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resolve to revamp our missionary commitment to do even 

better and more. Diamond Jubilee greetings to all. God bless 

you. 

 

 

 

Bishop's Home 

Ballarpur 

15 August 2022 

 

Bishop, Diocese of Chanda 
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I am extremely happy to present the Directory of the 

diocese 2022 of Chanda in the Diamond Jubilee Year of our 

mission in this land. Sixty years we have served here 

tirelessly for the Lord to establish God's kingdom on earth. 

We have succeeded a great deal in establishing a human 

welfare society oriented towards kingdom values such as 

Love, Truth, Justice, Peace etc with a spiritual enlightenment 

to witness Christ. I thank everyone for your valuable co- 

operation to this mission in different ways. Incidentally in the 

year 2022 we are also celebrating the 1950
th 

year of the 

Martyrdom of St. Thomas, the apostle to India and the 

heavenly patron of our diocese. May St. Thomas the apostle 

be our source of inspiration and intercessor in all our 

missionary endeavours. 

Even in this cybernetic world of communication and 

social media, the need for documentation and archives have 

not been minimized. A system of filing  and archiving is part 

of any serious establishment. A book of reference or a data- 

bank in printed form will serve the future generations. 

Hence is the importance of a directory such as this for a 

diocese. 

I take this opportunity to felicitate all those who have 

collaborated with this initiative and in a special way to thank 

Fr. Peter C. Kissan for the editorial work and Fr. Shine 

Antony Manjaly for technical assistance. I hope this 

directory will serve everyone as an easy reference to know 

the diocese, general statistics and contact of missionaries, 

parishes and institutions. As I thank God in this Diamond 

Jubilee Year for all God's blessings, I invite everyone to 

 08 
EPARCHY OF CHANDA 

 

FOREWORD 

 09 
EPARCHY OF CHANDA 

 



 

 
 

Archdiocese of Ernakulam. Fr. Ephrem served the archdiocese as 

Assistant Vicar at St. Mary's Forane Church, Kanjoor (1987), St. 

Mary's Forane Church, Koratty (1988), St. Mary's Cathedral 

Basilica, Ernakulam (1989) and then as Pro-Vicar at St. Joseph's 

Church, Madakkal (1990-1992). Later he continued his higher 

studies at Vidyajyoti College of Theology, Delhi from where he 

obtained his Master's Degree in Theology. 

While Fr. Ephrem was pursuing his higher studies at Vidyajyoti 

College of Theology, Delhi he served also as Chaplain of Migrant 

Syro-Malabar Catholics in New Delhi (1992-1995). After the 

completion of studies at Delhi Fr. Ephrem was appointed Rector of 

Sant Vianney Gurukul, Minor Seminary of the diocese of Chanda 

(1995-2002) and in that capacity he served the diocese of Chanda 

for seven years. He obtained Doctorate in Spiritual Theology from 

St. Peter's Pontifical Institute of Theology and Philosophy, 

Bangalore (2002-2004). After having returned to the home 

diocese, he served as Vicar at Holy Family Church, Thabore 

(2004-2007). He was visiting professor at St. Charles' Seminary, 

Nagpur (2000 - 2002) and at St. Thomas Apostolic Seminary, 

Vadavathoor, Kottayam (2004-2007).Then he served as professor 

of Systematic Theology Toronto School of Theology (TST) 

Federated with university of Toronto, Canada and member of 

Formation Council at St. Augustine's Faculty of Theology, 

Toronto, Canada. 

Pope Francis appointed Fr. Ephrem Nariculam Bishop of 

Chanda on 31 July 2014. He was ordained bishop by Major 

Archbishop Mar George Cardinal Alencherry on 24 October 

2014. 

FORMER PRELATES:  

I)  BP.JANUARIUS PALATHURUTHY  CMI  (1962-1990) 

Born : 20 March 1913 

First Vows : 24 November 1934 

THETHEEPEAPRARCCHHYY OOFFCHCAHNADANDA 
Patron : St. Thomas the Apostle 

Area : 32,233 Sq.Kmts. 

Total Population : 39, 20,160 

Catholics : 13,136 

Families : 2710 

Zones/Foranes : 5 

Parishes : 11 

Mission stations : 42 

Diocesan Priests : 43 

Major Seminarians : 27 

Minor Seminarians : 13 

Languages : Marathi, Hindi, Telugu & Tribal 
Languages 

Civil  Districts : Chandrapur, Gadchiroli, Wardha 

State : Maharashtra 

History : 

By the Apostolic Decree Ad Lucem Sancti Evangelii of 31 

March 1962 Pope John XXIII erected the Ecclesiastical Unit of 

Chanda separating three civil districts namely, Wardha, Chanda 

and Adilabad from the Archdiocese of Nagpur. This new 

ecclesiastical unit was constituted as an ñOrdinariateò and was 

handed over to the Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI) of the 

Syro-Malabar Sui Iuris Church. 

Msgr. Januarius Palathuruthy CMI was appointed on 12 June 

1962 as its first Ecclesiastical Superior with duties, privileges and 

faculties of an Apostolic Exarch. Since the official documents 

from Rome did not arrive on time the handing over of the mission 
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territory did not take place on 3 July, 1962 as was previously 

agreed up on. However, on 3 July, 1962, on the feast of St. Thomas 

the Apostle, the first Syro-Malabar Liturgy was celebrated in the 

military chapel at Pulgaon, Wardha. Later at the Archbishop's 

House chapel Nagpur on 15 August 1962, the new ecclesiastical 

unit of Chanda was formally and canonically erected and the new 

Superior, Msgr. Januarius CMI was installed as its first 

Ecclesiastical Superior. 

Seven CMI Priests, the pioneer missionaries of Chanda, who 

arrived Ballarpur in 1962 were Frs. late Januarius Palathuruthy 

(Ordinary designate), late Silas, Joseph Velamparampil, late 

Zacheus, Joseph Manjaly, late Felician and late Eugene. 

The CMC Sisters (Thrissur) who came as pioneers were Srs. 

Rita (+), Teresa (+), Pulcheria (+), Euphamia (+). They took up 

the management of the military school at Pulgaon in 1962. 

Another group of CMC Sisters who came from Pala (1963) were 

sisters   They are started their mission in Mandamari. 

The ñOrdinariateò was raised to the status of an Apostolic 

Exarchate on 29 July 1968 and Msgr. Januarius CMI was made its 

Apostolic Exarch. On 26 February 1977 by the Papal Bull 

ñNostra Ipsorumò Pope Paul VI  established Chanda as a diocese 

and Msgr. Januarius CMI was appointed as its first Bishop. He 

was ordained Bishop at Ballarpur on 03 May 1977. 

Bishop Januarius CMI retired on 15 May 1990 and Fr. Antony 

Moozhikuzhy CMI was appointed as the Administrator until 

Bp.Vijay Anand Nedumpuram CMI took charge on 03 July 1990. 

Present Diocese of Chanda comprises the civil districts of 

Wardha, Chandrapur (Chanda) and Gadchiroli (new district as a 

result of bifurcation of Chandrapur district in 1982) in 

Maharashtra State. 

The diocese of Chanda was bifurcated and the Diocese of 

Adilabad was formed on 16 July, 1999 with the civil  district of 

Adilabad in Andhra Pradesh (now Telangana) and Fr. Joseph 

Kunnath CMI was appointed as its first bishop. On 6 Oct. 1999 

was his Episcopal ordination at Mandamari and he was installed 

on the same day. 

Bp. Ephrem Nariculam became the third bishop of the diocese 

of Chanda on 24 October 2014. 

BISHOP :  BP. EPHREM NARICULAM  

Born : 10 December 1960 

Ordained Priest : 27 December 1986 

Elected Bishop : 15 July 2014 

Announcement : 31 July 2014 

Ordained Bishop : 24 October 2014 

Installation : 24 October 2014 

Motto : ñThy Kingdom Comeò 

(Tava Rajyam Ayatu) 

Address : Bishop's Home, Ballarpur P.O. 

Chandrapur Dt., M.S. 442701 

Ph : 07172 240537 

Mob : +91 9423261891, 9130702331 

Ephrem Nariculam was born on 10 December 1960 at 

Nayarambalam in the Archieparchy of Ernakulam-Angamaly as 

the son of Late Thomas and Late Thresia Maria Nariculam. 

Having completed his school education at St. George's School 

Vadel and Bhagavathivilasam School, Nayarambalam, Fr. 

Ephrem joined the Minor Seminary of the Arch eparchy of 

Ernakulam. He had his Philosophy in Sacred Heart Seminary, 

Poonamallee and Theology in St. Joseph's Seminary, Mangalore. 

On 27 December 1986 Mar Antony Cardinal Padiyara 

ordained him priest at St. Joseph's Church, Sanjopuram, for the 
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Ex-officio members (7) 

È Fr. Varghese Puthuparambil CMI, Proto-Syncellus 

È Fr. Robinson C., Syncellus 

È Fr. , Syncellus 

È Fr. Shibu Monipally, Chancellor 

È Fr. Robinson C., DFO 

È Fr. Shibu Monipally, Rector, SVG 

È Fr. Benny Mukalel CMI, Provincial 

Nominated Members (4) 

È Fr. Johny Narikatt 

È Fr. Vincent Pangola 

5. D P C ( D I  O C E S A N PA S TO R A L C O U N C I  L ) 
MEMBERS 

I.  Ex-Officio  Members 

È Fr. Varghese Puthuparambil CMI, Proto-Syncellus 

È Fr. Robinson C., Syncellus 

È Fr. , Syncellus 

È Fr. Shibu Monipally, Chancellor 

È Fr. Benny Mukalel CMI, Provincial, 
Mar Thoma Province 

È Sr. Vidhya SJB, Provincial, Wardha 

È Sr. Cicil Jose SD, Provincial, Wardha 

È Sr. Philo CMC, Provincial, Wardha 

È Sr. Rita Jose DM, Provincial,Wardha 

È Fr. Shibu Monipally, Rector, SVG 

È Fr. , CLC Director 

È Fr. Jobin Ovelil, LSSS, Social Work Director 

È Fr. Robinson C., (DFO) 

Ordained Priest : 07 March 1942 

Appointed Ordinary : 12 June 1962 

Appointed Apostolic Exarch : 29 July 1968 

Elected Bishop : 26 February 1977 

Ordained Bishop : 03 May 1977 

Retired : 15 May 1990 

Expired : 28 March 199 

Laid to rest : 31 March 1995 

Motto : Sambhajemahi Dhivyani 

ñLet us share everything dynamically divineò. 

Bishop Januarius was born at Konthuruthy, Ernakulam on 20 

March 1913. He joined the Congregation of Carmelites of Mary 

Immaculate (CMI) in 1934 and did his priestly studies at St 

Joseph's Seminary, Mangalore. He was ordained priest in 1942. 

He graduated at S.H. College, Thevara, took Ph.D. from Rome, 

taught Philosophy at Chethipuzha and Dharmaram until the 

Chanda Mission was formed in 1962. He was nominated its first 

Exarch in 1968. On 3 May 1977 he was consecrated bishop for the 

diocese of Chanda. He died on 28 March 1995 and was buried at 

Balharshah, Cathedral. 

ii)  BP. VIJAY  ANAND NEDUMPURAM,  CMI(BISHOP 
EMERITUS)  

Born : 24 September 1938 

First Vows : 16 May 1959 

Ordained Priest : 17 May 1967 

Elected Bishop : 20 April  1990 

Announcement : 15 May 1990 

Ordained Bishop : 03 July 1990 

Installation : 03 July 1990 

Motto : ñUniversal Familyò (Viswa 

 18 
EPARCHY OF CHANDA 

 

 15 
EPARCHY OF CHANDA 

 



 

 
 

Kutumb) 

Address : Prabhu Sadan, Tarsa Vittalwada 

P.O. 442 702 Chandrapur Dt., 
M.S. 

Mob : 09405274606 

Bishop Vijay Anand Nedumpuram CMI was born on 24 

September 1938 in the parish of Cherpunkal, in the eparchy of 

Palai. After his school education in Palai, he joined the CMI 

congregation as an aspirant in 1956 at Mannanam. He had his 

novitiate at Chethipuzha and Philosophy as well as Theology at 

Dharmaram, Bangalore. He made his first profession on 16 May 

1959 and Final Profession on 16 May 1962. He was ordained 

priest on 17 May 1967. After his ordination he did his MSW at Tata 

Institute, Bombay in 1971. From 1971-78 he was the Vicar 

General of the Exarchate of Chanda, from 1978-84 General 

Councillor and Vicar General of the CMI Congregation. In 1984 

he was elected Prior General of the Congregation. He was 

appointed bishop of Chanda on 20 April 1990 and the 

announcement was on 15 May 1990. He was ordained Bishop on 3 

July 1990 and was installed as Bishop of Chanda on the same day. 

His Episcopal motto is Viswa Kutumb (Universal Family). He 

retired from his office on 24 October 2014. 

II.  DIOCESAN ORGANS 

1. OFFICIALS:  

A. i. Vicar General (Proto-Syncellus) 

: Fr. Varghese Puthuparambil CMI 

(Departments & Parishes/ 
Mission Stations and 
Institutions) 

ii. Syncellus : Fr. Robinson C. 
(Land, Farming & Boardings) 

iii.  Syncellus : Fr. Robert Nicholas (Education) 

B. Chancellor : Fr. Shibu Monipally 

C. Diocean Finance Officer 

: Fr. Robinson C. 

