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How many innocent people and children suffer in the world! Lord,

Bishop's Letter

27 November 2014
Dear Fathers and Brothers,
Affectionate greetings from Rome!

| reached here on 11 November to take part in the canonisation
of Bl. Chavara and Bl. Euphrasia and also to meet our fathers
and brothers who are doing higher studies at Rome.

CAMNONMISATION OF BL. CHAVARA AND BL. EUPHRASIA

It was a proud moment for the Indian Church and especially for all
of us in the Syro-Malabar Church when two of our members were
raised to the glory of the altar as Saints of the Catholic Church on
23 November. | could personsally be present and be a witness to
such a great historic event far the Church in India, more especially
to our Syro-Malabar church.

| am sure most of you had watched the entire program of the
cancnisation live on TV and also had special prayers and
commemoration on that day. 5t. Peter's Square wore 3 festive
look with thousands of people from all over the world who had
come to witness the event. The Church in India was well
represented by central and state Government representatives,
Cardinals, Bishops, Priests, Religious and the Faithful.

Besides our two saints from India, our beloved Pope Francis
canonised also four Italians on that day. They were 5t. Giovanni
Antonio Farina, and three Franciscans, 5t. Ludovico da Casoria, 5t.
Nicela da Longobardi, and 5t. Amato Ronconi. About the newly
declared saints the Pope said, "They responded with extraordinary
creativity to the commandment of love of God and neighbour”

Our response to our own priestly calling is also the same. It is to
fulfil this command of Christ with extraordinary creativity, We have
responded because we love God and love our neighbour. One who

(e mULRETT 9



has love is necessarily creative! \We are priests with love; we are
leaders with creativity and initiatives,

In this circular | would like to share some reflections on our priestly
leadership.

PRIESTLY LEADERSHIP — LEADERSHIP WITH A DIFFERENCE

Whether we desire or not the very fact of becoming a Catholic
priest demands of us leadership. It is a leadership that requires of
us to build up, sustain, and contribute to the growth of Christian
communities. Primarily these demands arise from our own
membership of the Kingdom of God to which everyone is invited.
This reality in fact broadens the scope of our membership, our
calling to the priesthood and leadership.

{i] One among the Disciples — Carrying the Cross

The fact of Jesus humbling himself (Phil 2:8) to become one
among us (Jn 1:14) is both an example and the sure way of
becoming a leader in a Christian community. This is the servant-
leadership prophesied by Isaiah (Is 42:1-4) and modelled by
Jesus. In this model lesus becomes a servant even to the extent
of washing the feet of others (In 13:1-17), and even if they
called him ‘master,’ he calls them friends (In 15:15}.

We share the priesthood of Christ. Sharing the priesthood of Christ
necessitates imitation of Christ. The Christian community and
others may consider us priests, as masters and leaders with power,
In fact in our present context in our diocese we are looked upon as
persons invested with power.

So it was with Christ. Christ performed miracles, healed, chased
away demons, and taught with authority. He was recognized as
the King (Jn 12:13). Yet, his way of restoring the Kingdom of Israel
was by the cross, letting himself be captured by power-mongering
Jewish priests, scribes and Pharisees. To be a disciple of Christ is
to take up one’s cross and follow him (Mt 10:38; Lk 2:23) — he who
was the suffering servant of Yahweh.

10 fioutiy TR

We priests are at first disciples before we are Apostles or Priests.
As Disciples of Christ and his imitators we take up our daily cross
and follow him. Our crosses might be our loneliness, our unfulfilled
desires and wants, problems that arise from our apostolate, our
relationships, and our personal problems and so on. But we can be
comforted because the one who accompanies is Christ, who himself
experienced hunger, denial, betrayal, rejection, suffering,
crucifixion, and death.

(ii) Journeying together — Personal accompaniment

Our journey of course is not just with Christ alone but along with
our fellow Christians — our brothers and sisters in Christ. Thus we
priests can have the attitude of 5t. Augustine who said of himself:
“For you | am a Bishop; but with you | am a Christian.”

Accompaniment of 3 Christian community would mean more than
mere shepherding. It is to remember that we are His sheep before
we are shepherds, His disciples before we are teachers (Lk 6:40),
His servants before we are kings and princes or the Royal
Priesthood! Itis true that we are a committed group set apart, but

only after obtaining the basic membership of the chosen race! {1Pat
2:9).

