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Rev. Fr. Jose Thayyil
St. Thomas Church
Opp.Janak Cinema, Sagarpur
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Email-josthayil@gmail.com
josephmathewsthayil@yahoo.com

Chavara Sadan
CMC Convent, Dwaraka
Ph: 9497414818
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MARY MATHA ARTS & SCIENCE COLLEGE

Admissions to the first year UG and PG courses are nearly
complete and classes began on 30th July and 5th August respectively.
Mr M Premachandran was elected the new Vice president of the
college PTA. Dr Maria Martin Joseph attended a seminar conducted
by All India Association of Christian Higher Education (AIACHE) on
Value Education at St Mary's College, Batheri. The Kerala State Youth
Commission conducted an awareness programme on the ill effects
and legal consequences of ragging on campuses on 19 August 2015.
Sri Prince Abraham, DY SP (Administration) gave an edifying talk on
the occasion. A gathering of the first batch of the old students was
organized on 31 August by the Alumni Association in which about 35
old students of the first batch participated.

Intercollegiate Prayer Fellowship (ICPF) organized a programme
on 16 September to make the students aware of the dangers of using
drugs and intoxicants. Inauguration of the College Union was held on
13 October 2015 in which Sri Mamukoya (noted Cine Artist) and Sri
K P A Rahim (noted Gandhian & Social Activist) were the chief guests.
A National Workshop on Computer Science was held on 15, 16, &17
October 2015 which was inaugurated by Dr B Ashok IAS, Vice-chan-
cellor of Kerala Veterinary & Animal Sciences University. A retreat
programme was conducted by Jesus Youth from 21 to 25 October
2015.

Principal
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Saintly Family of Lisieux

B LY AT ZELIA BRERIY Sib
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Born in Alencon, in France, on Thursday 2 January 1873, St
Therese of Child Jesus is known as 'the greatest saint of the
modern times'. She is the patroness of the mission of the Church.
Pope Pious X1 said, "Therese of Lisieux is the beloved daughter of
the whole world and the model of perfection of virtues and the
teacher of spiritual life". She was canonized in 1925 by Pope Pius
Xl and in 1997 Pope St. John Paul declared her a "Doctor of the
Church". She is also known as St. Little Flower of Jesus, a flower
that blossomed in the garden in Lisieux.

Blessed Louis Martin and Blessed Zélie Guerin were the
parents of St. Thérése. Both of them were very pious and religious
minded and had the reputation of being extra-ordinary devout. They
led a luminous Christian family life and their exemplary life inspired
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their children to follow Jesus and to offer their lives for the kingdom
of God. Remembering her parents, their youngest daughter,
St. Therese, wrote: "My parents are living and precious stones sculp-
tured by the Holy Spirit" . Louis Martin (1823-1894) and Marie
Zelie Guerin Martin (1831-1877) will be the first married couple
with children to be canonized in the same ceremony. Their canoni-
zation took place on October 18,2015 at Rome. According to Car-
dinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congregation for Saints' Causes,
"they lived an exemplary life of faith, dedication to ideal values,
united to a constant realism, and persistent attention to the poor.
They serve as an extraordinary witness of conjugal and family spiri-
tuality".
1. Family History of Louis and Zelie

Louis Martin was born on August 22, 1823 in Bordeaux, a
place in France, and was the second of five children. Louis settled
down in Alengon, a small city in France, and pursued his watch
making trade. Marie Zelie Guerin was born near Alencon on
December 23, 1831. Louis Martin and Zélie Guerin eventually met
in Alengon on July 13, 1858 when Louis was thirty-four years of
age and Zélie was twenty-six. Without much delay they were
married and began their remarkable voyage together through life.
Of'the nine children born to Louis and Zelie, two boys and two girls
died in infancy or early childhood, causing incalculable sorrows to
their parents. The surviving five children were all daughters and all
grew up to enter religious life. Four of them Maria, , Paulin, Celine
and Therese, the youngest one, joined the Carmelite Contempla-
tive Order in Lisieux and Leonie joined Visitation Convent.
2. The Spiritual Basis of the Family of Lisieux

