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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISHI *P'S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District
Tamilnadu — 629175, India
Phone: +91-4651-250633
Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/140/2022
30 November 2022
Dear Readers,
Greetings and prayerful wishes Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

We are entering the month of December. It is a month of
festivities in the Church - the season of Annunciation, the solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception of our Blessed Mother, and finally,
the solemnity of the birth of Jesus Christ. We began the season of
Annunciation on 27 November 2022, the four weeks, in preparation
to the feast of the Nativity of Jesus, celebrated on 25th December
constitute this season. In this season we practice abstinence from 1st
to 25th December in preparation for Christmas, we call this period
“25 days Lent”. Let us make known this practice to all our faithful
and exalt them to observe the days of 25 days lent.

This season of annunciation is called ‘subbara’in Syriac language.
The meaning of this term is ‘declaration, ‘announcement’ etc. What
angel Gabriel announced to holy Mary was the greatest glad news
to humanity that eagerly waited for the Saviour. Thus, this season
is developed in the context of the mystery of incarnation completed
in the fullness of time. The Church recalls during these days the
announcement of the birth of John the Baptist, the predecessor of
Jesus, and also the joyful event of the birth of John the Baptist. As
a preparation for the celebration of the mystery of incarnation, this
season also recalls creation, disobedience of our first parents and
its consequences, the miserable state of the broken humanity, the
promise of salvation offered by God, God’s covenant with humanity,
and the prophecies about the Saviour. During this season we also
meditate on the role of Mary in the history of the plan of salvation.

Christmas is about a definitive moment in time, in human history,
when God showed that He cared for every one of us by entering into
our humanity so that He could walk with us, live with us, lead us,
carry us and lift us to that better place. It is, therefore, not just about
celebrations, but rather about the love of our God who wanted to
become one with us so deeply, that he gave up his divinity to enter
into our wretched humanity.
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“Maranatha” (Rev. 22: 20) is an Aramaic (Syriac) expression that
means: “Come, Lord Jesus.” It was used as a greeting in the early
church. When believers gathered or parted, they did not say hello
or goodbye, but “Maranatha!” If we had the same spiritual outlook
today, it would revolutionize the church and the lives of its members
during this season. This should be our prayer and greeting during
this season — come, Lord Jesus.

Christmas - the birth of God in a poor manger - is the most
celebrated feast in this world. Christmas offers us all an opportunity
to recapture glimpses of childhood’s sacred memories. There is
timelessness about gazing into the crib and coming face to face with
the truth that God came down from heaven and dwelt among us as a
helpless baby. The gospel story tells us that at Bethlehem on a starry
night the Son of God was born. A burst of light startled the shepherds,
and angels sang at his birth. It is the simplicity of this happening
that captures the imagination. Christmas is more than a story that is
told — it is about a birth that brings heaven right down to earth. Love
came down at Christmas, broke the sacred barrier between creature
and Creator and gave an eternal value to our lives. God has given
Es the gift of reaching beyond ourselves and discovering the joy of

eaven.

There was nothing romantic about the first Christmas. Christ’s
birth was a hard and bitter experience for Joseph and Mary, two poor
people with doors slammed in their faces. They were the picture
of poverty with neither room nor lodgings; forced to shelter in a
stable outside the entry walls, where animals gave up their manger
for the child Jesus. The Christ who was to die on Calvary outside
of Jerusalem was born outside of Bethlehem. The message is clear
from the very beginning that the love of God is available to all,
but especially the poor, the weak, the disadvantaged. The stable is
an indication of our need to see grace and goodness in the most
deprived of people. As we kneel before the crib, we can pray for the
vision during this short life of ours to see things God’s way and for
the courage to act according to his will.

Christmas becomes meaningful when we welcome the Lord as he
comes to us in the wonder of every human being and as he reveals
himself in the value and dignity of every person with whom we live
and work. One of the things that makes Christmas very special is
being remembered by friends. It is essentially a family feast and an
occasion for exchanging gifts and sharing the warmth of our homes
in the company of friends. Our hearts and our thoughts are especially
with family members who are absent and unable to take part in our
festivities. God’s presence and love can be experienced in healing
misunderstandings, patching up quarrels and letting bygones be
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bygones. Sometimes removing bitterness can be extremely difficult,
but forgiving and forgetting will enable us to enjoy our Christmas
happiness to the full.

