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Deas,

The Universal Church celebrates
the feast of one of its most cher-
ished saints, namely, 5t John Marie
Vianney, popularly known as Curé
of Ars, on 4 August. He is not only
the patron saint of parish priests
but also the patron saint of confes-
sors. His dedication and spiritoal
service in converting a vast nurnber
of people and bringing them back
to the fight of the Lord, by spending
hours of battle at the confessional,
has made him the patron saint of
confessors., His life is an inspira-
tion to priests in their service. His
commitment to the conversion of
sinners and the confessional 1s a re-
rinder to us of the importance of
the sacrament of confession.

In fact, the great miracle of the
Curé of Ars was his confessional
that was besieged day and night.
Four years after his canonization
in 1925, Pope Pius ¥l named kim
the patron saint of parish priests.
The fundamental reason why the
Church named 5t lohn Vianney, the
patron saint of parish priests, is not
because he left us a body of inspir-
ing sermans fike Fulton J. Sheen,
of celebrated Mass with copious
tears, or because of his all night
vigils of prayer, fasting on boiled
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potatoes, legendary battles against
the devil, his love and care for or-
phans. What made him famous,
what earned him there pupation
of being a saint in his life Ome, was
what God did through him in his
besieged confessional. For most
of kis 41 years in Ars, a town that
had 230 people when he arrived
and about 600 permanent people
when he died, he heard confes-
sions of about its entire population
regularly. He used to hear confes-
sions for 12-14 hours in the winter
and 16-18 hours in the summer.

Ina 1586 letter to priests on the
bicentennial of the Curéd’s birth, St
lohn Paul Il said that the state of
the world requires that all priests
should imitate the pastor of Ars in
making themselves very available
for the Sacrament of Penance. He
asked them to give it priority aver
other activities so that the faithful
will realize the value attached to
this most difficult, the most deli-
cate, the most taxing and the most
demanding priestly ministry of all -
aspecially when priests are inshort
supply.

During the year of the priest-
hood, Pope Benedict XV lifted St
lohn Mary Vianney up as an ex-
ampie for all priests, meaning that



he is a model not merely for those
priests who do the most important
waork of all in the parishes, but also
those who teach full-time, those
whao work in diocesan offices, those
who work in the diplomatic corps,
thase who serve as bishops and
gven popes. Pope Benedict wrote
in a 2009 fetter to the priests of the
world, wrote: “Priests ought never
to be resigned to empty confes-
sionals or the apparent indifference
of the faithful to this Sacrament. in
France, at the time of the Cure of
Ars, confession was no more easy
or frequent than in our own day,
since the upheaval caused by the
revolution had long inhibited the
practice of religion. Yet he sought
in every way, by his preaching and
his powers of persuasion, 1o help
his parishioners to rediscover the
meaning and beauty of the Sacra-
ment of Penance, presenting it as
an inherent demand of the Eucha-
ristic presence. He thus created a
irtuous' circle. By spending long
hours in church before the taber-
nacle, he inspired the faithful to
imitate him by coming to visit Jesus
with the knowledge that their par-
ish priest would be there, ready to
listen and offer forgiveness. Later,
the growing numbers of penitents
from all over France would keep
him in the confessional for up to
sixteen hours a day. 1t was said that
Ars had become a great hospital of
souls”

Reading through the life of St

lohn Mary Vianney, we can learn
many lessons for making our
priestly lives more effective and
meaningful. The first lesson con-
cerns the practcal tips he gave on
how to go to confession, He en-
couraged penitents to be can did,
clear, concise and contrite. With
proper preparation, he said, the
confession even of someone who
had been away for years should be
able 1o be done within a few min-
utes. He tried to help those who
were prone to loguacity, especial-
ly in giving non-essential details,
to prune their confession and give
just those circumstances that were
directly relevant to commitming the
sin. This was not 30 much to save
nme, but because he generally saw
that the greater the details, the lezs
sorrowful the penitent; rather than
identifying the root causes of sins,
the extra details were normally em-
ploved to explain or excuse them.
That's why he counselled from the
pulpit: “Avoid all the useless acou-
sations. They waste the confessor's
time, fatigue those who are waiting
to confess and extinguish devo-
tion.”