D. Secretary to the Bishop 

: Fr. Shine Manjely 

2. COLLEGE  OF DIOCESAN CONSULTERS (CDC) 

È Bishop Ephrem Nariculam 

È Fr. Varghese Puthuparambil CMI (Proto-Syncellus) 

È Fr. Benny Mukalel CMI (Provincial) 

È Fr. Augustine Mundiath CMF 

È Fr. Shyju Madapallikunnel 

È Fr. Raju Avookaran 

3. FINANCE  COUNCIL  

È Fr. Varghese Puthuparambil CMI 

È Fr. Robinson C. 

È Fr. Thomas Punchayil 

È Fr. Shyju Madpallikunnel 

4. PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL:  

Elected Members (11) 

È Fr. Tomy Chovelikudiyil 

È Fr. Raju Avookaran 

È Fr. Dinesh Mate 

È Fr. Joshy Chettiyanchira 

È Fr. Jobin Ovelil 

È Fr. Sebastin Orapuzhackal CMI 

È Fr. Augustine Mundiathu CMF 

È Fr. Tomy Chirapurath CMI 
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E-mail : clcchanda@gmail.com 

A. Youth Department 

: Fr. 

Fr. Francis Minj  (Assistant) 

Youth,CDCA, PMO, 

Holy Childhood, Mission 

League, Altar Servers, 

Ecumenism, Post Metric 

Education, Talent 
Club for Capacity Building 
(TCCB) 

B. Family Apostolate : Fr. Kurian (Shijo) Panayalil 

: Faith Formation of Families, 

Home Mission, Marriage Burea 

SCC, etc. 

3. Social Apostolate   :  Fr. Jobin Ovelil 

Education/ Culture, Health, 
Women's Desk, Justice & Peace, 
Development, SC-ST-BC, Legal 
Aid, Jail Ministry, Lilian Fonds, 
Pro-Life, Labour 

4. Finance :  Fr. Robinson C. 

5. Communication, AVD : Fr. Kurian Panayalil 

Media Centre, 

Devdan Sanchar Kendra 

Those in- charge 

1. PRO. : Fr. Dinesh Mate 

Fr. Binoy C. CMI 

Fr. Subin 

2. Vocation Promoters : Fr. Clement Madavana 

Fr. Shibu Monipally 

È Fr. ,Youth Director 

È Fr. Kurian, Director, Communication Department 

È Fr. Thomas Punchyil, Zonal Vicar, Allapalli 

È Fr. Robinson C., Zonal Vicar, Ballarpur 

È Fr. K. S. Joseph, Zonal Vicar, Brahmapuri 

È Fr. Vincent Pangola, Zonal Vicar, Wardha 

È Fr. Mathew Nirappel, Zonal Vicar, Wirur 

II.  Elected: (27) 

A. From CRI:  (2) 

1. Bro. Arun SG, President, CRI 

2. Sr. Liya Agustine SAB, Secretary, CRI 

B. From Zones (25) 

i. Ballarpur  Forane (5) 

4. Mr. Anand Rengundalwar - (Gents) Kalmana 

5. Mrs. Kavitha Domala (Ladies) - Ballarpur 

6. Mr. Christi Perreira- Babupet 

7. Mr. Antony Francis (Youth) - Chandrapur 

8. Mr. Ashok Durge - Aksapur 

ii. Allapally  Forane (5) 

9. Mr. Niko Minj  - Ettapally 

10. Mr. Mahakali Durge Ashti 

11. Mr. Jagan Ghulath - Koprelli 

12. Mr. Kishore Ghandare (Youth) - Gomini 

13. Miss. Sunitha Jumde (Ladies) - Repanpalli 

iii.  Brahmapuri  Zone (5) 

14. Mr. Nagendra Taksande - Mul 

15. Mrs. Sangeetha Wandare (Ladies) - Brahmapuri 
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16. Mr. Nabi Tirkey (Youth) - Gadchiroli 

17. Mr. Francis Pattel - Kurkheda 

18. Mr. Namdev Amande -Wasa 

iv. Wardha Zone (5) 

19. Mr. Michael- Hinghanghat 

20. Mr. Benny Joseph - Kaotha 

21. Mrs. Shobhita Joseph (Ladies) (Kaotha) 

22. Mr.Simeon Lawrence (Wardha) 

23. Mr. Reagan (Youth) - Wardha 

v. Wirur  Zone (5) 

24. Mr. Ramchandra Pala - Awarpur 

25. Mr. Data Ranba Togare - Pattaguda 

26. Mr. Subhash Vassekar - Chincholi 

27. Mr. Arun (Youth) Lakkadakott 

28. Mrs. Pinki George (Ladies)- Wirur 

III.  Nominated (3) 

29. Fr. 

30. Fr. Albin Vadakkemulanjanal 

31. Fr. 

6. CHANDA  DIOCESAN CONSTRUCTION 

COMMITTEE  (CDCC) 

È Fr. Robinson C. (Convener) 

È Fr. Mathew Nirappel 

È Fr. Jobin Owelil 

7. BOARD OF EDUCATION  

È Fr ............... , Director 

È Fr. Shyju (Member) 

È Fr. Raju A (Member) 

È Fr. Dinesh Mate (Member) 

È Fr. Subin (Member) 

8. GRIEVANCE  CELL  (Reconciliation Forum) 

È Fr. Varghese Puthuparambil CMI (Convener) 

È Fr. Benny Mukalel CMI 

È Adv. Lalji,  Chandrapur (7798631150) 

È Sr. (Adv.). Shainy SHSp. 

È Mrs. Rani Jose (08149308868) 

9. VOCATION  PROMOTION  COUNCIL  

È Fr. Shibu Monipally (Co-ordinater/Convener) 

È Fr. Clement Madavana (Vocation Director) 

È Fr. Dinesh Mate 

È Fr. Joseph Kalathil 

10. PROJECT COORDINATION  COMMITTEE  

È Fr. Jobin Ovelil 

È Fr. Varghese Puthuparambil CMI 

È Fr. Robinson C. 

III.  DIOCESAN DEPARTMENTS 

1. Bishop's Office : Fr. Shine Manjely 

2. Catechetical Liturgical  Center (CLC)  

: Fr. ................ 

Catechism, Liturgy, Bible, 

Christian Life, Inculturation, 

YCS / YSM / Dharma Bharthi, 

Evangelization and Inter 

Faith Dialogue, Popeôs 
Worldwide Prayer Network 

(PWPN) 
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VI.  PARISHES/ MISSION  STATIONS/  VILLAGE 
CHAPELS 

A. Parishes (9) 

1. ST. THOMAS  CATHEDRAL,  BALLARPUR  (1934) 

Patron : St. Thomas the Apostle 

Parish Priest : Fr. Robinson C. 

Asst Priest : Fr. Shine Manjaly 

Catholic Family : 130 

Address : St. Thomas Cathedral, Ballarpur 
P.O.442 701Chandrapur Dt. M.S. 

Phone : 07172/242287 

Institutions:  

01. Diocesan Pastoral Center 

02. Vianney Jubilee School 

03. LSSS (Diocesan Social work center) 

04. Kala Bhavan 

05. SABS Convent 

06. Vianney Convent (FDSHJ) 

07. Devdan Sanchar Kendra 

08. Kiranoday Enterprises 

09. Sant Chavara Nivas (CMI) 

10. CMI Social Service Society 

11. Sant Chavara B.Ed College (CMI) 

12. Montfort Bhavan (SG) 

13. Montfort Industrial Training Institute (SG) 

14. Montfort National Open School (SG) 

15. Wisdom Sisters (DW) 

16. Dilasagram Convent (SHSp.) 

: Fr. Dinesh Mate (Chanda) 

3. Education /Culture   : Fr ....................... ? 

4. Health/ CHAI  : Fr. Joseph Kalathil 

5. Editor,  Chanda Samachar (Diocesan Bulletin) 

: Fr. Shine Manjely 

6. Bishop's Home Administrator  

: Fr. Dinesh Mate 

1V. BISHOP'S HOME  &  PASTORAL CENTRE 

1. BISHOP'S HOME  (1962) 

Bishop's Home, the residence of the Bishop of Chanda is 

situated at Ballarpur which is 16 kms south of District Head 

quarters, Chandrapur. Balharshah is said to have been founded by 

the Gond King Khandkya Bellal Sah (1437-62). Later Balharshah 

was renamed as Ballarpur and presently the railway station retains 

the name Balharshah. Since the establishment of the ñOrdinariate 

of Chandaò in 1962, Bishop Januarius CMI used the parish 

presbytery behind the Cathedral as the headquarters. Even after 

the Chanda Mission was raised to the status of a diocese in 1977, 

he continued to use the same building as his residence and 

chanery. His successor Bishop Vijay Anand CMI has his residence 

and chanery in the nearby building in the same campus. Sisters of 

various Congregations rendered their service at the diocesan 

headquarters; SHSp (1989-1991) SJB (1991-1994), CMC (1994- 

1999), DM (1999-2003). SABS Sisters also rendered their service 

at Bishop's home campus looking after the Kalabhavan. In the year 

2010 FDSHJ Congregation started their convent in Bishops home 

campus. They are rendering their service at Vianney Jubilee 

School and Cathedral. An independent convent building (Vianney 

Convent, FDSHJ) was constructed in the campus in 2015. 

Bishop's Home Residents : 01. Bp. Ephrem Nariculam 

02. Fr. Robinson C. 
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03. Fr. Kurian Panayalil 

04. Fr. Dinesh Mate 

05. Fr. Shine Manjaly 

06. Fr. Peter K. I. 

07. Fr. Joseph Poonely CMI 

08. Bro. Nikhil  (Regency) 

Priests who served : Fr. Zacheus CMI (+) 

Fr. J.Parayaruthottam CMI (+) 

Fr. G. Kalapura CMI (+) 

Fr.  Maurus  CMI  (+) 

Fr. M. Kalarickal CMI (+) 

Fr. M. Kaniamparampil CMI (+) 

Fr. D. Thottakara CMI (+) 

Fr. Prasann Bhai CMI (+) 

Fr. Joseph. Koikara CMI (+) 

Fr.    K.D.    Chacko 

Fr. M. Manikompel CMI (+) 

Fr. Chrysostom Thomas CMI (+) 

Fr.  Ligouri  CMI  (+) 

Fr. M. Thonikuzhy CMI (+) 

Fr. Vijay Anand CMI (Bishop) 

Fr. Eugene Thomas CMI (+) 

Fr. M. Vathalloor CMI (+) 

Fr. J. Chiravayalil CMI (+) 

Fr. Isaac Mathew CMI (+) 

Fr. Felician Vadakumcherry CMI (+) 

Fr. Emmanuel Kandathil 

Fr.Tomy Chittinapilly 

Fr. Antony KuttianickalCMI 

Fr. Tomy Chovelikudiyil 

Fr.  Benny  Mulackal 

Fr.  K.  J  Thomas 

Fr. Shyju Madapallikunnel 

Fr.  Raju  Avookaran 

Fr.   Robinson   C. 

Fr.  Joseph  Kalathil 

Fr.  Vincent  Pangola 

Fr.  Mathew  Nirappel 

Fr.  Vigil   Parasheril 

Fr. Nikhil  Chakkiath 

2. PASTORAL CENTRE (1987) 

Director :  Fr. Dinesh Mate 

The diocesan pastoral centre was established in the Bishop's 

Home campus in 1987 as a Silver Jubilee memorial of Chanda 

Mission. It was inaugurated by Pronuncio Agostino Cacciavillan 

on 18 January, 1988. With facilities for accommodating 50. This 

centre is a venue of various seminars, training programmes, 

language courses and gathering for the Priests, religious and the 

laity throughout the year. 

3. Other units in the campus 

St. Thomas Cathedral (1934), the cemetery (1942), the 

Diocesan Media Center (1989), Devdan Sanchar Kendra(1968) 

CLC and Youth Departments, Kiranoday Enterprises (2021), 

Vianney Convent (FDSHJ), Vianny Jubilee School (2010) & Sant 

Chavara Diocesan Photo Gallery are also functioning in the 

Bishop's Home campus. 
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congregations (SH, SJ, SABS, SJB, FHGS) are working in the 
Christanand Hospital. The Sisters of the Holy Spirit established 
their convent and have been rendered their service in the hospital 
from 1990 to 2016. In the year 2012 a new wing was inaugurated 
for the Hospital. 

