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Greetings from
House, Thuckalay!

Bishop's

We are in the ssason of Eas-
ter. Let us briefly reflect upon
the death and resurrection of
lesus. Whenever we recite the
Apostles’ Creed, we affirm our
faith in the resurrection of le-
sus - “On the third day He rose
again from the dead.” In the
Acts 1:3, we read: “To whom He
also presented Himself alive af-
ter His suffering by many infalli-
ble proofs, being seen by them
during forty days and speaking
of the things pertaining to the
kingdom of God." The phrase,
“after His suffering,” refers to
the complete death of Christ.
There are many proofs showing
us that Christ died complete-
Iy, but in particular, John 15:34
states: “But one of the soldiers
pierced His side with a spear,
and immediately blood and wa-
ter came out.”

The fact that Jesus was cru-
cified to death has been rec-
ognized by everyone of ew-
erywhere. This punishment of
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crucifixion, a8 condemnation
that the Romans dealt to for-
eigners, was a cruel punishment
sentenced to political insurgents
and slaves. Before the rise of the
Roman Empire, crucifixion was
generally carried out by hanging
a convict on a cross by tying his
hands and feet to it, and then
killing the condemned by pierc-
ing his chest with 5 spear.

But the Roman version of
crucifixion was a punishment
that nailed, instead of tying,
the hands and feet of 3 convict
to a cross and left him hanging
on the cross to die a slow death.
As such, itis said that it toock a
considerable time for the con-
demned to die, usually 3-4 days,
but at times even a week. We
cannot even begin to imagine
how painful it must have been
to be punished in such a way,
being nailed, drained of blood,
suffering from increasingly un-
bearable thirst, bombarded
relentlessly by the sun, and en-
circled by flying vultures, The
condemned were made to suf-
fer until the very last moment of
death. Because of the extreme



cruelty of this punishment, the
Emperor Constanting, it is said,
eliminated this particular form
of punishment.

What, then, explains the fact
that lesus died in just six hours?
As mentioned above, when one
of the soldiers pierced His side
with a spear, blood and water
came out. As this shows, lesus
died so soon because he suf-
fered such a great heartache for
sinners that it literally broke and
burst. In other words, he died
from a ruptured heart.

In three days after his death,
lesus rose again in a perfect
body. What is strange is that de-
spite this, some people hesitat-
ed to believe in the resurrected
lesus, even as they professed
to recognize his death. This can
only be seen as a work of the
devil trying to prevent human-
kind from believing in this truth,
as stated in Luke 8:12: "Those
by the wayside are the cnes
who hear; then the devil comes
and takes away the word out of
their hearts, lest they should
believe and be saved.” To deny
the truth of the resurrection of
lesus, the devil therefore advo-
cates through unbelieving, sec-
ularized scholars such false hy-
pothesas as the apparent death
hypothesis, the spiritual resur-

rection hypothesis, the halluci-
nation hypothesis, the manip-
ulation hypothesis, the stolen
body hypothesis, and others,
But the verity of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus has many definitive
proofs.

The Fact that lesus Presented
Himself Alive is a Proof

Acts 1:3 tells us that le-
sus presented himself alive to
his disciples by many infallible
proofs. No matter what people
say, when our Lord himself de-
clares to be alive, there is then
no ground for any dispute.

Jesus had liberated pow-
er over [ife and death. As John
10:17-18 states: “Therefore My
Father loves Me, because | lay
down My life that | may take it
again. No one takes it from Me,
but | lay it down of Myself. | have
power to lay it down, and | have
power to take it again. This com-
mand | have received from My
Father"

In Revelation 1:18, lesus
also says: “l1 am He who lives,
and was dead, and behaold, |
am alive forevermore. Amen.
And | have the keys of Hades
and of Death.” Qur Lord has the
power to rise from the dead to
live again, for He is God the Al-
mighty and a perfect man at the
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same time.

“The wages of sin,” as Ro-
mans 6:22 tells us, “is death”
This is the unchangeable, righ-
teous law of God. As such, Je-
sus took care of the sins of the
world and blotted them all out
through his baptism and blood.
Because he made 3ll the sins
of the world disappear, he rose
from the dead again and has be-
come the God of those who be-
lieve in him. This is how the righ-
teous law of God is established.

