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Ref. No. Priests/GR/146/2023
31 May 2023

Dear Readers,

Greetings and prayerful wishes Bishop“s House, Thuckalay!

The month of June is traditionally dedicated to the sacred heart of
Jesus. [ want to offer some reflections on this very important devotion
that we cherish from our childhood. We also need to inculcate and
promote it among our people. It is also an important devotion in our
Syro-Malabar Church.

The best and most concrete symbol of the love of God is the
heart of His son Jesus, which was pierced for us, from which flowed
blood and water. In the Scriptures, we read: “The soldiers came and
broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus,
and then those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and found
that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of
the soldiers pierced Jesus* side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow
of blood and water” (Jn 19:32-34). The Fathers of the Church see in
the above passage the birth of the Church.

The use of Jesus* heart that symbolizes his love for humanity is not
found in the Bible but in the writings of some medieval mystics. The
devotion to the sacred heart of Jesus had an unofficial and an official
beginning. It is unofficial because as part of God*s progressive divine
plan to make the devotion to His sacred heart known to the world, it
was revealed privately and consequently practised by many before
the Holy Catholic Church gave it its official recognition. Based on
the heart of Jesus as a symbol of love, the Holy Catholic Church has
always had a devotion to the love of God. This proof is found in the
biblical writings of St John and St Paul. “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only Son so that everyone who believes in Him
may not perish but may have eternal life”” (Jn 3:16). But this in itself
is not a devotion to the sacred heart of Jesus because it does not pay
homage to the heart of Jesus as the symbol of his love for us. Moving
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ahead to the eleventh and twelfth centuries, in the days of the fervent
atmosphere of the Benedictine and Cistercian monasteries, we find
the first unmistakable indications of devotion to the sacred heart. To
whom exactly belongs the credit for promoting this devotion, it is
impossible to say with certainty.

From the thirteenth to the sixteenth century, although the devotion
to the sacred heart continued to spread, it remained an individual or
at least a private devotion. It was not until 31 August 1670, in the
Grand Seminary of Rennes, that the feast of the sacred heart of Jesus
became public through the actions of Blessed Jean Eudes (1602-
1680). During this time frame, our Lord chose to reveal the desires
of his heart to Margaret Mary Alacoque (1647-1690), confiding to
her the task of imparting new life to the devotion. On 27 December
probably in 1673, Jesus allowed Margaret Mary to rest her head
upon his heart during which time he revealed to her the wonders
of his love, telling her that he desired to make them known to all
humankind and to diffuse the treasures of his goodness, and that
he had chosen her for this work.In the century that followed, many
requests were made to Rome to officially recognize the feast of the
sacred heart of Jesus, each being turned down. It was not until 1765,
at the request of the Queen of France, that Rome finally yielded and
the feast to the sacred heart of Jesus received quasi-official status by
the episcopate of France. One century later, in 1856, at the urgent
petition of the French bishops, Pope Pius IX extended the feast to
the Universal Church and in 1889, it was raised to a solemnity.

While the personal acts of groups, congregations and State
consecration and reparation were quickly spreading, it was not until
11 June 1899, by order of Leo XIII, and with the formula prescribed
by him, that all humankind was solemnly consecrated to the Sacred
Heart. In the solemnity of the Sacred Heart, we celebrate the
sacraments of the Church. In one of the prayers for the solemnity,
we read thus: “For raised up high on the Cross, he gave himself up
for us with a wonderful love and poured out blood and water from
his pierced side, the wellspring of the Church*s Sacraments, so that,
won over to the open heart of the Saviour, all might draw water
joyfully from the springs of salvation.”

The feast of the sacred heart of Jesus is a celebration of God*s
wonderful love; it is the feast of God“s love. God Himself is love.
God is love itself. There is no hatred or anger in God. His love for
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us does not change. God will never stop loving us. Nothing can stop
God from loving us. When we look at the image of the sacred heart
of Jesus, we see his heart is out in front. Maybe it is terrible art, but
it is great theology. Jesus™ heart is given to us, his love is out in front.
He wants to connect to us in love, his heart burning and yearning for
us always. We, humans, need to be connected in the same way with
the heart of Jesus.