Priests who served: 

Fr. Daniel Thottakkara CMI (+) 

Fr. Joseph Koikara CMI (+) 

Fr. Paul Kattamkottil CMI (+) 

Fr. George Olickal CMI 

Fr. Dharmanand CMI (+) 

Fr. Antony Maliekal CMI 

Fr. Jose Vadakemury CMI 

Fr. Sebastian Thattil CMI 

Fr.   K.   S.   Joseph 

Fr. Panthenus Pookkatt CMI 

Fr.    K.J.   Thomas 

Fr. Joseph Kattekara CMI 

Fr.    K.D.    Chacko 

Fr. Thomas Kulampally 

F r. M a t h e w M a n i k o m p e l 
CMI (+) 

Fr. Joshy Chettiyanchira 

Fr. Vincent Pangola 

Fr. Anoop Aerimattathil 

Fr. Mathew Nirappel 

Fr.  Jacob  Eraly 

Fr. Bibin Thekkekara 

Fr. Tony Villiadath 

17. Dilasagram Convent High School (CBSE & State) 

18. Sant Vianney Priestôs Home 

19. Dilasagram Social Work centre (SHSp) 

20. Divine Vachan Ashram (VC) 

History:  St. Theresa's Church, Ballarpur (Estd-1934) was one of 
the four Churches in Chanda when this Ecclesiastical Unit was 
separated from the Archdiocese of Nagpur in 1962. This Church 
which is situated in the heart of Ballarpur town was blessed in 
1937. The spiritual needs of the faithful were taken care of by a 
diocesan Priest from Sirpur Kaghaznagar till 1962. St. Theresa's 
Church has been functioning as the parish church and the 
Cathedral of the dioceses since 1977. It was renamed as St. 
Thomas Cathedral on 23 March 1993. The mortal remains of 
Bishop Januarius CMI, the architect, visionary and the first Bishop 
of Chanda rests in this Cathedral. Most of the parishioners hail 
from other parts of the country and work in Ballarpur Paper Mills, 
Railways, WCLetc. 

The Sisters of the Holy Spirit established their convent at 

Dilasagram, Bamini, 3 kms. away from here in 1975. They run an 

English Medium School and a Social Work Centre. The Montfort 

Brothers of St. Gabriel who run an Industrial Training Institute 

started their service at Bamini in 1980. They have started National 

Open School in 2001 at Montfort ITI with a view to develope 

Christian leadership among the new Catholics who are mostly in 

villages a Kala Bhavan for children, Boys and Girls, was started 

here in 1999 with SABS Sisters from Kanjirapally Province on the 

staff. In the year of 2010 FDSHJ sisters started a convent in 

Bishops home campus and started rendering their service in 

Cathedral and Vianney Jubilee school. 

In the year 2013 Kala Bhavan got a new building and it was 

shifted from Sanjo convent New Deheli to Bamani. Diocesan 

social work department (LSSS) also started functioning in the new 

building at Bamani from 2013. Sant Vianney Priest Home also was 

established in 2017. 
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Priests who served upto 1962 : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priests who served from1962 

 

Fr. Albino Fernandes MSFS 

Fr. Gerson Rowland MSFS 

Fr. Vernen D'souza 

Fr. Edwin Alveres 

Fr. Maccario Toscano 

 

Fr. Zacheus CMI (+) 

Fr. Francis Maurus CMI (+) 

Fr. Eugene Thomas CMI(+) 

Fr. R. Nadackal CMI (+) 

Fr. Thomas Oswald CMI 

Fr.  Prasann  Bhai  CMI 

Fr. Hermenegild CMI (+) 

Fr. M. Kaniamparampil CMI (+) 

Fr.    K.D.    Chacko 

Fr. James Kurissery CMI 

Fr. George Olickal CMI 

Fr.  Emmanuel  Kandathil 

Fr. Joseph Koikara CMI 

Fr.  Joy  Pudussery  CMI 

Fr. Shyju Madapallikunnel 

Fr.  Tomy  Chittinapilly 

Fr.   Johny   Narikatt 

Fr. Sebastin Thattil CMI 

Fr. Antony Kuttianickal CMI 

Fr.Raju     Avookaran 

Fr. Joseph Kalathil 

Fr. Mathew Nirappel 

Fr. Vigil  Parasheril 

Fr. Nikhil  Chakkiath 

Chapel under the parish :  St. Peter's Church, Visapur 
(4KM) 

2. BRAHMAPURI  (1966) 

Patron : Christ the King 

Parish Priest& Hospital 

Administrator : Fr. Joseph Kalathil 

Asst. Parish Priest : Fr.     

Priest in Residence : Fr. K. D. Chacko 

Catholic Family : 69    

Distance from Bp's Home : 144 km. 

Address : Christ Bhavan, Brahmapuri P.O., 
Chandrapur Dt., M.S. 441 206 

Phone : 07177/ 272008 

Institutions : 

1. Christanand High School &Junior College 

2. Christanand Hospital 

3. Chirst Bhavan Children's Home for boys 

4. Clare Bhavan (FCC) 

5. Christanand Convent (SH, SJ, SABS, SJB , FHGS) 

History  : The mission station at Brahmapuri, a sub-divisional 
headquarters, was founded in 1966 by late Fr. Daniel Thottakara 
CMI. A chapel cum presbytery was constructed in 1967. The 
Franciscan Clarist Sisters of Ernakulam province came here in 
1968. Christanand dispensary started in 1968 became a full- 
fledged hospital in 1984. The FCC sisters render their service in 
the Christanand English Medium School (withdrawn from 
Hospital service in 2014) and now Sisters from various 
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Fr. George Uthimattam CMI 

Fr.    Jose   Agustine 

Fr. Tomy  Chovelikudiyil 

Fr.   Benny   Mulackal 

Fr. Thomas Thanniyanickal CMF 

Fr.  Thomas  Punchayil 

Fr.   Robert   Nicholas 

Fr.    Jinesh    CMI 

Fr.    Robinson    C.J 

Fr. Johnson CMI 

Fr. Jais Poothakuzhy 
(Manathavady) 

Fr.  Satish  Jamnik 

Fr. Shyju Madapallikunel 

Chapel under the Mission Station: Bande (18 KM) 

5. NAGEPALLI/ALLAPALLI  (1967) 

Patron : St. Lawrence 

Parish Priest : Fr. Thomas Punchayil 

Catholic Families : 36      

Distance from Bp's Home 

: 100 km. 

Address : Seva Sadan Church, Nagepally, 

Allapalli P.O., Gadchiroli Dt., 

M.S. 442 703. 

Ph : 07133/266322 

Institutions:  

1. Seva Sadan Balbhavan for boys 

& girls 

2. Assisi Seva Sadan Convent 

(ASMI) 

Chapel under the parish : Toregaon (18 km), Deulgaon 
(22 km), Nanori(12km) 

3. CHANDRAPUR (1990) 

Patron : St. Thomas, the Apostle 

Parish Priest : Fr. Joshy Chettiyanchira 

Asst. Parish Priest : Fr. Benson Cherian 

Catholic Families : 83        

Distance from Bp's H. : 20 kms. 

Address : Jyothi Nivas Church, Ganesh 
Nagar, Chandrapur H.P.O., M.S. 
442 401. 

Institutions:  

01. Christ Hospital (Diocese of Chanda Society) 

02. Christ Convent.(CMC, FHGS, DST & MSMI) 

03. Karuna Bhavan (SD) 

04. Amala Nature Cure Centre (SSS) 

05. Chavara Sadan School, Datala (CMI) 

06. Carmel Monastery, Tukum (CMI) 

07. BJMCarmel Academy, Tukum (CMI) 

08. Mount Carmel Convent (CMC) 

09. Mount Carmel School (CMC) 

10. Mount Carmel LP Marathi School (CMC) 

11. Carmel Bhavan (CMC) 

12. School For Mentally Challenged Childern (CMC) 

13. Hostel for the Physically Challenged Children (CMC) 

History : From the beginning of Chanda Mission, Priests 
from Ballarpur used to celebrate Mass on every Sunday in a rented 
house and the congregation consisted of people employed in 
different parts of the town. Mass was offered for sometime in the 

 34 
EPARCHY OF CHANDA 

 

 31 
EPARCHY OF CHANDA 

 



 

 
 

English Church (St. Jude's) in the civil lines owned by the 
Anglicans. A mission station was established in Babupeth, 2 kms 
away from Gandhi Chowk, on the outskirts of Chandrapur town in 
1968. It also served as the CMI Regional Superiors' house until a 
new provincial house was built at Bellampalli in 1971. A new 
parish church and presbytery were built in Ganesh Nagar, 2 kms 
away from Chandrapur bus stand in 1990 under the supervision of 
Fr. Joseph Koikara CMI. In the year 2002 a hospital was started in 
the same campus. SD Sisters started a convent near the hospital 
and they are taking care of the unwanted people who are destitute. 
In the year 2012, Babupeth was elevated to an independent 
mission station. 

Priests who served :     

Fr. Damascene Manamel CMI (+) 

Fr.  Emmanuel  Kandathil 

Fr.   Prasannbhai   CMI 

Fr.  Isaac  Mathew  CMI 

Fr. George Pullankav CMI (+) 

Fr. Joseph Koikara CMI (+) 

Fr.  James Thundiyil CMI 

Fr. Jose Chiravayalil CMI 

Fr. Jose Vadakemury CMI 

Fr.     K.A.     Paul 

Fr.  Joy  Parapalli  CMI 

Fr. Shyju Madapallikunnel 

Fr.  Antony   Munjanatt 

Fr.   Benny   Mulackal 

Fr. Albin Vadakkemulanjanal 

Fr.  Joshy  Chattianchira 

Fr.   Thomas   Pullasery 

Fr. Benson Cherian 

4. ETTAPALLI  (1968) 

Patron : St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara 

Parish Priest : Fr. Jacob Eraly 

Ass. Priest : Fr. Ousepachchan 

Catholic Families : 250    

Distance from Bp's H. : 130 kms. 

Address : Chavara Bhavan, Ettapalli P.O., 
Gadchiroli Dt., M.S. 442 704. 

Institutions : 

1. Chavara Balabhavan for boys 
& girls 

2. Chavara Engl ish Medium 
School 

3. Sada Sahaya Matha Convent 
(ASMI) 

History:  Mission station at Ettapalli, a Tahsil headquarters, 
was started in 1968 by Fr. Christian CMI. This is an interior forest 
area, the land of adivasi Gonds and Madias. A few Uraon Christian 
Families migrated from Madhya Pradesh and got settled here by 
the missionary intervention of Fr. Christian CMI in 1970. In the 
following years many more Uraon people came in search of land 
and are at present spread out in about 70 villages. The Assisi 
Sisters of Mary Immaculate opened their convent here in 1981 and 
render their service in parish activities and in the school. The new 
parish church at Ettapalli was constructed under the supervision of 
Frs. Antony Chirayil CMI(+) and Thomas Madanu and was 
blessed in 1990. 

Priests who served    : 

Fr. Christian CMI (+) 

Fr. Antony Chirayil CMI (+) 

Fr. James M. Thundiyil CMI 

Fr.  Thomas  Madanu 

Fr. P.D. Thomas 
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08. Euphrasia Juniorate, Palotti (CMC) 

09. Arvi, Convent & School (CMC ) 

10. Alphonsa Niketan (FCC Novitiate ) 

11. Alphonsa Bhavan (FCC) 

12. Alphonsa High School (FCC) 

13. Clarist Convent, Sevagram (FCC) 

14. Alphonsa Sadan,Center for Terminally ill  (FCC) 

15. Krupa Dham Provincial House (SD) 

16. Agragami Provincial House (SJB) 

17. Agragami Convent &  Formation House (SJB) 

18. Agragami School (SJB) 

19. Agragami Convent, Pipri (SJB) 

20. Agragami High School, Pipri (SJB) 

21. Jeevan Vikas School for the Physically 

chanllenged (SJB) 

22. Seva Sadan Convent, Sevagram (SJB) 

23. Sanjeevani Convent, VRO (SJB) 

25 Jyothi Bhavan Novitiate House (MSMI) 

26. Amala Provicial House & Formation 

House (DM) 

27. Sannidhanam Novitiate House (CSC) 

28. Carmel English Medium School (CMI 

Generalate) 

History : Wardha, District headquarters, is internationally 

famous because of the Ashrams at Sevagram and Paunar. The 

church here is one of the four churches /center handed over to the 

Diocese of Chanda in its beginning in 1962. Fr. Eugene Thomas 

CMI took over as the Priest-in-Charge of Wardha and chaplain of 

the military camp at Pulgaon in 1963. Since the military school at 

Pulgaon was entrusted to this station in 1962, the priest began to 

stay there and he came from there to conduct the Sunday service at 

3. St. Francis Convent (ASMI) 

4. Assisi Seva Sadan Hospital 

(ASMI) 

5. St. Francis High School (ASMI) 

6. Assisi Seva Sadan Nursing 

School (ANM) 

7. Mobile Clinic and Leprosy 

Clinic 

History : Sevasadan at Nagepally, 1.5 Kms from Allapalli, was 

established by late Fr. Antony Cyriac Chirayil CMI in 1967. He 

purchased the land, constructed a tile roofed house and stayed 

there until it was handed over to the Assisi Sisters of Mary 

Immaculate in 1969. It served as their convent, leprosy clinic and 

general dispensary. Fr. Antony moved to a new site where he 

constructed the present presbytery. 

Assisi Sevasadan dispensary became a full -fledged hospital in 

1977. To mark the Silver Jubilee of Chanda Mission a beautiful 

church was constructed under the supervision of late Fr. Felician 

Vadakkumcherry CMI and it was blessed on 15 December 1987. 

