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Ref, Mo. Priests/GR/77/2017
DOears,

Greetings from Bishop's House,
Thuckalay! | am sure you had a
meaningful celebration of Christ-
mas in your respective settings.
We have just entered the new year,
Let me greet you, dear Fathers, a
grace-filled Mew Year, May you ex-
perience God's choicest blessings
throughout this year 2018|

The Syro-Malabar Church keeps
the Mission Week from & January
2018 to 12 lanuary 2018. You have
already read the Circular that ocur
Major Archbishop wrote for the oc-
casion and | am sure you have read
it to the people on 31 December
2017 in all our Churches. 5t John
Paul in one of his catechesis giv-
en on 1% April 1995 speaks about
evangelization and | want to reflect
on this topic, as we are about to
mari the Mission Week.

The Pope says that the com-
mand of Christ to preach Gospel to
the ends of the sarth, makes the
Church catholic and gives her the
missionary nature. This is reiterat-
ed in the Decres Ad Gentes of Vati-
can |l. According to it, "The pilgrim
Church is missionary by her very
=1
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nature, since it is from the mission
of the Son and the mission of the
Holy Spirit that she draws her ori-
gin, in accordance with the decree
of God the Father” (AG 2). It is a
mystery established by the divine
Trinitarian plan which is fulfillad in
the Church and made manifest as
permanently her own, since the
day of Pentecost.

For the Pope, being essentially
missionary does not mean mere-
Iy that the Church has a universal
mission to all humanity. Instead, it
means that in her constitutive re-
ality, in her soul, and thus it could
be said In her very psychology, she
possesses a dynamism that con-
cretely unfolds in preaching the
Gospel, in spreading the faith and
in calling to conversion. This inte-
rior drive, intimately linked to her
mission, comes from the Holy Spirit
and is therefore part of her mystery.
The dynamism that comes from it
is thus expressed as a distinctive
characteristic of the whole Church.
This is shown in a concrete and ef-
fective way especially in those who,
starting with the apostles, po to
regions far from their land for the



sake of the Gospel.

The Pope acknowledges the
fact that all the members within
the Church are not called upon to
go to the mission landz, Even if all
are not called personally to go to
the mission lands, each one in the
Church and with the Church has
the task of spreading the light of
the Gospel, sccording to the saving
mission passed on by the Redeem-
er to the ecciesial community. In-
deed, all are called to cooperate in
this mission.

In the last decades, Syro-Mal-
abar Church has recognized this
truth and has been sending mis-
sionaries to different parts of the
world., The missionary Eparchies,
beginning with Chanda establicshed
on 31 March 1962, have played
great role in spreading the mes-
sage of lesus Christ. Our Eparchy
too was originally begun as a mis-
sion territory of the Archdiocese
of Changanassery. Last year, Pope
Francis extended the territory of
our Eparchy asking us to spread the
rmessage of Christ that we have re-
ceived from the missionaries to the
wider population within the State
of Tamilnadu.

Hence, it is our duty o encour-
age our people to become part of
this mission of the Church, The mis-
sionary week that we are going to
celebrate fram 6 January 2018 o

12 january 2018 should become
a launching pad for our mission-
ary actvites in the newly added
territories. | invite all of you, dear
Fathers, to encourage our peaple
to become part of this verture by
contributing their mite in ways that
are possible to them so that we can
be fajthful to our mission.

CONCLUSION

We are approaching the cel-
ebration of the Denha, which
marks the manifestation of Jesus
to the world. The celebration also
coincides the beginning of the Sy-
ro-Malabar Mission week, | am
sure the Mission League will cele-
brate this week in meaningful ways
so that our young people are en-
thused and motvated to love the
missionary work of the Church,
The collection that will be taken
during those days will be sent 1o
Kakkanad for the upkeep of the
Syro-Malabar Missions all over the
warld. | request you, dear Fathers,
to encourage our children to getin-
volved in this important aspect of
our Church, With my prayers and
blessings,

Yours in Chirist Jesus,

1 }: o
+George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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BISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS JANUAREY I018

DAT | DAY | TIME EVENTS
1 Mon | 0200pm  Ordinston of Dn. Anto Prabén, Pilankalai
2 Tue | D5.00pm  Ksrode: Femily Sangsmam
3 Wed | 08.30&8m | Curia Meetng
4 Thu | 1000am | Theology Course Faculty Meetng |CMEC Thuckalay
5 Fri Bizhop's Houss
] Szt |05.30am | Sposaipursmc S5t Alphonsa Hosted Blassings> Shamshabad
T Sun | 08.00=m  imauvgurston of Shamshabad Diocsse>> Rochi
E-13 Maon Synog st Kakkansdu =» Thuckalsy
14 Sun | M4O00pm  Nattalam: 5M Holy Qurbana with Soosaipuam Forane
18 Mon [ 11:30am Ezliuwvilas: KX55S Day
03.00pm Bishop's House: Meeong of Mission committes
1e Tue | 1000&m  Puiinkunnuo: Marriage Qurbanz
17 Wed | 05.00pm @ Nithrawilai: Kzrenai llam Thanksgiving Qurbzna
13 Thu |[10.002m  Kumarskam: Marnage of Elsamma's Daushter
19 Fri 0200.pm  Bishop's'House: Sinal Theology faculty meeting
20 Zar. | D735 =m | CMC Thuckslay Qurbans
1180am  Manjalumoodu: Holy Qurbana
0400pm  Nithrsuilai: Silver Jublize public mestng
21 Sun | 10,00 am Matiakkars Pala: Feast day Qurbans
First Holy Communion {Cyril LK)
EE Mon | 11.00 =2m E':-Ierr'lhf:lu |Mecodef: Marr Egi":l,u roans == Chennsi
23-24 Tue THBC Meeong gt Chernai #= To Thuckaiay
25 Thu |MO0pm  Nagercoil: School Annual Day Celebration
26 Fri 05,20 =2m Athirampuzhs! Holy Qurbana
FE Sat: | 10400am  Minor Seminary: Home Day
05.00:;pm | Shenkottai: Pulsr schoolsnnus! day
2% | Si o | Pobuget Viseare 0 Pala Golten Uabhad oy Gl
25 Mon | 0100pm  Palayamkctisic Meenong 3t Bishop's House
30 Tue | 05.00=zm Mezhacode: First Holy Communion
208 Soozzipuram: Alphonzs Collegs Gradustion Day
31 ‘Wed Bishop's House

Fr. Thomas Sathianesan |Eparchial Chancellor
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¥ Catechism Forane Level Competition, Arukany

‘(( ;/ ! . - 23.32,2.1] 17

Consecration - Little Elower Church, Pilankalai
=29.12.2017

Visit to a Station in Madurai
- 3112707
5






