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Ref. No. Priests/GR/68/2017

31 March 2017

Greetings from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

The opening words from the
liturgy of Palm Sunday in the Latin
Rite provide us with an excellent
summary of the principal themes
of Holy Week: “Christ entered in
triumph into His own city to com-
plete His work as our Messiah: to
suffer, die and rise again . . . Let us
remember with devotion this entry
which began His saving work . . .
and let us follow Him with a lively
faith.”

First, we are told that Christ en-
tered his city to suffer, die and rise
again. This draws our attention to
the very core of Holy Week, the
Paschal Mystery, in which Jesus
suffered and died for our sins and
then rose again in glory. These are
the events that manifested God'’s
special love for us, events that ac-
complished our salvation. These
are the events that form the heart
of the Christian Faith.

Our faith is certainly founded
on the great deeds of the past, but
those deeds also point us inevitably
to the future. The victory of Christ
lifts our hearts and minds beyond
the limited horizon of the present
moment with all of its difficulties
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and problems, to the future we an-
ticipate as followers of Christ, an
ever-so-peaceful future. Our pres-
ent day troubled world needs that
vision and hope in full measure.

The Palm Sunday introduction
then invites us to remember with
devotion Christ’s entry into Jerusa-
lem, words that apply just as well
to the entire week. In other words,
Palm Sunday sets the stage for the
drama that would follow.

On Holy Thursday we gather
with the Disciples around the Lord’s
Table to celebrate the Last Supper
and to thank God for the holy gifts
He gave us on that occasion - the
Eucharist, his own body and blood
which would be sacrificed on Cal-
vary the next day; and the Ministe-
rial Priesthood, in which He choos-
es and consecrates men to be good
and holy shepherds, to share in His
sacrificial ministry of God'’s People.

On Good Friday, we enter into
the Passion of Christ who endured
rejection, humiliation and intense
physical pain for the forgiveness
of our sins. We follow Jesus as He
carries His cross and with Mary, the
Mother of Sorrows, we stand at the



foot of the cross to witness the sac-
rificial death of the Lamb of God.
How can we not be moved if we
recognize our responsibility for the
death of Christ. The Prophet Isaiah
rightly reminds us: “It was our infir-
mities that He bore, our sufferings
that He endured.”

During the Easter Vigil, in the
darkness of the night, we await at
the tomb of the Lord for His prom-
ised Resurrection. We immerse
ourselves in the symbols of the lit-
urgy: procession with lighted can-
dles, proclamation of the word and
the bread and wine - all of which
point us to Christ and help us to un-
derstand and share in the reality of
His death and resurrection.

On Easter Sunday we join with
the Christian Church all over the
world to proclaim and rejoice in
the new life of Christ. It is the event
that refreshes our spirits and gives
new hope to a tattered, weary
world. It is the event that speaks to
us of living forever and thus makes
our lives here and now more toler-
able, even promising.

Let us remember with devotion
all of these events of Holy Week.
But not only do we “remember”
these events as relics of the past
but actually enter into them and
share in their life-giving spirit once
again. That’s the power and glory
of Catholic liturgy.

Finally, we are urged to follow
Jesus with a lively faith. During this

week we not only celebrate the var-
ious liturgical celebrations but also
follow Jesus with the commitment
of our daily lives. At the end of his
book, Jesus of Nazareth, Pope Ben-
edict reflects on God’s revelation
to the world. His words can help
us to appreciate the significance
of Holy Week as well: “It is part of
the mystery of God that He acts
so gently, that He only gradually
builds up His history with the great
history of mankind; that He contin-
ues to knock gently at the doors of
our hearts and slowly opens our
eyes if we open our doors to Him...
And yet - is not this the truly divine
way? Not to overwhelm with exter-
nal power, but to give freedom, to
offer and elicit love.”

| invite you, dear Fathers, to
make the Holy Week not only
memorable in the lives our people
but also meaningful in your lives as
well. May the celebration of the
passion, death and resurrection of
Jesus bring graces upon graces in
your Priestly ministry!

CONCLUSION

Since Ash Monday, we have
been making a Lenten journey of
prayer, fasting and almsgiving in or-
der to experience true repentance
for our failings and to become wor-
thy to celebrate the great myster-
ies of the passion, death and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ. The days
of Lent have passed by and we are
now on the threshold of the Holy
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Week.