St. Francis English Medium School managed by Assisi Sisters was 

started in 1993. In 2013 Assisi Sisters started ANM course in the 

Seva Sadan Hospital Campus. 

Fathers who served : 

Fr. Antony Chirayil CMI (+) 

Fr. Thomas Kinattukara CMI (+) 

Fr. James Thuruthiyil CMI 

Fr.    K.D.    Chacko 

Fr. George Manikompel CMI (+) 

Fr.  Felician  CMI  (+) 

Fr. James Thottappilly CMI (+) 

Fr. Madanu Thomas 

 38 
EPARCHY OF CHANDA 

 

 35 
EPARCHY OF CHANDA 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. SHENGAON (1987) 

Fr.    P.D.   Thomas 

Fr. George Canisius CMI 

Fr.  Brahmanand  CMI 

Fr.   Johny   Narikat 

Fr. Thomas Oswald CMI 

Fr. Sebastian Orapuzhical CMI 

Fr.Varghese Puthuparambil CMI 

Fr. Varghese Thannippara CMI 

Fr. Shyju Madapallikunnel 

Fr. Pius Mathew 

Fr. George Uthimattathil CMI 

Fr.   Peter   K.   I. 

Fr. Joshy Madathiparambil 

Patron : St. Thomas the Apostle 

Parish Priest : Fr. Somy Varghese 

Catholic Families : 30     

Distance from Bp's H. : 70 kms. 

Address : St. Thomas Church, Shengaon 

P.O., Rajura Tq., Chandur via, 

Chandrapur Dt., M.S. 442 908 

Institutions :  1. Balabhavan for boys & girls 

2. St. Thomas K.G. School 

3. Mary Matha Convent (DM) 

4. Mary Matha Nursing Home 

(DM) 

History:  

The DM Sisters established a convent here in 1987 as a 

contact centre as well as a resting station for the sisters and 

missionaries travelling towards Pattaguda and Wani. Later, a 

beautiful church, presbytery and balbhavan for boys and girls 

were constructed by Fr. George Canisius CMI in 1989. The 

Convent and the Nursing home were entrusted to DM Sisters in 

2000. An English Medium K. G. School was started in 2000. 

Priests who served : 

Fr. George Canisius CMI (+) 

Fr. Joseph Kattekara CMI 

Fr. Larence Burale (+) 

Chapel under the Mission Station 

: Tekamandave (8 Kms) 

7. WARDHA (1882) 

Patron : St. Antony 

Parish Priest : Fr. Vincent Pangola 

Priest in Residence : Fr. Thomas Oswald CMI 

Catholic Families : 84        

Distance from Bp's Home : 175 km. 

Address : St. Antony's Church, Civil  Lines 

Wardha P.O. & Dt., M.S. 442 

001. 

Institutions  :  01.St. Antony's Public School 

02. St. Antony's Play School 

03. St. Thomas Convent (DST) 

04. Darsana, Institute of Philosophy (CMI 

Philosophate) 

05. Claretian Ashram ( CMF, Philosophate) 

06. Carmelodaya Provincial House cum 

Formation House (CMC) 

07. Carmelodaya School for the Mentally 

challenged 
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9. WIRUR  (1965) 

Patron : Christ the King 

Parish Priest : Fr. Mathew Nirappel 

Priest in Residence : Fr. Emmanuel K. 

Catholic Families : 96      

Distance Bp's Home : 32 kms. 

Address : Shanti Nivas Church, Wirur P.O. 
442 905 Chandrapur Dt., M.S. 

Institutions : 

1. Shanti Nivas Balbhavan (Boys & 
Girls) 

2. Christ English Medium School 

3. Ashadham Convent (SD) 

4. Ashadham Hospital (SD) 

History : This mission station was established in 1965. Mr. 
Subarao, a landlord from Andhra Pradesh, offered his land at a 
concessional rate to the mission. Mr. Karol, a friend of pioneer 
missionaries stayed there and prepared the ground for the mission 
work here. Fr. Remigi CMI joined the company of Mr. Karol in 
1964 from Ballarpur and established contacts with the local 
people. Later Fr. Christian CMI was appointed here. The Sisters 
of the Destitute came here to help in 1965 and stayed in the hut of a 
railway watchman and served the people through the dispensary. 
Now the dispensary has become a full-fledged hospital. A new 
wing was added to hospital in 2015. In order to uplift the Catholic 
children mission station started 2005 an English medium school 
here. 

Priests who served: 

Fr.  Remigi  CMI  (+) 

Fr. Christian   CMI (+) 

Fr.  Callistus  CMI  (+) 

Fr. George Vattamkandam CMI 

Wardha. This practice was abandoned because the school 

management in Pulgaon was given up in the following year. Fr. 

Eugene Thomas constructed a presbytery and balbhavan for boys 

in 1964. The Sisters of St. John the Baptist established their first 

convent in India here in 1971. 

The following religious Congregations have started their 

Convent/Provincial/Formation Houses here: CMI, CMF, SJB, 

CMC, FCC, MSMI, SD, DM, FCC, DST and CSC. New 

Presbytery building (Apna Ghar) was blessed on 8 September 

2016. 

Priests who served upto 1962  : 

Fr. John Thevenet MSFS (+) 

Fr. J.C.Lord MSFS (+) 

Fr. Albino Fernandes MSFS (+) 

Fr. Gerson Rowland MSFS (+) 

Fr. Francis Assisi Rego (+) 

Fr.   V.H.Lucasz   (+) 

Fr. Vincent Castellino (+) 

Fr.  John  D'Souza  (+) 

Fr. H . Arnaud (+) 

Priests who served from 1962: 

Fr.   Silas   CMI   (+) 

Fr.   Panthenus   CMI 

Fr. Joseph Velamparampil CMI 

Fr.   Prasannbhai   CMI 

Fr. Eugine Thomas CMI (+) 

Fr.  Isaac  Mathew  CMI 

Fr. Mathew Kalarickal CMI (+) 

Fr. K.S. Joseph Kozhikothical (+) 
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Fr. George Pullankav CMI (+) 

Fr. John Anikottil  CMI 

Fr. Antony KuttianickalCMI 

Fr. Binu Muthalakuzhiyil 

Fr.Thomas   Punchayil 

Fr. Raju Avookaran 

Substation : Arvi  (2014) 

Chapel under the parish :  Sevagram(7 kms) 

8. WARUR (1972) 

Patroness : Our Lady of Lourdes 

Parish Priest : Fr. Shyju Madapallikunnel 

Catholic families : 145        

Distance from Bp's H. : 20 kms. 

Address : Tera Prem Church, Warur P.O., 

Chandrapur Dt., M.S. 442905. 

Ph : 07173/203117 

Mob : 7722086251 

Institutions : 

1. Tera Prem Balbhavan for boys & 

girls 

2. Tera Prem Dispensary 

3. Tera Prem Convent (SHSp) 

4. Lourde Matha Vidya Mandir 

(EM) 

History : This station was established in 1972 by Fr. George 

Canisius CMI. The Sisters of the Holy Spirit started their first 

convent in India here in 1973 and they contributed much to the 

development of this station. The new church was constructed 

under the supervision of Fr. George Canisius CMI and was blessed 

on 18 September 1977. The Grotto (1978) here attracts many 

devotees; this is one of the pilgrim centers in the Diocese. A 

multipurpose Hall was built by Fr. George Olickal CMI here in 

2002. Lourde Matha Vidya Mandir was built in 2008 and new 

dispensery building, girls boarding were built in 2013 and convent 

and hostel were built in 2016. 

Priests who served : 

Fr. George Canisius CMI (+) 

Fr. Paul Valiyaparampil CMI 

Fr. George Sankoorickal CMI 

Fr.  Thomas  Punchayil 

Fr. Paul Kattamkottil CMI (+) 

Fr. Paul Pallipadan CMI 

Fr. Antony Chirayil CMI(+) 

Fr. Alwin Paulose CMI 

Fr. George Olickal CMI 

Fr. George Uthimattam CMI 

Fr.  Prasannbhai  CMI 

Fr.   Johnson   CMI 

Fr.  Benny  Mulackal 

Fr. Shyju Madapallikunnel 

Fr. Joshy Chettiyanchira 

Fr.   Satish   Jamnik 

Fr. Jose Zade 

Chapels under the Mission Station: 

Devada (7 Kms), Thulana 

(4Kms), Sukudapalli (5Kms) 

Ranvelly (5 Kms) 
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Fr. Saju Chamakalayil 

Fr. Roy Kidangan (Ernakulam- 

Angamally archdiocese) 

Fr. Joseph Vaikkadan, (Thrichur) 

Fr. Sijo Cheeran (Thrichur) 

Fr. Raphy Thattil, (Thrichur) 

Fr. Kurian Panayalil 

Chapel under the Mission station 

: Churchura (12 Kms) 

3. AWARPUR (1993) 

Patroness : St. Mary 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. James Kurussery CMI 

Catholic families : 30         

Distance from Bp's H : 45 Kms 

Address : St. Mary's Church, Nandhafata, 

Awarpur P.O. 442 917, Korpana 

Tq., Chandrapur Dt.,M.S. 

History  : Awarpur, 35 kms from Rajura town, is an 

industrial area with a floating population. In 1982 the DM Sisters 

took up the management of the L & T Cement Factory School at 

the request of the company manager. The company provided a 

chapel in their campus and the spiritual needs of the Sisters and 

those of the Catholic employees were met by priests from Warur. 

In 1987 Fr. George Canisius CMI purchased a plot of land 

measuring 5 acres for the mission station. When the DM Sisters 

gave up the school management in 1991, Holy Mass was 

celebrated in private houses for a couple of years. The 

construction of the present church was started in collaboration 

with the people by Fr. Thomas Punchayil and was completed by 

his successor Fr. Paul Kattamkottil CMI in 1993. The DM Sisters 

Fr. George Canisius CMI (+) 

Fr.   K.D.   Chacko 

Fr. Jose Vadakemury CMI 

Fr.    K.A.    Paul 

Fr. George Neeliyara CMI 

Fr. Joseph Koikara CMI (+) 

Fr. Joy Puthussery CMI 

Fr.  Prakash  Kerketta 

Fr.  Kurian  Panayalil 

Fr. Jomy Chakkalatharayil 

Fr.  Jojo  Kachapilly 

Fr. Rajat 

Fr. Robinson C. 

B. MISSION STATIONS (35) 

1. AKSAPUR (1973) 

Patron : Christ Light of the World 
(Epiphany) 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Pius Mathew 

Catholic Families :   132 

Distance from Bp's H. : 35 Kms. 

Address : Nav Jyothi Church, Sant 

C h a v a r a N a g a r , A k s a p u r 

P.O.,Gondpipri Tq., Chandrapur 

Dt., M.S. 442 702 

Institutions :  1. Nav Jyothi Convent 

2. Nav Jyothi Balabhavan for 

Boys & Girls 

3. Nav Jyothi Dispensary 

4. Nav Jyothi Nursery School 
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History  : Aksapur is a rural mission station, started in 1973 

through the strenuous efforts and planning of Fr. Thomas Oswald 

CMI. The Sisters of the Holy Spirit came to Aksapur on 8 

September 1975 and started a dispensary. The new Nav Jyothi 

Church was blessed in 1985. The Sisters of the Holy Spirit 

discontinued their service here in 1996. Charity Sisters started 

their convent in 1996 and are engaged in various socio-pastoral 

activities.In the year of 2011 a new mission station Gojoli was 

erected from Aksapur. Members of the AMI started a secular 

institute house there in 2012. A nursery started in 2012 

Priests who served    :  Fr. Thomas Oswald CMI 

Fr. Jose Vadakkemury CMI 

Fr. James Thottappilly CMI (+) 

Fr. James Kurissery CMI 

Fr. Sebastian Thattil CMI 

Fr. Joshy VazhapallyCMI 

Fr.   Jojo   Kachapilly 

Fr. Saju C. 

Fr. Ajay Khalko 

Substation : Gondpipri (1996) 

CSC Sisters began a convent and 

school here in 1996 with the help 

of Fr. James Kurrisserry CMI. 

Institutions : 

1. Sanjo School, Gondpipri (CSC) 

Chapels under the Mission station 

: Pellur (5 Km), Chintaldhaba 

(12 Km) 

2. ANAND NAGAR/WASA (1970) 

Patroness : St. Pushpa (Little Flower) 

Priest-in-Charge  : Fr. Prakash Kerketta 

Catholic Families : 26      

Distance from Bp's H. : 120 kms. 

Address : Asha Niketan, Anand Nagar, 

Wasa P.O., Gadchiroli Dt., MS 

442 605 

Institutions : 

1. Assisi Convent (FCC) 

2. Balabhavan (Boys &girls) 

3. Little flower School Estd 2012 

History  : Anand Nagar/Wasa, a rural mission station 18 kms. 

North of Gadchiroli, was established in 1970 by late Fr. 

Dharmanand Muttathottil CMI facing many problems. The 

Franciscan Clarist Sisters from Ernakulam Province started 

serving the mission in 1976. A hospital building was constructed 

in 1977 under the supervision of Fr. Callistus CMI. Because of 

lack of patients we had to close down the health ministery; at 

present the littile Fower English Medium School is running in this 

building. 

