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REE. NO. PRIESTS/CGR/103/2020
31 January 2020
Dear Readers,

Greetings from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

As Pope Francis marked 30 vears of his priesthood last vear, [ want
to present you some of his reflections on priesthood 1n this circu-
lar, which I thought would be of great help to vou 1 deepening
vour priesthood. His reflections range from a sense of humour, to a
readiness to give one’s life, from weariness offered as incense_ toa
healing healing heart attentive to the wounds of his flock.

Jorge Manio Bergoglio was ordained a Jesuit priest in 1969, just
tour days before he turned 33 vears old. His vocation dates back to
21 September 1933, Feast of 5t Matthew; the tax collector con-
verted by Jesus. It was duning a confession that day, that the future
pope had a profound experience of God’s mercy. Divine Mercy has
characterized his entire priestly life. Pope Francis speaks of priests
as quietly leaving everything to engage in the daily life of commu-
nities, giving others their own lives, moved, like Jesus, when he
sees people exhausted and “like sheep without a shepherd ™

Addressing parish priests 1n Rome on 6 March 2014, the Pope said:
“In the image of the Good Shepherd. the priest 1s a man of mercy
and compassion, close to his people and a servant to all ... Whoev-
er 1s wounded in life, in whatever way, can find in a priest attention
and a sympathetic ear ... Wounds need to be treated .... We, priests
must be there, close to these people. Mercy first means treating the
wounds.”

PRIEST AND THE EUCHARIST

Int his homily during the Jubilee for Priests on 3 June 2016, he said:
“In the Eucharistic celebration we rediscover each day our identity
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as shepherds. In every Mass, may we truly make our own Christ’s
words: “This 1s my Body, which 1s gtven up for vou.” Thas is the
meaming of our life: with these words, in a real way we can daily
renew the promises we made at our priestly ordination:™

PRIEST AND THE CONFESSIONAL

The priest plays an important part of his service to God and His
people in the confessional, where he can become an expression of
God’s mercy. Addressing parish priests in Rome on 6 March 2014,
Pope Francis said: “Tt 1s normal that there be differences in the
stvle of confessors, but these differences cannot regard the essen-
tial, that 15, sound moral doctrine and mercy. Neither the laziest
nor the rigonst bears witness to Jesus Christ, for netther the one
nor the other takes care of the person he encounters. The rigorist
washes his hands of them: i1n fact. he nails the person to the law,
understood 1n a cold and nigid way; and the laxist also washes his
hands of them: he is only apparently merciful, but in reality he does
not take seriously the problems of that conscience, by mmmizing
the sin. True mercy takes the person into one’ care, listens to them
attentively, approaches the situation with respect and truth, and
accompanies them on the journey of reconcihiation.™

PRIEST AND PRAYER

Pose Francis has always said that the priest needs to be, above all,
a man of prayer. It 15 umon with God, he says, that overcomes the
countless temptations of evil In his Letter to Priests marking the
160th anniversary of the death of the Cure of Ars, the pope sug-
gests reciting the Rosary every day. “To contemplate Mary,” he
writes, “is to believe once again in the revolutionary nature of love
and tenderness. In her, we see that humility and tenderness are not
virtues of the weak but of the strong, who need not treat others
poorly in order to feel important- themselves ™

PRIEST ANDTHE POOR

According to Pope Francis, a priest’s spirituality 1s embodied in the
reality of evervday life. His is a prophetic voice in the face of the
oppression that tramples on the poor and the weak In Evangelu
gaudium, 183, he wntes of how the Church “cannot and must not
remain on the side-lines of the struggle for justice.” The Kingdom
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of God begins here on earth and 1t 1s already here that we en-
counter Jesus: the last judement will focus precisely on what we
have done to Christ in the poor, the sick, strangers_ prisoners: We
will be judged on how we have love. But, as St John Paul 11 said,
there can be no love without justice.”™

