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Ref. No. Priests/GR/179/2026 28 February 2026
Dear Readers,

Greetings from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

As we enter the month of March and draw near to the solemn
celebration of the Paschal Mysteries of our Lord Jesus Christ, I write
to you with a heart full of gratitude and pastoral affection.

With joy and heartfelt gratitude to God, on Tuesday, 17 February
2026, the Foundation Stone of our St Joseph Cathedral Church was
solemnly blessed and laid at Soosaipuram. We begin this sacred
construction not with an abundance of material resources but with
an abundance of faith, trusting entirely in Divine Providence. As
the Psalmist reminds us, “Unless the Lord builds the house, those
who build 1t labour in vain™ (Ps 127:1). It 1s God who wills this
Cathedral, and it 1s God who will bring it to completion through our
prayers, generosity, and willing co-operation. I invite each of you to
make this project known to your faithful, to encourage their spiritual
and matenal contributions, and to unite your prayers with ours so
that this House of God may rise as a lasting sign of our Eparchy’s
living faith.

Site preparations are presently in progress at Soosaipuram. The
construction of the cathedral is scheduled to commence on March
19th, coinciding with the Feast of St. Joseph. I am grateful for your
help. The 'One Day’s Salary' collection for the Cathedral was a huge
success because of your leadership. This shows the true spirit and
love of our community. Thank you.

St Joseph: Patron, Protector, and Mirror of the Priestly Heart

March holds a special place for St Joseph, whose Solemnity we
celebrate on the 19th. Yet St Joseph is not merely a date on our
liturgical calendar — he is the Patron of the Universal Church, the
silent guardian of the Body of Christ, and, in a most personal way,
the model and companion of every priest. Pope Francis beautifully
described him as “the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet, and

hidden presence,” yet one who played “an incomparable role in the
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history of salvation.” In this description, we recognise something
of our own priestly calling. The Holy Scriptures, though sparing
in words about St Joseph, paint a portrait of extraordinary virtue
through his actions alone. Not a single word of his is recorded in the
Gospels, yet his life speaks volumes about faith, obedience, courage,
and selfless love. It is in this wordless eloquence that the priest finds
his deepest vocation reflected.

Humble Obedience: St Joseph’s foremost virtue was his prompt
and unconditional obedience to God’s will. St Matthew records four
divine interventions in his life, each demanding an immediate and
costly response. “When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel
of the Lord commanded him” (Mt 1:24). This phrase, repeated in
various forms throughout the narrative, reveals a man who never
questioned, delayed, or negotiated with God. When commanded to
flee to Egypt, leaving his livelihood and security, he “rose and took
the child and his mother by night” (Mt 2:14) — unhesitatingly, in the
darkness. Each act of obedience required surrender: of his reputation,
his plans, his comfort, and his security. For the priest, this quality is
not merely admirable — it is constitutive. The priest is a man under
obedience: to the Gospel, to the Church, to his bishop, and to the
pastoral needs of his people. How often, like Joseph, are we called
to respond promptly when the hour is inconvenient, the directive
unexpected, and the cost real? St Joseph teaches us that authentic
priestly obedience flows not from the suppression of the will but
from its transformation — from a will that has learnt, through prayer
and surrender, to trust utterly in God’s Providence even when it
cannot see the full picture.

Faithful Guardianship. St Joseph was entrusted with the two
greatest treasures of heaven — Jesus and Mary. His primary mission
was to protect, provide for, and create the conditions in which the
Son of God could grow, be formed, and fulfil His salvific mission.
He shielded the Holy Family from danger, secured their safety in
Egypt, guided their return to Nazareth, and maintained the sacred
order of the household of Nazareth. Every priest has been given an
analogous charge. The faithful entrusted to him are not his audience
but his family — souls whom the Father has placed under his pastoral
care. Like Joseph, the priest is called to protect them: to guard the
integrity of their faith, shield them from errors that threaten the life
of grace, and create within the parish community a sanctuary where
Christ can truly dwell. saaiigd
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Custodian of Sacred Tradition. St Joseph was also the guardian of
Israel’s sacred traditions. He brought the child Jesus to be presented
in the Temple, observed the prescriptions of the Law with faithful
devotion, and led the Holy Family on the annual pilgrimage to
Jerusalem for the Passover. He did not reinvent the faith he had
received — he transmitted it with reverence and love. In this, he
1s a perfect icon of what the priest 1s called to be in relation to the
Church’s liturgical and sacramental life. The priest does not possess
the liturgy as something personal; he receives it from the Church,
celebrates it with devotion, and hands it on faithfully to those in
his care. Every Mass offered with reverence, every sacrament
celebrated with integrity, and every liturgical tradition preserved and
lovingly taught — all of this is the priestly echo of Joseph’s faithful
custodianship of Israel’s holy heritage.