Priests who served :              

Fr. Dharmanand CMI (+) 

Fr. Prasann Bhai CMI 

Fr. Callistus CMI (+) 

Fr. Augustine Alancherry CMI 

Fr. Varghese Puthuparambil CMI 

Fr. James Thuruthiyil CMI 

Fr. Philip Vathyakary CMI 

Fr.   Benny   Mulackal 

Fr.    Robinson    C.J 

Fr. Robert Nicolas 
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Fr. Joseph Vaikadan (Thrissur) 

Fr. Shijo Kattookaran 

Sub Stations : Thalodhi 

S . H S i s t e r s s t a r t e d t h e i r 

education ministry in the year 

2007 and the blessing of the new 

convent was on October 2015 by 

Bp. Ephrem Nariculam 

Institutions :  01. S. H Convent 

02. Viswa Jyoti Convent School 

(EM) 

03. Boarding for girls (SH sisters) 

6. BHAMRAGARH  (1976) 

Patron : Sacred Heart 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Jeevan K. D. 

Catholic Families : 54   

Distance from Bp's H. : 165 Kms 

Address : Snehashram, Near Sangam 

Bhamragarh P.O., Gadchiroli 

Dt., M.S., 442 710 

Institutions :  1. Balbhavan ( Girls) 

2. Vianney School (EM) 

3. Snehashram Convent (ASMI) 

History : Bhamragarh is a rural mission station on the boarders 

of Maharashtra & Chattisgarh. This land was purchased by Fr. 

Mathew Vathaloor CMI and Fr. Antony Chirayil CMI. It was 

looked after from Nagepally and ASMI Sisters from Nagepally 

used to come here for medical purpose during that time they used 

to stay here in the building. In 1976 Fr. Thomas Kinattukara and Fr. 

James Thuruthiyil purchased 6 acres of land at Laheri 20 kms 

resumed the management of L & T Cement Factory School in 

1995. Fr. George Uthimattam stayed in the room attached to the 

Church. In year 2011 DM Sisters gave up the school management 

again and they started a house at Korpana, later school in 2012. 

Priests who served    : 

Fr. George Canisius CMI (+) 

Fr. Paul Pallipadan CMI (+) 

Fr.  Thomas  Punchayil 

Fr. Alwin Paulose CMI 

Fr. Paul Kattamkottil CMI (+) 

Fr. Jose Augustine CMI 

Fr. Antony Chirayil CMI(+) 

Fr. George Uthimattam CMI 

Fr. Emmanuel Kandathil 

Fr.   Pius   Mathew 

Fr. Joby Vattamala OFM Cap. 

Fr.   K.D.   Chacko 

Fr.  Jimmy  Koottala 

Fr. Peter OFM Cap. 

Fr. Saju Chamakalayil 

Substaion : Gadchandur 

Holy Family sisters started their 

education ministry in the year 

2010 

Institutions : Holy Family Convent (CHF) 

Holy Family English Medium 

School (CHF) 

Substation :  Korpana 

DM sisters started their Ad 

Gentes mission in Korpana in the 

year 2012 
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4. BABUPETH (1968) 

Patron : St. Joseph Church Priest-

in-charge : Fr. Binu Muthalakuzhiyil 

Catholic Familes : 15        

Distance from Bp's H. : 11Kms 

Address : St. Joseph Church, Babupeth, 

Chandrapur Dt., M.S - 442 403 

History : The church cum presbytery building at Babupeth was 

converted into a formation house in 1993 for the CMI Brothers' 

unit. When the CMI Brothers left the place, SSS Sisters began 

their convent here in 1995. This substation was looked after from 

chandrapur till 2012. In the year of 2012 it became a seperate 

mission station with a permanent Priest in charge. A school was 

started in the year 2013. 

Priests who served :              

Fr. Hermanguild CMI (+) 

Fr. Damascene CMI (+) 

Fr. Liguori CMI (+) 

Fr. Joseph Koikara CMI (+) 

Fr. Emmanuel Kandathil 

Fr. Joy Parappilly CMI 

Fr.   K.A.   Paul 

Fr. Shyju Madapallikunnel 

Fr.  Benny  Mulackal 

Fr.  Raju Avookaran 

Fr.   Dinesh   Mate 

Fr.  Satish  Jamnik 

Fr. Kurian Panayalil 

Institutions : 01. Vianney Public School (EM) 

02. Jyothi Bhavan (Balbhavan) 

03. St. Joseph Convent (SSS) 

5. BALAPUR  (1976) 

Patroness : St. Mary 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Joshy Madathiparambil 

Catholic Families : 22         

Distance from Bp's H. : 90 Kms 

Address : St. Mary's Church, Balapur P.O. 

4 4 1 2 2 1 T h a l o d h i R o a d , 

Chandrapur Dt., M.S. 

Institutions : 1. Mariadham Balabhavan for 

boys & girls 

2. S.H. Convent (S.H) 

History  : Balapur, 70 kms. away from Chandrapur, is a rural 

mission station established in 1976 by Fr. Sebastian Thattil CMI. 

The Sacred Heart Sisters of Thamarassery province started 

rendering their service in this station in 1993. In the year 2011 

onwards the Thrissur diocese is took care of the Mission station 

for seven years. 

Priests who served    : 

Fr. Sebastian Thattil CMI 

Fr. Sebastian Vayalil CMI 

Fr. Philip Vathyakary CMI 

Fr. George Chackalakal CMI 

Fr.    K.J.   Thomas 

Fr. Joseph Thachaparambath CMI 

Fr. Sebatian Orzhapuzhickal CMI 

Fr. Jose VadekemuryCMI 
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Address : St. Mary's Church, Durgapur 

P.O. 442 401, Chandrapur Dt., 

M.S. 

Institutions :  1. Maria Sadan Convent (DM) 

2. St. Mary's High School (DM) 

History  : The mission station at Durgapur, 6 Kms away from 

Chandrapur bus station, was established in 1981 by Fr. Joseph 

Koikara CMI. The DM Sisters have been rendering their service 

to run St. Mary's English Medium School owned by the mission 

station and to do various parish activities since 1981. The School 

management was handed over to the DM Sisters in 1995. Now 

this mission station is looked after by priests from Carmel 

Academy, Tukum, Chandrapur. 

Priests who served :               

Fr. Joseph Koikara CMI (+) 

Fr.   K.A.   Paul 

Fr. James Thuruthiyil CMI 

Fr.   Peter   CMI 

Fr. Joy Parapally CMI 

Fr. George Pullankav CMI (+) 

Fr. Tom Pulickal (Kanjirapally) 

Fr. Prem CMI 

Fr.  Binoy     CMI 

Fr. Jaison Kallookkaran CMI 

Fr. Joseph Thachaparambath CMI 

Fr. Jose Parackattu CMI 

Fr. Joseph Pooneli CMI 

Fr. Antony Munjanatt 

away from Bhamragarh. In the year 2005 ASMI Sisters started 

their convent at Bhamragarh. In the year 2005 this became a 

separate mission station with a priest-in-charge. A Nursery Started 

in 2006 and Primary school began in June 2012. 

Priests who served : 

1. Fr. James Thuruthiyil CMI 

2. Fr. Thomas Kinattukara 

3. Fr. Thomas Oswald CMI 

4. Fr. Johny Narikatt 

5. Fr. Clement Madamana 

7. CHAMORSHI  (1997) 

Patron : St. Chavara Kuriakos Elias 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Augustine Alenchery CMI 

Catholic Families : 37 

Distance from Bp's H. : 85 Kms 

Address : CMI Bhavan, Chamorshi P.O., 

Gadchiroli Dt., M.S. 442 603. 

Institutions : 1. Carmel Academy English 

Medium School (CMI) 

2. Balbhavan for boys. (CMI) 

History  : This mission station, 85 kms. from Bishop's Home, 

attached to the CMI Centre, was established in 1997. It was started 

by Fr. Joseph Kattekara CMI. This centre is run by the CMI Mar 

Thoma Province. In 1999-2016 Daughters of St. Thomas (DST) 

Sisters served here. Another three years sisters served in the 

stations. 

Priests who served : Fr. Joseph Kattekara CMI 

Fr. Thomas Pottackal CMI 

Fr. C.C. George CMI 

Fr. Jose Pallivathukkal CMI 
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8. CHINCHOLI  ( 1981) 

Fr. George Uthimattam CMI Chapel under the Mission Station 

: Podsa (12 Kms), Beradi (6 Kms) 

Patron :  Ascension of Our Lord 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Thomas Pullassery 

Catholic Families : 97       

Distance from Bp's H. : 45 Kms 

Address : Ashirvan Church, Chincholi P.O. 

442 905, Chandrapur Dt., M.S. 

Institutions : 1. Ashirvan Balabhavan for 

boys & girls 

2. Ashirvan Convent (SD) 

History  : Chincholi is a rural mission station, 45 kms from 

Balharshah established in 1981 by Fr. K.A. Paul. This was started 

as a substation of Shanti Nivas, Wirur. The Sisters of the Destitute 

started their convent here in 1984 and are helping the mission in all 

its activities. The presbytery, balbhavan, church, convent and 

mango grove are the fruits of Fr. K.A. Paul's hard work. The new 

parish church was constructed in 1994. 

Priests who served    : 

Fr.     K.A.     Paul 

Fr. Sebastian Orapuzhickal CMI 

Fr.    K.J.    Thomas 

Fr. Joseph Thachaparambath CMI 

Fr. Jose Parakatt   CMI 

Fr. Sebastian Vayalil CMI 

Fr.  George  C.C.   CMI 

Fr.  Joy  Parapally  CMI 

Fr. Rajat Valiyamangalam 

Fr. Shijo Kattookkaran (Thrichur) 

9. CHIMUR  (2002) 

Patron : St. Claret 

Priest-in-charge : Fr ..................... CMF 

Catholic Families :  2 

Distance from Bp's H. : 107 kms. 

Address : Claret Bhavan Chimur P.O - 442 

903 Chandrapur Dt., M.S 

Institutions : 1. St.Claret School (EM) CMF 

2. St. Julianna Convent 

(Compassionate Sisters of 

Servants of Mary (CSM) 

History : Diocese has entrused this place to Claritian 

Congregation to spread the Good News. As per the invitation of 

Bishop Vijay Anand CMI, the Claretians started the mission in 

Chimur in 2002. The first missionary to serve the mission was Fr. 

George Thelliankal CMF. They started presbytery and school in a 

rented house. In the year 2012 Compassionate Sisters of Servants 

of Mary started a convent here. 

Priests who served : 

1. Fr. George Thelliankal CMF 

2. Fr. Roy Arackal CMF 

3. Fr. Soji Cherusseril CMF 

4. Fr. Dennis A. CMF 

10. DURGAPUR (1981) 

Patroness : St. Mary 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Jojo CMI 

Catholic Families : 56 

Distance from Bp's H. : 26 Kms 
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14. GHUGUS (1977) 

Patron : St. John Maria Vianney 

Priest-in-Charge : Fr. Anup Aeriamattathil 

Catholic Families : 23       

Distance from Bp's H. : 40 Kms 

Address : St. John Vianney Catholic C/o. 

Vianney Vidya Mandir Ghugus 

P. O . , C h a n d r a p u r D t . , 

M.S.442 505 

Institutions 1. V i a n n e y V i d y a M a n d i r 

(ICSC School) 

2. St. Antony's Convent (FHGS) 

3. Mount Carmel Convent (CMC) 

4. M o u n t C a r m e l S c h o o l 

(CMC) Cement Nagar (ACC) 

5. M o u n t C a r m e l C o n v e n t , 

Sindhola (CMC) (Amaravathi 

Diocese) 

History : The CMC Sisters began teaching in the English 

Medium School at Cement Nagar of ACC Factory in 1972 at the 

request of the company management. Since then, Priests from 

Babupeth visited Ghugus to take care of the pastoral needs of the 

Sisters and other faithful of the factory area. This station which is 

situated on the way to Ghugus village was established by Fr. 

Emmanuel Kandathil in 1977. The pastoral needs of the CMC 

Sisters working in ACC lime stone mines school at Sindhola and 

of the faithful working there which comes under the jurisdiction of 

Amravati diocese is being looked after from Ghugus. 

Priests who served    : 

Fr. Emmanuel Kandathil 

Fr. Joseph Koikara CMI (+) 

11. GADCHIROLI  (1995) 

Patroness : Our Lady of Carmel 

Priest-in-Charge : Fr. Jinish CMI 

Catholic Families : 17     

Distance from Bp's H. : 102 kms. 

Address : Carmel Ashram, Dhanora Road, 

Gadchiroli, M.S. 442 605 

Phone : 07132/232553 

Institutions : 1. Carmel Ashram (CMI) 

2. Carmel High School (CMI) 

3. S.H. Convent (SH) 

4. Carmel Hostel (CMI) 

History  : Fr. Sebastian Thattil CMI started Carmel Ashram in 

Gadchiroli, the district headquarters in 1992. A mission station 

attached to Carmel Ashram was erected on 4 April 1995 and Fr. 

Paul Valiyaparambil CMI was appointed as its first priest-in- 

charge. In the year 2012 onwards the aspirants' house is shifted 

from Chandrapur to Gadchiroli. 