PRIESTS RISKING THEIR LIVES

In his Letter to Priests for the 160th anniversary of the death of the
Cure of Ars, Pope Francis thanks those priests “who make their
lives a work of mercy 1n regions or situations often inhospitable,
distant or situations often inhospitable, distant or abandoned. even
at the risk of their own lives ™ He tanks them “for their courageous
and constant example™ and invites them not to be discourages, be-
cause “the Lord 1s purifying His Bnide and 1s converting all of us to
Himself ™ In the same Letter. Pope Francis addresses the question
of abuse. While confirming his closeness to the victims, he express-
es his gratitude “to all those priests who faithfully and generously
spend their lives in the service of others”™

PRIEST AND WEARINESS

During the Chrism Mass 1n 5t Peter’s Basilica. on Holy Thursday
2013, Pope France is spoke openly about “the tiredness of priests.”
saying it was frequently on his mind. ~T think about it and [ pray
about 1t often,” he said, “especially when [ am tired myself I pray
for you as vou labour amid the people of God entrusted to vour
care, many of vou in lonely and dangerous places. Qur weariness,
dear priests, 15 like incense, which silently rises up to heaven

Our weariness goes stratght to the heart of the Father ™ The pope
described this weariness as something positive, because 1t comes
from being in the midst of people:"Tt 1s the tiredness of the priest
with the smell of sheep ™

PRIEST AND HUMOUR

Pope Francis often reminds priests “the saint 15 capable of living
with joy and a sense of humour.™ This jov comes from umon with
Jesus, he says, adding that he himself pravs for a sense of humour
everyday. In a November 2016 mterview with Italy’s TV 2000, the
pope described how “a sense of humour lifts yvou up.™ It 1s some-
thing very human_ he said. but 1t 15 also close to the grace of God.
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SUPPORT PRIESTS

Pope Francis asks priests to be always close to the people, but at
the same time_he asks the faithful to support their priests. During
his homily at the Chrism Mass on 28 March 2013, he said: “Dear
lay faithful, be close to vour priests with affection and with vour
prayers, that they may alwavs be shepherds according to God’s
heart "Conscious of sharing in the work of Christ, the head and
Shepherd of the Church_ let us continue to seck to bring the faithful
together into a umfied famly. Let us come closer to God i praver,
close to our Church, close to the presbytery, to other priests, as
brothers, without speaking 11l of each other, and close to the Peo-
ple of God. Let us always keep 1n mind the example of the Good
Shepherd who came not to be served but to serve and to seek out
and rescue those who were lost.

CONCLUSION

We are already 1n the month of February. The celebrations of
Christmas and Epiphany have concluded. All of us have benefitted
spiritually from these celebrations. In three-week's time we enter
the holy season of Lent in preparation for the commemoration of
the paschal mvsteries of Jesus Christ. During this period, let us
prepare our people spiritually to enter into the most important days
of our Church. 1 also want to thank vou sincerely for your collab-
oration and hard work 1n realising great things tn vour respective
Centres as well as in the Eparchy.