The Holy Week is a week of
God’s blessings upon each one of
us. Let us not miss the opportuni-
ties of receiving these graces. We
need to celebrate this great week
through our devout preparation of
all the liturgies. On Psalm Sunday,
| invite you to walk with Christ in
his solemn entry into Jerusalem.
On Holy Thursday, | encourage you
become involved with the
institution of the Holy Eucharist by
celebrating the liturgy, which pres-
ents rich symbolisms like the wash-
ing of the feet. | urge you to accom-
pany Jesus, on Good Friday, in his
journey of self-emptying from the

Garden of Gethsemane to Mount
Calvary in order to wash away our
sins. Finally, | appeal to you to en-
ter into the empty tomb like Mary
Magdalene and experience the ris-
en Christ on Easter Sunday.

Let us prepare ourselves to
meet the risen Lord with true faith
and humility like the beloved disci-
ple.

With my prayers and blessings,
Yours in Christ Jesus,

A\ ((’_:jﬁ"_’“(b
+George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay

uBigl Urgpls wem o mpiileameenssrer uuwind ursFenn

wepal L emfwrs,  usE SHEHag. LUIDS BenLGumid
Urdibd  wep o muleniies G EISEHLD [BIT6IT LOHMILD
epssTer  LUADSA  utgempwiterg  CBIW  GOHS  eULJEIGETULD
BOLOLD  GpEENngl.  UBEG &P 0 CBThEsL  ULIgHEELD
BB TE(ETHEBBTEI Soul oI Leuenewstuded STesis.
LipAyd  Selwums  BLSSLILIL
DATE FORANE TIME IN CHARGE
23-04-17 | Manjalumoodu 2 -5pm | Fr. Sathianesan
30-04-17 | Soosaipuram 2-5pm | Fr. Christudas
Sangamam (Meeting of .
14-05-17 | Kaikars, Accountants, Qur- | 8 -4 pm Bishop, Fr: Dency
bana included & Fr. Sathianesan
ana included)
21-05-17 | Thuckalay-Plankalai 2-5pm | Fr. Dency
28-05-17 | Nithravilai 2- 5pm | Fr. Sathianesan
04-06-17 | Padanthalumoodu 2-5pm | Fr. Dency
18-06-17 | Arukani 2 -5pm | Fr. Christudas
09-07-17 | Shenkottai Mission 2 -5 pm | Fr. Sathianesan
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Prot. No. 0310/2017

CIRCULAR

Circular of the Major Archbishop after the XXV Synod
of the Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church, Session 1, held from
9 to 14 January 2017 in the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at
Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

The XXV Synod, Session lwas
held from 09 to 14 January 2017 in
the backdrop of the Silver Jubilee
of the Major Archiepiscopal status
of the Syro-Malabar Church. The
Synod began with the solemn in-
stallation of the relics of St. Thomas
in the chapel of Mount St. Thomas.

The Synod paid homage to
the deceased Bishop Emeritus of
the eparchy of Kanjirappally, Mar
Mathew Vattakuzhy. Synod ex-
tended an official welcome to Bp.
Joseph Srampickal, Bishop of the
eparchy of Great Britain and Bp.
Stephen Chirappanath, the Apos-
tolic Visitator in Europe, who were
participating the synod for the first
time officially.

The Synod was conducted
during the days following Christmas
after the usual time of the Priestly
Ordination and First Holy Qurba-
na of our deacons. Altogether 308
deacons got ordained this year in
the Syro-Malabar Church, 165 re-
ligious priests and 143 eparchial
priests. Let us thank Jesus Christ,
the eternal priest for this great gift!

The Synod always takes keen
interest in the pastoral care of the
migrants outside Kerala. The Syn-
od discussed very seriously about
the provisions for pastoral care of
the migrants in the Chennai Re-
gion and other places in India,
where there are no Syro-Malabar
eparchies. The Synod expressed
its concern about the challenges in
the pastoral care of migrants in the
Gulf Countries and other places in
India outside Kerala and analyzed
what had been done ftill now for
the pastoral care of our faithful. It
was decided to create a more orga-
nized and fruitful course of action
on these matters.

Young People are the focal
point of the next Synod of Bishops
in Rome. Young People are our
strength. Youth Apostolate in the
eparchies should prepare plans to
be active and available. Topics like
our Priestly Formation, Empow-
erment of the laity, Social Service
etc. were also discussed in the Syn-
od. The necessity of improving the
programme for priestly formation
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to make it fruitful according to the
need of the hour was discussed.
In order to make it more scientif-
ic, the concerned commission is
entrusted to establish a system of
evaluation of the teaching meth-
ods of the professors in the Synodal
seminaries.