Second, 5t Vianney sought to re-
move whatever fears people might
have incoming to confession. He
kriew that many were reluctant to
confess because they worried what
the priest might think of them. He
sought to reassure theem, first, by
telling them that there was noth-
ing that they could say that would
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surprise the priest. “Is it really hu-
miliating to accuse yourself of your
sins?,” he asked. “The priest knows
well what you're capable of” Then
he told them what the priest’s re-
action would be to their humble
self-accusation and trust in God's
mercy. “The priest will have mercy
or you. He will cry with you," as of-
ten St lohn Vianney did.

Third, 5t Jokn Mary Vianney
sought to help the penitents to
receive  sacramental  absoludon
prayerfully, by getdng them to
grasp what it really meant. “When
the priest gives absolution, it's nec-
essary to think of only one thing:
that the blood of the good God is
flowing through our soul to wash it,
purify it and make it as beautiful as
it was after baptism.” Absolution is
a great miracle, just like the mira-
cle of baptism, when the soul that
was deadened by sin experiences
the miracle of the resurrecton. It
I5 not uncommon in some places,
especially where confessional lines
are long, for priests to have peni-
tents to say their act-of contrition
simultaneously with the prayer of
atisolution, or for penitents to be-
gin praying their penance while the
absolution is being given. The Curé
of Ars wanted no such mulo-task-
ing. He tried to help his penitents
slow down to reflect on what was
occurring, which he was convinced
would help them grow to love the
sacrament more and experignce
more of its fruits.
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Fourth, St John Vianney tried to
get his parishioners and penitents
to pray for their confessors. “The
penitent should pray” he suggest-
ed repeatedly, “that the good God
give to his confessor the necessary
light and grace! Just as he was
praying and fasting for penitents, so
he was asking them to do the same
for him and his brother conféssors,
He knew, perhaps more than any
other priest in Church history, how
much priests are in need of prayer
to act to act effectively in the per-
son of the Divine Physician with
each penitent who comes. They
need God's grace to understand
not just the sins but the sinners
who come before him, to remain
patient with those who try their pa-
nience, to be gentle with those who
are particularly sensitive, to be firm
with those who need a good spir-
itual kick in the pants, to ery with
those who lack contrition, to give
hope to those in despain, to guide
with clarity those who are lost and
confused, and to know what to say
and what not to say in order to help
the penitent turn away from sin
and be faithful 1o the Gospel.

Fifth, the patron saint of priests
always reminded his penitents that,
if they wanted to receive God's
mercy, they had to be merciful with
others. “Unless you forgive others
their ¢ins,” lesus said in the Gospel,
“wour Heavenly Father will not for-
give yours" {Mt 6;15). 5t John Mary
Vianney helped them to see that



their absolution reguired forgiving
others 70 times 7 imes. "The good
God will pardon only those who
pardon,” he said. “That's the law”
He helped his parishioners to live
by It.

Finally, St lohn Mary Vianney
not only sought 1o help the peni-
tents to forgive others but 1o bring
others to receive the same for-
giveness that they had received
from God. He tried to make them
chieerful aposties of the sacrament
of reconciliation, spreading the joy
of being forgiven to their family
members, friends and neighbours.
Far more effectve than 100 homi-
lies on confession is the witness of
a satisfied customer. The geometric
explosion in the number of peni-
tents in the dny, barely accessible
hamilet of Ars, was ascribable not
only to God's grace and the Curé's
prayers but to the testimonies of so
many penitents whose joyful per-
sonal tales were compelling adver-
fsements.

As we celebrate the feast of St
lohn Mary Vianney, let us take 1o
heart some of these lessons, We
need to remember that the most
effective means in getting the peni-
tent to return is, In most cases, not
by pointing the finger at them or
telling them that they need o go
to confession. But itis to go to con-
fession ourselves and then to share
with therm the incredible joy we
have in being reconciled with the

Father. Thiz is a great nme o ex-
parience personally this wisdom of
the Curé of Ars and to invite others
You know to come to experience
healing. Let us, through our priestly
ministry, allow the great hospital of
souls keep running in our Eparchy.

