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Dear Readers,

Greetings from the Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

The 2024 edition of World Environment Day will be celebrated
on 5 June. This year’s celebration focuses on land restoration,
desertification, and drought resilience under the slogan “Our Land,
Our Future. We are Generation Restoration,” as the year marks the
30th anniversary of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD). Land restoration is an important pillar of the theme of
World Environment Day 2024, and organisers want to unite people
around the world to restore ecosystems.

According to the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, up
to 40% of the planet’s land is degraded, directly affecting half of
the world’s population and threatening roughly half of global GDP
(US$44 trillion). The number and duration of droughts have increased
by 29% since 2000. Without urgent action, droughts may affect over
three-quarters of the world’s population by 2050. Land restoration
is a key pillar of the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2021-
2030), a rallying call for the protection and revival of ecosystems
all around the world, which is critical to achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals.

As we approach the annual World Environment Day on 5 June, [
wish to share a passionate call from our Holy Father Pope Francis
in his groundbreaking encyclical Laudato Si’ (LS). It is the second
encyclical of Pope Francis published on 18 June 2015. Though we
have read this encyclical several times in the past, [ want to highlight
its key points once more to stimulate ourselves and become aware
of our responsibility towards the care of nature. The encyclical,
as we are aware, is a plea for all people to embrace an ecological
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conversion and radically reshape our relationship with God’s
creation. This urgent summons should penetrate the core of our
vocation as Catholics and disciples of Christ the Redeemer, who
came to “make all things new” (Rev 21:5).

In this encyclical, which is so rich in spiritual and moral teachings,
Pope Francis refers to our Earth as “a sister with whom we share
our lives and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace
us” (LS 1). Yet this maternal embrace grows faint as humanity’s
insatiable consumption and disregard for the inherent worth of
creation reach increasingly unsustainable levels. Our world faces
a tragic ecological crisis driven by human activity, evidenced by
climate change, water scarcity, loss of biodiversity, and the unabated
pollution of our land, air, and oceans (LS 20, 24). “Never have we
so hurt and mistreated our common home as we have in the last 200
years,” the Pope laments (LS 53).

At its roots, Laudato Si’ is a profoundly spiritual call to heed “the
cry of the earth and the cry of the poor,” who suffer most acutely
from environmental degradation (LS 49). Drawing from the rich
tradition of Catholic social teaching, Pope Francis reminds us of
“the inseparable bond between concern for nature, justice for the
poor, commitment to society, and interior peace” (LS 10). We cannot
remain indifferent to the global environmental crisis precisely
because our faith impels us to love and defend the integrity of all
creation as a mirror of the Creator’s glory. By ravaging the natural
world through over-extraction, pollution, and destruction of habitats,
we do violence to ourselves, our neighbours, and our covenant
relationship with the God who is the “master of the universe and the
author of all beauty” (LS 76).

Dear Fathers, this encyclical is a clarion call for decisive action
rooted in spiritual renewal and upholding human dignity integrally
with creation’s care. Our efforts must extend beyond secular
environmentalism to an ecological conversion reshaping how we
think, feel, and fundamentally relate to God’s creation (LS 216-221).
This transformation begins with contemplation, reconnecting our
spirits to the grandeur of the cosmos - what Pope Francis beautifully
describes as “the caress of God” (LS 84). By cultivating a sense of awe
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before creation’s mysteries, we counter the contemporary mindset that
views the material world as something to be mastered, commodified,
and exploited without limit. Our liturgies, outdoor retreats, religious
education programmes, and even church architecture should foster
gratitude and reverence for the natural world, teaching our youth to
become “protectors of God’s handiwork™ (LS 64, 213-214).

From this spiritual grounding, we embrace the interconnected efforts
of an integral ecology linking care for the environment to integral
human development, social justice, and spiritual fulfilment (LS 137-
162). Our parishes and institutions should be models of sustainability
- cutting energy use, reducing consumption and waste, installing
solar panels, recycling, and more. We must vigorously promote
ecologically virtuous practices like prudence in the consumption
of things, pollution reduction, water conservation, composting, and
investment in clean, renewable energy sources. However, these
efforts are incomplete without solidarity with the poor, who suffer
most acutely yet contribute least to environmental devastation. How
can we claim to protect creation while turning a blind eye to the
environmental racism that disproportionately burdens underserved
communities with polluting industries, toxic dumps, and resource
extraction projects?

