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Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com

BISH%P’S HOUSE

P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.

Kanyakumari District

Tamilnadu — 629175, India

Phone: +91-4651-250633

Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/80/2018
Dears,

We are in the season of Easter.
All of us were busy with the cele-
bration of the Holy Week. On Eas-
ter Sunday, we celebrated the res-
urrection of Jesus. The attendance
in our churches during these days
was more than all other Sundays
of the year. Songs of resurrection
were ringing out from our church-
es. The congregations gathered
in their finest clothes to worship
during those days.

And yet, for some of us Holy
Week could have been a difficult
day. There are reasons why these
days can be a struggle for many of
us. Some of these issues can be list-
ed out.

*The days are often overwhelm-
ingly busy.

From early morning prepara-
tion to events throughout the day,
Priests are on the go throughout
the day. Some churches add special
services for these special days. For
some Priests, the days are so full
that they have little time to focus
on their own personal worship.

* The pressure to ‘do well’ is
increased.
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The crowd is bigger, but many
are giving the church only this one
opportunity to grab their attention.
No church leader wants to mess up
on Holy Week. Consequently, every
small issue - each off note, every
stumbled-over word, and every un-
intended delay - gets magnified.

* Finding a unique approach to the
Easter story is not easy.

The story itself is enough, of
course, but some Priests sense a
need to present the story in a fresh
and enlightening way. The task of
finding that new approach when
everyone else is preaching on the
same topic can be stressful.

* Priests see members they have
not seen since last Easter.

On one hand, that’s good news.
Priests are typically glad to see
members return, hoping they will
recommit themselves to faithful-
ness this year. On the other hand,
Priests often end these days won-
dering why they cannot reach those
same folks the rest of the year.

* Priests see ‘lostness’ come in the
door. .. and leave unchanged.



Yes, Priests trust the Word of
God will do its work. Yes, they know
that planting a seed is a first step
toward others being converted. It is
still agonizing, though, when they
see non-believers walk in the door
and out the door on Easter with no
obvious response to the gospel.

* Priests get a glimpse of what the
church could be . . . but typically
isn’t.

Parking lot attendants are
ready, and they even arrive early.
People are well dressed and easily
identified. The best musicians and
singers are enlisted. The sermons
and liturgies are well rehearsed.
The church gives its best for these
days - but then returns to mediocri-
ty the following week. That is frus-
trating.

* Priests often judge their own
sermons more critically on Easter
days.

Many of us review our ser-
mons after each service. We
think through how we might have
re-worded that point, changed that
illustration, or clarified that appli-
cation. That critique is sometimes
more intense on Holy Week, as no
Priest wants to have missed the
opportunity to proclaim the gospel
clearly and boldly.

*Priests brag about Easter atten-
dance.

It happens. Priests excited

about Easter attendance often
make sure others know about their
successes during the weeks follow-
ing the Holy Week. Unhealthy, even
ungodly, competition develops.
Nobody wants to play the game,
but few people want to lose the
game, either.

*Attendance expectations
not be met.

may

We always have Holy Week at-
tendance goal in our minds. Even
when we fight hard to stop worry-
ing about numbers, our minds still
go there. Too often we became dis-
couraged because the actual atten-
dance did not meet our goals.

*Monday morning letdown can
follow Easter.

For weeks, Priests’ energies are
devoted to preparing for the Holy
Week. Teams get ready so that the
church operates as a well-oiled ma-
chine on these days. Everyone is
focused, committed - and a bit re-
lieved when it is all over. Monday
morning means a return to the rou-
tine.

*Some Priests have no resurrec-
tion joy themselves.

For some, ministry is hard. They
serve one church while seeking the
next one. In their personal lives,
they may be struggling. They must
proclaim the hope of resurrection
when their own hope is dying. Holy

Week then becomes a chore
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to endure rather than days to cel-
ebrate.