Inthe words of 5t. Josemaria Escriva, “a priest doesn’t go to Heaven
alone: he always goes in company with many more souls.” We are
friends and neighbour who care for those who have been entrusted
to us. We care for them primarily by enriching them with our lived-
out spirituality. We bring them power and blessings of God through
the sacramental signs and celebration, through our prayers for them,
and in and through our pastoral charity.

‘Charity,” here, we should note, is pasteral. Definitely it is not a
charity born of condescension. It is a charity born by the experience
of the sheep who himself is cared for and loved by the One Who
called him. In our Christian parlance, only the true and good sheep
can become a caring shepherd.

EemmiLIRaT 1



Having said these, then | wish to emphasise, that our priestly
leadership is one of accompaniment. While we ourselves are being
led by the Lord who is our Shepherd, we in turn learn to become
worthy shepherds.

Without robbing the primary sense and truth of the words of the
Psalm 23 can we make ourselves worthy enough for the words to
be applied to us priests also? Can the people tell about us: This
priest is my shepherd... there is nothing | shall want... he restores
my soul... he heals me... and so on?

May | borrow the words of the philosopher Albert Camus who says,
“Don’t walk behind me; | may not lead. Don"t walk in front of me; |
may not follow. Just walk beside me and be my friend.” This way of
being friend will demand of us to be with those who are entrusted
to us, our parishioners, the youth, and persons of particularised
categories. How much of time do | spend for them? How much of
time do | spend with them?

Soon we will celebrate the Solemn Feast of the Birth of our Lord
lesus Christ. The Emmanuel, the ‘God-with-us,’ is also the one
‘dwelt among us. Jesus our Chief Shepherd has shown us the way
of personal accompaniment and he humbled himself to be born
among us. My wish and prayer for us priests as we prepare for
Christmas is that we learn to be shepherds by imitating Christ,
gentle and humble of heart.

Year of Consecrated Life / Year of the Religious 2015

Pope Francis has proclaimed 2015 a Year of Consecrated Life,
starting on 30 November, 2014, and ending on 2 February, 2016,
the World Day of Consecrated life. As Cardinal Joao Braz de Aviz,
the Prefect for the Congregation for Consecrated Life says, “It's a
great time to grow and deepen the faith. Part of this is driven by
the hope and the certainty that consecrated life will never disappear
from the Church.” The goals of celebrating this Year of the Religious
will include, reflecting on the unique role religious men and women
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have in the Church, everything from their charisms to their
challenges.

Feast of the Immaculate Conception

We will be celebrating the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on
8" December. Qur Blessed Mother accompanied Jesus not just as
a silent spectator, nor merely as a concerned mother. She was the
tirst disciple who awaited the final revelation in lesus Christ; she
was the first recipient of the Good News; she was the first person
to experience within herself the first fruits of redemption taking
shape. She was prepared by God Himself to be born as the
Immaculate Vessel of Redemption. Today she is a loving motherto
us all who are priests. We seek her daily guidance in all that we
do. She is our mother whe is conceived without original sin. She is
our example and guide to live our priestly life of chastity. Let us
pour forth our heart to her, all our needs, and anxieties, our joys
and sorrows as we journey along carrying our crosses following
Jesus. She is there ever ready to accompany us her sons.

Wish you all a very Happy Feast of the Immaculate Conception
and a time of Holy Preparation for the Birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Yours in Christ,

+George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay

Our New Website

I am glad to see that many of our fathers and friends are visiting the
newly designed website of our diocese. Yﬂu_ can get to know all the
recent happemmngs and news of the diocese from our website.

Our website: www.thuckalaydiocese.org
Our Facebook page: www.facebook/thuckalavdiocese
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Bishop's Letter

Ref. No. Priests/GR/362014
Dear Fathers,
I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and New Year.

I believa that all of us in cur parishes celebrated in a fitting manner
the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. | want to thank you for animating
the people and for guiding the preparations for the celebrations.
Many of you also had accompanied the youth for carol singing, in
preparing the crib, decorations, and illuminations.