Synod brought out an Ecu-
menical Directory which aims at
strengthening the relationship be-
tween other Christian denomina-
tions. Considering the importance
of lay apostolate, Synod fathers
were of the opinion that the way
should be prepared for a more
active participation of the Laity in
the Syro-Malabar Church through
appropriate formation. In the light
of Mission ad Gentes, several fa-
thers pointed out the need of the
mission oriented lay people be-
coming evangelizers. In the field of
lay empowerment our Church still
needs to make much progress. In
this context, the activities of the lay
missionary organizations are com-
mendable. Synod also discussed
about the methods for develop-
ing the organizational character of
Cherupushpa Mission League.

The Syro-Malabar bishops who
participated in the recently con-
cluded FABC plenary assembly in
Sri Lanka presented their report.
As usual, the discussions of the
previous Synod were followed up
and the decisions were evaluated.
In this regard, the Synod consid-

6 B\OMUI(THSIT
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ered a handbook on environmen-
tal protection and Civic Culture
prepared under the leadership of
Bishop Thomas Chakiath, titled
“Me and My Earth, Me and My So-
ciety” which discusses themes like
eco developmental programmes
and the partnership of Church in
it. The handbook which also elabo-
rates themes like Solar Energy, Wa-
ter Pollution, Waste Management,
Practice of Cleanliness etc., will be
useful to everybody, especially to
the youth and children. It would
be very good if the book is promot-
ed by the various eparchies in their
parishes and associations.

The efforts and endeavours
made by our eparchies to propa-
gate and implement Amoris laeti-
tia, the post-synodal apostolic ex-
hortation of the Universal Church
on family are laudable. Its reports
from different eparchies are com-
plied and sent to Rome. | take this
opportunity to exhort you to strive
to implement in the parish level all
that is envisaged in the apostolic
exhortation, since family life is one
of the important elements of the
life of Church.

Another subject considered in
the Synod was the practice of Yoga.
Recognizing the important place
given to Yoga in Indian Culture, it is
to be considered as a physical ex-
ercise or postures to concentrate
or to meditate. It is not quite right
to think that the experience of God



and the personal encounter with
the Lord is possible through Yoga.
The God in whom we believe is a
Personal God. God is not someone
who can be reached through a par-
ticular posture. Those who hold
different opinions other than that
of the Church in this regard are not
to be encouraged. In this context,
each one should take utmost care
to avoid getting into those prayer
groups and spiritual movements
which are against the Catholic faith
and do not recognize the official
teachings of the Church.

Liturgical matters were also tak-
en up by the Synod. Liturgical Cer-
emony for Betrothal was approved
by the Synod. Even if the washing
of feet on Maundy Thursday was
widely discussed, it was advised
by the Synod to follow the existing
tradition. At the same time, the
Synod entrusted the Commission
for Liturgy to continue its study on
the matter.

| am glad to inform you that at
Paurastya Vidyapitham, Vadavat-

hoor, a canon law faulty is being
erected. As our Church is in the sil-
ver jubilee year of the status of be-
ing a Major Archiepiscopal Church,
it is an occasion to go ahead in uni-
ty and solidarity. Let this jubilee be
an occasion to improve on our mis-
sionary endeavours! In this jubilee
year, let us try to recall the paths
we travelled and commemorate
the bishops who led the Church in
its early days! It has been decided
to organize an international semi-
nar on the occasion of the jubilee.

Synod expressed its concern on
the abduction of Fr. Tom Uzhunalil
SDB by terrorists in Yemen. Prayers
and adoration were offered during
one of the days of the Synod at St.
Mary’s Cathedral Basilica, Ernaku-
lam for his release. Synod decided
to seek the help of the government
to speed up the process of the re-
lease of Fr. Uzhunnalil.

Wishing you a lent of spiritual
renewal, | remain

Yours cordially in Christ,
+George Cardinal Alencherry

Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at Mount St. Thomas, Kak-

kanad, on 05 March 2017.

N.B. The contents of this circular shall be made known to the Priests,
Religious and Laity of all the Archeparchies/Eparchies of Syro-Malabar

Church.
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Mobile: +919443281100
Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com

Bishop George Rajendran SDB

Diocese of Thuckalay

BISH P'S HOUSE

P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.