As we have celebrated the Holy
Week, it is important that we ask
ourselves, how we spent these
days of grace? Have we made these
days meaningful for our people
through our well-prepared anima-
tions? We are as Humans; we may
have made some mistakes. This is
not the time for discouragement.
Ask our parishioners to pray for
us so that we can avoid repeating
similar mistakes in the future. In
the meantime, spent these days of
Easter in the company of the resur-
rected Lord and bring our people to
his feet so that all of us can benefit
much from the celebration of the
paschal mysteries of Christ.

CONCLUSION

On 8 April 2018, we celebrate
the Divine Mercy Sunday. It is orig-
inally based on the devotion to the
Divine Mercy that Saint Faustina

Kowalska reported as part of her
encounter with Jesus, and is asso-
ciated with special promises from
Jesus and indulgences that the
Church has issued. | invite you,
dear Fathers, to make this day spe-
cial for our people. Kindly organize
special devotional practices on this
day and propagate devotional prac-
tices to the Divine Mercy like the
recitation of the chaplet of Divine
Mercy among the faithful. We are
also beginning our Madurai Mis-
sion this month. It will be the first
initiative that we will be taking af-
ter the territory of our Eparchy was
extended. Let us ask the good Lord
to bless this venture and to make
us missionary-minded in all the
ministries that we carry out.

With my prayers and blessings,

+George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS APRIL 2018

DAT | DAY TIME EVENTS

1 Sun 03.00 am Padanthalumoodu: Easter Holy Qurbana

2 Mon | 09.30am  Ordination of Dn. Subin Scaria at Thuruthy

3 Tue Bishop's House

4 Wed 10.00 am KKSSS: Governing Body Meeting

5 Thu 02.00 pm  Idukki: Episcopal Ordination

6 Fri 09.30am  Kalluvilai: Ordination of Dn. Dorathik

7 Sat 09.30am  Soosaipuram: Ordination of Dn. Jepanesh

8 Sun 11.30am  Bp's House: Visit of Mr. Jayan Cheriamadom from Kuwait

9 Mon 10.30am | Soosaipuram: Meeting with 12 class Students

10 Tue Bishop's House

11 Wed | 9.30am|7pm | Curia meeting| CMC Thuckalay: Evening Prayer

12 Thu 06.00 pm  Azhagiyamandapam: Holy Qurbana at FCC Provincial House

13 Fri 10.00 am | Soosaipuram: Pastoral visits in the College

14 Sat | 06am-06pm | Bp’s house: Adoration and Prayer for Madurai Mission

15 Sun | 05.00 pm  |nauguration of Madurai Mission >> Changanacherry
16|17 | Tue 10.00 am Changanacherry|SABS Vestition Ceremony

18 Wed 09.00am  Mannanam: Ordination of Dn Josekutty CMI

19 Thu 02.00 pm  Bishop's House: Meeting with Regent Brothers

20 Fri 06.30 am Inaug. of work camp for Major Seminarians

06.00 pm Muchirai: Kodiyettu and Holy Qurbana

21 Sat 06.30am  Thuckalay: Holy Qurbana at CMC

22 Sun | 10.30am|4pm | Feast day Holy Qurbana: Mekkarai | Vanchinagar

23 Mon 05.00 pm Bishop's House: Meeting with Regents’ Directors

24 Tue 09.30am  Sangamam: Priests’ Conference

25 Wed 04.30 am Journey to Kuwait

26 Thu 06.00 pm | Holy Communion & Confirmation at Ahmadi - Kuwait

27 Sat | 08am|02pm | | Holy Communion & Confirmation: Abbassiya| Salmya

28 Sat 04.00 pm | Kuwait City Parish: Holy Qurbana

29 Sun 06.45 pm  Mass at Abbassiya

30 Mon 07.00 am Returns from Kuwait

Rev. Fr. Shoji Puthenpurackal | Office Secretary
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SSIS) LAY

A55151 Vldyalaya Chemamkode
Anniversay - 02.03.2018

Jothi Nilayam, Palapallam, Anniversary -
20.03.2018

Couples’ Meet, Family Apostolate, Sangamam,
10.03.2018



Minor Orders, Sangamam, 26.04.2018
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