Christmas is also about kindness, about giving and about the
returning of love for love. It’s the time of year when our hearts are
in the right place and when we realize it is more blessed to give
than to receive. We become alive and sensitive to the many needs
of the poor who are crying out for our generosity and caring. Spare
a thought also for those people who find the going tough and whose
lives at this particular time are in the shadow of the crib because of
a cross or a recent death. Our joy highlights their sadness. May your
Christmas be a holy one because if it is, it will be a happy and joyful
one!

On 8 December, we celebrate the solemnity of Immaculate
Conception. Mary is the world’s most remarkable model of an
Advent figure. At a given moment in salvation history, God asked
her to mother his Son. It was a demanding invitation and one which
troubled her greatly. When she gave her reply to the angel Gabriel,
let it be done to me according to your word, the salvation process
began and from her humanity came his flesh and blood. To be worthy
of such an honour, God graced her with freedom from original sin
from the first moment of her conception. Mary had to be immaculate,
untouched by sin from the first moment of her birth. The mother,
who was carrying God’s son, not for herself but for a world in need,
could have no hand, act or part in sin. Mary became Christ’s first
disciple and the very model of what discipleship means.

The solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is a doctrinal feast,
which celebrates Mary’s first moment of existence, in the womb of
her mother, St Anne. This feast also celebrates the humility and faith
of Mary, a woman who accepted the challenge which God put before
her. She is an example of what human life is capable of achieving
when touched by the grace of God. Like many a mother she gave a
child to the world while remaining unaware of the details of God’s
plan. We should not think that because Mary was free from sin her
life was without struggles. She was subject to the same doubts and
anguishes that we all face. Like her son, she shared all our problems
and difficulties showing us the value of patience amidst our own
trials, by turning sorrow and trouble into hope and joy.

Mary reminds us of the goodness of God which is the source
and root of our life. What he wills for Mary he wills for all of us. In
sending his Son into our world, God wanted to share the very best
of Himself with us, by making us his adopted sons and daughters.
God calls each of us like Mary to welcome Jesus and to make room
for him in our lives. If we give him cooperation in living his word
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and sharing his cross, he will shape us into a worthy dwelling place
for his Son. Mary teaches us what it means to abandon ourselves
completely to God’s will and to be fully at his disposal. We are
fortunate to call Mary our mother and to claim her as the model to
imitate to the best of our ability. Of all creatures, she is the closest
in love to God, nearest to his heart and everything a human being
should be. Her Immaculate Conception calls us to be more freely
and totally ourselves according to God’s eternal plan.

Let us as we enter into this wonderful month of December, let us
together with Mary prepare ourselves to welcome the child Jesus.
He comes knocking. He stoops low and invites us to find him in the
lowly places of this world, in the lowly places of our own life. What
are the things in your life that may be crowding out Jesus? What
obstacles and preoccupations leave little or no room for him? What
keeps you from recognizing Jesus and opening the door wide when
he comes? If you have already opened the door to him for many
years, praise God and ask the Lord to help you open wider. Even
though many of us have invited Jesus in, we have given him poor
accommodations, perhaps relegating him to the couch or the floor.

Hence, the message of Christmas, dear Fathers, is this: make room
for Jesus. Make more and more room for him in the inn of your soul.
The Scripture assures us: “Yet to all who did receive him, to those
who believe in his name, he gave the power to become children of
God” (Jn 1:12). Christmas night is a night of gifts and Jesus stoops
low to give us a priceless gift: the power to become children of God.
However, the question is: Is there room in the ‘inn’ of our hearts?