These initiatives in our parishes and communities should engage
people of all ages, but special efforts must be made by all of us
to accompany our youth, who have been so passionate about
environmental advocacy. Like St Francis of Assisi and “the many
young people who paradoxically succeeded in rebelling by showing
society the way,” our young people today “rebel against the reality
that generations have destroyed and forgotten” (LS 53, 179). Let
their prophetic witness and activism inspire us out of complacency
while also holding us accountable for passing on a thriving planet
brimming with the Creator’s glory. Their energy and moral clarity
have already galvanised environmental movements worldwide,
reminding us as adults of our solemn duty to future generations.

Ultimately, this ecological conversion involves not merely external
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programmes and initiatives but “a profound interior conversion”
rooted in prayer, fasting, and spiritual disciplines that reshape our
disordered desires, distancing us from God and creation (LS 217).
At its core, Laudato Si’ calls for an “ecological spirituality grounded
in the convictions of our faith” - one that grasps the sacred unity of
all life as gifts of the same Creator (LS 216). By imbibing the spirit
of St Francis, who saw all creatures as kin, we begin to awaken anew
to “the divine and the transcendent amid a living world that speaks
of God's love” (LS 233, 12).

Our current alienation from the cycles and rhythms of nature
reveals the spiritual sickness Pope Francis diagnoses as “modern
anthropocentrism” — an unhealthy optimism severing us from our
proper place and purpose within God’s expansive creation (LS
115). With humility and grace, we relearn the truth echoed across
the world's spiritual traditions: The human person is fundamentally
“a creature of this world, a being fashioned from the dust of the
earth,” sharing existential bonds with all living beings (LS 115,
211). Genesis reveals man as a co-partner fashioned from the same
clay as all creatures, a calling we have perverted by lording over the
rest of creation in domination and ceaseless exploitation.

An authentic integral spirituality resists this disordered view,
recovering a “contemplative outlook that does not simply gaze from
outside but takes up residence within and alongside the world” (LS
233). Its essence is relationship - the dynamic interplay between the
God of abundant grace, all creatures, and the human person animated
by the spirit “present in the whole of reality” (LS 80). We relearn the
sacramental truth that “the life of the spirit is not dissociated from
the body or nature” (LS 216). Spiritual masters like St Bonaventure
and Blessed Duns Scotus revealed this intrinsic bond by perceiving
the footprints of the Creator in the beauty of creation itself (LS 79,
234).

In prayer and contemplation, we come to grasp how the degradation
of our common home and human lives are intertwined tragedies.
Environmental destruction diminishes the capacity of all people. In
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Pope Francis’ words, “to contemplate the Creator in the beauty of
created reality” and “to return to their transcendent fullness” (LS 99,
105). This interior poverty manifests as an exterior dispossession
as pollution robs people of clean land, water, and air while climate
change dispossesses the poor and vulnerable from their homes and
ancestral lands. Yet in this apparent desolation, we glimpse the
profoundly liberating spirit of the Gospel - that stripping away vain
attachments to ephemeral luxuries affords the freedom to encounter
the Divine Mystery in all its splendour within creation itself. In
Christ’s own poverty and utter reliance on the Heavenly Father, the
way opens to recovering our true identities as creatures hardwired
for communion with our common home and all beings.

By walking this path of interior metanoia, outer actions for
ecological sustainability flow from wellsprings of spiritual renewal.
Divestment from extractive industries, civil initiatives to clean up
polluted lands and waterways, and advocacy for policies protecting
ecosystems - these outward commitments stem from a cohesive
worldview intimately binding our spiritual and bodily lives to the
cycles of creation. As Pope Francis writes, “An integral ecology
is inseparable from the notion of the common good, a central and
unifying principle of social ethics” (LS 156).

Our efforts for ecological justice should ultimately bear witness to
the breadth of human dignity, encompassing the sanctity of the body
and “the human vocation to cultivate and steward the garden of the
world” while mystically participating in Christ’s cosmic labour,
renewing all things (LS 124, 236). Just as we profess God as the
Creator of the visible and invisible universe, of matter and spirit
intertwined, so too must we reject any reductive view divorcing
our bodily, spiritual, and civic lives from the rest of God’s creation,
groaning for redemption alongside us (Rm 8:18)

Let us unite all the initiatives that we take to safeguard the
environment with prayer, fasting, and spiritual discipline so that
we can transform our interior dispositions towards creation. By
embracing an “ecological spirituality” grounded in the Gospels and
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following in the example of saints like St Francis of Assisi, we can
reawaken the truth that “the life of the spirit is not dissociated from
the body or nature” (LS 216, 237). In prayer, let us rediscover our
deep communion with the Maker of Heaven and Earth, restoring the
severed bonds between God, neighbour, and creation.

