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Anniversary, Santhi Nilayam, Paruthivilai,
31.01.2018
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Ref, Mo. Priests/GR/78/2018
Dears,

Recently, | received a letter from
Rev. Fr loseph Madathil, one of
the pioneer missionaries of Kanya-
kumari Mission, At present, he is
living at Priests’ Home in Changa-
nacherry. The letter reminisces the
good old days that he spent in the
missions of Kanyakumari spreading
the Gospel while undergoing much
privation. In recent times, the Holy
Father exiended the territory of
our Eparchy. During the Synod
of Bishops that was held in Janu-
ary 2018, a considerable time was
spent in evolying strategies for the
mission work in the Syro-Malabar
Church. In these contexts, | belisve,
the letter that Fr Joseph Madathil
wrote will have much significance
for us. Hence, | want to reproduce
his letter in my circular.,

May it please your Excellency,

I wish your Excellency a very happy
Christmas and a grace-filled New
Year. | received this moring your
greeting card that mentions the
new missions that you have begun
at Kuzhithurai: Kallukatti. In 1963, 1
came to settle at Manjalumoodu.
From there, | used to visit Marthan-
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dam and Padanthalumoodu regu-
larly. Kuzhithurai was an important
town at that time. We had also mis-
sions at Nagercoil and Soosaipuram
near Karungal, Padanthalumoodu.
At that time, we could not find a
suitable place at Kuzhithural. | am
happy that you are able to start the
missions at Kuzhithurai: Kallukat-
1 now. In those years, on Sundays
after the mass at Manjalumoodu,
| used to go by bicycle to Vayalin-
karai. After two years of my stay, |
was able to gather sufficient money
with the help of an American friend
to purchase a scooier.

After purchasing the scooter, | was
able to travel regularly to Soosaipu-
ram and Nagercoll. We were able to
register two sociefies at Soosaipur-
am and Manjalumoodu with the
help of Rajayan from Soosaipuram.
Through these societies, we were
able to help the poor people. We
had many opportunities to start
mew missions around Manjalu-
moodu. Bui due to financial con-
straints,we could begin only five
Centres. They were Thettvilai,
Mukkoottukal, Malaicode, Karode



and Marappady.

| also approached late Rev. Fr An-
drews CMI, then Regional Superior,
to open new Centres at Kaliyal, Mu-
thucode, Azhakiyamandapam and
Metta. At Muzhucode | visited all
the Catholic houses and arranged
the fist of families for the CMI| Fa-
thers, Two CMI Fathers were sent
tc begin the Centres in the Kanya-
kumari Wlission. Rew. Fr lames
stayed at Manjalumoodu while
Rew. Fr Benedict stayed at Kaliyal.

The then Archbishop of Changa-
nacherry, Mar Mathew Kavukatt
recognized the importance of the
missionary work at Kanyakumari
region and sent two Priests to help
in the work of evangelization. He
also reguested 5H Sisters to workin
the missions in running the scheals,
Whenever the Archbishop visited
the Missions, he used to stay with
me at Manjalumoodu. With the fi-
nancial assistance of the Archbish-
op and a loan taken from 5D Sisters,
we were able to purchasze 14 acres
of land at Karcde. We also bought
3 Acres of land at Manjalumoocdu
for SDS Sisters, ancther 8 acres of
land at Mukkooftukal where we
had planned for a Higher Second-
ary Schoel, a Church in honour of
Holy Family and a Minor Seminary.

Only after 4 Years | could return
the loan to the SDS Sisters. | was
transferred to Amboori, where |

was able to construct a Church.
Archbishop Mar Antony Padiyara
blessed it in 15975. Afterwards, |
left Amboori for a year for on-go-
ing formation. While developing
the mission Centres, we also gave
much emphasis fo the education
of poor children. | have sent many
boys and girls after their Matricu-
lation to Bangalore for TTC. After
their TTC, they were invariably ap-
pointed in our Schools as teachers,
We already had Schools at Var-
uthattu and Soosaipuram. Later, we
opened Schools at Mukkoottukal,
Kaliyal and Arukani. All these three
Schocls are now become Higher
Secondary Schools. | also rendered
my services in the Archdiocese of
Changanacherry in the Changa-
nacherry Social Service Seciety and
in other Parishes. | returned a sec-
ond time to Kanyakumari Missions.
| worked at Nithiravilai, Vayalin-
karai and Christurajapuram. Later
Archbishop Padiyara asked me to
take charge of KKSSS. | also served
at Palugal and Annikkarai Cantres,

