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Ref. No. Priests/GR/70/2017
Dear and Reverend Fathers,

30 May 2017

Grestings from Bishop's House, Thuckalay!

The month of lune is dedicat-
ed to the Sacred Heart of lesus.
The devotion to the Sacred Heart
of lesus invites us all to turn to the
heart, the deepest root and foun-
dation of every person, the focus
of our affective life and, in a word,
his or her very core. During these
days, we need to contemplate the
twio hearts: the Heart of lasus, the
Good Shepherd and our own heart
as Priesis,

The Heart of the Good Shep-
herd is not only the Heart that
shows us mercy, but is itself mer-
cy. There the Father’s love shines
farth. in it all of us are welcomed
and understood as we are with all
our sins and limitations. We can
know with certainty that we are
chosen and loved. Contemplating
that heart, we renew our first love:
the memory of that time when the
Lord touched our souls and called
us to follow him, the memory of
the joy of having cast the nets of
our life upon the sea of his Word.

The Heart of the Good Shep-
herd tells us that his love is limit-
less; it is never exhausted and it
never gives up. There we see his
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infinite and boundless self-giving;
there we find the source of that
faithful and meek love which sets
free and makes others free; there
we constantly discover anew that
lesus loves us even to the end,
without ever being imposing.

The Heart of the Good Shep-
herd reaches out to us, above all
to those who are most distant. it is
there that the needle of his com-
pass inevitably points to. It is there
that we see a parbcular weakness
of his love, which desires to em-
brace all and lose none,

Contemnplating the Heart of
Christ, we are faced with the fun-
damental question of our Priestly
life: Where is my heart directed to?
Our ministry is often full of plans,
projects and activities: from cat-
echasis to liturgy, to works of char-
ity, to pastoral and administrative
commitments. Amidst all these, we
must still ask ourselves: What is my
heart set on, where is it directed
to, and what is the treasure that it
seeks? For lesus says: “Where your
treasure is, there will your heart be
also" (Mt 6:21).



The great riches of the Heart of
lesus are two: the Father and our-
selves, His days were divided be-
tween prayer to the Father and en-
countering people. 5o too the heart
of Christ's Priesis knows only two
directions: the Lord and his people.
The heart of the Priest is a heart
pierced by the love of the Lord. For
this reason, he no longer looks to
himself, but is turned towards God
and his brothers and sisters. Itis no
longer a fluttering heart, allured by
momentary whims, shunning dis-
agreements and sesking pefty sat-
isfactions. Rather, it is a heart root-
ed firmly in the Lord, warmed by
the Holy Spirit, open and available
to our brothers and sisters.

To help our hearts burn with the
charity of lesus, the Good Shep-
herd, dear Fathers, we can train
ourselves to do three things, name-
by, seek out, include and rejoice.

The prophet Ezekiel reminds us
that God himself goes out in search
of his sheep. As the Gospel says,
he “goes out in search of the one
who is lost” (Lk 15:4]), without fear
of the risks. Without delaying, he
leaves the pasture and his regular
workday. He does not put off the
search, He immediately seis to it;
his heart is anxious until he finds
that one lost sheep. Having found
it, he forgets his weariness and
puts the sheep on his shoulders,
fully content. Similarly, a Priest
must seek out for the lost members

of his parish.

Christ loves and knows his
sheep. He gives his life for them,
and no one is a stranger to him.
His flock is his family and his life.
He is not a boss to be feared by his
flock, but a shepherd who walks
alongside them and calls them
by mame. He wanis to gather the
sheep that are not yet of his fold.
5o itis also with the Priest of Christ.
He is anointed for his people, not
to choose his own projects but to
be close to the real men and wom-
en whom God has entrusted to
him. Mo one is excluded from his
heart, his prayers or his smile. With
a father’s loving gaze and heart, he
welcomes and includes everyone,
and if at times he has to correct, it
is to draw people closer. He stands
apart from no one, but is always
ready to dirty his hands. As a min-
ister of the communion that he
celebrates and lives, he does not
await greetings and compliments
from others, but is the first to reach
out, rejecting gossip, judgments
and malice. He listens patiently
to the problems of his people and
accompanies them, sowing God's
forgiveness with generous compas-
sion. He does not scold those who
wander off or lose their way, but is
always ready to bring them back
and to resolye difficulties and dis-
agreements.

Finally, God is full of joy. His joy
is born of forgiveness, of life risen
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and renewed, of prodigal children
who breathe once more the sweet
air of home. The joy of Jesus, the
Good Shepherd, is not a joy for him-
self alone, but a joy for others and
with others, the true joy of love.
This is also the joy of the Priest. He
is changed by the mercy that he
freely gives. In prayer he discovers
God's consclation and realizes that
nothing is more powerful than his
love. He thus experiences inner
peace, and is happy to be a channe!
of mercy, to bring men and women
closer to the Heart of God. Sadness
for him is not the norm, but only
a step along the way; harshness
is foreign to him, because he is a
shepherd after the mesk Heart of
God.

Dear Fathers, in the Eucharist
that we celebrate daily, we need
to rediscover each day our identi-
ty as shepherds. In every Mass, we
need to make our own the words
of Christ: “This is my body, which
is given up for you." Our devotion
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus should
halp us become good shepherds
after the heart of lesus. Let us con-
stantly renew the promijses that
we made at our Priestly ordination
during this month.

i eHeoniurG

CONCLUSION

The month of May is coming to
a close. We have honoured Mother
Miary through wvarious devotional
practices during the month. As we
enter the moenth of June, all cur
students are busy with preparing
themselves to enter the portals of
their educational institutions to
begin another year of learning. |
wish them happy schooling. | also
remember all the Fathers, Brothers
and Sisters who run the various ed-
ucational institutions in the Epar-
chy and pray that the new academ-
ic year may be fruitful. My wish is
that you will be able to form our
young people into God-fearing and
compassionate human beings. \We
need to re-dedicate ourselves to
enter into the world of the young
so that we can instil in them values,
which are so essential in today's
world.

With my prayers and blessings,
Yours in Christ Jesus,

X r‘_{_‘&ﬁi‘i(—'—‘-

FGeorge Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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Name apr:.rled Passed | Highest

John Paul IT Kulasekaram 19 19 496
St. Alphonsa, Nagercoil 195 195 495
St. Michael's, Kattathural 65 69 494
Jaya Matha, Christurajapuram 18 18 494
Sacred Heart, Padanthalumoodu [ 125 125  [493
APJM HSS, Soosalpuram 81 81 493
St. Joeph's School, Panpoli 105 105 492
Carmel Matha, Kanyakumari 85 82 491
Carmel Jyothi, Colechal 43 43 490
Mount Carmel, Muzhucode 45 45 490
MMEM H School, Varuthattu 54 54 489
St. James High School, Mankarai | 74 74 488
Holy Family, Mukkootukal 79 79 485
Pulari Matric School, Puthur 5 5 484
St Joseph's Pilankalai -CMI 68 67 480
St. Mary's, Kaliyal - CMI 132 130|475
St Thomas, Netta - CMI 25 24 472
Holy Family HS Arukan 26 26 450
Migher Secondary School Results 2017

Alphonsa. Nagercoil 375 375 1188
Sacred Heart. Padanthalumoodu [ 112 112 1163
St. Joseph's Matric, Panpoli 78 78 1149
APJM HSS, Soosaipuram 51 51 1142
St. Mary's, Kalival CMI 171 163 1096
Carmel Matha. Kanyakumari 64 64 1095
Holy Family. Mukkootukal 83 83 1024
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