That His Tomb was Empty is an
Evidence

Matthew 27:57-66 tells us
that a rich man from Arimathea,
named loseph, laid the dead
body of Jesus in a tomb hewn
out of rock, and that he sealed
the tomb by rolling a large stone
against its door. The passage
also tells us that a guard was
placed at the tomb to secure
the tomb. But the tomb became
empty as the Lord rose from the
dead with his power and came
out of his tomb. Luke 24:3 says:
“Then they went in and did not
find the body of the Lord lesus.”
What else can this be but the
proof of the Lord’s resurrection?

Jesus is a great, historic
figure. One of the proofs is the
chronclogical use of Anno Do-
mini (A.D.), which means “in
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the year of our Lord.” Years and
months have been set, in other
words, based on the day of his
coming. He is the Lord of histo-
ry, creation and salvation. If he
had not been able to rise again
from the dead, his tomb would
have remained closed as a great
historical landmark. The tombs
of the great figures of history
still remain as places of great in-
terest. For example, Confucius’
tomb is in China, Buddha’s tomb
is found in India, and that of
Mohammed is at Mecca, Saudi
Arabia.

If Christ had not risen from
the dead again, his tomb should
still remain closed like theirs.
But because he rose from the
dead in three days, His tomb has
been opened. This is believing in
our Lord, the one and only God.

That He Ate after He Rose from
the Dead is still another Proof

Spirits do not eat. But
the resurrected Lord ate. Luke
24:40-43 states: “When He had
said this, He showed them His
hands and His feet. But while
they still did not believe for
joy, and marvelled, He said to
them, ‘Have you any food here?’
So they gave Him a piece of a
broiled fish and some honey-
comb. And He took it and ate in
their presence.” Acts 10:40-41



also testifies: “Him God raised
up on the third day, and showed
Him openly, not to all the peo-
ple, but to witnesses chosen
before by God, even to us who
ate and drank with Him after He
arose from the dead.” That Je-
sus ate provides us the explicit
proof of His resurrection.

In 1 Corinthians 15:3-4,
Paul also testifies: "For | deliv-
ered to you first of all that which
| also received; that Christ died
for our sins according to the
Scriptures, and that He was bur-
ied, and that He rose again the
third day according to the Scrip-
tures.” The Bible is the inspired
Word of God with absolute au-
thority that can be neither add-
ed to nor subtracted from. As
this Bible had prophesied, Jesus
died and rose again.

Around the time of Jesus’
death, his disciples had been
trembling in fear. But after they
were convinced of his resur-
rection, they became bold to
spread through lesus the resur-
rection from the dead. As Acts
4:18-20 tells us, "So they called
them and commanded them
not to speak at all nor teach in
the name of lesus. But Peter
and lJohn answered and said
to them, "Whether it is right in
the sight of God to listen to you
mare than to God, youjudge. For

we cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard.”
Peter and other Apostles also
replied, "We ought to obey God
rather than men" [Acts 5:25).

Although Jesus' disciples
had trembled before the dead
Jesus, once they saw the living
lesus, they became bold. From
then on to the very present,
the reason why the saints have
spread this gospel aven as they
have been persecuted for Christ,
and why they have been willing
to die for its sake, is because of
the certainty of the resurrection
of Christ and the assurance of
their own resurrection as well.

lesus’ resurrection is a pre-
lude to our own resurrection. In
1 Corinthians 15:20, it is stated,
“But now Christ has risen from
the dead, and has become the
first fruits of those who have
fallen asleep.” As such, the
teachings of the Pauline Epistles
are also centred around, first of
all, the core truth of the resur-
rection of lesus Christ, and then
on the message that this resur-
recton also brings us our own
resurrection,.

We need to keep up the
fervour of the Easter as we pre-
pare for the celebrations of As-
cension and Pentecost. During
these days, let us prepare our
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people for an outpouring of the
Holy Spirit as Our Blessed Moth-
er and the Apostles received so
that our faith in the Risen Lord
may be strengthened and may
become apostles of the Risen
Lord!

CONCLUSION

The month of May is a spe-
cial time for us to pay homage
to our Blessed Mother Mary.
She has a unigue role in salva-
tion history as the Mother of
God, conceived without Sin,
who by her own free will agreed
to bring the “Word made flesh,”
(lohn 1:14) our Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ into the world.
Mary is prefigured as the one
who would crush the head of
the serpent in Genesis 3:15
through her Divine Son. 54l she
in no way over shadows him, nor
would she ever wish to! Her life
in the Gospel years was one of
service and great devotion to Je-
sus, from the cave in Bethlehem
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where she gave birth to him, to
Calvary in Jerusalem where she
stood by his cross in his Cruci-
fixion, from Crib to Cross, as it
were.