We are entering the last month of the year 2022. The year has been
very momentous for the Eparchy in many ways. We have achieved
much during this year. God has been blessing us with vocations,
resources, and even personnel from other Eparchies, to continue our
mission work in the extended territories of the Eparchy. Let us raise
our minds and hearts to God in gratitude for all the blessings that
we have received throughout this year. Let me take this occasion to
wish everyone a Christ-filled Christmas and a prosperous New Year
2023! With my prayers and blessings,

Yours in Christ Jesus,

A t_"_:_L‘—_-"i"'”_J{i—‘-J
T George Rajendran SDB

Bishop of Thuckalay
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Circular letter No/GR/41/2022
QW SHDILLG - 1
mGer Cuflurele enpeilu mLsbazswly D@HLsCaTsfaCer!
Sjery @Qenpwsster! B FHenzwmd s_ajellBGBSID, 6w euymbd
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1996 gyib el Bauwduy gy CzH 2 mamssiulL B
wenporal Lorerg, serg @epurl Al uenflfler 26 oy emHSman
Qavauren(h) Hlenmey CFlifngl. BOEOEMS aumpenal oy PILHSS CauemHLd,
CQudlureiler pHOFLSEGE Frenm Lsy Ceuampb erenaud @ GClLHD
Crrésns@EsLcr CHTEsmhsEhL 6 BT SLbg 2y, em®). Hb SLHS e,
Bg wenpwral L 2 (marsssder Oeeraflalipranc ensflsCamb.
CarCyrenm CumBEsTHM FHm @UbS Heveule wEhaTeIePhH LB
masg Hemey elprencud SplsEsmd. s_eer CuTHhs eramemHD
Y AHEHEG B Samid HO® BHTETTES DG HEMOHSII.
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Aoty Smuuell ULESCsTHSS WwevnLICL L SSH6m  &(HSSH5EEHSHTS
Q5955 Couempholwer Qoo s5Hen CFM_&ssHCebw BiMeymsasHcner.

Cuogib, QeaiauramhHib BTD WwepLTaLl L SaGms, WDLTL L D&SET
Semarafd URGCHHEL Mgwres Aplurs B 2 eTGemmd. HeaubduF 13,
2022 ojerm ULBETRIENH HH@msw wepal L Yyeowusde meisy)
Hmiuellyd  poYEms  ampame  abWluGSSHU  semeblapeneuud
BLES Qm&ECpmd. LaGam eshsefle, swg seriuflu menerL
Cumflbg B eI S HLs_rdw FCFT Cdwreysa berml
FaMauFHGD, Hsama eumpaliler oy wsams LACsTEILSHED, HHEFLEL
uenfldsrer Gurmieny wELGWD YHUNWLSHEGD QbS wenmTeu L
dand QaremLmLiorearg GCumseNwTs @)(mHEELD.

Semeopw  Serd Gpuse 245 wenfléa@, Hmuuedwrerg BHen Clumid.
Hmifelder, Apiys srenfldens’ ueefl BenLClumd. riveieiuie
ealblaurm ukigsaldmbgd msssmrrser LRGsHs LRCENE Cal(H&
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QarereriupEnriser. @wm aasaryy, afldarn CuowedHiow gbhd
agCauemhn. wHNs oasaTyy, Sy srTaflsmsow  CFauSSeMD.
Semang gl uhGselldmbgin Wrdfldaser seunpmoe ukGCsns CoustrhHid
aerueng Henenay HACHer. Qg gealbleurm under elsars eurpene
Uy SHlucl&En BELWrer STelsenSWTs BEHLOWLD.

CsrLibg BLEGEMs ampe wHPD FTLHAL  arpe] Yy Hweapan
SlqliueLwrssd  ClEmeL, BLemd, UuTLe®, BIL&D Gurermeneny
2 L Clsmar_gne euaimenmownner el eefl s durssn penl tlumib. B
DIl LFmss CoIhs emeansg Wwasebd Hmiuelutler LmGsnm,
Qasme Hapame sanhs seflss Cauempb eeruGs erem eHmLUILD. HITD
B QemerauHd Bog urgisraelwrdw SHmegeus gmi wilwmeier
Saemaritled emn sLejefler GeTeneTHET GTETEID  6R(HERTT G 6T
gwasblenm LkGaHGUTLD.

