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Dears,

In the month of September,
we celebrate one of the import-
ant feasts of Blessed Virgin Mary.
The Nativity of Mother Mary falls
on & September. The Gospel writ-
ers have not transmitted to us
anything about the birth of Virgin
Mary. Their attentfion s completely
certred on the mystery of Christ
and kis salvific mission. The only
documented source that we have
is the Proto-evangelium of James,
an apocryphal  gospel  written
towards the end of the second
century. From the Proto-evangeli-
ur of lames {5:2), we learn about
the birth of Mary and the names of
Mary's parents, namely, loachim
and Ann. It also speaks about the
traditfion that the couple was child-
less until an angel appeared to Ann
anid told her that she would corn-
ceive. Though the work has no his-
torical value, it reflects a long held
belief in the eastern and western
Churches.

Origin of the Feast

The origin of the Feast is to be
sought in Palestine. It goes back
to the consecration of a church in
Jerusalem, which tradition iden-
tifies as the present Basilics of St
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Ann. In Rome, the Feast began to
be kept towards the end of the 7th
century. Gradually, it spread to the
other parts of the Western Church.
From the 13th century onwards,
the celebration assumed notable
importance and it became a Solem-
nity with an Octave and a \Vigil. The
Octave |5 celebrated as fast. The
tradifional date of the feast, 8 Sep-
tember, falls exactly nine months
after the feast of the Immaculate
Conception of Mary.
Importance of the Feast

In the caseof Saints, the Church
commemorates their  birthdays
on the days of their return to the
Lord. However, in the cases of 5t
John the Baptist and Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Church also celebrates
the days of their earthly birth. The
reason for this is not because of the
greatness or the privileges of the
persons involved but because of
the singular mission that they un-
dertook in the History of Salvation.
The birth of the Blessed Virgin is to
ke considerad - like that of 5t John
the Baptist - in direct relationship
with the coming of the Saviour into
the world. Thus, the birth and ex-
istence of Mary take on a new sig-
nificance that transcends her own



person. It is explained solely in the
context of the History of Salvaton.
Mary's birth lies at the confluence
of two Testaments - bringing to an
end the stage of expectation and
thie promises, and Inaugurating the
new times of grace and salvation in
lesus Christ,

Mary, the Daughter of Zion and
ideal personification of lsrael, is the
last and worthiest representative of
the People of the Old Covenant but
at the same Ome she s “the hope
and the dawn of the whole waorld.”
With her, the times are fulfilled and
a new economy |5 established (LG
55). The hirth of Mary 1s ordained
particularly towards . her mission
as Mother of the Saviour, Her ex-
istence is indissolubly connected
with that of Christ. She partakes
in the unigue plan of grace, God's
mysterious plan regarding the in-
carnation of the Word embraces
also the Virgin who is His Mother.
Iri this way, the birth of Mary is in-
serted at the very heart of the His-
tory of Salvation.

It is & fact that every human
birth is a call for new hope in the
world. This is true in @ magnificent
way in the case of Mary. If Jesus
has brought the fullness of salva-
Don, Mary is its dawn. Next to the
birth of lesus, Mary's hirth offers
greatest possible happiness to the
world, Each time we celebrate her
birth, we can confidently hope for
an increase of peace in our hearts

and in the world at large.
Eight Days of Lent

As the spiritual preparation to
the feast of the Nativity of Mary,
in our Church we have the cus-
tom of ohserving the Eftu Noyam-
bu or eight days of Lent beginning
from 1 September and ending on
5 September with special prayers
in honour of Our Lady. During this
period, we are expected 1o recite
rosaries, undertake charitable ac-
nivities, etc. This year we have spe-
cial interitions, On 13 August 2018,
an Inter-Eparchial meeting was
held at Pala in order to discuss the
pastoral coordination of various
departmenis among the Eparchies
which come under the Archdio-
cese of Changanacherry. Archbish-
op, Bishops and representabive
from the four Eparchies, namely,
Changanacherry, Kanjirapally, Pala
and Thuckalay, participated in this
meeting. During the ‘meeting, it
was decided to celebrate the eight
days of Lent for two major inten-
fions: to pray for the State of Kerala
where our brothers and sisters are
suffering due to the great deluge
and to pray for the Church in India,
which is going through great suffer-
ings due to the rising fundamental-
s and intolerance.

