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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISHOP'S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District

Tamilnadu - 629175, India

Phone: +91-4651-250633

Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/147/2023
30 June2023
Dear Readers,

Greetings and prayerful wishes Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

On 3 July, we shall celebrate the solemnity of St Thomas, the
Apostle, who we firmly believe and acknowledge to be the father
of our Syro-Malabar church. The Dukrana feast, as it is called,
forms an important annual landmark in our Church. Every year, it
is celebrated with great solemnity. Hence, in this circular, [ want
to reflect with you, a significant characteristic that we notice in the
life of St Thomas, namely, his doubt regarding the resurrection of
Jesus. He is frequently known as doubting Thomas. We shall briefly
examine the concept of doubt itself so that we can appreciate its
importance in his growth as a committed and outstanding apostle
of Jesus Christ.

What is doubt? It is often defined as a state of indecision or
hesitancy concerning accepting or rejecting a given proposition.
Thus, doubt is opposed to belief. But doubt is also contrasted with
certainty. Since it seems intelligible to say that there are many
things we believe without being completely certain about them,
it appears that we may not have a unitary concept of doubt. Some
common synonyms of doubt are dubiety, mistrust, scepticism,
suspicion, and uncertainty. While all these words mean “lack
of sureness about someone or something,” doubt suggests both
uncertainty and inability to make a decision.

Although doubt is often associated in philosophy with
scepticism, historically the relationship between the two is complex.
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Moreover, some philosophers deny that sceptical arguments have
any essential connection with inducing doubts.

Sceptical doubts, as philosophers understand them, differ from
ordinary doubts in their depth and generality. We all have doubts
about some things. But the philosophical sceptic wonders whether
we ever have the slightest reason to believe one thing rather than
another. However, the reasonableness of such doubts — and even
their intelligibility — remains controversial. The various attitudes
philosophers adopt concerning the status of sceptical doubts
characterize the main approaches to epistemological theory.

For St Augustine, doubt is a required step in the journey towards
truth. Socrates believed that doubt was an expression of the truth.
You cannot doubt unless there is a truth originating from it. During
the Middle Ages, scholastic teachers brought back St Augustine’s
lesson and ancient Greek rhetoric. They did so with

apparently unsolvable doubts and dilemmas. They measured
the exactitude of reasoning like the truth of God always won out
over the doubts of man.

For Rene Descartes, doubt is the origin of wisdom. In his
‘Meditations on First Philosophy’, René Descartes discusses the
idea of doubt. He says that without a doubt, we could not even
conceive the existence of anything outside of our minds.

Doubt is the first step in gaining knowledge; without it, we could
not progress. Doubt means we are questioning our beliefs and
prepared to learn new things. It also means we are willing to look
for new options to improve our lives. Without doubt, we probably
would not upgrade on mindsets and perspectives about the world
or look for better ways to become better versions of ourselves.

Doubt is necessary for change because it reveals where we
might be wrong about something. Doubt often causes us to stop for
a moment and re-evaluate our opinions, beliefs and assumptions.
It can help us to see what needs to change so that we can make
improvements in our lives.

Doubt is vital to science. Scientists question everything.
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Curiosity and doubt drive scientific discovery. “I would rather
have questions that can’t be answered than answers that can’t be
questioned,” Richard Feynman said.

Doubt is a sign that you have an open mind and a willingness to
learn. Doubt also signals that you are willing to adapt and change
based on new information.

We can speak of three types of doubt, namely, justified doubt,
unjustified doubt, and blind optimism. Justified doubt occurs when
you are presented with evidence that suggests that your current
belief may not be correct. It can lead to greater self-awareness,
increased critical thinking skills and increased appreciation for
evidence-based thinking. Justified doubt can also help you avoid
premature closure and confirmation bias, which are cognitive
biases that cause you to only see things in the light that supports
your existing beliefs.

Unjustified doubt occurs when you assume something without
sufficient evidence to support it. It can lead to irrational beliefs
and limit your ability to learn from new experiences because it
prevents you from considering new possibilities.

Blind optimism occurs when you fail to consider all possible
outcomes before deciding or taking action. This type of thinking
can result in poor choices and poor decision-making.

Doubt is an uncomfortable feeling. It makes us feel insecure
and uncertain about ourselves, our actions, and the world around
us. But these are precisely why doubt is such a crucial part of the
human experience.

