“I am a son of Sainl Augusline,
an Augustinian, who said, ‘For
you I am a hishop. with you, I am
a Christian.” In this sense we can
all walk together toward that
homeland that God has
prepared.”

POPE LEO XIV
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Dear Readers,
Greetings and prayerful wishes from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

It is with immense joy and profound gratitude to Almighty God that
I write to you today concerning the historic election of His Holiness
Pope Leo XIV as the successor of Saint Peter and the visible head of
the universal Catholic Church. As we witness this momentous occasion
in the life of our Church, I invite you to join me in reflecting upon the
significance of this papal election and the remarkable journey that has
led Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost of the United States to the Chair of
Peter as the first American pontiff in the Church’s 2,000-year history.

The white smoke that rose from the Sistine Chapel on 8§ May 2025
announced to the world that the College of Cardinals had chosen a
new Supreme Pontiff. When Cardinal Prevost stepped onto the central
loggia of Saint Peter’s Basilica and was presented to the faithful as Pope
Leo X1V, the universal Church received not merely a new administrator
but a pastor whose life had been marked by deep spirituality, pastoral
sensitivity, and unwavering commitment to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
On 29 May 2025, I had the singular privilege of interacting with our
Holy Father at the Vatican, presenting our Eparchy to him for his
paternal blessing.

Life of Pope Leo XIV

His Holiness Pope Leo XIV was born Robert Francis Prevost on 14
September 1955, at Mercy Hospital in the Bronzeville neighbourhood
of Chicago, Illinois, on the city’s South Side. Prevost has two older
brothers, Louis Martin and John Joseph, and is of African, French,
Italian, and Spanish descent. His father, Louis Marius Prevost, was of
French and Italian descent, and his mother, Mildred Martinez, was of
Spanish descent. According to those who knew the family, the Prevosts
were devout Catholics who never missed church and were actively
involved within their parish.



Young Robert grew up in the southern suburbs of Dolton, where his
family’s deep Catholic faith profoundly shaped his early formation.
The seeds of his religious vocation were nurtured in this environment of
authentic piety and devotion to the Church. His multicultural heritage,
reflecting the rich diversity of American Catholicism, would later serve
him well in his ministry to diverse communities worldwide.

Robert graduated from Villanova University in Pennsylvania with a
degree in mathematics, then studied theology at the Catholic Theological
Union of Chicago, where he earned a Master’s of Divinity. Leo entered
the novitiate of the Order of Saint Augustine in the province of Our
Lady of Good Counsel, in Saint Louis, in 1977. At the age of 27, he
was sent to Rome to study, and he was ordained as a priest in 1982. He
went on to earn a doctorate in canon law from the Pontifical College of
St Thomas Aquinas in Rome.

The academic formation of our Holy Father reflected both intellectual
rigour and practical pastoral preparation. The Augustinian charism,
with its emphasis on community life, scholarly pursuit, and pastoral
care, would deeply influence his approach to ministry throughout his
priestly and episcopal career. A seminary classmate described him as
“very calm, but extremely intelligent, and extremely compassionate,”
noting that “he is not a showboat” but rather demonstrates understated
competence and genuine humility.

A Missionary in Peru

What distinguishes Pope Leo XIV’s formation from many of his
predecessors is his extensive missionary experience in Latin America.
As an Augustinian priest, Robert worked for a decade in Trujillo, Peru,
and was later appointed bishop of Chiclayo, another Peruvian city,
where he served from 2014 to 2023. His work in Peru was so significant
that he became known in Rome as the “Latin Yankee” for the decades
he spent ministering to the dispossessed and marginalised.

Robertis a dual citizen of the United States and Peru. The American-born
pontiff obtained Peruvian citizenship in August 2015. This decision to
become a Peruvian citizen reflects his deep commitment to the people
he served and his understanding that effective pastoral ministry requires
genuine incarnation in the local culture and community.