We have concluded the month of May. Through various devotional
practices, I am sure you have honoured our Blessed Mother during
May. Now, in June, we are presented with devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. We celebrate the solemnity of the sacred heart of
Jesus on 7 June. As I conclude the letter, I cordially invite all of
you, dear Fathers, to foster devotion to the sacred heart of Jesus. We
should take the initiative to foster such an important aspect of our
Catholic spirituality. Hence, I invite all of you to promote devotional
practices to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, like the dedication of the
family, inculcating Friday devotions, etc., among the Catholics in
your respective parishes or institutions. May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be the source of the fire of love for the mission that ought to
burn bright and warm in our hearts!
Yours in Christ Jesus,

e gt

T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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1. Manjalumoodu - Little Flower Forane Church
2. Mukkoottukal - Holy Family Church
3. Athencode - St. Maria Goretti Church
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5. Valan Nagar (Kunnuvilai) - St. Joseph Church
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Finance Officer
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BIRTHDAYS OF REV. FATHERS - JUNE - 2024

FR. ANIL RAJ DOMINIC 02
FR. JOHNSILAL ARACKAPARAMPIL 03
FR. JUSTIN CHERUVELIL 04
FR. ABIN EETTICKAL MCBS 07
FR. TOJI KOZHUVAKANDATHIL 07
FR. JOSEMON PAUL PURAYIDATHIKUNNEL 19
FR. SAJAN NETTAPONGHU 21
FR. MIJO PUTHENPURAIL 25
FEASTDAY OF REV. FATHERS- JUNE - 2024
FR. JUSTIN SUTHEESH 01
FR. ANONY CHUNDELIKKATT 13
FR. ANTONY JOSE 13
FR. ANTONY MADAPPURACKAL 13
FR. ANTONY MAHESH 13
FR. ANTONY THAKIDIYEL 13
FR. JOGESH JOSEPH 24
FR. PETER KIZHAKKAYIL 29
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MONTHLY AGENDA - JUNE 2024

DAT DAY

1 Sat

TIME

10.00 am
02.00 pm

EVENTS

CAT : HM Meet @ Kalluvilai

KKSSS : SAFP training Program @
Mukkoottukal

2  Sun

10.00 am
10.00 am
02.00 pm
02.30 pm

02.00 pm

CAT : Catechism Inaugural Ceremony
2024-2025 at parish level

LAITY : Diocesean level meeting @ San-
gamam

SMYM : Padanthalummoodu forane
gathering @ Annikarai

VP : CC Meeting @ Padanthalummoodu
CML : Election of new office bearers

4  Tue

5 Wed

6 Thu

10.00 am

SINALI : Intercessory prayer (@ Kalluvilai

10.00 am

KKSSS : World Environmental Day
Celebration

02.00 pm

KII : Annual Day @ Kalluvilai

7 Frn

10.00 am
10.00 am

SINAI : One day Retreat (@ Vattakottai

FA : Marriage prepration Course @
Kalluvilai

8 Sat

9 Sun

10.00 am

02.30 pm

10.00 am

FA : Marriage prepration Course @
Kalluvilai

VP : AC Monthly Meeting

FA : Marriage prepration Course @
Kalluvilai

& Ol 6
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10 Mon | 03.00 pm EC : UCC Monthly Meeting
14 Fri 10.00 am SMYM : Youth Camp @ Sangamam
15 Sat SMYM : Youth Camp @ Sangamam
SMYM : Youth Camp (@ Sangamam
16 Sun  2.00 pm
CAT : Re-examination of Std X, XII
CAT : Basic Training programfor
10.00 am teachers @Soosaipuram
17 Mon | 10.00 am KKSSS : Educare Class @ Kalluvilai
05.00 pm
EC : UCC Karungal District Meeting
9.30 am Priest’s Conference @ Sangamam
18 [Tue 10.00 am SINAI :Intercessory prayer @
' Kalluvilai
20 Thu 10.00 am KKSSS Workshop on Kitchen Gardening
@ Kalluvilai
22 Sat  10.00 am SINAI :One Day retreat (@ Kalluvilai
23 Sun  10.00 am | Kaikkars Meet @ Sangamam
SINALI :Intercessory prayer @
25 |Tue  10.00 am oy Ciai
30 Sun  02.00 pm CAT : Annual Day celebration of Academic

year 2023-2024

FR. THOMAS POWATHUPARAMPIL, PROTOSYNCELLUS
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