With myv prayers and blessings,
Yours in Christ Jesus,
A help oadt -
+ George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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Parish Points Rank
Little Flower, Manjalumoodu 53 1
St. Joseph's, Soosaipuram 35 2
Amal Maria, Cheenivilai 33 3
Holy Family, Arukany 28 4
Sacred Heart, Padanthalumoodu 25 5
St. Xavier's, Varuthattu 25 5
Holy Cross, Malaicode 23 65
St. Thomas', Palukal 23 &
St. Antony's, Vayalinkarai 20 ¥
St. Thomas', Muzhucode 20 B
Christ the King, Pallapallam 16 9
Jaya Matha, Nithiravilai 15 10
St. Thomas', Netta 15 10
St. Mary's, Kaliyal 15 10
St. Michal's, Kattathurai 11 11
Holy Family, Mukkuttukal 10 12
St. Martin de Porres, Kazhuvanthittai 10 i2
St. Francis Assisi, Mezhacode g 13
St. James', Mangarai 3 14
Deva Matha, Killyoor 2 14
St. Mathew, Annikarai 6 15
St. John Paul IT, Kulasekharam g 16
St. Paul'’s, Thettiyode 5 15
St. Thomas, Pathukany 4 17
Eenpuyme
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St. George, Munchirai 4 17
St. Mary's, Thuckalay 4 17
St, Michael's Thettivilai 3 1R
Little Flower, Pilankalai 3 18
St. George, Anayadi 3 18
St. Xavier, Kaisalavilai 3 18
Sacred Heart, Pallikonam 1 1%
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Arukany Forane
Netta 19 1
Mezhacode 17 2
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Manjalumoodu Forane
Mukkuttukal 13 1
Muzhucode 8 2
Malaicode 8 2
Marappady 8 2
Kaliyal 8 2
Manjalumoodu 5 3
Karode 1
Nithiravilai Forane
Varuthattu 24
Nithiravilai 14 2
Munchirai G
Vayalinkarai 3
Christhurajapuram 3
Padanthalumoodu
Annikarai 19 1
Padanthalumoodu 14 2
Thettyodu 8
Kazhuvanthittai 5
Palukal 5
Thuckalay- Pilankalai Forane
Pilankalai 16
Paraicode 12 2
Kaisalavilai 10
Kattathurai 6
Nagercoil B
Kulasekharam 1
Soosaipuram Forane
Soosaipuram 14
Mangarai 13 2
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Thakkalivilai 11 3
Pallapallam 10
Mathapuram 3
Pilankarai 1
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fiadlslienen wenman Lib

Prove YourSelf
Kanakka. N3 ~ Nithiravilal [
laffer lio Frouids. LA Vayalinkarai Il

lust A Minute Speech
Divya Cheenivilai I
Aneesha. AR Varuthatiu I
Group Song

Prem kumar, lanalet Raj, lagadesh Raj,
Arun kumar, Abin Jose, f.;"‘lra.igl"n.-'h_‘nl, PauIJD Shalini NaRROatEs
Vincil Desy. VL, Bibisha. B.L, Jino Reshmi. LK,
L st ponie Laei S
Sagin. A, Shabin, 5.G, Ajith .A.N

_Group Dance
lagadesh Raj, Janalet Raj, Abin lose, Sujin o
kumar, Presm Kumar, Arun Kumar, Dinesh, Vemsitlaty
Akshay
Babisha .R.L, Abisha. R, Ashika.A.B, Meenu.B.M, Vayalinkarai i

Ancy. R.B, Aswini.M.G, Shabija. 5.G

EenpuyEeT
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Mime

laffer Jio. ), Ligin. \, Sagin. A, Shabin.5.G,

Vincil Desy. \V.L, laffer lio.l, Ajin G Dhas

Ajith.A.N, BibinW, 3abin.5, Vinith Brango. V.M | Vayalinkarai
lagadesh Raj, Janalet Raj, Abin lose, Sujin
kumar, Presm Kumar, Arun Kumar, Dinesh, Varuthattu i
Akshay

Best Choreography
Paulo Shalini, AuguStlfm Sll\.twa, Vini I".-"IGL Varutt it
Saranya, lagadesh Raj, Abin Jose, Dinesh
Meenu, B.M, Ancy.R.B, 5abija.5.G, Abisha. R, -. linkarai i

