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Dears,

The liturgical year of the Sy-
ro-Malabar Church begins with the
period of Annunciation. The four
weeks in preparation to the feast
of the Nativity of Jesus, celebrated
on 25th December constitute this
season. Since we practice absti-
nence from 1st to 25th December
in preparation for Christmas, we
call this period “25 days Lent”. The
clarion call of St John the Baptist
should reverberate in our minds:
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight his paths. Every valley shall
be filled and every mountain and
hill shall be made low. The winding
roads shall be made straight, and
the rough ways made smooth, and
all flesh shall see the salvation of
the God” (Lk 3:4-6). It also brings
to light one of the last verses of the
Book of Revelation: “Come, Lord
Jesus” - Maranatha - (Rev 22:20).
Thus the twenty-five days of in-
tense preparation leads us to the
celebration of Christmas.

The story of Christmas reminds
us of the roles that Mary, Joseph,
shepherds, angels and the three
wise men played. It also recalls to
our minds how there was no room
at the inns and how the manger
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became the cradle for the Messiah.
However, the heart of Christmas
lies in what St John wrote: “God
so loved the world that he gave his
only son, so that everyone who be-
lieves in him might not perish but
might has eternal life” (Jn 3:16).

Since the fall of Adam and Eve,
we read in the Scriptures how God
attempted to reach out to human
beings in varied ways. The climax
of God communicating with us in
the Old Testament was when He
entered into a covenant with Mo-
ses on Mount Sinai. God joined
himself to us in a covenant and we
were joined to God in a covenant.
But we still sinned so God raised
prophets to call us back but only a
small number of people paid heed
to the prophets. Through Hosea,
God complained that Israel has
been like an unfaithful wife com-
mitting adultery by going after false
gods. All through the centuries of
the Old Testament, God pursued
us like a lover but we had broken
the covenant and God had to make
a new unbreakable covenant with
us. For this new covenant, God be-
came flesh and bones like us, and
shed his blood in the person of
Jesus to convince us once and for



all to accept his invitation to be
his people. Jesus was the climax of
God reaching out to us. “The Word
was made flesh, he lived among us,
and we saw his glory” (Jn 1:14).

Christmas is a moment of par-
adoxes. We see the light shining in
the darkest season, the fire blazing
in the cold of winter, life stirring
in the fallow of the year. We par-
ticipate in the paradoxes of the
season when we acknowledge the
infant light at the darkest point of
the year. We read in the Gospel of
John, “The light still shines in the
darkness and the darkness has not
overcome it” (Jn 1: 5). Just as the
light of the sun is secretly rekindled
and reborn, so are we given an op-
portunity for our divine spark to
wax and grow in light. Christmas is
a feast of the interior light, a rekin-
dling of the spiritual spark within
us, even as we see the fire blazing
in the cold of winter.

In the Gospel of St Matthew 1:
23, we read: “Behold, a virgin shall
be with child, and shall bring forth
a son, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel, which means, God with
us.” Let us seize the moment and al-
low ourselves to feel the presence
of this God of ours who prefers
to be with us. He comes with the
message of forgiveness. He asks to
forgive one another so that he can
also forgive us our sins. “Forgive us
our sins for we ourselves forgive
everyone in debt to us” (Lk 11:4).

Christmas is a time to feel that are
all brothers and sisters created in
the image and likeness of God. In
our country, people belonging to
different religions are able to live
in peace and mutual understand-
ing although communalism with
its evils is raising its ugly head ev-
ery now and then. Even among
Christians, there are different de-
nominations. But we need to work
in tandem to bring the message
of forgiveness and peace that the
Lord came to give us to the peo-
ple around. The prayer of Jesus at
the Last Supper comes to my mind:
“They may all be one, as you, Fa-
ther, are in me and | you, that they
also may be in us” (Jn 17: 21).

Christmas is also a time of sac-
rifice in that we often participate in
the giving of gifts and contributing
to charities at this time. The nativ-
ity and birth that we celebrate at
Christmas Eve is a sacrifice as well.
Jesus sacrifices the glory and light
vesture of the celestial aeons in
order to take on human form and
dwell upon the earth. Writing to
the Philippians, St Paul was able
to capture it. “Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God,
something to be grasped. Rath-
er he emptied himself, taking the
form of a slave, coming in human
likeness: (Phi 2:6-7). There is no
book, no scripture and no authority
outside of one’s self that is an au-
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thentic source regarding the mys-
tery of incarnation. It is a mystery
that can only be witnessed individ-
ually in each one’s own heart.