Priests who served    : 

Fr. Jose Kattekara CMI 

Fr. Paul Valiyaparampil CMI 

Fr. Sebastian Vayalil CMI 

Fr. Antony KuttiyanickalCMI 

Fr. Augustine Alencherry CMI 

Fr. Jose Pallivathikal CMI 

Fr. Jaison Kallurkara CMI 

Fr.  CC  George  CMI 

Fr. Joy Puducherry CMI 

Fr. Anish CMI 
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Institutions :  GADCHIROLI  COMPLEX  (2005) 

1. Vianney Vidya Nikethan 

School (EM), Complex, Near 

Collectorate, Shivaji Nagar, 

Gadchiroli, M.S., 442 605 

2. St. Anne's Convent (SAB 

Banglore) 

12. GAJAMANDI  (1998) 

Patron : St. Jude 

Priests-in-Charge : Fr. Manu CMF 

Catholic Families : 20   

Distance from Bp's H. : 172 Kms 

Address : Gajamandi Village, Savargaon 

P.O., Dhanora Tahsil, Gadchiroli 

Dt., M.S. 442 606. 

History : Gajamandi mission station, 172 Kms away from 

Bishop's Home was started in 1998, The pastoral needs of the 

migrated Oraon Catholics from M.P. settled here were looked after 

from Wasa earlier. Fr. K.D. Chacko was the First resident priest- 

in-charge at Gajamandi. The Priest-in-charge stayed in a hut 

donated by a faithful. The Priest-in-Charge 

Priests who served    :  Fr. K.D. Chacko 

Fr.  Robinson  C.J 

Fr. Benny Mulackal 

Fr. Saju Chamakalayil 

Fr.       Robert 

Fr. Kurian Panayalil 

Fr. Prakash Kerkatta 

Fr. Tony Cha.................... 

13. GATTA  (1994) 

Patroness : Our Lady Queen of the Apostles 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Nikhil  Chakkiath 

Catholic Families : 251 

Distance from Bp's H. : 170 kms. 

Address : Maria Rani Church, Gatta P.O. 

Ettapalli Via. Gadchiroli Dt., 

M.S. 442 704 

Institutions : 1. Maria Rani Balbhavan for 

boys & girls 

2. Dispensary 

3. SMS. Convent (Snehagiri 

Sisters) 

History  : Fr. Thomas Madanu started a balbhavan in a rented 

house at Gatta, which is 40 kms from Ettapalli, in August 1991, in 

order to facilitate the schooling of the children of nearby 

villages.Fr. Thomas Punchayil started the balbhavan and shifted it 

to the new building in 1994. The SMS Sisters started a convent 

here in 1997. It was looked after from Ettapally as a substation 

until it was established as a mission station in 1998. 

Priests who served    : 

Fr. Thomas Pottackal CMI 

Fr. George Uthimattam CMI 

Fr. Sebastian Orapuzhikal CMI 

Fr. Praveen Poovathe.......... 

Chapel under the Mission Station 

: Jajawandi (5kms), Vatteli (8kms) 
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Fr. Abraham Kollithadam MST 

Fr. Antony Kuttianickal CMI 

Fr.    Jaim    Kokkatt 

Fr. George Thelliankal CMF 

Fr. Joshy Vazhapalli CMI, 

Fr. Varghes Puthuparambil CMI 

Fr. Shibu Palamoottil 
(Pathanamthitta Diocese) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15. GOJOLI  (2012) 

Fr. Isaac Mathew CMI 

Fr. Jose Vadakkemury CMI 

Fr. Simon Tharakan CMI 

Fr. Paul Pallipadan CMI 

Fr. Siby Eravimangalam CMF 

Fr. Tomy Cha.............. 

Fr. Robert Nicholas 

Substations : 

a) Allipur  (1986) 

 

 

 

SJB Sisters began their Convent 

here in a rented building of CNI 

Church in 1986. Now they have a 

separate building for convent 

and other activities. 

Patron :  St Jude Church 

Priest-in-Charge :  Fr. Peter K. I. CMI 

Catholic Families :     25 

Distance from Bp's H. : 50 Kms 

Address : St. Jude Church Gojoli.P.0, 

Gondpioiri Taluk, Chandrapur 

Dt. M.S 442 702 

History  : Gojoli is a rural mission station, land was purchased 

Institutions : 1. St. John's Convent, (SJB) 

2. St. John's School (SJB) 

b) Jam (2002) 

Patron : Jeevan Jyothi (Christ) 

Director  : Fr. Varghese Puthuparmbil CMI 

Catholic Families : 6 

Distance from Bp's H. : 100 kms. 

CMC Sisters started a convent 

here in 2002. CMI Fathers also 

started a House (kshijit) here to 

take care people of those who has 

nobody (Akasha Paravakal) 

Now CMC sisters are also 

helping in this new venture. 

There is a girl hostel run by CMC 

Sisters. 

by Fr. Thomas Oswald CMI. First it was under the Aksapur 

mission station later it became an independent Mission station in 

the year 2011 with a Priest- in- charge. AMI (Secular Institute) 

started a Secular Institute House here in 2012. A Nursery started in 

2012. 

Priest who served :  Fr. Rajat Valiyamangalam 

Fr. Jojo Kachapilly 

Fr. Ajay khalkho 

Fr. C.............. CMI 

Chapel under the Mission Station 

: Chekpipri (12km), Podra (22km) 

Institutions : 

1. Nursery School (EM) 

2. Convent (AMI)  (2012) 

 62 
EPARCHY OF CHANDA 

 

 59 
EPARCHY OF CHANDA 

 



 

 
 

16. GOMINI  (1982) 

Patron : Christ the King 

Priest-in-Charge : Fr. Raju ........................ 

Catholic families : 65       

Distance from Bp's H. : 107 Kms 

Address : C h r i s t u v a n , G o m i n i , 

Kudirampalli P.O. 442 707, 

Gadchiroli Dt., M.S. 

Institutions : 1. Christuvan Balbhavan for 

Boys & Girls 

2. Christuvan Dispensary 

3. Nursery School 

4. St. John's Convent (SJB) 

History : Gomini is an interior mission station in Gadchiroli 

district established in 1982. Late Fr. Jose Parayaruthottam CMI is 

the founder of this station. In 1988, the Sisters of St. John the 

Baptist started a convent here. They are extending their service to 

the station through catechetical and social services. 

Fathers who served :                 

Fr. J. Parayaruthottam CMI (+) 

Fr. George Chackalakal CMI 

Fr. Mathew Njarakkatt CMI 

Fr. George Neeliyara CMI 

Fr.  Thomas  Punchayil 

Fr. James Thuruthiyil CMI 

Fr. Paul Valiyaparambil CMI 

Fr. Thomas Oswald CMI 

Fr. George Canisius CMI 

Fr. Thomas Pullassery 

Chapel under the Mission Station 

: Appapalli (5kms) 

17. HINGANGHAT  (1974) 

Patron : Jeevan Jyothi (Christ) 

Priest-in-Charge : Fr. James Thuruthiyil CMI 

Catholic Families : 12         

Distance from Bp's H. : 120 kms. 

Address : J e e v a n J y o t h i C h u r c h , 

Nandagaon Road, Hinganghat 

P.O., Wardha Dt., M.S. 442 301. 

Phone :  07153/245212 

Institutions :  1. St. John's Convent (SJB) 

2. St. John's Convent High 

School (SJB) 

3. Grihini School (SJB) 

4. St. John KG School 

5. SJB Candidateôs H......... 

History  : This mission station was established in 1974 by Fr. 

James Kurissery CMI. The Sisters of St. John the Baptist started 

their Convent here in the same year. They are running an English 

Medium High School and KG School. Later they opened a Grihini 

School, recognized by the Government for the benefit of girls in 

the town and the surrounding villages. New Church was built in 

2018. 

Priests who served    : 

Fr. James Kurissery CMI 

Fr. Antony Chirayil CMI (+) 

Fr. George Manikompel CMI (+) 

Fr. James Thuruthiyil CMI 

Fr. Philip Vathyakary CMI 
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Institutions : 1. Infant Jesus Balbhavan (Boys 

& Girls) 

2. Alphonsa Nursery 

3. Alphonsa Convent (FGHS) 

4.  SVG Daheli ( Diocesian 

Minor Seminary) 

5. Sanjo Convent (SABS) 

6.  Montfort Hr. Secondary 

School & Hostel 

7. Tuition Centre (2013) 

8. Tailoring Centre (2015) 

21. KAOTHA  (1973) 

Patron : St. Mary 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Subin Kallampallil 

Catholic Families : 38 

Distance from Bp's H. : 200 kms via Wardha & 185 kms 

via Waigaon 

Address : Anand Bhavan, Kaotha P.O., 

Pulgaon via, Wardha Dt., M.S. 

442 302. 

Institutions :  1. St.Mary's School (EM) 

2. Jaya Rani Convent (MSMI) 

History : This mission station was started by Fr. Panthenus 

Pookatt CMI in 1973. While rendering spiritual services to the 

Defense Personnel at Pulgaon, Fr. Panthenus moved into this 

village which is 7 kms away from Pulgaon. The Missionary Sisters 

of Mary Immaculate opened their convent here in 1993. They are 

rendering their services for the development of the people through 

various activities and teaching in the school. 

Institutions : 1. CMI Ashram 

2. Chavara Ashram Kshitij , 

Akasha Paravakal (CMI) 

3. CMC Convent 

4. Santhwana Holistic Healing 

Centre (CMC) 

5. Santhwana Girls' Boarding 

(CMC) 

c) Samudrapur (2009) 

Institutions : 1. Convent (CMC) 

2. Mount Carmel School(CMC) 

18. JARAWANDI  (2009) 

Patron : St. Alphonsa 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Tomy Puthenpurackal 

(Mananthavadi) 

Catholic Families : 213   

Distance from Bp's H. : 185 Kms 

Address : St. Alphonsa Church, Jarawandi, 

P.O Ettapalli T.q.,Dhanora (Via) 

Gadchiroli Dt., M.S. 442 606. 

History:  Fr. Thomas Punchayil started a balbhavan for boy 

and girls in a mud house, which is 56 kms from Ettapalli, in order 

to facilitate the schooling of the children of nearby villages. This 

was the substation of Ettapalli till  2009. SMS Sisters began their 

Second Convent here in 2001 ....................... In the year 2009 this 

has been established as a new full -fledged mission station. 

Priests who served :            

Fr. Thomas Punchayil 

Fr. Robert Nicholas 

Fr. Robinson C.J. 
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Fr. Fr. Jais (Mananthavady) 

Fr. Dinesh Mate 

Institutions : 1. Balbhavan for boys & girls. 

2. SMS Convent (Snehagiri 

Sisters) 

3. St. Alphonsa Nursery 

4. Dispensary 

Chapel under the Mission Station 

: Jemurgatta (5kms) 

19. JIVATHI  (2005) 

Patron : St. Thomas , The Apostle 

Priest- in-Charge : Fr. Somy Varghese 

Asst. Priest-in-Charge :  Fr ................. (Trichur) 

Catholic Families :  38 

Distance from BPQ : 65 Kms 

Address : St. Thomas Church, Jivathi P.O 

Ta h . G a d c h a n t h u r ( Vi  a ) , 

Chandrapur Dt., M.S. 442 908 

Institutions :  1. St. Thomas School (EM) 

2. Holy Family Convent (CHF) 

History  : CHF Sisters began their convent in Jivathi in 2002. 

They are engaged in various socio-pastoral activities. In the year 

2002 diocese started an English Medium school here for the all 

round development of the people in the villages nearby. 

Priests who served    :  Fr. George Canicius CMI 

Fr. George Uthimattathil CMI 

Fr.   K.   I.   Peter 

Fr. Joshy Madethiparambil 

Fr. Johny Narikatt 

Chapel under the Mission Station: 

1. Markalmetta 3kms 2. Lamboori 

15 Kms 

20. KALMANA  (2002) 

Patron : St. Alphonsa 

Parish Priest  : Fr. Robert Nicholas 

Catholic Families : 31     

Distance from BPQ : 10 Kms 

Address : St. Alphosa Church Kalmana, 

Kothari P.O, Bamini, 442 701 

Chandrapur Dt., M.S 

History : In the year of 1985, Fr. Prasanna Bhai CMI began 

pastoral activities here. The spiritual needs were looked after from 

Ballarpur Cathedral Church. In the year of 1998, Franciscan 

Handmaids of the Good Shephered Sisters started their convent in 

this village. In the year 2006 it become an independent mission 

station. 

Priests who served : Fr. K.D. Chacko 

Fr. Thomas Oswald CMI 

Fr. Joseph Koikara CMI (+) 

Fr. Shyju Madapallikunnel 

Fr.   Pius   Mathew 

Fr.  Johny  Narikat 

Fr.  Benny  Mulakkal 

Fr. Shibu Monippally 

Fr.  Ajay   Kalkho 

Fr.  Lawrance  Burle 

Fr. Tomy Chitinapilly 

Fr. Anoop Aerimattam 
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History  : St. Francis Assisi mission station was started on 2
nd 

March 2014 by Fr. Jeevan K.D. Bp. Emeritus Vijay Anand 

Nedumpuram CMI supported and encouraged him. Kurkheda is a 

small town/ Tahasil in Gadchiroli district which is 175 kms away 

from Bishop's Home Ballarsha. There is no Church, House and 

Land for the diocese. Fr.Jeevan found out an Uraon family (Elias 

Tigga & Family) in a village called Dongergaon which is 12Kms 

away from Kurkheda. He stayed with them and initiated the 

mission in a rented house in Kurkheda. At present we have 10 

villages in our contact. 