| am concluding this very long let-
ter. | hope under your able lead-
ership, the Eparchy of Thuckalay
would flourish in the fields of evan-
gelization, education and social
development. May the infant lesus
bless you, and all Fathers and Sis-
ters working with you!
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We are entering the holy sea-
son of Lent on 12 February 2018.
During the Holy Qurbana, we pray:
“Through fasting, prayer and re-
pentance, let us please Christ and
hiz Father” Let us thank God for
this time of Lent. As we enter into
this discipline, let us God to show
us what we need to see in order
that we may more fully follow the
Gospel, Let us seek to be filled, di-
rected and empowered by the Holy
Spirit so that we can owvercome
temptations in ourown lives just as

lesus overcame the temptations in
the desert. Let us also ask for the
grace to be effective in our minis-
tries as we take up on curselves the
Lenten discipline.

With my prayers and blessings,
Yours in Christ lesus,

1 ENTW

+George Rajendran DB
Bishop of Thuckalay

SBLsBargrrsamiblBhs...

(B} S HATT Al DDA S
S HLFBET FITSEHD B SULDT &
2 gremanT, FPBLTH  DEmaTES
mLFBET ST (LD EEAmET
Eremmn wha  GFTaEETS

sur TS5 aymSlapenT. GsranT adlso

LiuBeonn Sy HLFBET STHM
G 57 ays H0dsn TS LTS
@gﬁ'ﬁlﬁ Lns:ng:ri.mamll_ﬁj}@
sipoyslenpant, 2 Gomsawouliso
Liufgn Sy HLFBET o Tl g
B ST S valisnm  symSlor.

QFEUT 3] meml FmEEEmsLlsT
;mm&mmuﬂlaﬁ; LD SmEy G&u#}ah
=NEI
slami®l  BlLymHemn

Sim OusRTiWTaT TS
GiET maLTm
GILoid e B st
LuSsnn
T SELED S
Bemblumay m.@ﬁ_gu Fil.

LD ST ST (THaE (5

Gamay

4 = DL T

Flhpad 2012

,_£‘{[r; SO ST L TEeT F1 T,
GigguiBmrae %EEI(Bu.qur RIS
[HEDHI <Y TH LGluTl_,ﬂaqa'i.ﬁTm

(psi Burfiinllss sHulGeTer st
FmsegramLt slls smTsatsr
BEssn AHFLOLTE  gugs
2 DS FinstaTamLT
GgguBsrag DS BIOEIT (H S
SIHLGUT PRy guTst 7 ysmmiD
530 URGsaa  BEoLGum
S o e
GlusmgssnL s Femuulisl
L fsTmy ETHID & 5Ug Sl STET ST
FTADE B @0 gL
GLrisdls moursatsT (@mSas
HBLGUTPs gurses 6 s
B s GLmne.
SynLFGsr 5778 UT | gmenaut



Prot. No. 0184/2018

CIRCULAR
Circular of the Major Archbishop after the XXV Synod
of the Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church, Session 1,
heid from & to 131anuary 2018
in the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at Mount 5t Thomas, Kakkanad.

$iear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

The Twenty sixth Synod of Bish-
ops of the Syro-Malabar Church
was held at the tme of the celebra-
tion of the Silver lubilee of the dec-
laration of the Church as & Major
Archiepiscopal Church.

The Synod congratulated and
welcomed at the beginning of the
session Mar loseph Pamplany, the
Aux.Bishop of Tellicherry,Mar Se-
bastian Vaniapurakal, the Curia
Bishop, Mar Tony Meelankavil, the
Aux.Bishop of Trichur and Mar Se-
bastian Pozholiparambil, the Bish-
op of the newly erected eparchy
ofHossur who were attending the
synod for the first time. The ap-
pointments of Fr. lohn Nellikunnel,
Bishop-elect of Idukki, and of Fr.
JamesaAthikalam MST, Bishop-elect
of Sagar, were declared during the
Synod. Please keep the new bish-
Dps in your prayers.