CONCLUSION

The month of August offers us
with a number of feasts not anly
for celebration but also for our
edification. Besides the feast of St
lohn Mary Vianney, on 15 August
we celebrate the twin festivals of
Assumption of our Blessed Mother
Mary and the Independence of our
beloved motherland., Assumption
is an expression of our deep faith
because we believe in the real,
physical elevation of the sinless
soul and incorrupt body our Moth-
er Mary into Heaven 15 August also
commenorates the independence
that we obtained from the United
Kingdom after years of struggle. On
this day, let us pray for the wellbe-
ing of our country and ask Mother
Mary to intercede for us so that we
become free from svery form of
bondage and be with her one day
in heaven.

With my prayers and blessings,

ENT

+George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay

BLESUE ZRIE



19 AUGUST 2018

JUSTICE SUNDAY
I RESPECTYOU

WHO DOYOU

SE3?

Hlﬂﬂlﬂﬂm .r*! I
rEuU abled _l.,:' i

Jurvevor

UNTO

human edf;'
PERCEPTIONS
INFLUENCE RESPECT




PASTORAL LETTER
Office for Justice, Peace and Development

Catholic Bishops' Conference of India

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Je-
sus Christ,

We are cxpfnencmg a lot of
unrest in socicty today. We con-
stantly hear of communal tensions,
gender violence, hate crimes and
suicides. The very fabric of socicty
is unravelling in this present culture
of intolerance and indifference. A
particularly gruesome incident was
the abduction, rape and murder of
Asifa Bano, an eight-vear old child,
in January this year. Society failed
little Asifa in various ways. She
was part of a nomadic minority
community. The perpetrators used
Asifa in order to force her commu-
nity to move out of the area. They
chose to teach 2 nomadic tribe a
lesson by confining, drugging, bru-
talising, strangulating to death and
defiling a mere, innocent child. So-
ciety failed Asifa again when cer-
tain groups protested the arrest of
the offenders.

Yet hope was not lost. Society
worked together, to show solidarity
with Asifa and others wronged like
her, to come up with the slogan *1
Respect You". Several campaigns
were held in protest against gender
crimes, and called for justice to be
delivered. This Justice Sunday, the
Church in India would like to take
up the *T Respect You™ slogan in a
larger context, and uvse it to com-

bat the intolerance and inditference
that plagues us today. Respect can
be used both as a defensive shield
and as a vanguard in the war against
sin which now manifests its de-
structive power, as Pope Francis
states, in wars, various forms of vi-
olence and abuse, abandonment of
the most vulnerable, and in attacks
on nature (Landato Si"#66).

Respect is prounded in Scripture
Here are a few select incidents
where God, the very Lord of all,
demonstrated the value of respect.
God respects life, as manifest in the
commandment: “You shall not mur-
der” (Deuteronomy 5:17). The Lord
also called for the land be respected
by ordering that it should rest and
lie fallow every seventh year (cf. 1x-
odus 23:10). Jesus treated a woman
married multiple times with respect,
1 persen of dubious morals by most
standards, and it was through her
that many in the town she inhab-
ited came to believe in Christ (cf.
John 4:7-40). Paul did not depart
from Jesus' “render to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s, and to God
the things that are God's” (cf Mark
12:17) when he instructed that ev-
cryone must be given what is due to
them, including “respect to whom
respect is owed” (cf. Romans 13:7).
Apart from mercy, did Jesus not ac-
cord respect to those who crucified
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Him, when He asked the Heaven-
Iy Father to forgive them (cf. Luke
23:34)2

Four Layers of Respect

How then can we emulate God,
and how is "Respect” applicable in
the present world? We must first
and foremost have respect for God
—oiar Creator, Redeemer, Comfort-
er and Advocate. We respect God
when are reverent while receiving
the Eucharist. We respect God,
as we ought to, when we accord
the Lord the primary place in our
lives. In today’s difhcult times, it
is imperative that we carve out the
proper space for God, and spend
time in daily prayer.