24. LAKKADAKOT  (1974) 

Patron : St. Francis Xavier 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Albin 

Catholic Families : 35    

Distance from Bp's H. : 35 kms. 

Priests who served :  

Fr. Panthenus Pookkatt CMI 

Fr. Dharmanand CMI (+) 

Fr. George Manikompel CMI (+) 

Fr. James Kurissery CMI 

Fr.  K.S.  Joseph  (+) 

Fr.    K.J.    Thomas 

Fr. James Thuruthiyil CMI 

Fr. Jose Pallivathukal CMI 

Fr. Thomas Pottackal CMI 

Fr.    Sijo    MST 

Fr. Bibin Veranakunnel MST 

Fr. Shibu Monipally 

Address : Aranya Nivas, Lakkadakot P.O. 

Chandrapur Dt., M.S. 442 905. 

Institutions : 

1. Catholic Balabhavan for boys & 

girls 

2. Nursery School 

History : Lakkadakot is a village mission station, on the border 

of MS & AP. This station was established in 1974, under the 

initiative of Fr. Callistus CMI who purchased a plot of land and 

constructed a farm house. Even though the station is in 

Maharashtra, most of the inhabitants are of Telugu origin. In 1978, 

Fr. Mathew Poovakulam CMI, the Priest-in-Charge, was attacked 

by a group of dacoits. The Sisters of the Destitute began their 

convent here in 1980 and a dispensary in 2015. Stations of the 

Cross started during the time of Fr. Canicius CMI to the nearby hill 

called Cicily Konda has become a pilgrim centre. It has become a 

great pilgrim centre in the diocese. On Good Friday more than 

Chapel under the Mission Station 

: Pulgaon CAD Camp, 

: Resulabad (15kms) 

22. KOPRELI  (1976) 

Patron : St. Joseph the Worker 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Sebastian................... CMI 

Catholic Families :  52 

Distance from Bp's H. : 75 Kms 

Address : Kisanwadi Church, Kopreli P.O., 

Mulchira Tq., Gadchiroli Dt., 

M.S. 442 707. 

Institutions : 1. Kisanwadi Balbhavan for 

boys & girls 

2. Kisanwadi Convent (SJB) 

3. Kisanwadi Dispensary 
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4. St. Joseph Nursery school 

History : Kopreli is an interior village in Gadchiroli district. 

Fr. Mathew Njarakkatt CMI was the pioneer missionary of this 

station. He established this station in 1976 and taught the local 

people the new lessons of cultivation. He christened this station as 

ñKisan Wadiò with a model farm, seeds centre and nursery. The 

Sisters of St. John the Baptist moved to this station in 1978. They 

are rendering their services for the development of the people 

through various activities. 

Priests who served    : 

Fr. Mathew Njarakkatt CMI 

Fr. James Thottappilly CMI (+) 

Fr. George Neeliyara CMI 

Fr. George Manikompel CMI (+) 

Fr. Dharmanand CMI (+) 

Fr. Jose Parayaruthottam CMI (+) 

Fr. Mathew Vathalloor CMI 

Fr.  Joy  Parapally  CMI 

Fr. George Canisius CMI (+) 

Fr.   Jimmy   Koottala 

Fr.    Johny    Narikat 

Fr. Dennis Velanmalukudiyil CMI 

Fr. Jose Pallivathuckal CMI 

Fr.  Thomas   Punchayil 

Fr. Sebastian .................... CMI 

Chapel under the Mission Station 

: Labantola ( 3kms), Thumdi 

(28kms) 

Sub Station : 

Ghot (1992) 

Ghot is a sub-station of Kopreli, 80 kms. away from 

Bishop's Home. It is run by the Sisters of the Holy Spirit. In 1983 

Srs. Esther, Avila and Agnes started to stay at Adegaon village, 

Chandrapur District in a small house. In 1992 they shifted the 

community to Ghot in Gadchiroli District in order to focus more 

on SC/ST. The aim of this centre is to make the poor especially 

tribals and dalits strong and powerful through empowerment of 

women. There is a re-habilitation centre for unwed mothers and 

their children and also they are providing lay leaders' training to 

the people around. 

Institutions : 1. L o k m a n g a l , C o n v e n t 

(SHSp) 

2. Lokmangal Samsta (Reg.) 

(SHSp) 

3. Typing & Tailoring centre 

(SHSp) 

4. Matoshree Short stay Home 

(SHSp) 

5. Ahilyadevi Balabahavan 

6. Mother Teresa Hostel for girls 

7 ....................... school 

23. KURKHEDA  (2014) 

Patron : St. Francis Assisi 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Jeevan K.D. 

Catholic Families : 03 

Distance from Bp's H. :  182 

Address : St. Francis Assisi Church Ajad 

Ward, Kurkheda P.O. Gadchiroli 

Dt. MS Pin: 441209 
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27. NANDGAON (2012) 

Patron : St. Alphonsa 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Roby................ 

Catholic families : 30     

Distance from Bp's H. : 88kms 

Address : St. Alphonsa Church Nandgaon, 

Chandrapur Dt M.S 441 226 

Institutions :  1. Carmelwadi ConventCMC 

History : Nandgaon is a rural mission station, land was 

purchased by Fr. Thomas Oswald CMI. First it was under the 

Aksapur mission station. Later because of distance it was handed 

over to Mul Mission station,for the better pastoral work and the 

need of the people Fr. Jeevan KD initiated to construct a church 

and it was blessed in 22-6-2011. On 28 July 2011 Sisters 

belonging to CMC congregation started their convent to support 

the mission activities in Nandgaon. In the year 2012 Nandgaon 

was established as independent Mission Station with a Priest- in- 

charge. 

Priest who served : 

Fr.   Jeevan   K.D. 

Fr. Manu Parayanickal CMF 

Fr. Mathew Nirappel 

Fr.Albin Vadakkemulanjanal 

Fr.  Prakash  Kerketta 

Fr. Francis Minj  

Chapel under the Mission Station 

: Chekfutana(5 kms) 

28. PATTAGUDA  (1985) 

Patron : Muktidatha (Christ) 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Johny Narikatt 

2000 devotees gather here for Stations of the Cross. 

Priests who served :                 

Fr. J. Parayaruthottam CMI (+) 

Fr. P. Valiyaparambil CMI 

Fr. George Manikompel CMI (+) 

Fr. John Anikkottil  CMI (+) 

Fr. George Canisius CMI (+) 

Fr.  Callistus  CMI  (+) 

Fr. M. Poovakulam CMI (+) 

Fr.  Thomas   Punchayil 

Fr.  Tomy  Chittinapilly 

Fr.  Joy  Puthussery  CMI 

Fr. SimonTharakan  CMI 

Fr.   Prakash   Karketa 

Fr.   Lawrence   Burle 

Fr.    Jobin    Ovelil 

Fr.    Pius    Mathew 

Fr.  Prem Chirackal CMI 

Fr. Shyju Madappallikunel 

Chapel under the Mission Station 

: Kostala (1.5 Kms) 

25. MARAKBODY  (1996) 

Patron : St. Joseph 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Ajish Kumpukkal 

Asst. Priest-in-charge : Fr. Sumesh ......................... 

Catholic Families : 120 

Distance from Bp' H.  : 105 kms. 

Address : St. Joseph's Church, Marakbody, 
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Gurwala P.O., Gadchiroli Dt., 

M.S. 442 605. 

Institutions : 1. St. Joseph Convent (FDSHJ) 

2. St. Joseph School 

3. Bal Bhavan for girls 

History : Marakbody mission station, was established as a sub 

station of Wasa by late Fr. Dharmanand CMI. It was erected as a 

mission station in 1996 and Fr. Thomas Chirayil MST was 

appointed as the first resident priest-in-charge. Congregation of 

Fervent Daughters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (FDSHJ) is 

helping this station since1996.In the year 2012 diocese purchased 

some land near to the main road and under the guidance of Fr. Ajsh 

a new school, presbytery & Boys' Boarding are being built. A new 

Church was blessed on 10 April 2016 

Priests who served    :  Fr. Thomas Chirayil MST 

Fr. Philip Vathyakary CMI 

Fr. K.D. Chacko 

Fr. Benny Mulackal 

Fr. Robinson C.J 

Fr. Robert Nicholas 

Fr.     Ajish 

Fr.    Francis 

Fr. Tony 

Chapel under the Mission Station 

: Pottegaon - Thatri (32kms ) 

5 Acres of land was purchased on 2016 by Fr. Ajish. There are 

105 Catholic families at Pottegaon 

26. MUL  (1986) 

Patron : Sacred Heart 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Roby ............................ 

Catholic families : 46 

Distance from Bp's H : 63 Kms 

Address : Krupasroth Church, Mul P.O. 

441 224 Chandrapur Dt., M.S. 

Institutions : 1. Santwadi, Carmel Aradhana 

Bhavan 

2. Krupasroth Balbhavan for 

boys 

3. St. Anne's Convent (SAB) 

4. St. Anne' s High School 

(SAB) (CBSE) 

5.  St. Anne' s School( SAB) 

(State) 

History  : This mission station at Mul, a tahsil headquarters in 

Chandrapur district, was founded by Fr. Sebastian Thattil CMI in 

1986. He took over the management and administration of Indira 

Convent English Medium School at Mul managed by a local 

Education Society and later in 1992 the Sisters of St. Anne 

Balgalore opened a convent and the management of the school 

was entrusted to them. 

Priests who served :              

Fr. Sebastian Thattil CMI 

Fr. Jose Parakatt CMI 

Fr. Augustine Alencherry CMI 

Fr. George Kidangan CMI 

Fr. Shyju Madapallikunnel 

Fr. Roy Kidangath (Ekm-Angamaly) 

Fr.    Jeevan    K.D 

Fr. Lawrence Burle (+) 
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Repanpally on 10 April 1996 and the substations at Chellawada 

and Marneli are being looked after from here. The SABS Sisters 

have started their convent at Repanpalli in 1998. They are actively 

engaged in various parish activities. 

Priests who served : 

Fr. Madanu Thomas 

Fr.   Jaim  Kokkat 

Fr. Shyju Madapallikunnel 

Fr.   Peter   K.I. 

Fr. Praveen Povathunkal 

Fr. Anoop Aerimattathil 

Fr. Pius Mathew 

Chapel under the Mission Station: 

Marneli (20kms) Chellawada 

(8kms) 

31. SIRONCHA (2012) 

Patron : Mother of Carmel 

Priest in-Charge : Fr. Jose Augustine Pallivathuckal CMI 

Catholic Families : 1 

Ph. No. : 07995033823 

Distance from Bp's H. : 200 km. 

Address : Carmel Udyan, Rajive Nagar 

Janampalli, P. O. Sironcha, 

Gadchiroli Dist. (M.S.) 442 504 

History : 16 Acres of Land was purchased in the year 2011 

and Fr. Johnson was the first priest in-charge 

Priests who served : 1. Fr. Johnson CMI 

2. Fr. Prem Choorakal CMI 

Institutions : English Medium School (CMI) 

FDM Convent (Daughters of 

Catholic families : 151 

Distance from Bp's H. :  90 Kms 

Address : Shanti Bhavan, Pattaguda, 

Tekamandava P.O., Gadchandur 

via, Chandrapur Dt., M.S. 442 

908. 

Institutions : 1. Shanti Balbhavan for boys & 

girls 

2. Shanti Bhavan Dispensary 

3. Shanti Bhavan Convent (DM) 

History : This mission station at Pattaguda, a hill station in 

Chandrapur district, was established by Fr. George Canisius CMI 

in 1985. Most of the inhabitants of this area are migrants from 

Marathwada region of Maharashtra. The DM Sisters started their 

convent here in 1985. They are actively engaged in various parish 

activities. 

Priests who served    : 

Fr. George Canisius CMI (+) 

Fr. Joseph Kattekara CMI 

Fr. Augustine Alencherry 

Fr. Varghese PuthuparampilCMI 

Fr.  Jose  Parakatt  CMI 

Fr. Joshy VazhapillyCMI 

Fr.P.D        Thomas 

Fr.    Pius    Mathew 

Fr.   Prakash   Karketta 

Fr. Lawrence Burle   (+) 

Fr.  Saju  Chamakalayil 

Fr. Philip Vadyakari CMI 

Fr. Joby ................. (+) 

 78 
EPARCHY OF CHANDA 

 

 75 
EPARCHY OF CHANDA 

 



 

 
 

Chapel under the MissionStation 

: Kumbejary (2½kms), Palasguda 

(7½ kms), Lendiguda (8kms), 

Kamathguda. 