For Louis and Zelie, the Holy Family of Nazareth was the
perfect model of Christian family life and they tried to imitate Mary
and Joseph closely in all the aspects of family life, even in their
trials and sorrows. In this spirit, Louis and Zelie lived a life totally
dedicated to their children, to the church and to society at large,
basing their devotion on the Christian principles of love and service.
Every morning they attended the 5:30 morning Mass with their ldren,
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dren prayed morning and evening as a family, carefully observing as
well Sunday services and the feasts of the Church. Louis was a
leader in the nocturnal adoration of the Eucharist. Z¢élie, always the
the last to go to bed, was often up till nearly midnight. There were
many demands on their time, but they gave it generously to serve
God and their neighbour. They loved each other and their children.
Yet it was the Life of the Soul that took precedence over everything
else. Their heroic act in their lives was doing their ordinary respon-
sibility as parents towards their children and neiboures in an extraor-
dinary love towards them and God.

Both Louis and Zelie greeted their children's vocations as a
gift from God and thanked the Lord. They profoundly respected
the spiritual lives of their daughters and reverently supported each in
fulfilling her vocation. Louis gave all of their children to the Church
for the glory of God. St. Little Flower remembers her parents and
writes: "The Good Lord gave me a father and a mother more
worthy of heaven than on earth". Over time the proof emerged that
the family of Louis Martin of Lisieux was indeed a Family of Saints.
Regarding their prayer life she reflects: "Mother taught us how to
pray. [ had only to watch my Papa to know how the saints pray".
St.Little Flower who is known for her Little Way says that her
home was her first school of spiritual life. Jesus was the center of
their Family life. Everything was directed to Jesus and for Jesus.
Bible was the light of the family and the parents taught the children
the teaching of the bible to practise in their life. Sickness, sufferings
and repeated tragedies did not lead them to despair, but rather
intensified their love for each other. In the fertile garden of the
Martin Family five flowers blossomed, consecrated to the Lord. It
was the youngest Flower of this garden that was to become the
Jesus' "Little Flower" and the Doctor of the Church.

3. Life of Love, Service and Suffering

Zelie, mother of Therese contracted a very painful cancer.
Celine, daughter of her, one who was always with her mother, wrote
about her last days: "In the moments of anguish during her malady,
her sorrowful plea would rise to Heaven: ' Oh! Thou Who hast
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created me, have mercy on me" At the age forty-six, on August 28,
1877, she died of breast cancer, when Thérése was only four years
old. Her husband, Louis at the age of 63, experienced his first
stroke and was paralysed. After years of long suffering and
humiliation because of mental ill health, died peacefully receiving
the sacrament of the sick at the house of Isidor Guirin at Evereux,
Lisieux on July 29, 1894 and he was buried in the cemetery of
Lisieux.
4. Martin's Family: Model for Modern Parents

In 2008 God called the Church to declare "Blessed" the
courageous spouses Louis and Zelie Martin. On October 18, 2015,
they are called "Saints," not for the sake of their own glory, but to
motivate us and to show us a 'lamb post' on our pilgrim journey.
The saintly family of Lisieux where from came St. Little Flower
and other four cloistered nuns spread the fragrance of holiness of
Martin Family through out the world. From 18th October their
parents will be venerated at the Altar of the Church. By declaring
them saints the Church calls upon all families to center their lives on
God, as did Louis and Zelie. Parents are to foster love, holiness,
and joy in their homes. Every family is to be a "domestic Church"
that can provide a foretaste of heaven. The renewal of the Church
depends much on families like that of the Blessed Louis and Zelie
Martin, modelled after the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.