The cross and Jesus™ death are nothing but the total expressions
of God“s unfailing love. Jesus takes our sinfulness; he gives
himself completely. Blood and water flowed out of his heart for our
salvation. Jesus thus becomes the sacrament of God“s marvellous
and unconditional love. Out of his broken side, from within his
heart, Jesus begets us all, who are his believers and followers.

What is this beautiful devotion to the sacred heart of Jesus imply?
Today, the devotion to the sacred heart of Jesus is centred on the
heart of Jesus as the emblem of divine love. By this characteristic,
the devotion to the sacred heart is naturally defined. Divine love is
the highest of three levels of love; divine love, spiritual love and
physical love. In summary of what has been said, the devotion to
the sacred heart of Jesus is a devotion to “the heart that has so loved
men,” this having been revealed by Jesus to St Margaret Mary.

Another question that we can raise on the subject of the sacred
heart of Jesus is: “The love which we honour in this devotion, is it
that with which Jesus loves us as a human being or that with which
he loves us as God; whether it is created or uncreated, his human or
his divine love?”

To answer that question, we need to understand the meanings of
the words 'sacred' and 'heart'. It is clear to all of us that the word
'sacred' means 'divine', this meaning that it is of God or God Himself.
But what about the word 'heart? What does it mean? To answer that
question, we need to go to the Old and New Testaments. We can
read many Bible passages such as, “The law of their God is in their
hearts...” (Ps 37:31), “For out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaks” (Mt 12:34), “But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart” (Lk 2:19). Speaking to his disciples,
Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled” (Jn 14:1).

In each of these Bible passages, the heart has a reference to the
actions of the mind. The laws of God are written on the minds of His
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children. What comes out of the mouth is a reflection of what is on
one‘‘s mind. Mary pondered upon what had been told to her through
her mind. When the disciples of Jesus were troubled, anxieties were
on their minds. The word ,,heart” is a synonym for ,,mind” in the
Holy Scriptures. As such, the sacred heart of Jesus can be perceived
as the divine mind of Jesus, God manifested in human nature.

Further, in the Old Testament, God promised to make a new
covenant through which He would replace the heart of stone with a
new heart, a new (human) spirit and place within a human being His
Holy Spirit (Ezek 11:19-20, 18:31, 36:26; Jer 24:7, 31:33). When
we review St Paul's inspired writings in the New Testament, we can
notice that his references are always to the necessity of embracing
the spiritual mind (of the human spirit) of the new creation that was
received through the Blood of Christ. This is the new creation of
the godly seed that was received through the Sacrament of Baptism
through water and Spirit.

From the letter to the Hebrews in the New Testament, we read,
“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days,
says the Lord; I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write
them on their minds...” (Heb 10:16).

Based on these biblical truths that are affirmed in the Holy
Scriptures, the human being has a worldly mind because of his/
her human nature and a new spiritual mind and nature as a result
of having received his/her new creation during the Sacrament of
Baptism. These are in constant conflict with one another. As St Paul
states, “I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I
want, but I do the very thing I hate” (Rom 7:15). St Paul was fully
aware of the ongoing inner conflict between the worldly and the
spiritual minds that dwelt within him.

To further support this truth, when some of the saints
bilocated,being seen at two different locations simultaneously, each
of their two presences, the physical and the spiritual, had a mind of
their own. While there were two separate presences, each having
a mind of its own, both minds were united to one soul, the self-
consciousness of the individual. For human being has only one soul.
As such, it is made known that human being possesses two minds,
one of human nature and one of spiritual nature.

As to how this regards the divinity of God, while there is one
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God, there are three divine minds in God. Each, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, possess a mind of their own, all three separate
divine presences being united in the one divine soul consciousness of
God. This truth is supported by the Council of Ephesus in 431 A.D.,
which states: “The manner of his (God) indwelling is not defined in
the same way as he is said to dwell among the saints, he was united
by nature and not turned into flesh and he made his indwelling in
such a way as we may say that the soul of man does in his own
body.” Therefore, since God the Father made His indwelling in the
Lord Jesus in such a way as the soul of humans do in their own
bodies, the mind of the Lord Jesus was not the mind of God the
Father. As in bilocation, in God the Father and in Jesus, two divine
minds were present, each manifesting itself individually through the
one Soul of God.