29. RAJURA (1998) 

Patron : Mary Matha 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Vivek Puthampurayil 

Catholic families : 34        

Distance fromBp's H. : 11 kms 

Address : Mary Matha Church,Chunala 

P.O. Manikgarah Road, Rajura 

Tq.Chandrapur Dt. M.S. 442 905 

Institutions : 1. Stella Maris Convent (DM) 

2. Stella Maris High School 

(State& CBSE)(DM) 

3. Stella Maris Hostel for girls 

(DM) 

4. Stella Maris Social work 

center 

History : Rajura is a small town and Tahsil Headquarters,11 

kms away from Bishop's Home. Priests from the Bishop's Home 

used to say Holy Mass at the houses of the faithful in the 

beginning. In 1993, the D.M. Sisters started their convent and an 

English Medium at Chunala, 2 kms away from Rajura town. Since 

then Holy Mass was celebrated in the convent. As a substation, 

spiritual assistance was extended from Bishop's Home and from 

Warur. It was raised as a mission station on 1st May 1998 and Fr. 

Tomy Chovelikudiyil was appointed as first priest-in-charge. A 

new Church was built by Fr. K. J. Thomas in a plot of land of the 

Diocese and it was blessed in 2002. The priest-in-charge resides at 

Bishop's Home. 

Priests who served    :  Fr. Tomy Chovelikudiyil 

Fr. Thomas K.J. 

Fr. Benny Mulackal 

Fr. Tomy Chittinapilly 

Fr. Vincent Pangola 

Substation : Sasti (2002) 

SCCG Sisters began their 

nursing ministry here at the WCL 

Hospital in 2002. 

Institution  : 1. Sisters of Charity Convent 

(SCCG) 

30. REPANPALLI  (1993) 

Patron : Queen of the Most Holy Rosary 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Saju Chamakalayil 

Catholic Families : 134 

Distance from Bp's H. : 154 kms. 

Address : Karuna Nilayam, Repanpalli, 

Kamalapur P.O., Aheri Tq., 

Gadchiroli Dt., M.S. 442 709. 

Institutions :  1. Balbhavan for boys & girls 

2. Adoration Convent (SABS) 

3. Play school 

History  : Fr. Thomas Madanu as assistant at Nagepally started 

mission work at Chellawada, an interior village, in Gadchiroli 

District, 132 kms away from Bishop's Home, in 1982. He 

constructed the church cum presbytery in 1984 at Chellawada. 

Most of the inhabitants are migrants from neighbouring Andhra 

Pradesh who came in search of land. Chellawada mission was 

looked after from Nagepally for many years. Fr. Thomas Madanu 

purchased a plot of land at Repanpally on Allapally - Sironcha road 

in 1993. He was appointed as the first resident priest-in-charge at 
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3. S. H. Convent 

4. S.H. Dispensary 

5. Nursery School 

History : Fr. Hermenegild CMI purchased this land 

admeasuring 50 acres, situated on the bank of river Wain Ganga 

and started the first CMI house in 1966. A mission station attached 

to the CMI House was established on 28 March 1970 and Fr. James 

Thottapilly CMI was appointed as its first Priest-in-charge. The 

Sacred Heart Sisters of Thamarassery Province began their 

convent here in 1993.Bp. Vijay Anand Nedumpuram CMI bishop 

emiritus is a member of this community since 2014 

Priests who served :                 

Fr. James Thottappilly CMI (+) 

Fr. Mathew Njarakkatt CMI 

Fr. Paul Kattamkottil CMI (+) 

Fr. Dharmanand CMI (+) 

Fr. George Neeliyara CMI 

Fr. Polycarp CMI   (+) 

Fr. Alwin   Paulose CMI 

Fr.  Callistus  CMI(+) 

Fr.  Felician  CMI  (+) 

Fr. Panthenus Pookkatt CMI 

Fr.  Jose  Parakatt  CMI 

Fr. Philip Vathyakary CMI 

Fr. Augustine Alenchery CMI 

Fr.  Johnson     CMI 

Fr. Jose Vadakkemury CMI 

34.WADSA 

Patron : Infant Jesus 

Our Lady of Mercy) 

Dispensary (FDM) 

32. SUMTHANA  (1971) &  WARORA  

Patron :  St. Thomas 

Priest-in-charge : Fr. Sharon OFM Cap 

Catholic families   : 43 

Distance from Bp's H. : 45 kms (Sumthana), 50 kms 

(Warora) 

Address : S e v a K u n j , S u m t h a n a 

Village, Bhadravathi P.O. 442 

902, Chandrapur Dt., M.S. 

Phone :  07175/265720 

Institutions :  1. St. Anne's Convent (SAB) 

2. St. Anne' s High School 

(SAB) 

3. St. Anne's Hospital (SAB) 

4. St. Anne's Boarding Girls 

(SAB) 

5. St. Anne's Social work center 

(SAB) 

6. Post Metric Boys' Hostel 

7. Dispensary (SAB) 

History : This Mission Station was established in 1971 in 

order to look after the spiritual needs of Catholics in the Ordnance 

factory. Fr. Mathew Vathalloor CMI from Ballarpur made 

contacts for the purchase of land at Sumthana village and Fr. 

Eugene Thomas CMI constructed a house for starting a mission 

station here.Fr. K.D. Chacko constructed a chapel at Piparbody, 

which is 4 kms from sumthana in 1986 and the Sunday service was 

conducted there till  1993. Fr. Emmanuel Kandathil constructed a 

new chapel in the factory campus in collaboration with other 
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Christian Denominations and it was blessed on 7 August 1993. 

Sisters of St. Anne, Bangalore, began their convent here in 1988. 

They are rendering their services for the development of the 

people through various activities. 

Priests who served    : 

Fr. Eugene Thomas CMI (+) 

Fr. George Sankoorickal CMI 

Fr.    K.D.    Chacko 

Fr. James Kurissery CMI 

Fr. James Thuruthiyil CMI 

Fr. Sibi Eravimangalam CMF 

Fr. Jose Parayaruthottam CMI (+) 

Fr.  Emmanuel  Kandathil 

Fr. Thomas Thannianickal CMF 

Fr. K.S. Joseph (senior) (+) 

Fr.P.D.       Thomas 

Fr. Rajat Valiyamangalam 

Fr. Sebastion Thattil CMI 

Fr. Joseph Pooneli CMI 

Fr. Joshy Madathiparambil 

Fr. Augustine OFM Cap 

Chapel under the Mission Station 

: Ordinance factory chapel 

Sub Stations : Warora 

The SAB sisters began teaching in the school belonging to 

the Voltas factory at Yensa in 1985. In the beginning the sisters 

stayed in one of the quarters for employees. The factory 

constructed a concrete building near the school after a few years. 

Voltas at Yensa was bought by Electrolux after a few years. After a 

few years the Electrolux factory itself was closed down. 

Consequently the school and the convent in that colony were 

closed down. The sisters, however, bought some land in Warora in 

1994 and started a school there. 

Institutions : 1. St. Anne's Convent, Warora 

(SAB) 

2. St. Anne's School, Warora 

(EM)(SAB) 

Sub station :  Majri 

To have an all round development of the people in Majri, 

CMI Fathers started a Marathi Medium school under the 

leadership of Fr. Sebastion Thattil CMI in the year 2010. 

Institutions :  1. CMI, House 

2. CMI, Marathi Medium 

School 

3. Carmel Academy ( Pre- 

Primary School, E.M.) 

33. TARSA /ASHTI  (1970) 

Patron : Sacred Heart 

Priest-in-Charge : Fr. Philip Vadyakary CMI 

Catholic families : 88         

Distance from Bps' H. : 56 kms 

Address : Prabhu Sadan, Tarsa, Vittalwada 

P.O. 442 702,Chandrapur Dt., 

M.S. 

Phone. : 07171/256172 

Institutions : 1. P r a b h u S a d a n ( C M I 

Monastery) 

2. Bal Bhavan for boys & girls 

(CMI) 
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4. Bro. Abhilash (Regent) 

Priests (Rectors) who served 

1. Fr. George Pullankav CMI (+) 

2. Fr. K.D Chakko 

3. Fr. Ephrem Nariculam 

4. Fr. Thomas Punchayil 

5. Fr. Benny Mulackal 

6. Fr. Ajay Khalkho 

7. Fr. Binu Muthalakuzhiyil 

Other Priests who served 

Fr. George Muttathupadam (MST) 

Fr. Vincent Korattiparmbil (Manandavady) 

Fr.   Davis   Chirayath   (TCR) 

Fr. Babu Mapilassery (Manandavady) 

Fr.   Joseph   Chakkiath   (Ekm.) 

Fr.  Paul  Chirayath  (Irinjalakuda) 

Fr.  Tom  Pulickal  (Kanjirapally) 

Fr. James Manjapuzhathundiyil CMI 

Fr. Benny Mulakkal 

Fr.     Johny     Narikatt 

Fr. Francis Vazhappilly (TCR) 

Fr.  Jose  Pariathara  (Ekm.) 

Fr.     Jimmy     Koottala 

Fr. Abraham Kunnatholy CMI (Sagar) 

Fr.    Shibu    Monippally 

Fr. Sebish Vettiadan CMI (Bijinor) 

Fr.   Binu   Muthalakuzhiyil 

Fr. Jomy Chakkalatharayil (+) 

Priest-in-Charge : Fr. Harish CMI 

Catholic Families : 15   

Distance from Bp's H. : 157 kms. 

Address : Carmel Bhavan Aamgaon P.O., 

Wadsa, Desaiganj Tq., 441207 

Gadchiroli Dt., MS 

Institutions :  1. Carmel School (CMI) 

2. Convent (SABS) 

History  : The CMI service society purchased a plot of land in 

Amgaon a village 2Kms away from Wadsa on the way to 

Lakhandur in 1999. On 19th April  2009 Fr. Augustine Alencherry 

CMI arrived in Wadsa and started the mission. Carmel School 

(CBSE) began to function on 21st June 2009. Sisters of Adoration 

congregation (SABS, Kanjirapally) also opened a convent in a 

rented house in Wadsa in June 2009 and started their service in the 

School. A new house was constructed and blessed on 21 December 

2009. Later it was given to the Sisters as their residence. 

Priests who served    : 

Fr. Augustine Alenchery CMI 

35. WANI  (1993) 

Patron : Infant Jesus 

Priest-in-Charge : Fr. Tomy Chirappuratt 

Catholic Families : 37       

Distance from Bp's H. : 90 kms 

Address : Jyothi Niwas Church, Wani 

Nokyawada P.O., Gadchandur 

via, Chandrapur Dt., M.S. 442 

908. 

Institutions :  1. Balbhavan for boys & girls 

2. Dispensary 
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3. D.M. Convent (DM) 

4. Play School 

History  : It is an interior hill station, founded by Fr. George 

Canisius CMI in 1993. The DM Sisters started their convent here 

in 1993. They extend their service to run the dispensary, 

Balbhavan, Play School and village works. They are actively 

engaged in parish activities. 

Priests who served    : 

Fr. George Canicius CMI (+) 

Fr.  Jose  Parakkat  CMI 

Fr. Varghese Puthuparampil CMI 

Fr. Augustine Alencherry CMI 

Fr. Joshi  VazhapillyCMI 

Fr.   P.   D.   Thomas 

Fr.   Prakash   Kerketta 

Fr.  Lawrence  Burle  (+) 

Fr.    K.D    Chacko 

Fr. Joshy Madathiparambil 

Fr. Albin Vadakkemulanjanal 

Fr.    Robinson    C. 

Fr.  Antony   Munjanat 

Fr. Tony Villiadath 

Chapel under the Mission Station 

: Lahan Wani (4kms) 

VII.VFIIO. FROMRMAATTIIOONNHHOUOSUESSES 
1. Sant Vianney Gurukul  

Rector :  Fr. Binu Muthalakuzhiyil  

Chanda had no diocesan minor seminary until 1991. The 

candidates for diocesan priesthood were sent to other seminaries. 

The dream to establish a diocesan minor seminary was fulfilled on 

03 July 1991 when 09 candidates from diocese itself were 

recruited to the St. Thomas Minor Seminary. Since there was no 

building for the minor seminary, the first batch finished their first 

year course at different stations, namely Ballarpur, Shengaon in 

MS and Utnoor, Sirpur Kaghaznagar in AP. Later in 1992, 

Balbhavan at Ballarpur was shifted to Kalmana village to give 

way to the minor seminary. Fr. George Pullankav CMI was the 

first Rector of the minor seminary (1991-93). He was replaced by 

Fr. K.D Chacko (1993-95). Fr. Ephrem Nariculam from the 

Archdiocese of Ernakulam succeeded as Rector (1995-2002). Fr. 

Thomas Punchayil took charge as Rector on 01 April  2002. In June 

2000 the Seminary was shifted to the present campus with the new 

name Sant Vianney Gurukul at New Daheli Village, which is 6km. 

away from Bishop's Home. Last batch of students from Adilabad 

Diocese completed the course in 2002-2003. 
 

Address : Sant Vianney Gurukul, New 

Daheli, Dudholi Bamini P.O., 

Ballarpur (via), Chandrapur Dt., 

M.S. 442 701, 

Ph. : 07172/241915 

Members : Staff (4 ) 

 1. Fr. Shibu Monipalli (Rector) 

 2. Fr. Vivek Puthampurayil (Vice 

Rector) 

3. Fr. Bosco George OP 
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