In 1999, Robert was elected Provincial Prior of the Augustinian Province



of “Mother of Good Counsel” in Chicago. Two and a half years later,
the ordinary General Chapter of the Order of Saint Augustine elected
him as Prior General, confirming him in 2007 for a second term. The
new pontiff used his first remarks to say he is a son of St Augustine, and
he quoted the saint’s famous phrase: “For you, [ am a bishop, with you,
after all, I am a Christian.”

Episcopal Ministry and Vatican Service

In October 2013, Robert returned to his Augustinian Province in
Chicago, serving as director of formation at the Saint Augustine
Convent, first councillor, and provincial vicar—roles he held until Pope
Francis appointed him on 3 November 2014, as Apostolic Administrator
of the Peruvian Diocese of Chiclayo, elevating him to the episcopal
dignity as Titular Bishop of Sufar.

Bishop Robert entered the Diocese on 7 November, in the presence
of Apostolic Nuncio James Patrick Green, who ordained him Bishop
just over a month later, on 12 December, the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, in the Cathedral of Saint Mary. On 26 September 2015, he
was appointed Bishop of Chiclayo by Pope Francis.

As Bishop of Chiclayo, Cardinal Prevost demonstrated exceptional
pastoral leadership in a diocese that served approximately half'a million
people in northern Peru. His episcopal ministry was characterised by
special attention to the poor and marginalised, reflecting the Church’s
preferential option for those on the peripheries. In March 2018, he was
elected second vice president of the Peruvian Episcopal Conference,
where he also served as a member of the Economic Council and as
president of the Commission for Culture and Education.

In 2019, Pope Francis appointed Bishop Robert a member of the
Congregation for the Clergy (13 July 2019), and in 2020, a member of
the Congregation for Bishops (12 November). Meanwhile, on 15 April
2020, he was also appointed Apostolic Administrator of the Peruvian
Diocese of Callao.

Cardinal and Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops

Pope Francis’s confidence in Cardinal Robert’s abilities led to his
appointment to one of the most important positions in the Vatican.
On 30 January 2023, the Pope appointed Robert to be the prefect of
the Dicastery for Bishops, which is responsible for evaluating bishop



candidates and making recommendations for new appointments. He also
served as the president of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America.
This role positioned him at the heart of the Church’s governance, as the
Dicastery for Bishops is responsible for the selection and appointment
of bishops worldwide, except in those territories under the jurisdiction
of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and the Congregation
for the Evangelisation of Peoples. He was also promoted to the rank of
Archbishop.

Pope Francis created Bishop Robert a Cardinal in the Consistory of 30
September 2023 and assigned him the Diaconate of Saint Monica. The
choice of Saint Monica as his titular church was particularly fitting, as
she was the mother of Saint Augustine and a model of persistent prayer
and maternal care for the Church.

As head of the Dicastery, Cardinal Robert participated in the Pope’s
most recent Apostolic Journeys and in both the first and second sessions
of the 16th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on
synodality, held in Rome from 4 October to 29 October 2023, and from
2 October to 27 October 2024, respectively.

The Papal Election and the Significance of Leo XIV

Cardinal Robert Prevost was elected pope on 8 May 2025, the second
day of the conclave, on the fourth ballot. The 133 cardinals gathered in
a secret conclave in Rome to elect a new pope for the Catholic Church
following the death of Pope Francis on 21 April. Leo was chosen just
two days after a group of 133 cardinals gathered in conclave to select a
new pontiff, suggesting that he quickly impressed his peers during the
secretive process.

The speed of Cardinal Prevost’s election suggests that the College of
Cardinals recognised in him the qualities needed to lead the universal
Church in our contemporary context. In pre-conclave speculation,
Prevost was considered a dark horse compared to more prominent
papabile. However, he was noted to be an ally of Pope Francis and a
possible compromise candidate.