Cuogid, erurereufsGer, s BIeT, BiFTeug HeubuF 13, 2022 6w
2 @& afiCury fearbd 2 esemmeilu Hm Jmauller yausFflasiupEng.
Smsshens Nrreardlen, QHHTeT 2 aFSHID HFSShsmen Gleuefliu@bsgb
dlgors amsfes Cal(ps CsrambererTy. oy ®SWTD jeTenDL
fargeng HAoly Qeumser, wHMD Qsr Foss OFwaseT ePuTs
fAptss genturh Cal@pé OamerdCmer.

Cugid &g Qran® oy amH&6eTTs HLSSILLTD @)(Hbs LemDTe L
BOEFLIHE CsTemmm L wreng Qeveuren®h bLgg Sywreflsaliul Hererg.
g&0UT rgb 2, 3 wHmw 4 Csdseller, sagelener Fermi SHumer
Qowsde emeaudsg Qg BLSSILEDL. QSSHurerd LWENNESSTS DjenLowl,
werswmfliy Geuksefle sefliulL evpuied FHUL GCoemHClers
Calha QamerdlCper. LbiGseflan @@Hwukselgd CFdliughaTear Clgu
Sl Earmis Hurer QoD FTIUTS 2 EG6 LBiGHeTe auphslILEID.

Qupms Oerer olsarssdler qoflenw Coebd &HFLFOlGEESTES,
QCwasemes uepFTHMD uemiluie o PHEFTHWLET FHUL DG 6T
Cal s Oamerdmer. Qevmeua 2 BGEMETLD, 2 BSET @HDUBISG®ETLD
Hevmauras gy EFaudliumyms!

earanmid FGEFT Godwmellcd

il [éisk::£E:iL;:—
Loy QIR @UrebHrst sos
S50 LDEDMLOTEUL L. Sy Ul

Wi Qeveid
01.11.2022
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Mission Quest 2022

&Gy oLy HHSHTSHI Benewid WHMID DEDDEHTHI Shen6worLd G)enewot S
BLSHIb Mission Quest 2022 pog BHOFLS BHenowdSesr sumufeors 2022
BeubLy 20 ehmuiD misHpemio 2022 wrewe 6 ewolld@ emesorwid sumuievns
45 B Biser penLOQupm . QOCum’ g B(mdgenu DD H(hHSOBTssOIH
UesollBemen  Shiplons MBS 2 sayb  QumHL® BLSSOULL Fi.
AOGum 1gulsd  QeuppIiG miGeun(Hé@  wemmdHevell  omswTey  LomsueTelS 6T
wpoib CQuCurissT steor )h LIfeysemte LS euphIBILGLD. 2 vdemTediu
FGymosvLmy H(mIFemu  latedlsy Geupe) OumiLeuisEhs@ (Lpoev Lfls 10000
epumil, @gesorLmd wifls 5000 emumil, epsomd wLiflE 3000 eHUML  LOMMID
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MONTHLY AGENDA - DECEMBER 2022

DATE DAY

2 Fri

TIME

08.30 am
09.30 am

EVENTS

Eparchial Bible Convention at Sinai
Retreat Centre, Kalluvilai
One day convention at Vattakottai

3 Sat

08.30 am

Eparchial Bible Convention at Sinai Retreat
Centre, Kalluvilai

4 Sun

5 Mon

6 Tue

08.30 am

09.30 am
10.00 am
06.00 pm

Eparchial Bible Convention at Sinai Retreat

KKSSS Golden Jubilee Celebration at
Kalluvilai

Mathru Jyothis Food Fest at Kalluvilai
Soosaipuram Forane Priests’ Conference

09.30 am

Curia Meeting

7  Wed

05.00 pm

Blessing of Chapel (Anbu illam, Tenkasi) &
Charity Home at Pavoorchatram, Tenkasi

9  Fri

10  Sat

10.00 am
02.30 pm

09.30 am

10.00 am

Marriage Preparation Course at Kalluvilai
SMYM: Jesus Youth Cultural exchange
programme (Dec 9-28)