From 6% January we will be entering the Season of Epiphany (Denha).
During this season we commemorate the Baptism of Jesus, Public
Life, Divine and Human nature, His intimate relation with the Father,
and the Holy 5pirit, and His Self-Emptying Love. May this season help
all of us priests and religious to re-dedicate our life to our mission
and to Jesus.

In this circular | would like to share with you some news about events
and activities that took place in our diocese in the Month of December
2014,

FCC's new presence at Thavana, Shenkottai

We are happy to invite the Sisters of the Franciscan Clarist
Congregation to establish their religious community at Thavana,
Shenkottai mission. Sisters from St. Thomas Province — Kanjirappally
have come forward to collaborate with our mission diocese. They
have already purchased a plot of land at Thavana. They will begin
their initial mission work from a rented house. They will arrive on
15 January and will be given a formal welcome on 17% January in the
presence of all the religious and priests of the Shenkotiai mission.
This is the fourth women-religious congregation to establish a
community at Shenkottai mission. As we welcome the sisters to the
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diocese we thank whole-heartedly Rev. Sr. lulie, Provincial Superior
and the province for making a bold decision to work in the mission
station.

SISM Convent Blessing

As we are aware, the Congregation of Sisters of 51, loseph of Saint-
Marc (SISM) is already at Anayadi. Their convent building and the
training centre are nearing completion. The buildings will be blessed
and dedicated on 197 lanuary at 10.30 am. | have reguested the sisters
to meet you personally and invite you for the blessing. Since they
are a new congregation coming for the first time to our diocese, it
will be appropriate for all of us fathers to be present for the blessing
and welcome the sisters. Their apostolate will include parish ministry,
nursery, and a dispensary. | would like to present to you a brief profile
of their congregation.

The Congregation of Sisters of 5t Joseph of Saint-Marc has its origin
in 1845 at Saint-Marc in the region of Alsace, France. Fr. Pierre Paul
Blanck the founder of the Congregation felt the need of a religious
congregation for persons who have more preference for prayer and
solitude. The Charism of the Congregation is “Perpetual Adoration
of Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament,” lived out in the spirituality
of the Eucharistic Adoration of Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament,
taking care of the sick and the poor, and help in the education of
children. The Founder placed the congregation under the patronage
of 5t. Joseph.

We welcome the sisters whole-heartedly to the diccese of Thuckalay.
Vicar General's Office at Bishop's House

To make it convenient and functional, our Vicar General Rewv. Fr.
Muttathupadam will have his office at the Bishop's House. From 1*
lanuary 2015, Rev. Fr. Jose Muttathupadam will be available during
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the day time in the Bishop’s house from 9.00am to 5.00pm. He will
continue o be the Director of Sangamam.

Pastoral Visits

The Pastoral Visits to the parishes are already mentioned in the Annual
Calendar of the Diocese. Kindly take note of the dates and prepare
accordingly.

In order that | can spend more time with the people and to make the
pastoral visit more convenient and effective, | recommend you to
prepare in advance. Prior to the visit of the Bishop, the chancellor
Rev. Fr. M. Christudas, will come to the designated parish o assess
and verify the documents, cleanliness and maintenance of the church
and the surroundings. The assessment form will be sent to you for
information and the chancellor will fill the form and provide the report
to me. The financial accounts are to be submitted to Rev. Fr. Mathew
Mulangasseril regularly, and the same will be verified during the
Chancellor's visit. During the Pastoral visit kindly present all the
documents and financial statements for my perusal.

| request your cooperation in the year ahead. Through you dear

fathers, our diocese is going to be blessed. Let us continue to share

our love through our brotherliness, availability, and generosity.
May God Bless You All, Remembering you in my prayers,

Yours in Christ,
+George Rajendran SDB

Pope Francis

TWEETS

Pope Francis @Pontifex Dec 26
Let us pray today for all those who are persecuted for their
Christian faith.
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Pope Francis

