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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISH{_*P'S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District
Tamilnadu — 629175, India
Mobile: +919443281100 Phone: +91-4651-250633
Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/134/2022

31 May 2022
Dear Readers,

Greetings from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

Sacred Heart ‘was born’ from the visions of the French Visitation
nun, Sr Margaret Mary Alacoque, to whom Jesus appeared and
showed her his Heart in June 1675 while she was contemplating
on the Blessed Sacrament. Jesus’ message to Sr Alacoque was
very clear: “Behold this Heart, which has loved humankind so
much... and in return has received from the greater number
nothing but ingratitude.” He then asked her to set aside the Friday
after Corpus Christi, for a special honour to his Heart.

After receiving this message, Sr Alacoque interpreted it as a call
to conversion and began to live a life of severe self-mortification
in order to atone for the ingratitude of humanity towards the love
of Christ. She insisted that at the heart of her devotion was the
selfless, sacrificial love of Christ towards all, which was calling
humankind to love one another other just as Christ loved them.
She warned against the punishment and consequences that ensue
when we do not love one another.

We only need to look around the world today and see how this
prophecy is true; most of the pain, the sickness, the hunger, the
violence, the hatred, etc., are consequences of our lack of love
for one another. Divisions, cliques, and tensions ‘with-in’ the
Church and in our communities, stem from our lack of love for
one another. All these are signs of our ingratitude towards Christ!

As Alacoque tried to tell her story and describe her vision, she
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was met with strong resistance, beginning with her own Sisters in
her religious community and extending to the wider authorities of
the Church. Her message, calling us to conversion was not what
people wanted to hear. Jansenism was very popular at the time,
especially in France and Belgium, as its Founder, the Belgian
Catholic Bishop, Cornelius Jansen, had taught that ‘good actions’
(love) did not have any active role to play as far as salvation was
concerned. He said all we needed to do, was to pray and devote
ourselves to the ‘graces of God and to the Sacraments of the
Church’. It took a long time before the devotion to the Sacred
Heart was finally given an official liturgical feast in 1765 by Pope
Clement XIII, thanks to the help and support of the Jesuit Fathers
who were very critical of the teachings of Bishop Jansen.

Though Jansenism was condemned in 1713, its followers continue
to live among us in the Church today. There are many of us who
still emphasise ‘Christian prayer’ and ‘Sacraments’ over and
above the command ‘to love’ and ‘to serve’. It is important to
strike a healthy balance between the two. ‘Prayer’ and ‘Sacrament’
are not salvation in themselves but are pointers (real symbols)
helping and guiding us towards God, the Reality which they
represent. As Matthew 25 reminds us, ‘salvation’ is not through
‘words andgestures’ (liturgy) alone but through concrete acts of
‘loving service’ towards our neighbour; for ‘Faith’ and ‘Action’
are but two sides of the same coin (cf. James 2:18).

The love of God may well be a choice by God who is utterly free
and not bound in any way, but it remains a love for those who
are unworthy. It is a searching love. There is an absurdity about
it. There 1s no way of possibly explaining the absurdity of the
figure of Christ upon the cross because the explanation is found
in an equally absurd love. From this foolishness of God came our
salvation. Jesus breathed forth the Spirit as he died upon the cross.
From his wounded side flowed the life-giving waters of baptism
and the precious blood of the Eucharist. In giving up his life he
gave it up not just for us, but to us. We are so used to baptism and
Eucharist that we forget that they are issued forth from his broken
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body and his pierced heart. We are so used to our life in the Spirit
that we forget that it is only the one who died who breathed forth
his Spirit for all of us. After his death he rose and returned to the
Father, and then with the Father sent the Spirit to us so that all of
the love which led to his birth and to his death would finally reach
our hearts.

We are reminded today that, in the Sacred Heart is revealed the
mystery of the Divine Mind of Jesus as God. The Feast of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus affirms Jesus was God-man, is one of the
Three Divine Presences of the Holy Trinity. While the symbolic
picture of the human heart echoes a Heart of Flesh of the human
nature, the “Divine Mind” that is synonym to “Sacred Heart,”
echoes the Divine nature. As the Holy Catholic Church teaches,
in Christ, God manifested as man, the Divine nature cannot be
separated from the human nature. Today, let us express our love to
this sacred Heart to whom are families are consecrated and place
our total trust in him and run to him in our problems and need.
This sacred heart which is burning with love for us will protect us
and care for us and give us the peace and tranquillity.