| request you, dear Fathers, 1o
instruct all our faithful to focus on
the spiritual renewal of the Church
both at the personal level and at
the parish level. At the parish leyw-
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el, | reguest you, to conduct ado-
rations, recitation of rosaries, and
Holy Qurbana during these days.
Kinidly instruct the faithful to have
daily meditation of the Word of
God, to make & good Confession,
to participate daily in the Holy Qur-
bana, to have some devobions to
Maother Mary, to engage in chari-
table actvities, to undertake fast-
ing and to practise some forms of
penance. | suggest that these eight
days be spend just as we spend the
days of major Lenten season, The
Eparchy has glven concrete direc-
tons as to how to coordinate the
eight days of Lent at parish level
below.
Heavy Floods in Kerala and Thuck-
alay's Response

The State of Kerala is facing the
region’s worst deluge of the cen-
tury. | was happy that our Eparchy
was able to participate and share
in thie sufferings of our brethren by
offering our unending prayers and
providing relief materials in the
garly stages of the floods. The tor-
rential rains accompanied by flood-
ing and landslides, caused loss of
lives, displacement of people and
extensive damages to houses and
property. Over 400 people lost
their lives, mare than 7.8 lakh peo-
ple lived in relief camps, more than
10,000 houses were washed away
and arpund 30,000 houses were
partly damaged. Many areas in
Kerala continued to receive heawy
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downpour for many days hamper-
ing rescue works.

Amaong the victims, we have the
families and relatives of priests,
nuns and brothers working in our
Eparchy. | thank whaole heartedly,
all of you, dear Fathers, for your
prayers and generous contribu-
tions 1o support the victims of
floods. On 12 and 19 August 2018,
at Eparchial level, we collected the
Sunday offerings. Our schools and
institutions have generously come
forward to support the cause,
Again on 19 and 20 August we were
able 1o collect various arficles such
as food, clothing, stationery items,
fruits, wvegetables, bakery items,
ate. | could feel the actve and gen-
erpus participation of Eparchial
community - priests, nuns, broth-
ers, members of pious associations,
departments, School children, etc,
in providing materials for the peo-
ple of Kerala. We sent all these ma-
terials to parts of ldukki, Changa-
nacherry and Kuttanad, | was able
to witness the genuine love that
our people exhibited during these
days. Even a one-rupee coin that
was collected became valuable. |
appreciate all the inidatves that
the priests, nuns and the faithful
took in order to help Kerala in this
moment of crisis. Let us continue
to offer our prayers and services to
the victims of flood.

& similar situation we experi-
enced in Kanyakumari district Too.



Due o heawy rainfall, all the reser-
vair dams were opened and some
of the villages and towns were in-
undated. Many homes in Munchi-
rai and Varuthattu areas were af-
fected.

The Challenges of Indian Church

The Church is facing various
kinds of persecutions and attacks in
different parts of the country. We
should be aware of these attacks
especially when it happens through
the social media. Social media is a
gift of God but the filthy and un-
holy way of using it destroys social
harmony and respect. People in a
large numbers misuse the freedom

of expression through the social
media disregarding the sensibili-
tes of others, The recent scandals
invalving priests have shaken the
faith of many people. All thase who
are culpable need 1o be punished
under the law of the land. Unfortu-
rately, in the social media, instead
of focusing on specific issues, some
are attacking the whole insttution.
It could be part of a hidden agenda
to tarnish the image of Christanity.

| suggest that during the eight
days of Lent, let us keep the follow-
ing spiritual practices and pray for
the twin intentions that we have
proposed,

* From 1-6 September let the parishes organize rosary services, ben-

ediction and Holy Qurbana.