Secondly, we must respect oth-
ers in their capacity as fellow hu-
mans and children of God. We are
instructed to respect everyone (cfl
1 Peter 2:17). Respect cannot be
conditional on someone’s gender,
caste or religion, for all are equal in
the sight of God and everyone is
created in God's likeness. In our
quest to be Christ-like, it would do
us well to remember that our Lord
and Master kept “guestionable”
company — tax payers, prostitutes,
Samaritans; and extended his heal-
ing touch to the Romans who were
sovercign over Israel. We have to
respect the human dignity we all
have in common, regardless of how
different we perceive each other to
be. Thus, disrespecting and mar-
ginalising certain communities on
account of their beliefs cannot be
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condoned. Just as God causes the
sun to rise on the evil as well as the
good, and sends rain on the just
and unjust (cf. Matthew 5:45), our
Christian values must be demon-
strated to everyone, regardless of
their caste or religion.

Gender crimes are not violence
againstwomen, but violence against
humanity. We need to identify and
overcome the influence of misog-
yny In our consciousness. A start
can be made by recognising the
differcnt standards we find “nor-
mal” and acting to counter these.
In the words of the American TV
personality, Jon Stewart, “Nobody
says hey, men should not drink. 1t's
all about women must dress differ-
ently, women must walk different-
ly, women must drink differently.
Why are we not able to hold men
to account for this behaviour?™ At
this point, it would be prudent to
reiterate that humans despite their
differences in gender, are created
in the image and likeness of God,
so all humans, including the third
gender have to be respected equal-
ly. On the same note, others must
be duly respected whether they are
older or younger, in a position of
authority or in one of servitude,
without considering their place in
socicty or their wealth, The beg-
gar on the street is as human as
the owner of a conglomerate, and
equally meriting of respect.

Third, we must respect our-
selves. In respecting God and in
respecting others, we cannot forget



that we can do so in our full capac-
ity only when we value ourselves.
Self-care cannot be neglected. In
our fast-paced lives, it is easy for
us to stress ourselves to the point
of burn-out. So let us also make
an effort to take care of, and re-
spect, ourselves. We must not
give in to the temptations of sui-
cide or self-disparagement. The
Lard did not die for us to demean
ourselves; furthermore, our bodies
are temples of the Holy Spirit (cf.
1 Corinthians 6:19).

Fourthly, we must respect
Creation that is akin to us human
beings in being the handiwork of
God. As stewards of Creation, we
should strive to nurture it, rather
than destroy Creation by our re-
source-intensive lives that trade
the bounty of nature for tran-
sient human convenience. Evena
small step in nurturing Creation
will set us on the path of universal
reconciliation with every creature,
as experienced by Saint Francis of

Assisi (Laudato Si°#66).
Liturgical underpinnings

The Gospel of today invites us
to share in the meal the FEucharist:
Jesus says, "1 am the living bread
that came down from heaven.
Whoever eats this bread will live
forever.” The life that Jesus offers
us is follness of life, or in other
words, abundance of life {cf. John
10:10). The wise are the ones who
partake in the meal that the Lord
offers us. This life that is given to

us at the Eucharist is the life cach
one of us is called to respect. It
is in respecting the other, caring
for, and loving the Creation that
God has created and entrusted to
us, that we share in His fullness
of life. The letter to the Ephesians
calls us to: “Be very careful, then,
how you live—not as unwise but
as wise". The wisdom lics in do-
ing the will of our Heavenly Fa-
ther, ie;, to treat the other with
RESFECT

Conclusion

Respect flows from love — and
tolove is the essence of all of God's
commandments. Bishop Michael
Curry of the American Episcopal
Church, preached on the power
of love in May 2018, asking us to
imagine a world where love - un-
selfish, sacrificial, redemptive — is
the way. He said, "When love is
the way, we know that God is the
source of us all, and we are broth-
ers and sisters, children of God...
that’s a new heaven, a new earth,a
new world, a new human family.”
May the grace of Christ enable
us to love, respect and transform
humanity.

I Respect You.
Bishop Allwyn D'Silva

Member, Office for Justice,
Peace and Dievelopment

Carhelic Bishaps’ Conference of
India {CBCI)
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6. CARMEL JYOTHI MATRIC.HR.SEC.SCHOOL VELLIYAKULAM, COLACHEL

Inauguration

The academic year 2018-2019
was inaugurated by Mother Vigi
CMC, the Provincial of CMC Cha-
vara Vice Province, Carmel lyothi
School was very happy to welcome
our new Principal Sr. Jessy Therese
and Correspondent 5r.Philo Tom.