Christ, in his appearances to Margaret Mary, promised many
blessings to those who practice devotion to his Sacred Heart.
Accordingly, Jesus promises all the graces necessary for their
state of life; peace in their families; consolation in all their
troubles; their refuge in life and especially in death; abundantly
bless all their undertakings; he will be infinite ocean of mercy. He
promised to bless those places wherein the image of the Sacred
Heart will be exposed and venerated and will give to priests the
power to touch the most hardened hearts. Finally, the promise
that his all-powerful love will grant to all those who will receive
Communion on the First Fridays, for nine consecutive months,
the grace of final repentance: they will not die without receiving
the sacraments; and the Sacred Heart will be their secure refuge
in that last hour.
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Thus, we can say that we belong to a religion of love, the religion
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. In this Sacred Heart of Jesus, we can
see His sufferings, His Cross, His humility, His forgiveness, His
victory in the Resurrection, His infinite Love for us. The Sacred
Heart of Jesus is the summary, the condensation of the Gospel.
Because of that, Jesus said: “Learn of me, because I am meek
and humble of heart.” All Christian teaching, we can find in the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. Let us hear the Sermon of the Mount from
the Sacred Heart of Jesus: blessed are the meek, blessed are the
merciful, the clean of heart, they who suffer persecution. Behold
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, meek, merciful, innocent, and suffering
patiently all the persecutions, the example of all these beatitudes.
But the most important demonstration of the love of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus is the Holy Eucharist. “Jesus . . . having loved His
own who were in the world, He loved them unto the end.” Jesus
in the Holy Eucharist is the companion of our exile, by His real
presence: “Come to me, all you that labour and are burdened and
I will refresh you.” He is for us the God of consolation.

When reflecting on the atoning sacrifice of Jesus we are reminded
of the model life of St Maximilian Kolbe, who was canonized in
October 1982. Born in Poland in 1894, when he was old enough to
answer God’s call, Maximilian joined the religious congregation
ofthe Franciscans. By 1927, he had founded a house for those who
wished to enter the religious life. In 1941, while appointed as the
superior of the Polish community, he was arrested by the Gestapo
and imprisoned at Auschwitz. Twelve weeks after his arrival at
the prison camp, a prisoner escaped. In retaliation, ten men were
chosen at random to die of starvation. One of the chosen men was
a young father. Shining in the love of Jesus, Father Maximilian
offered to take the place of the young man. The offer was accepted
and on 14 August 1941, Fr Maximilian died of starvation after
suffering with nine others in the prison. In this act of self-sacrifice,
we perceive true Christian love. Here, one man gave his life for
another on the Day of Judgment, when the young father was
condemned to death. Those who obeyed the commandments of
God as Fr Maximilian obeyed them; they have come to know God.
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In them, the love of God has reached perfection. By embracing
the same obedience to the Commandments in the love of Jesus
Christ, we know that we are in Jesus and that Jesus is in us.

Let us cultivate a filial devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and
inculcate the same devotion among our people in our parishes and
institutions especially during this month of June!

As the missionary work in the extended territories of our Eparchy
is taking shape with the help of missionaries from other Eparchies
and Congregations, let us become aware of the important role that
evangelization plays in the Church. It is not an optional add-on.
It is at the very heart of what it means to be Church. Yet, in spite
of this clear mandate, we may still be tempted to respond to this
call to evangelization by saying that “Catholics evangelize with
how they live their lives, not by our words.” We may even quote
the words attributed to St Francis of Assisi: “Preach the gospel
at all times; use words if necessary.” But this does not mean
that we can choose between proclaiming and living the Gospel,
as if they both accomplish the same thing. Paul VI went on to
explain in Evangelization in the Modern World the important
interplay between word and witness in this way: “The Good
News proclaimed by the witness of life sooner or later has to be
proclaimed by the word of life. There is no true evangelization if
the name, the teaching, the life, the promises, the kingdom and the
mystery of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God are not proclaimed.”
Let us be enthused by these words of the saintly Pope and re-
commit ourselves to the task of spreading the message of Christ
in season and out of season!