* (On 7 September, the parishes can have a long period of adoration.
This could be followed by rosary and Holy Qurbana.
= (On 8 September, let us celebrate the birthday of Bless Virgin with

due solemnity.

May our Blessed Mother inter-
cede for the suffering people of
Kerala and for the Church in Indial
CONCLUSION

During the month of August, we
had come together as fellow work-
ers of the Eparchy 1o celebrate the
St lohn Maria Vianney Day. This
celebration gave us an opportunity
to recall our own Priesthood and 1o
resolve to live it like St John Maria
Vianney in administering the sacra-
ment especially the sacrament of
reconciliation. Let us make use of
occasions such as Feasts of patron

Saints of our parishes to boost the
faith of our people. The Nativity of
the Virgin Mary Is a wonderful op-
portunity for 7t. Let us prepare our
people well and celebrate it mean-
ingfully. Kindly keep the mission of
the Church and the needs of our
Eparchy in your daily prayers.

With my prayers and blessings,

“E[fip—‘lfw-{g ~

TGeorge Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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BISHOP'S ENGAGENMD S SEPTEMEER 2013

DAT | DAY | TIME EVENTS
1 Zat 10.0G am Blshop Houze: Meeting of Mission group
2 Sun Thekkskem, et
3 | Mon: [OE08pm Coizthat Hely Qurbsna 3t CMC.convent
= TuE 08.00 om Litzsekasm: Holy Qurbans
5 Li 05.30 pra Thuckalay: 5t Mary's Holy Durbzna
B TRy |-05:08pm £3fyal: Fests| day Holy Qurozns
) Fri  [FORDDjOBDOpm | waHzwilsi- Vespersat St Many's Church | Kslleviiss: Night wigl
B st 05.00 pra Cheenlvilzl: Feast dey Holy Qurbane »» Emakulam
2 Sum 11.0G3am Ermakulam: WiarriEge QurcEns B Changenasssry
i | son | 1100am 73 ppadu: Marrisge Qurbnans > Thuckalay
11 | e EBI" LB30pm | Curiz Mesdng| Methacods: Holy Qurtans =t FCC Frayer Bhavan
12| wed | 2030{0600pM: | Anayaci: Mernage Qurtans| Visit to Minor Seminary
15194 | Thu 09.30 am Ongolng Formation for Junior Priests| Srizsts Conference
i= | ==t 11.00 am Chengznzchermy, veroon: Marrisge Quroens == Shankoost
. 07.00 am Puliyaral: Holy Qurbens and mesting Fathers and sistars:
= =7 05.00 pm i |iyoar: Blessingand naugurston of Deva-Matha Germent Unt
17 | mton [DE00GH Fadanthalumooda: Holy Gurbana =t 505 convent
18 | Tue 06,00 pm Marappady: Holy Qurbane st 5H convent
18 | wed | 0600 pm Annikaral: Holy Qurbana at ASNI convent
0 | Thu 05.00 pra sithenlkudiyiruppu: Holy Qurbara st EMC convent
) 02.00 pin SEngamam: Youth Leaders meet
M 0630 pm Pangvilal: Kodivettu and biessing
22 | sat 0900 am == Thrlssur
23 | Sun 1000 am Thrizsur: Bapticm Qurbena
2575 | Mon Blshop Holiss
26 | Wed |B30jESSpY | CurlaMestdng| Melslcods: Feast day Haoly Ourbana
27 | Thu  |DS.00pm aaniksral: Feast day Holy Qurbane
2B | Frl 05.00 prm Thettllak: Feast day Holy Qurbana
; 10.00 Fm Religious Sangamam at Pllankalsl
- 05.00.prn mManjzlumoodu: Festal Holy Qurbane
10.00 am Festal Qurbana at Kattathufal
3a Sumi 3
05.00 prm Anntsl Fetrest begins (30th —Sth Dot 2018)
Fr. Shaji Puthenpurackal| Office Secretary
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Flood Relief to Kerala,
20.08.2018

CATECHISM Seminar - Manjalumoodu Forane
26.08.2018