Sometimes, we tend to see doubt as a negative thing, but
intrinsically, it is not often the case. Sacred Scripture reveals that
God, sometimes, tolerates the doubting man, and enables him
to attain knowledge through such a medium. This attests to the
veracity of the Persian Proverb: “Doubt is the key to knowledge.”
Needless to say, doubt precedes knowledge.

Importing this idea into our Christian parlance, it would not be
out of place to say that doubt precedes faith. Faith that has not
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first wrestled with doubt may not be faith at all. This we see in the
person of St Thomas, the Apostle, whose doubt wrestled with his
faith, leading to his profession of faith in Christ: “My Lord and my
God”; and this has come to serve as the basis of our faith. Thanks
to the necessary doubt of St Thomas! Celebrating the feast of St
Thomas on 3 July calls us to evaluate our faith in Christ Jesus
and reaffirm our trust and belief in him. Thomas’ doubt, according
to St Gregory the Great, was “more useful to our faith than the
faith of the believing disciples, while he is brought back to faith
by touching, our minds are set free from doubt and established in
the faith.”

In his gospel, St John opens a new trail before us to arrive at
the liberating experience of faith in the risen Jesus. Jesus invites
Thomas to follow the search path through his doubt; and being
docile to Jesus’ order (‘Put your finger here; look, here are my
hands. Give me your hand; putitinto my side...”) reaches a clear and
convincing act of faith: “My Lord and my God!” The corresponding
beatitude which Jesus proclaims (‘Happy are those who have not
seen and yet believe’) is addressed to us who, following a journey
of faith, in an attitude of complete abandonment, arrive at the risen
Christ. Having been established on Christ, we become ‘citizens
like all the saints and part of God’s household.” Put differently,
when our doubts wrestle with our faith and lead us to believe firmly
in Christ, we become ‘part of a building that has the apostles and
prophets for its foundations and Christ Jesus himself for its main
cornerstone.’

Hence, doubt is important because it helps you to challenge the
status quo, face and overcome your fears, redefine the situation you
once believed to believe more, reflect on previous stories you’ve
told yourself and search for the silver lining, ask new questions,
and to search for new answers. Likewise, Thomas’ answer to his
doubt was a result of his disposition to contemplate the open side
and the Heart of Jesus, resulting in his profound expression of
faith: “My Lord and my God!”

Thomas doubted, but he decided to move from doubt to faith,
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from scepticism to trust, and from fear to the courage of giving up
his life in martyrdom for what he had come to believe. May this
very contemplation of the most expressive sign of our Saviour’s
love lead us to a clear, determined, strong, and apostolic faith!

On 28 July, we celebrate the feast of St Alphonsa. Pope
Benedict X VI, during his homily at her canonization, recalled Saint
Alphonsa’s life as one of extreme physical and spiritual suffering.
He said, “This exceptional woman... was convinced that her cross
was the very means of reaching the heavenly banquet prepared for
her by the Father. By accepting the invitation to the wedding feast
and by adorning herself with the garment of God’s grace through
prayer and penance, she conformed her life to Christ’s and now
delights in the ‘rich fare and choice wines’ of the heavenly kingdom.
Her heroic virtues of patience, fortitude, and perseverance amid
deep suffering remind us that God always provides the strength we
need to overcome every trial.” As we are preparing to celebrate the
feast of St Alphonsa, let us emulate some of the important virtues
that she excelled in her attitude towards suffering and her life of
prayer. In order to prepare for this great feast and for our annual
pilgrimage to the St Alponsa Shrine at Nagarcoil, let’s all begin a
prayer campaign with nine days novena prayers and acts of charity.
The pilgrimage on foot, forane wise Holy Qurbana and finally the
participation all our faithful as a diocese on the concluding day
will bring more blessing from above. May St Alphonsa intercede
for each one of us! May she pray for our church, which is going
through many trials and difficulties!

With my prayers and blessings,
Yours in Christ Jesus,
T George Rajendran SDB

oy i

Bishop of Thuckalay
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Bishop George Rajendran SDB B|5r6p's HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12,Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District

Tamilnadu - 629175, India

Phone: +91-4651-250633

Diocese Email: diocesethuckalay@gmail.com

Mobile:+919443281100
Email :bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com

Prot. No.: ETKLY/SUSP/06/2023
DECREE OF SUSPENSION

FR. THOMAS JEBANESH from the parish of St. Joseph’s Forane Church, Soosaipuram,
Eparchy of Thuckaly, born on 21 July 1991 and ordained on 07 April 2018 for the Eparchy
of Thuckalay is hereby suspended as per CCEO canon 1453 §1 from the exercise of Sacred
Ministry including the administration of the Sacraments and Sacramentals.

