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Ref. No. Priests/GR/185/2026 31 August 2026
Dear Readers,

Warm greetings to each one of you from the Bishop’s House,
Thuckalay!

As we enter September, the Church sets before us one of the most
profound and mysterious feasts of the liturgical year — the Exaltation
of the Holy Cross, celebrated on the fourteenth of this month. I write
to you this circular not merely to remind you of it, but to invite you
to deeper reflection on what this feast means for us, who, by the
grace of God, have chosen to spend our lives at the foot of that same
Cross in priestly ministry.

The Mystery We Celebrate

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross recalls St Helena’s discovery of
the true Cross in the fourth century and its solemn elevation before
the faithful of Jerusalem. Yet beneath this historical memory lies
a mystery far greater than any relic or ceremony: the Cross, once
an instrument of the most degrading punishment the ancient world
could devise, has become for us the throne of glory, the tree of life,
and the sign by which the world is saved. What was raised in shame
on Calvary is raised again in triumph each year, because on it hung
the Saviour of the world.

St Paul reminds us that we preach Christ crucified — a stumbling
block to some and folly to others, yet to those who are called, the
power and the wisdom of God. This paradox stands at the very centre
of our faith and, in a special way, at the centre of our vocation. We
are men and women who have publicly and permanently bound our
lives to a crucified Lord. Each September, the feast of the Exaltation
invites us to look again at the Cross we carry and to ask ourselves
honestly: have we truly exalted it in our hearts, or have we quietly
g%g%@iﬁ;ﬂo domesticate it, to make our priesthood and religious life
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comfortable, safe, and free of real cost?

There is, too, a deeper symmetry the Fathers of the Church loved to
contemplate: as death entered the world through a tree in the garden,
so life is restored through a tree on Calvary. The Cross is thus not
merely an image of suffering endured, but the new Tree of Life
planted at the centre of history, its branches reaching out to gather
every nation and every wound into the mercy of God. Christ himself
foretold this exaltation when he said, “When I am lifted up from the
earth, I will draw all people to myself” — a lifting up that is at once
his crucifixion, his resurrection, and his glorification, three mysteries
inseparably bound in the one wood. To exalt the Cross, then, is not
to glorify pain for its own sake, but to proclaim that God has taken
the worst that human cruelty can do and, definitively, transformed
it into the instrument of the world’s healing. This is the hope we are
asked to carry with us into every hospital room, every confessional,
every mission chapel, and every quiet act of service this September.

The Cross and Our Priestly Life

At its root, ordination is an exaltation of the Cross in one’s own body
and life. When a priest raises his hands at the altar, he does what
Christ did on the wood of the Cross — he offers himself, together
with the Lord, for the life of the world. This is similar to a religious
pronouncing the vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience; he or she
nails to that same wood every claim of self-will, every attachment to
comfort, and every desire to belong first to oneself. Ours is not a life
that avoids the Cross; it is one that has freely and joyfully embraced
it as the very shape of love.

This is not always easy to remember amid the routine of ministry
— the endless meetings, the financial worries of an institution, the
loneliness that can visit even the busiest rectory or convent, and the
misunderstandings from within and without. It is precisely here, in
the ordinary wear and tear of daily service, that the Cross ceases to
be a devotional image and becomes flesh. Every act of patience with
a difficult parishioner, every hour spent in the confessional listening
to human weakness, every long journey undertaken to reach a single
family, every night interrupted for a sick call, every silence accepted
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rather than a self-defensive word — these are the small, unnoticed
exaltations of the Cross that make up a faithfully lived priestly or
religious life. I ask you, dear Fathers, to see in these daily crosses
not merely a burden to be endured, but the very substance of your
configuration to Christ the Priest and Victim.

Carrying the Cross to the Extended Territories and the Thenkasi
Mission

I cannot write to you this month without speaking, with deep gratitude
and admiration, of those among you who live out this mystery in
the most demanding circumstances — our priests and religious
labouring in the extended mission territory and in the Thenkasi
mission of our Eparchy. While many of us minister in established
parishes with settled communities, familiar faces, and the ordinary
support structures of Church life, some among us have gone further
out — into areas where the Church is still young, the Catholic
presence is thin or nil, the nearest brother priest may be an hour
or more away, and every institution, every chapel, every catechism
class has had to be built almost from nothing. In the villages and
small towns spreading out to Thenkasi, Thoothukudi, Thirunelveli,
Ramanathapuram, Sivagangai, Virudunagar, Madurai and Theni
districts, entrusted to our Eparchy, our priests and religious go from
village to village and street to street, carrying — quite literally, at
times — the Cross to people who might otherwise never encounter it.
They walk into homes where the Gospel has never been proclaimed.
They sit with families in unfamiliar languages and customs, learning
patience before they can even begin to teach. They celebrate the
Eucharist in modest structures that would seem impossibly small
and simple to those used to the settled parishes of our heartland, yet
they do so with the same reverence and joy as if they stood before

the grandest altar.

I have visited many times in all these mission stations, and what has
struck me each time is not hardship on display, but hardship quietly
absorbed — absorbed with a smile, without complaint, simply as part
of'the work God has given them. These are men and women who have
left behind the comforts many of us take for granted: proximity to
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family, familiar food and climate, the company of fellow priests who
share their mother tongue, the medical facilities and conveniences of
larger towns, and even, at times, basic amenities that the rest of us
assume without a thought. They have freely exchanged all this for
the privilege of keeping Christ’s mission alive in places the world
has largely overlooked.