Marriage Preparation Course at Kalluvilai

Pre-Christmas Gathering: Catechesis
department at Kalluvilai

11  Sun

12 Mon

09.00 am

09.30am

10.00 am

12.30 pm

02.30 pm

Sirumalar Ezhuchi Payanam in
Thirunelveli & Tenkasi Missions

St Vincent De Paul Society Thuckalay
Central Council Silver Jubilee and VAAN
inauguration at Asaripallam

Pre-Christmas Gathering: Charitable
institutions at Sangamam
Pre-Christmas Gathering: Sychar
Resource Centre at Sangamam

Pre-Christmas Gathering: Heads of the
Institutions at Sangamam

14  Wed

9th Death Anniversary of Rev. Fr.
Thomas Thekeyil

15 Thu

10.00 am

Pre-Christmas Gathering: Missionaries
of Extended territories at Madurai

16 Fri

& O i 6
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08.00 pm

Pre-Christmas Gathering: Migrants at Sangamam




17

18

19

Sat

Sun

Mon

09.30 am

09.30 am

10.00 am
02.00 pm
06.00 pm

01.00 pm
02.30 pm
03.00 pm
04.30 pm

37

One day Convention at Sinai Retreat
Centre, Kalluvilai

Mathru Jyothis Carol Song Competition
at Kalluvilai

Pre-Christmas Gathering: CRI at Nithiravilai
Pre-Christmas Gathering: Family Apos-
tolate at Kalluvilai

Pre-Christmas Gathering: Tenkasi Mission

Blessing of Presbytery at Paraicode
Pre-Christmas Gathering: Educare at
Kalluvilai

Pre-Christmas Gathering: Sinai
Theology students at Kalluvilai
Pre-Christmas Gathering: SMYM at
Thettiyodu

04.30 pm

Priests’ Conference & Christmas
Gathering at Sangamam

20

Tue

11.30 am

21

22

23

Wed

Fri

06.00 pm

01.00 pm
06.00 pm

04.00 pm

Pre-Christmas Gathering: Nambikkai
Alayam at Kazhuvanthittai

Pre-Christmas Gathering: Friends & Well-
wishers at Sangamam

Pre-Christmas Gathering: Major Seminarians
at Sangamam

Pre-Christmas Gathering: Seeds & Minor
Seminary at Mukkoottukal

Kids’ day celebration at Soosaipuram

24

27

28

29

Sat

Tue

Wed

11.00 am

09.00 am
02.30 pm

09.00 am
09.30 am

09.00 am

Christmas Crib Photo Competition by
Pulari Communications

Forane level Bible Fest Competition: Arukani
and Manjalumoodu

Former and Current Central Executives
Gathering at Kalluvilai

Forane level Bible Fest Competition:
Soosaipuram and Thuckalay - Pilankalai
Curia Meeting

Forane level Bible Fest Competition:
Nithiravilai and Padanthalumoodu

30

Fri

09.00 am

Forane level Bible Fest Competition: Kaliyal

31

Sat

09.30 am

SMYM: Training & Post Christmas
Celebration of Central Team at Kalluvilai

From the Eparchial Chancery
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - DECEMER 2022

DATE DAY TIME EVENTS
7.00 am Changanaserry: Thuruthi, Anniversary Holy
1 Thu Qurbana
10.00 am  Meeting with Benefactors

09.30 am Kalluvilai: Bible Convention
2 Fri 1030 Golden Jubilee of St. Xaviers College
n =Y AM - padanthalumoodu: Sacred Heart Higher
05.00 pm Secondary school Annual day

3 Sat  09.30 am Kalluvilai: Bible Convention

4  Sun 09.30am Kalluvilai: Bible Convention
Kalluvilai: KKSSS Golden Jubilee
5 Mon 09.30 am Celell;\r/ation !
06.00 pm  \feeting with Forane Priests Soosaipuram
Curia meeting
8288 aﬁl Trivandrum: Christ Nagar School
SUPM pre Christmas and Annual day Celebration
Thenkasi Mission: Chapel and charitable
home blessing
07.00 am Thuckalay: Feast Day Holy Qurbana,
8 Thu CMC Provincial House
01.00 pm >> Trichy
. Trichy: CHAT Extended Board meeting
9 Fri  10.00 am __ Thuckalay
09.00 am Thuckalay: Inauguration STEAM learning
Kalluvilai: Pre-Christmas gathering
10 Sat  10.00 am with Catechism Headmasters
Nagercoil, Palpannai: UCC Christmas
02.00 pm  Gathering at LMS Church
St Vincent De Paul Society Silver
U e am Jubilee and VAAN inauguration
Sangamam: Christmas Gathering with
10.00 am  Cparitable institutions