As we know, Christmas belongs
not only to those who call them-
selves Christians but also to the en-
tire world. The lowly animals, birds,
plants and trees all participate in
this nativity of the divine light at
Christmas. An old French legend
tells how all the animals were given
the gift of speech on Holy Night; so
that they were granted the ability
to give outward expression to their
consciousness and recognition of
the light. Our compassion for our
human brothers and sisters is in-
creased when we realize that the
animals and trees are also won-
drous light-beings in even more
humble, limited and unrecogniz-
able form than ourselves.

The baby Jesus was born in a
stable used to shelter animals and
is laid in @ manger - a humble birth
for the proclaimed King of kings.
We also share that humble exis-
tence in this world. We also expe-
rience the sacrifice of the glorious
light of the aeons and see our light
power as a tiny spark of its original
flame. The holy birth at Christmas
represents the birth of the Christ-
Sun within us, an awakening of our
consciousness to who we are and
the light from whence we came,
an awakening from the sleep of
forgetfulness. As the Christmas is
4 B\eDmUI(H6IT
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nearing, let us experience the birth
of Christ in our hearts.

CONCLUSION

With grateful hearts for the
numerous blessings that God has
showered upon us, especially the
beatification of Venerable Rev. Sr.
Rani Maria, let us begin the holy
season of 25 days fast. As men-
tioned at the beginning of this let-
ter, the profound prayer of this sea-
son should be Maranatha! Come,
Lord Jesus! It is also a time for look-
ing both backward and forward.
We look backward as we prepare
to celebrate the historical birth of
Jesus. At the same time, we look
forward to the ‘Second Coming’ of
Jesus as we get ourselves ready to
welcome him into all the areas of
our lives during this season.

Although there will be occasions
when we can personally wish one
another during this month, still let
me, through this letter, wish you,
dear Fathers, a Merry Christmas
and a God-filled New Year 2018.
May you have a faith experience of
the Babe of Bethlehem as you pre-
pare to celebrate Christmas!

With my prayers and blessings,

Yours in Christ Jesus,
A oA =

+George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS DECEMBER 2017

DAT | DAY | TIME EVENTS

1-2|3 Sun | 06.00 pm | Bp’s House | Mulagumoodu, inter-denomination prayer

4 Mon | 10.00am Angelippa: First Death Annul. of Fr. Thomas Urumbical
5|6 Tue | 06.00pm  Curia Meeting| Edappalayam: Convention Qurbana
8|9 Sat Sangamam: Diacon. Ord. of Bro. Dorathick|Bp’s House
10 Sun | 10.00am Shembahatharisu Mission Inauguration Munchirai,

02.00pm Mass for the Eugine Family |Bro. Christudas: CD Release
11-13,15 Visiting Tamil Nadu Bishops
14 Thu Death Anniversary of Fr. Thomas Thekkel

07.00am Edathua, Marattukulam: Death Anniversary Qurbana

16 Sat | 10.00am Sangamam: Meeting with CRI Superiors

02.00pm  Christmas Celebration with Catechism Staff
05.00pm  Christmas Celebration with PRO and Well-wishers
06.30pm  Christmas Celebration at KKSS Kalluvilai

17 Sun | 07.00am  Killiyoor: Pastoral Visit

18 Mon | 04.00am Nadaikkavu: Christmas Celebrat. of United Christians
06.00pm  Thuckalay: Christava Jenanayaga Peravai

19 Tue | 10.00am Kottar: Christmas Celebration with United Christians
04.00pm Priests’ Sangamam with Pre-Christmas Celebration
20 Wed | 10.00am Christmas Celebration with Institution heads
05.00pm Christmas Celebration at Shenkottai Mission

21 Thu | 02.00pm Marthandam: Christmas Celebration at CSI College

Minor seminary: Christmas celebration

22 Fri | 10.00am Marthandam: Christmas Celebration at CSI Church
12.00pm Bishop’s House: Christmas Celebration with Staff
04.00pm Nagercoil: Christmas Celebration with Alphonsa school

23 Mon | 12.00pm  Sangamam: Christmas cele. with Major Seminarians
05.00pm Bp’s House: Christmas cele. with neighborhood

24 Sun | 07.00pm  Visit of Fr. Salesian Provincial of Trichy
12.00am  Athencode: Christmas Qurbana

2526 06.30pm  Visit to Religious Communities| Engaged
27 Wed | 09.00am CHRY: Ordination of Dn. Chacko Karingadu MCBS

28 Thu | 10.00am Kattathurai: Marriage Blessing and Qurbana
03.00pm  Vattakottai: Qurbana and Blessing

29 Fri | 09.00am Pilankalai: Church Blessing >> Kozhicode

30|31 Sat | 10.30am  Kozhicode: Marriage Blessing >> Thuckalay|Bp’s House
Fr. Thomas Sathianesan |Eparchial Chancellor
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