In this circular, I wish to express my profound admiration, and that
of the whole Eparchy, for this quiet, sustained sacrifice. Mission
work can easily become invisible precisely because it is faithful
and unspectacular — no headlines are written about our priests or
catechist walking for kilometres every evening to teach a handful
of children, or about a Sister who has spent years learning a local
dialect so she might be truly present to the people she serves. Yet
it is exactly this hidden, patient carrying of the Cross that keeps
the flame of the Gospel burning in our extended territory and in
Thenkasi Mission. Every Eucharist celebrated there, every child
baptised, every sick person anointed, and every family strengthened
in faith is a small but real exaltation of the Cross — raised again, in
our own time, in our own Eparchy, by hands and hearts we should
never take for granted.

An Invitation for the Feast Day

On this year’s feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, I ask every
parish, institution, and religious community of the Eparchy to do
three things. First, to celebrate the Holy Qurbana with special
solemnity as our liturgy demands, including a rite of veneration
of the Cross, so that our people may renew their reverence for the
sign of our salvation. Second, to devote part of that day’s homily or
catechesis to the meaning of the Cross in the life of every baptised
Christian, and, in a special way, in priestly and religious vocation.
Third, and closest to my heart, I ask that each of you dear fathers to
remember, in the Qurbana and in personal prayer, our missionary
priests and religious of the extended territory and of Thenkasi by
name, and that, wherever possible, a concrete gesture of solidarity
— a letter, a gift, an offer of temporary help, or simply a sustained
commitment to pray for them — be extended to them this month.
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Dear Fathers, the Cross we exalt on the fourteenth of September
is not an abstraction. It has a face in each of you who has said yes
to Christ in the priesthood or in consecrated life, and this year, in
particular, it has the faces of our brothers and sisters who serve
quietly and heroically in our mission areas. May this feast renew in
all of us the grace to embrace our own crosses without bitterness,
to support one another’s crosses without judgement, and to look,
always, beyond the wood itself to the love that hung upon it. I entrust
each of you, especially our missionaries in the extended territory
and in Thenkasi, to the protection of Mary, Mother of Sorrows, who
stood faithfully at the foot of the Cross. I invoke the Triune God’s
blessing upon you all.

In August, we came together as fellow workers of the Eparchy to
celebrate the feast of St John Maria Vianney. This celebration gave
us an opportunity to reflect on our priesthood and to resolve to live
it as St John Maria Vianney did, administering the sacraments,
especially the sacrament of reconciliation, with greater dedication.
Let us make use of occasions such as the feasts of our parishes’
patron saints to strengthen the faith of our people. In September, we
shall celebrate one of the important feasts of Our Blessed Mother,
namely the Nativity of Mother Mary. The celebration of this feast
is a wonderful opportunity for us to grow in Marian piety. Let us
prepare our people well by encouraging them to keep the 8-day fast
with greater earnestness. Let us make the celebration of this feast
meaningful in our churches. Kindly keep the mission of the Church
and the needs of our Eparchy in your daily prayers.

With my prayers and blessings,

Yours in Christ

8 K_‘_:_I_‘——“rﬂ-:—
T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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DAY

31

EVENTS

Tue

KKSSS : Skill Training
PC : Beginning of the Diploma Course in Media
Centre

Fri

ASc : Chairman’s Visit

Sat

SMYM : HM Animators Meeting
PSSS : Class on Charity Day
ASc :Teacher’s Day Celebration & Competitions

Sun

VC : Vocation Promotor visit — Manjalumoodu
Forane

SMYM : Nithiravilai forane unit executive meeting
CML : Study the History of the Nativity of Mary
STI : Class

SVP : CC Meeting

CAT : XI Teachers Training Program -
Padanthalumoodu

URM : Uraviyam Animators, Organizers and
leaders orientation programme in Nithiravila
Forane

Tue

MIG : Online Rosary

11

Fri

FA : Marriage Preparation Course

12

Sat

FA : Marriage Preparation Course

MJ : Diocesan Leaders Meet

CRI : Monthly Recollection

TM : Bible Convention at Vanchinagar
CAT : HM Meeting

& O Ul 6
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13

Sun

URM : Forane Directors and Animators meeting
and forming forane steering committee Thuckalai
- Pilankalai Forane

SMYM : Forane election

CML : Read the short biography of Fr.Joseph
Maliparambil in group meeting on his Episcopal
Ordination day

CML : Pray for our Bishop Mar George Rajendran
on his Episcopal Ordination day

CML : Unit Visit

STI : Class

SVP : AC Meeting

14

Mon

FA : Doctor’s Visit

15

Tue

KKSSS : General Medical Camp
MS : Old age home Visit

19

Sat

KKSSS : Educare Class
CAT : Last Date to Submit the list of Bible Fest
writing Competition

20

Sun

SMYM : Forane Election

SVP : AC Annual Day

URM : Uraviyam Animators, Organizers and
leaders orientation programme and forming forane
level steering committee in Soosaipuram Forane

26

Sat

SINALI : One day Retreat
ASc : Guidance Class for Non — Teaching Staft

27

Sun

CML : Diocesan Rally

KII : Forane Level Monthly activity
SVP : Patron’s Day Celebration

SVP : AC Annual Day

28

Mon

VC: Vocation Camp
HC: World Heart day Awareness Programme

29

Tue

PSSS : Awareness Class : World Heart Day

30

Wed

VC : Vocation camp

& @ D il 5 611
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