The Synod alsc expressed its
gratitude to late Mar Jameas Pazha-
yattil and to the present adminis-
tration of the eparchy of Irinjalaku-
da for the great effort they had put

in for the growth and development
of the newly established eparchy of
Hossur

The Syncd also offered its conm-
gratulations to Mar Raphael Thattil,
the newly appointed bishop of the
newly created Shamshabadepar-
chy. With the establishment of this
eparchy, the Syro-Malabar Church
has got jurisdiction all over India
for evangelization and pastoral
care, The Synad gratefully acknowl-
edged the services of late Cardinal
Mar AntonyPadiyara, Mar Gregory
Karctemprel CMI, and Mar Gratian
MundadanCMI, the former Apos-
tolic Visitators, for all the prepa-
ratory work they had done for the
provision of jurisdiction all over In-
dia for evangelization and pastoral
care.The Synod requests all the ep-
archies and religious congregations
in Kerala to extend their generous
support for the new eparchy. The
right for evangelization and pas-
toral care throughout the Country
given to the Syro-Malabar Church
is a great opportunity for intensi-
fication of the evangelization mis-
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sion of the Church in India and to
strengthen deep bonds of relation-
ship with other surijuris Churches
in India. It is very gratifying to note
that the all-India jurizdiction was
given to the Syro-Malabar Church
in its Jubilee year.

The Synod offered its greetings
to Mar lacob Murikan and Mar
Tony Meelankavil who were cele-
brating the silver jubilee of their
priestly ordination. | remind you of
the need to pray for these Bishops
on this occasion.

The synod expressed its deep
anguish at the suffering experi-
enced by Christians in the eparchies
of Satna,Sagar, and Jagdalpur for
the suffering and persecutions they
axperienced in the recent past.

The details of the Jubilee cel-
ebrations were discussed during
the Synod. On Jan.13, Holy Qur-
bana was celebrated in thanks-
giving with the participation of all
the Bishops. The public meeting
held in the afterncon at 2.30p.m.
was inaugurated by His Beatitude
LuisRaphielSako, Patriarch of
the Chaldean Church. Most Rew
Dr.GiambattistaDiguatiro,  Apos-
tolic Muncio, presided over the
meefing.His Beatitude Baselios-
Mar Cleemis, theMajor Archbish-
op of the Syro-Malankara Church
and President of CBClLAbp.Cyril
Vasil,the Secretary, Congregation
5 Eenp i
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for Onental Churches, Abp.Francis
Kallarakalthe former Archbishopof
Verapoly, His Excellency Bishop
DimitriosSalachas, Exarch emeritus
of the Greek Catholic Church, Jus-
fice Kurian Joseph, Judge, Supreme
Court of India, 5r. Siby, CMC Moth-
er General, Adv. BijuParayannilam,
President, Catholic Congress, Mrs.
Gigi Sebastian, Secretary, Matru-
vedi, and Mr.Arun Davis, President
SMYM offered their congratulatory
messages, Besides the Bishops at-
tending the Synod, Major Superiors
of religious congregations, repre-
sentatives from all the Syro-Mal-
abar Eparchies including priests,
consecrated men and women, and
lay representatives, especially the
youth also participated in the Jubi-
lee celebration.

The Synod discussed serious-
ly the problems experienced by
the people engaged in agriculture
and emphasized the need to offer
security to their lives and work.
The need for special protection
from the attacks of wild animals
encroaching the farmsteads was
pointed outThe Synod requested
the Government to come to the
aid of farmers by constructing pro-
tective walls around their farms.
The unsympathetic attitude of the
Government loocks as if the Gow-
ernment is more interested in pro-
tecting wild animals than the lives



of the people. The Government
and the political parties have to
devise strong and sustainable pro-
grammes for the protection of the
farmers.INFARM and AKCC have to
pay special attention in this matter
and plan suitable programmes.in
order to protect the produce of the
farmers and to secure their lives,
new financial projects have to be
envisaged. The Synod views with
anxiety the tendency among farm-
ers to abandon agricultural work.
This will definitely create a new
form of migration.

You may be well aware that the
Synod has formed a new commis-
sion for the promotion of vacations.
The Synod has viewed with anxiety
the decrease of vocations especial-
ly for the religious congregations of
women. All are requested to coop-
erate with this commission for the
promeotion of vocations at the par-
ish and eparchial levels, The parish
priests and the religious communi-
ties in parishes have amajor role to
play in fostering vocations. Orga-
nizations like the Mission League
should take the initiative to en-
courage religious vocations among
students and the youth.During the
years of their formation in the sem-
inaries, they should be made aware
of their missionary responsibilities.

The newly ordained priests

should be provided with cpportu-
nities for working in the missions
and the same arrangement may
be done for the seminarians during
their years of regency. It is also
good to encourage the laity and the
members of voluntary organiza-
tions to work inmission eparchies.
Similarly mission-appeals on the
part of those who work in mis-
sion eparchies should be encour-
aged in home eparchies in Kerala.
The Synod has specially requested
the eparchies to help the vocation
promoters who come fo different
eparchies to preach about the mis-
sions, There was a suggestion that
there should be & special arrange-
ment forthe admissionand forma-
Hon of seminarians under the di-
rection of the Major Archbishop fo
work in the missions.