BEBA - 1IN HETNE) WEMma LD

Babisha Julit, Sujith

Prave YourSelf
Subin Raj Kaisalavilail I
Beena Femi Kattathural 1l
Just A Minute Speech
J.Mary Jenisha Kaisalavilal |
Babisha Filankalai I
Grmjp.ﬁﬂng
:Laj;;;,;a, Sharmi, Louisha Mercy, Ancy, lenisha, Paraicod
Aslin lohny, Babin loe, Sujith Sowmya,
Abisha, Beril Shafrin, Adlin Amadsya, Sheeja Pilankalai Il
Mol, Babisha lulit
/Group Dance
Reena femi, Angel Sherin, Bibisha, Rema, i
Shajitha, Senisfa, Vinimaol, Josephin Katlathuml
Babin D.5 ,5ujith Sowmya, Abisha,
Beril Shafrin, Adlin Amadsya, Sheeja Mal, Pilankalai I

Benpupen
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Mime
Edwitch Rejin, Edwitch Roshan, Subin Raj, Mary .
lenisha, lebarsha, Babisha, Usha TR
REE'I!:IEI feml,ﬁ!mgei Slht?nrn E|b|5hel|, Rema, Katisthirai i
Shajitha, Benisha, Vinimaol, loshpin
Best Choreography
Reena Femi, Angel Sherin, Bibisha, Rema, | i
Shajitha,Benisha,Vinimol, Josephin : I
Ramya, Sharmi, Louisha Mercy, Ancy, lenisha, :
Subila, Francis Vino, Arnisha Raj Frare i
LD(6h 81 QAP (5 EMAILLLD
Prove YourSelf
Jiji Mol Muzhucode |
Wins W.L Manjalumoodu | ||
Just A Minute Speech
Anisha Marappady [
liji Mol Muzhucode [l
Group Song

Blessin, 5ajin.L.Dhas, Vijin L. Dhas, Berjin,
Anto Divine Raj, Ashick, Jenish, Aswin, _
Angelin G Raju Manjalumecdu
Ancylin G Rraju, Sujimol, Ananthi,
Vinitha, Wins.W.L
Vinitha, lebisha, Mithisha, Anju, Helen
Sakhitha, Jabin Silu, Divya, Jenisha, :

I
Minisha, Athisha, Vinisha, lerin loss, Matappacy
Santhosh, Athish

Group Dance
Bahitha Theres, Afsclin, Adharsina, Babitha,
Reshma, Sherlin, Jiji Mol PR eric
Ange:!, Ahmlha, Iﬂ.ihml Dhas, leena, Ramya, Muketbal i
Wonic Devinetia,
Eenpuyme
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Mime
Rajlal, Abiyouth, Anish Xavier Rj,Bibin lose, - :
uzhucode
Godwin K, Yobu Raj, Ashwin, Jinu Mon i -
Jenish, Aswin, Benet, Ajith, Sajin,Dominic, S
lijo Joseph, Ashick Manicmooda] |
Best Choreography
Dani & , Mishwin, Sanjith Ram, Asha, .
CII'!II urn.t:r ishwin, Sanji am, Asha Kaliyal
Ashika, Aishwarya loy, Reshma
Rajlal,Abiyouth,Anish.Xavier Rj,Bibin jose,- —
Gadwir.k Reshina, Babiths iimo) Musicoacll |
(G605 _L06MAIL LD
Frove Yourself
Snegha | Palappallam |
John Bosco Mangarai I
Just A Minute Speech
Anisha Palappallam [
Ajo Nimish Killiyoor Il
Group Song
Mijin, Mercin, Adlin luhi, Rishika, Snegha,
Anisha, Vishma, lerancy, Ajisha, Varsha, Ajin Palappallam
Harsan.
Mivetha, Nithisha, Mernisha, Abisha, 4nil
nion, Godwin, Santhosh, Shalini, Antin Stefy, Mangaral Il
lohn Bosceo, Jeronnes
Group Dance
Mivetha, Nithisha, Shalini, Meeana, Mernisha ari
Antin Stefiy, Abisha i
Mary Remi, Ancy R, Monisha.l, Shoba, ;
Daphne | Soosaipuram Il
Mime
Anil Mon, Santhosh, lerones, Godwin Mankar

Sajin, John Bosco, Abishek, Anto Libin

EenDLy e
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Asholin, Beffin Bruno, Aswin, Ajith,