TWEETS

i 1.'\ Pope Francis @FPontifex Dec 30
Today people are suffering from poverty, but also from lack of

love.
. W Pope Francis @Pontifex Dec 20
Ml If Jesus is to become the centre of our life, we need to spend time
m in his presence, before the Tabernacle.
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DIOCESE OF THUCKALAY
2014
Mission SUHJEE - Coflections
51 Mo Place Church Name Amount
1 |Anjugramam SL Thomas 7500
2 |Anamughom Loretto Matha 1300
3 |Anayadi 51 Gaorge GO0
4 |Annikkarai &1 Mathew's 4313
5 |Anukani Holy Family 6, 245,0)
6 |Athencods 51 Maria Gareti 1,255 00
7 |Bengn Sl Benadicl's
8 |Cheenivilal Amala Maria 1 (i, 001
0 |Chenameods Lourdu Matha Mission
10 |Chinsturajapuram Chnist the King 3,500,101
11 |Kaisalavilai Sl Xavier's 350000
12 |Kaliyal Si. Mary's
13 |Karode St Joseph's 2467
14 |Kattathurai St Michael's
15 |Kalluviial Bld. Mothenr Theresa 1750
16 |kazhuvanthittai S Martin ce Porres 1500
1/ |Killiyoor Dreva Watha 4650
18 |Kulasekaram St Joseph's
15 [Malaicode Holy Cross 16469
M |Manjalumaadu Litde Flowear B2670
3 [Mankaral &1 Jamas 5200
22 |Marappady E1. Themas 7000
2 |Marthandam S Vincent de Paul
24 |Mathapuram St Thomas 700
25 |Mezhacode &t Francies Assis: EO01
2 |Muzhucode &1 Thomas 5000
27 |Mukkoottukal Haoly Family 15000
28 |Munchirai 51 Gzorge
#3 |Magercoil SL Alphensa 51000
0 |Metta ol Thomas 2500
31 [Mithravilal Jeyamatha B100
1z |Padanthalumoodu Sacred Heart 20000
11 |Palappaliam Chnst the King 000
30 EsnpugheT

24 |Pallikonam Sacred Heart 1500
35 |Palugal ot Thomas 16500
36 |Paraicode Christ the King
37 |Pathukari St Thomas 2042
38 |Penu 31 Mary's
38 |Perunchilampu =t Thomas Mission
40 |Pilankalai Little Flower 500
41 |Pilankarai Loretto Matha 4510
42 |Pudur St Thomas 1400
13 |Seosalpuram SL Joseph's BRI
44 [Thackaliviiai Holy Family 1670
45 |Thadickarankonam St Josaph's 5060
46 |Thettiyode St Paul's 1760
A7 | Thettivilai Sl Michae''s 7500
48 |Thuckalay S Mary's 1100
40 |Varuthatiu St Xavier's 1400
50 |Vayalinkaral SL Antony's 2850
51 |Valan MNaaar St Joseph's 1800
Carmel Jothi School Pilankarai 11500
Total 313282

322014

Fr. Mathew Mulangasseril

Finance Officer
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BIRTHDAY & FEASTDAY OF REV. FATHERS

FR.
FR.
FR.
FR.
FR.
FR.
FR.
FR.
FR.

FR.
FR.
FR.
FR.
FR.
FR.

FEASTDAY
SHU PUTHENPURAYIL
SANIL PANTHICHIRACKAL
JOHNSILAL ARACKAPARAMPIL
SEBY MANIMALAKANDATHIL
ROBIN KOORUMULLIL
JUSTIN CHERUVELIL
MO PUTHENPURAYIL
DEVIS KARUKAPALLI CMI
S5AM PUTHUPARAMBIL CMI

BIRTHDAY

CHACKD BASIL- CMI

SHU PUTHENPURAYIL

SAJ ELAMBA SERIL 5DB
LUKA KOLLAMPARAMPILCMI
TOJI PARAMPILPARAMPIL
KURIAN PANTHICHIRACKAL

FR. TOM KUNNUMPURAM

FR.
FR.
FR.

ANTONY CHUNDELIKKATT
LD THEKKEL
GEO CHOOZHIKUNMNEL

FR.JOMON MANGALAMADAM

JANUARY 01
JANUARY 03
JANUARY O3
JANUARY 20
JANUARY 20
JANUARY 20
JANUARY 20
JANUARY 20
JANUARY 20

JANUARY O7
JANUARY 13
JANUARY 17
JANUARY 17
JANUARY 18
JANUARY 20
JANUARY 24
JANUARY 24
JANUARY 24
JANLUARY 26
JANUARY 26
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