Thus, in the sacred heart is revealed the mystery of the divine
mind of Jesus as God. The feast of the sacred heart of Jesus affirms
that the Lord Jesus was God, one of the three divine presences of the
Holy Trinity. While the symbolic picture of the human heart echoes
a heart of flesh of human nature, the divine mind which is a synonym
for sacred heart, echoes the divine nature. As the Holy Catholic
Church teaches, in Christ, God manifested as man, the divine nature
cannot be separated from human nature.

In 1302, St Gertrude had a vision of the feast of St John the
Evangelist. Allowing her to rest her head near the wound of the
Saviour, she heard the beating of the divine heart and asked John
if, on the night of the Last Supper, he too had felt these delightful
pulsations and why he had never spoken of the fact. John replied
that this revelation had been reserved for subsequent ages when the
world, having grown cold, would need it to rekindle its love.

Today, seven hundred years later, when many doubt the divinity
of the Lord Jesus, is made known the mystery of the sacred heart that
affirms that through Jesus, God incarnated on earth, was manifested
divine love through His human nature. While Jesus had a human
nature, begotten by the Father through the womb of the Immaculate
heart of Mary, his mind that proceeded from the divine soul of God
was divine in nature. For “He committed no sin, and no deceit was
found in his mouth” (1 Pt 2:22).

Let us enter the month of June fervently and resolve to spread
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devotion to the sacred heart of Jesus with greater commitment
and love! The pious Catholic families, as all of us are familiar,
celebrate this month with a daily office of the sacred heart of Jesus
and the chaplet of divine mercy, together called the thiruhridaya
vanakamasam. It is a regular practice for us to consecrate the family
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after the house blessing and saying the
special prayers to the Sacred Heart after the recitation of the holy
rosary. There is also a devout practice of dedicating families to the
sacred heart of Jesus during this month. Special devotions on Fridays
are still another way of honouring the sacred heart of Jesus. Let us
become ardent apostles of the sacred heart of Jesus!

We have just concluded the Easter season as well as the month
of May. Through various devotional practices, I am sure you have
honoured our Blessed Mother during the month of May. Now, in the
month of June, we are presented with devotion to the sacred heart of
Jesus. We also celebrate the solemnity of the sacred heart of Jesus
during this month. We have already reflected upon the importance
of this feast in our Christian theology. As I conclude the letter, I
cordially invite all of you dear Fathers to foster devotion to the
sacred heart of Jesus. I request you to revive possibly some of the
devotional practices that have fallen by the wayside over the years
for whatever reasons. We should not leave ourselves in the lurch in
so important an aspect of our Catholic spirituality. Hence, I invite all
of you to promote the daily praying to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and
the dedication of the family to the sacred heart of Jesus,

inculcating Friday devotions, etc., among the Catholics in our
respective parishes. May the sacred heart

of Jesus be the source of the fire of love for the mission that ought
to burn bright and warm in our hearts!

With my prayers and blessings,
Yours in Christ Jesus,

Tl —
T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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MONTHLY AGENDA - JUNE 2023

DATE

DAY

TIME

EVENTS

1

Thu

Bishop’s Pastoral Visit at Madurai
Parish

Fri

09.30 am

SINAI: One Day Convention at
Vattakottai

Bishop’s Pastoral Visit at Madurai
Parish

Sat

09.30 am

Bishop’s Pastoral Visit at Madurai
Parish

Sun

02.00 pm

Bishop’s Pastoral Visit at Madurai
Parish

SMYM: Retreat Preparation Program
for Manjalumoodu Forane at

Mukootukal

Mon

09.30am

KKSSS: World Environment Day
Celebration at Kalluvilai

Tue

09.30am

Pro-Life Meeting at the Bishop’s House

Wed

04.00 pm

Curia Meeting

O ||| W

Fri

09.30am

FA: Marriage Preparation Course at
Padanthalumoodu

Sat

09.30 am

05.30 pm

FA: Marriage Preparation Course at
Padanthalumoodu

New Priests’ Holy Qurbana at St.
Mary’s Church, Thuckalay

11

Sun

02.00 pm

KII: Kuzhandai Isho Iyakam
Inauguration at Kalluvilai

15

Thu

04.00 pm

St. Mary’s Minor Seminary First Year
Candidates arrival

16

Fri

09.30 am

SMYM: Youth annual Retreat at
Soosaipuram

17

Sat

2.30 pm

SMYM: Youth annual Retreat at
Soosaipuram

SINAI: One Day Convention for
Soosaipuram Forane at Palapallam

Installation of New Rector at St. Mary’s
Minor Seminary, Mukootukal
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SMYM: Youth annual Retreat at
Soosaipuran