The last Pope to take the name Leo, Pope Leo XIII, was a Pope who
stood in solidarity with the poor and advocated for the rights of workers.
Leo XIII, who served as Pope from 1878 to 1903, placed a strong
emphasis on workers’ rights and Catholic social doctrine; therefore, the



choice of that name for the new pontiff makes a significant statement.
His papal name was inspired by Pope Leo XIII, who developed modern
Catholic social teaching amid the Second Industrial Revolution. Leo
XIV believes the ongoing Fourth Industrial Revolution, particularly
advances in artificial intelligence and robotics, poses “new challenges
for the defence of human dignity, justice, and labour.”

Pastoral Style and Vision

As the new Pope addressed the crowds in St Peter’s Square, Leo paid
tribute to the late pontiff Francis, urging them to remember the late
pope’s legacy of unity before outlining his vision for the Catholic
Church. “We have to seek together to be a missionary Church. A Church
that builds bridges and dialogue,” he said.

In some ways, Leo follows the mould of Pope Francis, who died last
month at 88. He has long espoused a commitment to social justice
issues, and two years ago, he described his vision for the Church,
with goals of “reaching out to the poor, to the neediest, to those on the
margins” — in language mirroring that of Francis.

Pope Leo aligns with Francis on the direction of the church and the
process to foster a more inclusive global church, but he is expected to
lead as his own person. Leo is expected to lean more progressive on
social issues, such as migration and poverty, but fall more in line with
moderates on moral issues related to Catholic doctrine.

Pope Leo XIV’s approach to liturgy also reflects his deep respect for
tradition combined with pastoral sensitivity. During his service in
Peru, Prevost was described as an “impeccable dresser” when it came
to celebrating the Mass, wearing full vestments even when summer
temperatures rose above 85°F in Chiclayo. In August 2024, speaking to
a Chicago-area parish, Prevost stated that “liturgy needs to be beautiful
to help us, to strengthen us in our faith.”

Significance for the Syro-Malabar Church

The election of Pope Leo XIV holds particular significance for us as
clergy of the Syro-Malabar Church. A citizen of the United States by
birth, Leo XIV is the first pope to have been born in North America, the
first to hold Peruvian citizenship (having been naturalised in 2015), the
second Pope from the Americas (after his predecessor Francis), and the
first from the Order of Saint Augustine.



Pope’s experience as a missionary in Peru, where he learned to adapt
his ministry to local cultures while maintaining doctrinal fidelity, offers
valuable insights for our apostolic work. As Eastern Catholics, we
must also navigate the tension between preserving our rich liturgical
and theological traditions and engaging effectively with contemporary
pastoral challenges.

Pope Leo XIV’s emphasis on the beauty of liturgy resonates deeply with
our Eastern Catholic understanding of worship as a participation in the
heavenly liturgy. His careful attention to liturgical detail and reverent
celebration of the sacred mysteries should inspire us to approach our
celebration of the Divine Liturgy with renewed devotion and a keen
eye for beauty.

The Holy Father’s commitment to serving the poor and marginalised
challenges us to examine our pastoral priorities. Are we truly reaching
out to those on the peripheries of our communities? Are we building
bridges of dialogue and understanding with those who have drifted
away from the Church?

A Call to Renewed Pastoral Commitment

As we welcome Pope Leo XIV to the Chair of Peter, let us renew
our commitment to the pastoral mission of the Church. Pope Leo is a
member of the Augustinian religious order, which is spread across the
world. He led the order for more than a decade as its prior general. His
experience in religious life reminds us that effective pastoral ministry
requires both contemplative depth and active engagement with the
world.

I encourage each of you to study the pastoral approach of our new Holy
Father, particularly his ability to combine fidelity to Catholic teaching
with pastoral sensitivity and cultural adaptation. His years of missionary
work demonstrate that authentic inculturation does not compromise
doctrinal integrity but rather helps the Gospel message take root more
deeply in human hearts.

Letus also pray for the success of Pope Leo XIV’s pontificate, especially
as he faces the challenges of leading the Church in an increasingly
complex global context.