During month, in the
churches and individual homes,
the most affectionate and fer-
vent homage of prayers and de-
votions from the hearts of Chris-
fians are raised to Mary. Let us
join the entire Cathelic world
in offering special presents to
Our Biessed Mother during
this month of May. Through
pilgrimages, visits to churches
dedicated to her, offering little
sacrifices in her honour, atten-
tive recitation of the rosary, and
many other ways, we can spend
this month fruitfully in her com-
pany. Let us also encourage our
people to come closer to our
Blessed Mother by inculcating
various Marian devotions|

With my prayers and blessings,

Yours in Christ Jesus,

T EN .

+ George Rajendran SCB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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CLASS 12 RESULTS
NAME APPEARED | PASSED | HIGHEST

Alphonsa, Nagercoil 268 268 578
Sacred Heart, Padanthalumoodu 97 a7 556
st. Joseph’s Matric, Panpoli MCBS 59 93 545
APIM HSS, Soosaipuram a0 7 | 559
St. Mary's, Kaliyal Ci| 194 191 565
Carmel Matha, Kanyakumari CMC 30 30 487
Holy Family, Mukkootukal 67 67 535
Sacred Hear HSS, Kazhuvanthittai 26 26 521
St. Michael Matric, Kattathurai 54 54 539
Carmel lyothi Matric, Colachal 35 35 AB6

CLASS 10 RESULTS
lohn Paul Il Kulasekaram - SABS 43 48 482
5t. Alphonsa, Magercoil 225 225 4594
st Michael's, Kattathurai - FCC 73 73 480

Een ST
26| Ga tos”



Jaya Matha, Christurajapuram 36 56 474
Sacred Heart, Padanthalumoodu 150 130 479
APIM HS5, Soosaipuram 113 111 484
5t. loeph's Schoaol, Panpoli -MCBS 113 113 485
Carmel Matha, Kanyakumari-CMC 77 77 430
Carmel Jyothi, Colechal - CMC 69 63 a74
Mount Carmel, Muzhucode - CMC 55 55 arg
Miar M. Kavukatt, Varuthattu 44 44 449
5t. James High School, Mankarai a9 69 469
Holy Family, Mukkootukal 52 51 440
St Joseph's Pilankalai -CMI 34 33 447
St. Mary's, Kaliyal - CMI 133 121 467
St Thomas, Netta - CWI 25 23 430
Holy Family H5 Arukany 30 30 377
Sacred Hear H55, Kazhuvanthittai 42 42 482
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BISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS MAY 2019

oate | pay | TIME | EVENTS
1-18 | Wed- Sat | England, Ireland and Abu Dhabi
18 | Sun - == Trivandrum=> Thuckalay
10.30am | Karode : Marriage Holy Qurbana
20 | Mon
LR B Karnarap Napar - Blessing of CHF Converit
21 |Tue 10.00 am | Thoothur : ACH Trust Anniversary
06.00 pm | Shenkottai: Blessing of Mr. Shiju’s House
ol e 09.30am | Bishop's House : Eparchial Curia Meeting
04.00 pm | Reethapuram : House Blessing
23 ki 09.30 am | Sangamam : Eparchial Priests’ Conference
05.00 pm | Mezhacode : Silver Jubilee Holy Qurbana
10.00 am Urampu: Marriage of Mr. Berlin from Athen-
code
24 | Fri Sy :
0600 Bishop's House : Blessing of Renovated
Lo pm Chapel
25 |Sat - Bishop's House
6 CORRll 1100 _Chrmtura;apuram: Vincent de Paul CC meest-
: ing
01.00 pm | Kalluvilai : Angels’ Mest
27 (Mon | 10.30 am | Thuckalay CMC : Declaration as Province
28 |Tue | 02.30pm | Marthandam : Blessing of SABS Convent |
o Vattaikottai : Silver Jubilee of 5. Mary's
23 |Wed Health center
06.00 pm | Bishop's House : Feast & Jubilee Gathering
30 |Thu - Bishop's House
31 (Fri - Bishop's House
Fr.Sajan Mettaponghu,
Bishop's Secretary.
42 B i"‘j]-‘:"j
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