It is further decreed that he shall not be admitted anywhere for discharging of any priestly
ministry either inside or outside of the Eparchy of Thuckalay until further orders to the
contrary.

Hereby he has no right to receive any favour as a priest from the Eparchy of Thuckalay and

he is self-responsible for every act that he does during this period.

Given from the Bishop’s Office on 03 July 2023.

N

+ George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay

\ 8

Fr. Joshy Kulathumkal
Chancellor
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FEASTDAYS OF REV. FATHERS - JULY 2023

Fr. Abin Poovathummoottil 03
Fr. Ajeesh Attiyil 03
Fr. Jiji Koippuram 03
Fr. Robins Kuzhikodil 03
Fr. Thomas Sathianesan 03
Fr. Thomas Powathuparampil 03
Fr. Thomas Thekkethala CMI 03
Fr. Tinu Kottackaparampil CMI 03
Fr. Jomy Kamukummattathil 15
Fr. Kurian Mathew Koipuram 15
Fr. Rajesh Vayalumkal MCBS 15
Fr. Joice Chelachuvattil MCBS 15
Fr. Anoop Karingadu MCBS 25
Fr.Chacko Puthiyaparampil 25
Fr. Jacob Aiyammathra 25
Fr. James Karimankal MCBS 25
Fr. Shan Ayalloor 25
Fr. Toji Parambilparambil 25
Fr. Vinod Kanakalil 25
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MONTHLY AGENDA - JULY 2023

DATE | DAY | TIME EVENTS

1 'Sat | 09.00 am Consecration of St. Thomas Church,
Palugal

Blessing of St. Chavara Church,

2 e 0900 am Ariyoor, Madurai

St. Michael Church, Thettivilai
3 |Mon 10630 am Foundation Stone Blessing

10.00 am College Academic Committee Meeting
at Soosaipuram

Finance Council Meeting at the
02.30 pm  Bishop’s House

4 Tue

8 |Sat | 09.00am Marriage Preparation Course at
Kalluvila

St. Thomas church, Palugal Diamond
Jubilee Inauguration

09.00am Marriage Preparation Course at
Kalluvilai

09.00am
9 Sun

Arukani Kaliyal Kanjalumoodu Forane

I [Tue | 05.30 pm Priests’ Conference at Mukkootukal

KKSSS: Central level Meeting for the
Save your family Beneficiaries

Padanthalumoodu-Nithiravilai Forane
13 |Thu | 10.00 am Priests’ Conference at Munchirai

05.00 pm Soosaipuram-Thuckaly Pilankali Forane
' Priests’ Conference at Kanyakumari

CAT: Catechism Annual Day
Celebration at Kalluvilai

SMYM: SMYM Central Election at
Kalluvilai

02.00 pm
16 |Sun
01.30 pm

SMYM : Nadaipayanam from Bishop’s
22 | Sat | 06.00 pm House to St. Alphonsa Shrine,
Nagercoil

23 | Sun CML: Grandparents day celebration at
Parish Level

SO DG
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28 | Fri | 09.30 am | KKSSS: Medical camp at Bengiri

09.00 am | MJ: Margam kali Competition at
29 | Sat Kalluvilai

10.00 am | KKSSS: Class for the Educare Students

Eparchial level St. Alphonsa celebration
30 | Sun at Nagercoil

KII: Forane level Drawing Competition

Fr.Thomas Powathuparampil, Protosyncellus

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - JULY 2023

DATE DAY  TIME EVENTS

Palugal: Consecration of St. Thomas
Church, Palugal

Madurai: Blessing of St. Chavara
Church, Ariyoor

Thettivilai: St. Michael Church,
Foundation stone blessing
Mathapuram: Baptism and Holy
Qurbana

1 Sat | 09.00 am

2 Sun | 09.00 am

06.30 am
3 Mon
06.00 pm

Soosaipuram: College Academic

10.00 am | committee Meeting

4 |Tue | 0230 pm Bishop’s House: Finance Council

Meeting
05.00 pm Muzhucode: St. Thomas Church Feast
day Holy Qurbana
Jul'5 - Aug 17 US VISIT

Rev. Fr. Robin Jose, Bishop's Secretary
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