As priests of the Syro-Malabar Church, our communion with the
Bishop of Rome is not merely a canonical requirement but a profound



expression of the unity of the Catholic Church. Pope Leo XIV’s election
reminds us that this unity transcends cultural, national, and even ritual
boundaries. The fact that an American missionary who spent decades in
Peru can now lead the universal Church demonstrates the truly Catholic
nature of our faith.

The new Pope’s voting records indicate that he has actively participated
in American democratic processes, having voted in the 2024 general
election, as well as in the 2012, 2008, 2004, and 2000 cycles. This
civic engagement, combined with his international pastoral experience,
positions him well to address the complex relationship between faith
and public life in our contemporary world.

We must support the Holy Father not only through our prayers but also
through our faithful implementation of his pastoral guidance and our
witness to the unity that characterises the Catholic Church. Our own
liturgical and spiritual traditions are enriched when they are lived in
communion with the wider Church under the leadership of the successor
of Peter.

CONCLUSION

As we conclude the month dedicated to Our Blessed Mother, we now
enter the month dedicated to the Heart of Jesus. Devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus is a devotion to Jesus Christ Himself, but in the particular
ways of meditating on His interior life and on His threefold love — His
divine love, His burning love thatfed His human will, and His sensible
love that affects His interior life. It is a symbol of that divine love
which he shared with the Father and the Holy Spirit, but which he,
the Word made Flesh, alone manifests through a weak and perishable
body, since “in Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” Let
us inculcate devotion to the Heart of Jesus among our people in ways
that are possible during these times of the pandemic. May the Heart of
Jesus forgive the sins of humanity and bring an end to this end that has
devastated the world!

With my prayers and blessings,
Yours in Christ Jesus,

t George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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MONTHLY AGENDA - JUNE 2025

DATE DAY EVENTS

CAT: Inaugural ceremony of New
Catechetical Academic year 2025-2026
CML: Inauguration ff Activity Year in Units;
Election of new Office-bearers in Units
KKSSS: Gatekeeping Programme for Parish
1 Sun Council and Pious Association leaders at
Christurajapuram

LC: Central Council Meeting at Kalluvilai
SMYM: Manjalumoodu Forane Unit visit
SVP: CC Meeting

STI: Inauguration of New Academic Year

3 Tue SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

Orientation Program for New Priests in the
Diocese

KKSSS: SHG World Environmental day
Celebration at Kalluvilai

5 Thu

VC: Adoration for Vocation (Arukani Forane)
SINAI: Retreat at Vattakottai

6 Fri

CAT: Forane Directors Meet at Kalluvilai
KKSSS: Educare Class

SMYM: Central team & forane executive training
MIJ: Retreat

7 Sat

LC: Forane Leaders Meeting

SMYM: Manjalumoodu Forane Unit visit &
Forane Gathering

URM: Thuckalay Pilankalai Leaders Meeting
SVP: AC Meeting

MJ: Director's visit to Kaisalavilai Parish

8 Sun

SO G
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Mon

EIRD: Kanyakumari United Christian
Council Meeting

10

Tue

SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

12

Thu

ET: Mission Meet

13

Fri

Moolamattom Palliative Care Blessing
SMYM: Youth Camp
FA: Marriage Preparation Course

14

Sat

SINAI: Evening Retreat at Malaicode
SMYM: Youth Camp

FA: Marriage Preparation Course
MJ: Widows Meet

CRI: Jubilee of the Religious

15

Sun

KKSSS: Gatekeeping Programme for Parish
Council and Pious Association leaders at
Mankarai

SMYM: Youth Camp

FA: Marriage Preparation Course

16

Mon

EIRD: Regional United Christian Council
Meeting

17

Tue

Priests’ Conference

18

Wed

Meeting with Special school principals @
Bishop’s House

19

Thu

Meeting with Cathedral Committee @
Bishop’s House

20

Fri

Meeting New Departmental Directors @
Bishop’s House
SINAI: Evening Retreat at Palappallam