Sangamam: Christmas Gathering with
12 Mon 12.30pm g0 Giaff of Kozhiporvilai

Sangamam: Christmas Gathering with
02.30 pm the Heads of the Institutions

13 Tue 05.00am >>Mankulam, Idukki

6 Tue

7  Wed 05.00 pm
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Mankulam: Rev. Fr Thomas Thekkel’s

148 Wed RO00am death Anniversary >> Madurai
Madurai: Christmas Gathering with the
15 MLl (000 Missionaries of Extended territories
16 Fri  06.00pm Mylode: Neyyoor UCC Christmas
Gathering
10.00 am Nithravilai: Christmas Gathering with
17 Sat CRI sisters
06.00 pm Thenkasi: Mission Christmas gathering
09.30 am Ramanputhur: Kottar Health
commission medical camp
18 Sun 01.00 pm  Paraicode: Presbytery Blessing
02.30 pm Kalluvilai: Educare Christmas celebration
Padanthalumoodu: SMYM Christmas
04.30 pm gathering
Sangamam: Priests’ Conference and
R Mon Christmas Gathering with Presbyterium
0930 am Kaliakkavilai: Christmas celebration at
20  Tue ' Nanjil College
Kazhuvanthittai: Christmas gathering
11.30am  with Nambikkai Alayam
02.30 pm Sangamam: Christmas Gathering with
21 Wed the Well-wishers and Friends
05.00 pm  Karungal: Golden Jubilee of Fr Innocent
Arumanai: Pre-Christmas Celebrating and
11.00 am Marriage Ceremony
22 Thu | 01.00pm San'gamamf Ch'rlstmas Gathering with
Major Seminarians
06.00 pm  Mykootukal: Christmas Gathering with
Seeds and Minor Seminarians
Bishop’s House: Christmas Gathering with
12.30 pm  Bishop's House and Sangamam
23  Fri  04.00 pm Soosaipuram: Kids Day celebration
07.00 pm Bishop’s House: Christmas Gathering with
the Neighborhood
24 |Sat 1030 pm Manjalumoodu: Christmas Holy Qurbana
25 Sun Happy Christmas
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26  Mon 10.00 am Thi-rutuvapuram: Marriage Holy Qur.bana
05.00 pm  Chitharal: CSI Church Day Celebration

27 Tue | 07.00 pm | Kalluvilai: Meeting with SMYM Executives

28 Wed | 09.30am Curia meeting

- 10.30 am Vadakkankulam: Marriage Holy Qurbana

u 03.30 pm "g:larl;l::ll;vﬂm. First Holy Communion Holy
30 Fri ~ 05.00 pm Arukani: Feast day Holy Qurbana
31 Sat Palai: First Holy Communion Holy Qurbana

Rev. Fr. Robin Jose, Bishop's Secretary

BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS- DECEMBER - 2022

Fr. Jose Kanachikuzhiyil 03
Fr. Alex Puthettu 26
Fr. Anto Thunduparampil CMI 17
Fr. Joseph Anithottam CMI 18
Fr. Antony Jose 18
Fr. Matheus Robert 26
Fr. Rony Peedikakal MCBS 26
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MATRU JYOTHIS, DANCE COMPETITION,
KALLUVILAI, 05.11.2022

JYOTI CENTRE, Golden Jubliee Memorial, ANIMATION
CENTRE BLESSING, PADANTHALUMOODU, 25.11.2022

MISSION LEAGUE DIAMOND ]UBILEE PREPARATORY
MEETING, PADANTHALUMOODU 20.11.2022



SINAI THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE, DEGREE &
DIPLOMA HOLDERS, PADANTHALUMOODU, 13.11.2022

PASTORAL COUNCIL, SANGAMAM, 01.11.2022
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