The following are some of the
proposals of the Major Archiepis-
copal Assembly approved by the
Synod to be implemented in all ep-
archies:

1. When bishops come for
various functions in various par-
ishes and institutions make the re-
ceptions simple at the entrance of
the parish church. Avoid reception
from the parish boundary or from
the church gate or with flexes and
arches along the road.

2. All celebrations are to be
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simple. Any kind of publicity is to
be merely informative and simple.

3. Institutions run by ep-
archies/parish churches and insti-
tutes of censecrated life are not to
ask compulsorydonations for ad-
missions and appointments.

4. Education institutions run
by eparchies/parish churches and
the institutes of consecrated life
are 1o give concession to poor stu-
dents as well as to the fourth and
following children of Catholic par-
ents,

5. The Catholic Aided schools
or schools in the public sectors are
to be fostered.

6. Ewvery financially
parish is to adopt a mission centre
and keep a regular contact with it

7. Skills of senior citizens are
to be made use of in every parish.

B. A percentage of the
amount of family celebrations is to
be set apart for the poor,

9. When scme fees [contri-
butions are fixed in a parish, the
amount shall be fixed according to
the financial status of the families.
Mo compulsory fees/contribution
shall be demanded.

10. The data of those who go
away from the home parishes for
education and jobs are to be kept
in the offices at parish/eparchial
levels, They should be helped to

sound
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connect with the local Syro-Mala-
bar Catholic communities where
they live or go for studies and do
not demand donations as prereg-
uisite for the administration of the
sacraments in their local parishes.

The Synod made an evaluation
of the steps involved in the sale of
the property of the Ernakulam-An-
gamlayArcheparchyand  offered-
helpful suggestions for the reso-
lution of the problems that arose
from the sale of the property.

The Synod drafied a Pledge
Form that the seminarians have
to sign before their ordination to
Diaconate.Synod  approved  the
Safe Environmentalprogrmmes
for Church personnel which would
make the priests more aware of
their moral responsibiliies con-
cerning the children entrusted to
their care.

There was a suggestion fo
strengthen AKCC especially in this
year when its lubilee is being cel-
ebrated,

The Synod discussed serious-
ly the pastoral needs of the Sy-
ro-Malabar faithful living outside
India and decided to continue the
discussions in this regard with the
authorities concerned. The Synod
considered the proposal to make
the Syro-Malabar parish in Do-
ha,Qatar an independent parish.



The Synod alscelectedthe repre-
sentatives to parficipate in the
next Synod of the Youth in Rome
which has the theme "Young Peo-
ple, the Faith and Vocational Dis-
cernment”The Syncd remembers
with gratitude the interactions with
the Chaldean Patriarch Luis Sako,
Apostolic Muncio GiambattstaDi-
guattro,Archbishop Cyril Vasil, the
Secretary of the Oriental Congre-
gation, Fr.lorrensolorusso OF, the
Under Secretary,and Msgr. Pascal

Gollnisch,the Director Generaland
Mr. Dominic Bletry, Chargé dAf-
fairesof I'Oeuvred'Orientduring the
Synodal sittings.

The Synod also discussed the
theme of the CBCI plenary session
“United in Diversity for a Mission
of Mercy and Witness" and made
preparatory studies on the theme.

Wishing all of you a fruitful sea-
son of Lent,

Yours cordially in Christ,

+George Cardinal Alencherry

Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
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BIRTHDAYS REV FATHERS- FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS OF REV. FATHERS
01 Revy. Fr. Jose Yayalil
07 Rew. Fr. Shojo Erupathanchilchira
09 Rew. Fr. Linslal Mangalath
15 Rew. Fr. Jinu Thekkethalackal
21 Rew. Fr. Sebi Manimalakandathil
28 Rev. Fr. Joshi Kulathinkal
28 Rey. Fr. Prince Maliyii
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:;t; Name of the Sunday School Points | Ranks
1 | Holy Family Arukany 46 1
2 | Llittle Flowe Manjalumoodu 43 2
3 Amala Maria Cheenivilai 35 3
4 Holy Cross Malaicode 31 4
5 |Deva Matha Kiliiyoor 30 5
6 |St. Thomas Muzhucode 23 6
7 | Jaya matha Nithravilai 21 7
8 | 5t. Martin De Pores Kazhuvanthittai 15 8
9 | 5t. Mary Kaliyal 18 8
10 | 5t. Xavier Varuthattu 18 g
11 | Christ the King Palappaliam i8 9
12 | st.Antony Vayalinkarai 15 10
13 |5t Joseph Soosaipuram 13 11
14 | Sacred Heart Pallikonam 12 12
15 | Sacred Heart Padanthalumoodu 8 13
16 |St. Alphonsa Nagercoil 2 i3
17 | Holy Family Mukkuttukal 7 14
18 | 5t. Thomas Nefta 7 14
19 | 5t. Thomas Palukal ] 15
20 |St. Paul Thettiyode 5 15
21 | Litile Flower Pilankalai 6 15
22 | 5t. Micheal Kattathurai B 15
23 | 5t. Mary Penuthadam 3 16
24 | 5t Vincent De Paul Marthandam 3 16
25 |John Paul Il Kulasekharam 3 16
26 |5t lames Mankarai 3 16
27 | Loretto Matha Pilankarai 3 16
28 | 5t. Micheal Thettivilai 1 17
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29 | 5t Joseph Kunnuvilai