© W w g vu
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21

Sat

CAT: Promoters Meet at Kalluvilai

HC: Bedridden patients and Bystanders meet
at Vayalinkarai

MJ: Awareness programme

22

Sun

CAT: Re-examination for Classes X, XII at
Padanthalumoodu

CML: International Executive Committee
Meeting

KII: Jubilee 2025 forane level competition
URM: Retreat for Manjalumoodu, Kaliyal &
Arukani Forane Leaders at Kalluviali

MJ: Director's visit to Nithiravilai Parish

24

Thu

SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

26

Thu

KII: Forane level monthly activity
KKSSS: PRI Meeting at Manjalumoodu

28

Sat

TENKASI : Mission meet

SINAI: One day Retreat at Kalluvilai
ASc: Drug Awareness Rally (H.Sc)
SMMS: Academic Year Inauguration

29

Sun

Animation Programme for Kaikars &
Accountants @ Sangamam

CAT: Basic training Programme for
Catechists: Class I at Padanthalumoodu
(Batch: VIII)

CML: Annual General Body Meeting
SMYM: Central Team Mission Visit

30

Mon

Inter Diocesan Meet (@ Sangamam

& Ol @ 6
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - JUNE 2025

DATE | DAY | Tme EVENTS
10.00 am Bishop’s HoEse: Orlen}tlatli)ln .
05.00 bm Programme for New Shepherds in
5 Thu SV P he Diocese
Malaicode: Convent Chapel
Blessing
' 09.30 am BTshop,s House: Curla. Meet.mg
6 Fri Bishop’s House: Meeting with
02.30 pm .
Seminary Staffs
7 Sat 10.00 am | Bishop’s House: Meeting priests
Sun . . .
8 08.00 am | Vayalinkarai: Holy Communion
9 Mon | 02.00 pm Kottar: UCC Meeting >>
Rameshwaram
10 Tue Rameshwaram: Mission Visit >>
Madhurai
11 Wed Madhurai: Mission Visit
Madurai: Jubilee of Missionaries
12 Thu 1 01.00 pm >> Moolamattom
13 Fri 05.00 pm Moolgmattom: Paliative Care
Blessing
14 Sat | 02.00 pm | Kalluvilai: Jubilee of Religious
15 Sun Bishop’s House
16 Mon | 04.00 pm Mukkoojttukal: Semlpary
Academic Inauguration
17 Tue |09.30 am | Sangamam: Priests’ Conference

S0P WG
07/06/2025
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Bishop’s House: Meeting with

18 Wed 0930 am Special school principals
Bishop’s House: Meeting with
19 Thu 1 10.00 am Cathedral Committee
. Bishop’s House: Meeting New
20 Fn 10.00 am Departmental Directors
21 Sat 10.00 am | Soosaipuram: College GB Meeting
Padanthalummoodu : Feast Day
22 Sun 8388 aﬁ Qurbana Kalluvilai : Jubilee of
PP Children (KIT)
” Mon | 10.00 am Changanaserry: visiting priests
Homes
24 Tee | 10.00 am Changanaserry: visiting priests
Homes
Changanaserry: visiting priests’
2 Wed | 10.00 am Homes >> Thuckalay
26 Thu | 09.30 am | Bishop’s House: Curia Meeting
7 Fri 06.00 pm Kattathuralf Kuflssadl Blessing
and new priests’ day
28 Sat 05.00 pm | Tenkasi: Mission Meet
Sangamam: Animation Programme
29 Sun 10.00 am | for Kaikars & Accountants
05.00 pm | Pallikonam: Golden Jubilee
Celebration
10.00 am | Sangamam: Inter Diocesan Meet
30 Mon i .
06.00 pm | Killiyoor: Requiem Mass

& Ol @ 6
07/06/2025

FR. LIJU MATHEW, BISHOP'S SECRETARY
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Raza Qurbana at Munchirai



Priestly Ordination of Dn. Anoop Thathappallil
3rd May 2025
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