Fr. Mathew Kumpuckal, CST
mkumpuckalcst@gmail.com

Little Flower Seminary, PB No.31, Pin 152107, Malout.
Punjab.Mob.09465649196; 09048289187
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November 2015

7
8-11
10

11

12

13

14
15-19
30-1

Zion

Marriage Preparation Course
Marian Singles

DYM (CH)

SMMA Executive

CML Executive
Cat.Prathibha Sangamam
Zion Retreat

Regional Bishops' Meeting

Fr. Mathew Periappuram

Director, Pastoral Centre
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Biskep's Programme

November 2015

1 Sunday .............. Benefactors’ Day

2 Mon Afternoon ..  Amalavayal: Blessing of renovated
Cemetry

3 Tue 4 Wed ........ Out of Station

6 Fri .o, Out of Station

7 8at oo S.Bathery: Vestition of MSMI Novices

8 Sun .o Pattanikoop: Pastoral Visit

9 Mon ... Visitors” Day

10 Tue .................... Kiliyanthara

11 Wed 16 Mon ...... Gorakhpur

17 Tue ...cccoeveenen... Nadavayal: Synaxis CMC

18 Wed .................. Visitors' Day

20 Fricoooieeeennn... Out of Station

21 Sat .....ccooeeeenn.. Manimooly: Sanyastha Sangamam

22 Sun i Marakav: Jubilee

23 Mon ..o Deepthi Bhavan: Golden Jubilee of
Sisters

24 Tue ... Malom

25 Wed Morning .... Ondayangady: Vestition of SCV
Novices

Evening ............ Minor Seminary: Home Day

26 Thu ..o Bishop's House: Golden Jubilee of
Priests

27 Fri e Out of Station
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28 Sat .o Engaged

29 Sun Morning:..... Velloonni: Rededication of the
Renovated Church and Sanyastha
Sangamam
Evening: ............. Norbert House: Seminary Mela
30 Mon ... Padamala: Ordination of Dn. Shabin
Karkunnel CST
December 2015
1. Tue ...ocoeunnnnn... Dwaraka: Regional Bishops’ Meet
2. Wed ... Visitors’ Day
4. Fri ... Out of Station ....
5. Sat oo Deepthi Bhavan-Synaxis
6. Sun Morning...... Cathedral: Inauguration of the year
Mercy
Afternoon: ......... Charity: Sanyastha Sangamam
7. Mon ................... Thariode : Monthly Recollection
8-12: Ernakulam: KCBC
13. Sum oo, Narivalamunda: Pastoral Visit
14. Mon .................... SH Provincial House - Synaxis
17. Thu .....c.oovvvvnn. Pulpally: YMCA Christmas
Celebration
19. Sat .......ccccooo... Mananthavady: Ecumenical
Christmas Celebration
20. Sun ....ccccooovee. Venniyode: Holy Mass at Mother
Theresa Church
21. Mon Morning..... SABS Provincial House -Synaxis
Afternoon: ......... Mananthavady: Youth Rally
22-230 i Visitors” Day
25 Fric cocciiiii. Christmas
26. Sat Morning........ Thonichal: Ordination of
Dn. Joseph (Jithin) Peechattu
Afternoon: ......... Kottathara : Ordination of
Dn.Augustine (Sijeesh)
Chirackathottam
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27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Mon Morning.....
Afternoon: .........
Tue Morning......
Afternoon: .........
Wed Morning. ....
Afternoon: .........
Thu Morning: ...

Afternoon: .........

Kurumbalakotta: Foundation stone
laying of the new church
Chundakkara: Ordination of
Dn.Jyothish Karakada O.Praem
Jude'’s Mount: Ordination of Dn. Don
Bosco (Bivaldin) Thevarkunnel
Kunnalady : Ordination of

Dn. Varghese (Anoop) Kollamkunnel
Vanjode: Ordination of Dn. Mathew
(Jomesh) Thekkilakattil

Manipara: Ordinatinon of Dn.
Varghese (Sanoj) Chittarackal
Chungakkunnu: Ordination of Dn.
John (Prakash) Vettickal
Payyampally:Ordination of Dn.
Antony (Nidhin) Palakkattu
Vazhavatta: Blessing of Renovated
Chapel at Ezhamchira
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