Ajin, Antro Hydon, Ajo Nimish, Killiyoor Il
Berlin Brung
Best Choreography
Mivetha, Nithisha, Shalini, Mernisha, -
Binusha, Abisha, Antin Stefy, fbirar]
Anizha MArgert, Roxy Beezna. R,
Ancy .R, Mary Remi, Daphne, Monisha, Soosaipuram Il
Ajish.D
LI En e} epmaN Lid
Prove YourSelf
Austin.A Padanthalu- |
moodu
lijish Kazhuvanthittai | |l
Just A Minute Speech
lerin | Kazhuvanthittai I
Mijalin Dayana Kazhuvanthittai I
Group Song.
Mijolin Dayana, Sangestha, Aruna, Ruba, .
JEJrin ! : Rubyaiatish s
Asha, Anusha, Reshmitha, Ebin loy, Sona Pa['@ar:'.tha'lw ’
Wilson, Benisha, Abisha, Monish moodu
Group Dance
:lﬂgla:n Dayana, Sangeetha, Aruna, Sowmiya, vanthittai
Asha, Reshmitha, Sona Wilson, Benisha, Pa['@ar:'.tha'lw ’
Abisha, Monish moodu
Mime
Asha, Anusha, Reshmitha, Ebin loy, Sona Padanthalu-
Wilson, Benisha, Abisha, Monish maoodu
Mijolin Dayana, Sangeetha, Aruna, Sowmiya, ik mihittai "

Ruba, lerin

EenpuyEeT
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Asha, Anusha, Reshmitha, Ebin Joy, Sona Padanthalu-
Wilson, Benisha, Abisha, Momnish moodu

Mijolin Dayana, Sangeetha, Aruna, Sowmiya, s !
Ruba, lerin ' - =
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BISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS DECEMBER 2019

DAT DAY TIME EVENTS
1 Sat 10.00 am Aluva: Jubilee celebration at CMC Gen-
eralate
2 Sun 1000am  Kalluvilar: Family Apostolate anmiversary
: Kanyirapally: Installanon of Mar: Jose Pulikkal
3. Mon  1100am ot
Trichy: TNBC Health commission
¢ B 250 a0 Secretaries meeting == Thuckalay
Wed ) o
56 10.00 am Kumarakom: Priests picoic
Thu
7 Fa 1130 am  Changanasserry: 90th Birthday celebra-
tion of Archbishop Joseph Pawathil
8 Sat Changanaserry: Visiting the benefactors
Kayalpuram: Holy Qurbana for Late Fr
o w0 Philip Kidiyanthaca
' 05 Punalur; Holy Qurbana at CMI Novitiate
O0pm | :
Madurai, K Pudur: Feast Mass ==
10 Mon  0500pm L = o Feisl day Blass
Polur, Chennair Feast of Our Lady of
i1 T 06.00pm :
v Lourdes_ Holy Qurbana=> Thuckalay
Thu 0930 am
13-21 i Bangalore: CBCI Meeting
10.00 2m Sanganﬂam_ Eparchual Pastoral Council Meet-
22 sat e .
Ealluvilat: nauguration of Cancer aware-
02.00pm
ness program 1
33 Sun 09 .30am Sangamam- Catholic Larty Council tramning

prozram

mazmd 1020




10.30 am Poovancode: Reception program to new

C5I moderator
24 MNon 0700am
Visitors from North East
Viartors from North East
25 Tue 06.00pm _ _ _
Mukkootukkal- Vistt to Minor Seminary

26 Wed 0430pm  Praverday
Sangamam” One day semmary on Alternative |
medicnes

Senkottar: Pulan School ammmal dav celebra-
o

27 Thun 0930am

28 Fa  05.00pm

29 Sat  05.00pm Amboor: Blessing of CMC convent

Fr.5ajan Nettaponghu, Bishop's Secretary
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