MJ: Parish Level Seminar at Arukani
Forane

KII: Kuzhandai Isho Iyakam
Inauguration Parish Level

18 |Sun |02.00 pm

20 |Tue |02.00 pm | Priest Conference at Sangamam

09.30 am | Inauguration of Silver Jubilee and the
Beginning of New academic year of St.
24 |Sat Mary’s Minor Seminary, Mukootukal
SINAI: One Day Convention at
Kalluvilai Retreat Centre

25 |Sun | 0930 am geminar for Kaikars and Accountants at
angamam

28 | Wed | 02.30 pm | Curia Meeting

29 | Thu 1030 am i?: Celebration with the Old Age at
unchirai

Fr.Thomas Powathuparampil, Protosyncellus

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

FEASTDAYS OF REV. FATHERS - JUNE 2023

Fr. Justin Sutheesh 01
Fr. Anto Thunduparampil CMI 13
Fr. Anony Chundelikkatt 13
Fr. Antony Jose 13
Fr. Antony Madappurackal 13
Fr. Jogesh Joseph 24
Fr. Peter Kizhakkayil 29

& O @ 6
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - JUNE 2023

DATE A DAY TIME EVENTS
1-3 Madurai: Pastoral visit
4 Sun Madurai: Pastoral visit
5 |Mon Madurai: Pastoral visit >> Thuckalay

6 |Tue | 10.00 am | Bishop’s House: Pro-life Meeting

7 | Wed | 09.30 am Curia Meeting

8 |Thu | 09.30 am | Bishop’s House

0930 am Bishop’s House: Tribunal Meeting

9 Fri | 02.00 pm | Soosaipuram: College GB Meeting

06.00 pm Sangamam: CHAT GB Meeting Begins

Sangamam: CHAT GB Meeting
09.00am |- avilai: I ion of Math
10 | Sat 01.30 pm alluvilat: Innauguration o atheru

Jyoths
05.30 pm | Njew Priests Holy Qurbana

Mulavilai: Holy Qurbana for TNBC
Health Commission

Padanthalumoodu: Feast Day Holy
Qurbana>> Kakanad

06.00 am
11 | Sun
09.30 am

12-16 07.30 am | Kakanad: Special Synod

Pallikonam: First Holy Communion
Holy Qurbana

17 |Sat | 02.00 pm | Mukootukal: Installation of New
Rector

10.00 am

04.00 pm

Soosaipuram: Youth Retreat>> Chennai

SO DG
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Chennai: Feast Day Holy Mass at

S Sun Manali Parish
19 | Mon >> Thuckalay
20 | Tue | 09.30 am | Priest Conference
21 | Wed Bishop’s House
22 | Thu Bishop’s House
23 | Fri Bishop’s House
09.30 Mukootukal: Innaguration of Silver
o4 | Sat =V A pubilee and the Beginning of New
a
Academic year of St. Mary’s Minor
Seminary
Sangamam: Seminar for Kaikars and
25 | Sun
Accountants
26 | Mon Bishop’s House
27 | Tue Bishop’s House
28 | Wed | 99-30am  cyria Meeting
29 | Thu Bishop’s House
30 | Fri | 10.00 am Plankalai: House Blessing

& O @ 6
05/06/2023

Rev. Fr. Robin Jose, Bishop'’s Secretary




VINCENT DE PAUL, MANJALUMOODU, AREA
COUNCIL, ROOF FOR HOUSE 11.05.2023




MARIYAYIN SENAI, NEW INCHARGES,
ST. ALPHONSA COLLEGE, KARINGAL, 27.05.2023

MAR JOSEPH POWATHIL REMEMBRANCE MEETING,
PADANTHLUMOODU, 04.05.2023
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