Yours in Christ Jesus,

A t%fﬁ:::ix:i&;:_
t George Rajendran SDB

Bishop of Thuckalay
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BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS- JUNE - 2022

Fr. Anil Raj Dominic 02
Fr. Johnsilal Arackaparampil 03
Fr. Justin Cheruvelil 04
Fr. Jins Pulingappallil MCBS 11
Fr. Anoop (Chacko) Karingadu 13
MCBS

Fr. Clement Rockey 15
Fr. Sajan Nettaponghu 21
Fr. Reju Puthuparampil MCBS 23
Fr. Mijo Puthenpurayil 25

FEASTDAYS OF REV. FATHERS - JUNE - 2022

Fr. Justin Sutheesh 01
Fr. Antony Jose 13
Fr. Antony Chundelikkatt 13
Fr. Antony

Madapurackal 13
Fr. Antony Mahesh 13

& O i 6

wOem 2022




47

BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS JUNE 2022

DAT DAY TIME EVENTS
I Wed 03.00 pm B1§hop S Hquse: Sangamam Garment
unit evaluation meeting
2> Thu 07.00 am Mukkoottukal: Minor seminary
vocation camp
10.00 am Bishop’s House:‘ Liturgy Translgtion
. committee meeting Online: Major
ri
08.30 pm Archgparchlal assembly committee
meeting
02.00 pm Kalluvilai: Catechism HM’s meeting
4 Sat Kalluvilai: Kuzhandai Isso Iyakkam
04.00 pm . .
animaters meeting
Thakalivilai: First Holy Communion
10.00am  yrpana and Inaugurating of
5 Sun St. Thomas Month.
04.00 pm Kattadimglgi: St Devasahayam
Thanks giving Holy Qurbana
6 Mon 06.00 pm Kaliakkavilai: Marriage Reception
7 Tue 03.00 pm KalluV1'la1.: Dlocesgn Health
Commission meeting
Bishop’s House: Curia meeting
09.30 am ) _
8 Wed 03.00 pm Blshop’s House:‘ Cathedral construction
committee meeting
Thuckalay: Jubilee holy Qurbana at
o Thu 10.30am CMC Provincial House
‘ 0930 am Kalluvillai: Meeting at KKSSS
10 Fri 06.00 pm Bi§hop’s House: Holy Qurbana by new
Priests
11 Sat 04.00 pm Bishop’s House: Meeting with Nabaard
Manager
12 Sun Bishops House
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10.00 am  Vettumani: St Antony’s Shrine Holy
13 Mon Qurbana
03.00 pm  Soosaipuram: Visit to Alphonsa college
14 Tue Thodupuzha: Visit to Benefactors
15 Wed Changanaserry: Visit to Benefactors
16 Thu Bishop’s House
17 Fri 04.00 pm Soosglpuram: Alphonsa College GB
meeting
18  Sat 10.00 am Kalluvilai: Semmar on St 'Tl.lomas the
Apostles to priests and religious
07.00 pm Karode: Kurusady and DNN chapel
Blessing
" e Thiruth C Mariayi
uvapuram: Centenary Mariaymn
0230pm gy Holy Qurbana
20  Mon 09.30 am Sangamam: Recollection and Priests
conference
21 Tue 088 e Blshop S House:. Cathedral Finance
committee meeting
22 Wed 09.30 am  Bishop’s House: Curia meeting
08.30 am Malayady: Marriage Holy Qurbana,
Mekodu
23  Thu ) ]
Bishops House: Directors of Inter-depart-
02.30 pm .
ment meeting
. Padanthalumoodu: Feast Day Holy
24 Fri 04.30 pm Qurbana
25 Sat 10,00 am Mulfkoottukalz Inguguratlon of Minor .
seminary academic year and staff meeting
2% Sun 04.00 pm Palhkona:m: Feast Day and First Holy
communion Holy Qurbana
St Thomas Feast at Sharjah and Visit to
27 June -04 July UAE
Rev. Fr. Robin Jose, Bishop’s Secretary
& O L a5 61
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Blessing of Rented House at Rajaputhukkudi, Kayathar Mission,
May 29. 2022

Medical Camp at Rajaputhukkudi,
Kayathar, May 29, 2022

First Holy Communion and First Mass in the Renovated Church,
Thettiyode, May 29, 2022



Mathru Jyothis Annual Day, Kalluvilai,
May 8. 2022

Kuzhandai Iso Iyakkam, Anniversary, Kalluvilai,
May 15, 2022
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