17

30 | Fathima Matha, Fathimapuram 1 i7
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Si.No Arukany Forane Points | Ranks
1 Arukany 22 [
2 Pathukany 18 1
3 Mezhacode 11 I
4 Penuthadam 1
Sl. No Manjalumoodu Forane Points | Ranks
1 Mukkutiukal 13 [
2 | Kaliyal 13 [
3 Marappady 8 1
4 tanjalumoodu 8 1
5 Muzhucode 5 m
6 Karode 3
7 Malaicode 2
5l. No Nithravilai Forane Points | Ranks
1 | Warathatiu 19 [

14 | Bepugm

Juisganf 3nE




2 Nithravilai i3 I
3 Munchirai 12 1
i Vayalikarai B
5 Christhurajapuram 2
Sl. No Padanthalumoodu Forane Points | Ranks
1 Palukal 21 [
2 Thettiyode 2 1
3 Kazhuvanthittaj 7 1
4 Athencode 6
5 Padanthalumoodu 5
6 Marthandam 5
5l. No Thuckalay-Pilankalai Forane Points | Ranks
1 Pilankalai 20 1
2 Paraicode i3 1
3 Kattathurai 2 1
4 | Maharajapuram 6
5 Kaisalavilai 5
Sl No Soosaipuram Forane Points | Ranks
1 Soosaipuram 22 |
2 Mankarai i7 1l
3 Thackalivilai 1]
4 | Palappallam
5 Mathapuram
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EISHOP'S ENGAGCEMENTS FEERUARY 018

DAT | DAY | TIME EVENTS
1-3 Thu | DZ.00 pm CBCI Mesting st Bangalors
| Fri 05.00 pm  Death Anniversary of Mons. Philip Kodivantharz
10 Sat Chennai: Marriage Qurbana >> Mumbai
11 Sun | 09.30 am Mumbai: Kalyan, lubilee Qurbana

12 Mon | B8.00am  Mumbai: Ash Monday Holy Qurbana
0800 am  => Thuckalay

13 Tue
03.00pm  Alphonss College GB Mesting

14 Wed | 09.30am Priest Conference

08.30am  Curia meeting

= ™ L o2000m At Talent Fest

1000 am  Soosaipuram: National Seminzr of Engiich Depart
16 Fri 0500 pm  Christurajapuram: School Annuzl Day

0E00pm  Vincent De PaulGuests from England
i - 1000am  Minor Seminary: Home Day Celebration

0500 prv | Vawode: FCC School Jubilee Celebradon
18 Sun | 07.20am Marthandam: Confirmation and Holy Qurbana
13 Mon | D500 pm  Anayadi: Parish Visit

20 Tue | 1D.00am Palzi: Inter-Dioceszes Mest

21 Wed | DE.DDpm | Christurajapuram: Visit to SMS5M convent

22 Thy | 06.00pm  Kaluketth: MMM convent Haly Qurbana

23 Fri Visit to Shenkotiai Mission

4 et | 02.00pm  Padanthalumoodu: Meeting with Mission Volunteers

25 Sun | 07.45am  Anamugam: Pastoral Visit

26 Maon Visit to North East for lubilee Celebration

27128 | Tue Morth East
Fr. Thomas Sathianesan |Eparchial Chancellor

oy | Bepumdar

disganfl 2012
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Skit by TCYM, Matru ]yntl;s Anniversary
07.01.2018

Karunai Illam Jubilee - Thanks Giving Day
17.01.2018




Matru Jyotis - Anniversary, 07.01.2018

Praying for a Fruitful Lent
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