72 Sspuims
= | ZsmuF I01:

PTA Meeting

The first PTA mesting was con-
ducted in our school on 11th June,
Srlessy our Principal and Corre-
spondent Sr Philo addressed the
gathering and shared the vision and
mission of our school. The parents
were guided to handle the children
in various maters.



Celebration of Carmel Matha Feast

Carmmel Matha, feast was cele-
brated on 16th July 2018 in a grand
manner. The Holy mass was cele-
brated in the school courtyard by
Rev. Fr. Jose Mutathupadm, Vicar
General of Thuckalay diocese and
Fr. Dency. our parish priest. All the
staff and students participated in
the solemn mass and sweets were
distributed after the holy mass.
Inauguration of Literary associa-
tion

On July 17th the inauguration
of English cluby, Tamil club, Science
club and exhibiton departrnent
was conducted. Mr. Harikesh, from
Edufox was the chief guest of the

yofl Hpven s8

function. Rew. St Dr. Jessy Therese
inaugurated the clubs by lighting
the lamp and subsequently she
delivered the inaugural address.
Rev. Mother. Philo Tom distribut-
ed the badges to the executives of
the English club. Mr. Harikesh, Ms.
Sindhu, Ms. lanet, Ms. Sumathi,
Ms. Prabhia and Kumard Ashimy rep-
resenting various clubs felicitated
the functon. Mr. Eldo Arimaly wel-
comed the gathering and Mr. Felix
1 P proposed the vote of thanks.
After the functon a rally was con-

ducted by the English club.
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BISHOP S ENGAGEMENTS AUGUST 2018

DAT | DAY | TIME EVENTS
1 Wed | 0800 pm  Minor Seminary: Holy Ourbana
2 Thu | 1100am | Champaksra: Frst Holy Communion
3 Fri Bishop's House
, . 08 30am | Mokkoottukal: 51 Vianney day celebmbons
- = 07 .00 pmn | Kallikutam: Our Lady of Srow Church Feast, Vespors
5 | Sum |05.30am  Kallikulsm: Maths Church Feast Holy Qurbsra
& Wion Bishop's House
F.s Tue | G615 pm | Mathrawlzi: Feast day Homily
g wed | (930am  Curla meetng
g Thu Bishop's House
1000 am | kKESSS: GB meetineg
10 Fri | 0530 pm | Kafzkkavilzi: Feast day Kodiyetiu and Homily
=== Changanacherry
11 Szt | 1100 am Changanachery: Engegement and Holy Qurbana
‘05.30sm  Nithiravilai, Holy Qurbaria
12 | Sun | B200pm  Megsrcoi: Alphonss-scadsmy Prize distributon
0500 pm_ Vellambi: Holy Qurbana
13 Men | I0.00am | Patai- inter Eparchial Meeting
5 i 000 am  Soosaipurarn: ST Alphonsa coflecs Maths Mational Serninar
Oe.00 pm  Paramanvilai: Feast day Holy Curbana
15 Wed | 84.00 pra | Killivoor: Blessing of renoveted church
I 16 Thu | B200 a-: Tirunsivell and Shenkottai mission Visit
“:? i 10.00am | St Alphonsa collean: Alfast inatstration
0545pm  Pilankarai: Feast day Holy Qurbarna
iR %2t | 1100am - Socsaipuram Holy Mass at SABS regional house
1 | gun |0800aM Paraicode: Holy Qurbana and laying foundation stone
0200 pm  >>Kakkanad
20-3ep. 1 Kakkanad: Syro-Malabar Synod
26 Sun Thnssunﬂapusrn Holy Qurbana
Rev. Fr. Shoji Puthenpurackal,
Office Secretary
35 | E=pume

=R TafE



Pathukani - 03.07.2017

Renovated Church Blessing
Muzhucode -15.07.2018




ALPHONSA NADAIPAYANAM,
Thuckalay to Nagercoil, 21.07.2018

CATECHISM ANNIVERSARY,
08.07.2018
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