Kanyakumari District

Tamilnadu - 629175, India

Phone: +91-4651-250633

Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

10 March 2017

Proto. No. ETHUKLY/SUSP/02/2017

DECREE OF SUSPENSION
As the act of previous warning letter dated 03 February 2017,

Fr. Samuel Roselet from the

parish of St. Thomas Mission
Perumchilampu born on 09
May 1989 and ordained on

01 April 2016 for the Eparchy
of Thuckalay is hereby
suspended as per CCEO canon
1453 & 1 from the exercise of
Sacred Ministry including the
administration of the sacraments.
It is further decreed that he shall
not be admitted anywhere for
discharging of any priestly ministry

either inside or outside of the
Eparchy of Thuckalay until further
orders to the contrary.

He is hereby deposed from
all the office of clerical state and
considered as lay person according
to CCEO canon 1433, but the
dispensation from the priesthood
is reserved to Apostalic See, Rome.

Hereby he has no right to
receive any favour as a priest from
the eparchy of Thuckalay and he is
self responsible for every act that
he does.

Given from the Bishop’s Office on 11 March 2017

TMar George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay

&. W.CWM

Rev. Fr. M. Christhudas
Chancellor

|

“@Gwigsilsst

@

l

twitter¥

HmeAaieneuGu !
BOTEOIOSHMSHHNT IO, elulest WHIO, BIEIS6T
= QareenGeusiiigw CUITTEUSHENSS SHTETTIGUITHETHLD

sLeYeT  LOGHILD,

B)\emmUI(H6IT
gu&ms'\) (ZIDOH 27



BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS APRIL 2017

DATE | DAY TIME EVENTS
1 Sat 06.00 pm | CMI Synaxis at TVM
2 Sun 08.00 am | Mankarai: Pastoral Visit
3|14 | Mon 09.30 am | Bishop’s House| Curia Meeting
5 Wed 09.30 am | Nagercoil: Inayam Protest Rally
6 Thu 10.00 am | Soosaipuram: Alphonsa College, Seminar
04.30 pm | Madathattuvilai: B.Ed College, Annual Day
Fri 07.00 pm | Sangamam: Meeting Major Seminarians
Sat 10.00 am | Soosaipuram: College Meeting with 12 Students
Sun 08.00 am | Palapallam: Pastoral Visit
10 Mon 07.00 am | Sangamam: Vestition and Minor Orders
10.00 am | Kottar: Recollection for Priests
11 | Tue 09.30 am | Sangamam: Recollection for Priests and Religious
12 | Wed |05.30 pm | Pilankarai: Diaconate Ordination of Bro. Jebanesh
13 | Thu 05.30 pm | Marappady: Pesaha Thursday
14 Fri 09.30 am | Puliyarai: Good Friday Service
12.00 pm | Shenkottai Mission: Stations of the Cross
15 | Sat 11.00 pm | Great Saturday| Malaicode: Easter Qurbana
16|17 | Sun Easter Sunday| Bishop’s House
18 | Tue Kumarakoil: Recollection
19 |Wed |09.15am | Ordination of Dn. Vinu D. Joseph at Kattathurai
20 | Thu 09.30 am | Ordination of Dn. John Joseph at Karode
21 | Fri 05.30 pm | Munchirai: Feast Day Holy Qurbana
22 | Sat 12.30 pm | Muttuchira: House Blessing
23 | Sun 11.00 am | Thekkekara: Eucharistic Procession
02.00 pm | Changanacherry: Episcopal Ordination
24 | Mon | 02.00 pm | Meeting with Palliative Patients
25 | Tue 02.30 pm | Padanthalumoodu: Interdepartmental Meeting
26 | Wed |[09.30am | Bishop’s House: Curia Meeting
11.30am | Nagercoil: First Holy Communion at Assisi
28 | Fri 06.30 am | Final Profession Qurbana at FCC Provincial House
29 | Sat 02.00 pm | Koothrapalli: SABS Jubilee Qurbana >> Kannur
30 | Sun Kannur: First Holy Communion >> Thuckalay

28 BemUu(HeT

glige0 2017

Fr. Thomas Sathianesan, Eparchial Secretary
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Dn. VINU D. JOSEPH
St. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, KATTATHURAI
19-th April, 2017
Wednesday 8.15 am

Dn. JOHN JOSEPH ’ 5
St. JOSEPH'S CHURCH, KARODE \. N,
20-th Apeil, 2017

ursday 30 am RN
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