Righteous Mercy. There is yet another dimension of St Joseph’s
greatness that speaks powerfully to the priest: his righteous mercy.
When faced with a situation he could not understand, St Joseph
refused the path of harsh judgment. Though the Law permitted him
to expose Mary, he, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly (Mt 1:19). His righteousness
was not the cold application of a rule but the warm exercise of love.
Dear Fathers, how often do our faithful come to us precisely in
moments of shame, confusion, and vulnerability? The priest who
has contemplated St Joseph knows that justice and mercy are not
opposites — they are the two hands of the one pastoral heart. We
are called to protect the dignity of every person who crosses the
threshold of the confessional, the sacristy, or the presbytery, offering
them not condemnation but the possibility of redemption.
Contemplative Silence. Perhaps St Joseph’s most arresting
characteristic is his silence. In a world that prizes noise, self-
promotion, and constant communication, his wordless witness
challenges us profoundly. He received God’s messages in dreams, in
the silence of the night, when the world was still, and his heart was
attentive. His entire life was one of contemplative action — working
with his hands while pondering divine mysteries in his heart. Living
with the Incarnate Word Himself, St Joseph maintained a reverent
interior stillness, allowing the Word to teach, transform, and work
through him. His silence was not emptiness but fullness — filled with
wonder, adoration, trust, and love. “Be still and know that I am God”
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(Ps 46:10) was St Joseph’s daily practice. For the priest, this quality
is of immense importance. We live in an age of relentless activity,
when the pressure to produce, speak, and be seen can quietly hollow
out the priestly heart. St Joseph reminds us that our words must flow
from silence, our actions must be rooted in contemplation, and that
the most transformative ministry often happens not in the pulpit but
in the quiet of prayer, when we allow God to form us before He
sends us to form others.

The Fruitfulness of Hiddenness. St Joseph performed no public
miracles, left no writings, and preached no sermons. Yet he fulfilled
the most essential mission — raising the Saviour of the world.
The carpenter’s workshop in Nazareth was his pulpit; his daily
faithfulness was his eloquence. In our age that prizes visibility and
measurable impact, St Joseph stands as a quiet rebuke and a quiet
consolation. The priest who celebrates Mass faithfully before a small
congregation, visits the sick without fanfare, spends long hours in
the confessional, and prepares his homilies with care for people who
may never offer a word of thanks — this priest is living the vocation
of Joseph. His reward is not in human recognition, but in the words
he will one day hear: “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Mt
25:21).

The Great Lent: An Exhortation to Deeper Conversion

“Return to me with your whole heart, with fasting and weeping and
mourning” (Joel 2:12). As we cross the threshold of Great Lent,
the Church calls us once again to the threefold discipline of prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving — not as burdens imposed from without but
as graces offered to those who hunger for God. I exhort you, dear
Fathers, to enter this season with renewed personal fervour, for only
the priest who thirsts for God can truly lead his faithful to the springs
of living water.

Let your prayer deepen during these fifty days: lengthen your time
before the Blessed Sacrament, pray the Stations of the Cross with
your communities, celebrate the Liturgy of the Hours with greater
faithfulness, and encourage your people to frequent the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Let your fasting be genuine — a discipline that truly
costs something and opens the heart to solidarity with the poor. And
let your almsgiving be generous, teaching your faithful by example
that our possessions are not our own but held in trust for those in

need. Above all, dear Fathers, be available, patient, and IHEE%L&JA
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during this season. Provide ample opportunities for Confession and
be the face of the Father who runs to meet the returning son. This is
our Lenten mission as priests — not merely to observe the season
but to become, ever more deeply, ministers of the mercy that alone
can transform the human heart.

I commend each of you to the loving intercession of St Joseph. May
he, who was silent yet faithful, hidden yet indispensable, teach us the
beauty of a priesthood wholly given to God and to those entrusted to
our care! May this Lent bring each of us — and the whole Eparchy
of Thuckalay — ever closer to the Risen Lord we serve!

CONCLUSION

We are approaching the end of the academic year. Soon, our students
will begin their examinations. The holiday season will then ensue.
Letus help our children in whatever way possible to end the academic
year on a happy note. I am sure you will plan some programmes, in
addition to the ones the Eparchy has planned, during the holidays to
keep our young boys and girls usefully occupied.

As we have already noted, we are preparing for the great solemnity
of the Resurrection. On the 29th of this month, we will enter Holy
Week with the celebration of Palm Sunday. For us believers, death
precedes resurrection. Our bodies will undoubtedly perish, but
our faith affirms that we will participate in the resurrection of our
Saviour. St Paul declares, “All of us who were baptised into Christ
Jesus were baptised into his death” (Rom 6:3). Even while living in
our bodies, we are called to die. As disciples of the Lord, we are to
take up our daily cross (Lk 9:23). Our former selves will be crucified
with the Lord (Rom 6:6). We must live as if we have died to sin
(Rom 6:2).

Assuring you of my prayers and fraternal closeness, 1 remain united
with you in priestly charity.

Yours devotedly in Christ and St Joseph,

T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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FR. JOSE MUTTATHUPADOM 19
FR. AJIN JOSE 19
FR. AJIN C JOSEPH 19
FR. DENCY MUNDUNADACKAL 19
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MONTHLY AGENDA - MARCH 2026

DATE \ DAY

Sun

‘ EVENTS

VC: Vocation Promotor Visit — Kalival Forane
CAT: BTCT

SMYM: Arukani Forane Unit Visit

STI: Class

- SVP: CC Meeting

Mon

Forane Vicars Mecting

Wed

VC: Lenten Vocation Recollection for Aspirants
(Diocesan Level)

Fri

FA: Marriage Preparation course

Sat

Sun

VC: Lenten Vocation Recollection for Aspirants
(Diocesan Level)

FA: Marriage Preparation course

KKSSS: Women'’s Day Celebration

URM: Thuckalay-Pilankalai Forane Animators &
Organizers Meeting

CAT: BTCT

SMYM: Arukani Forane Unit Visit & Frane
Gathering

MIG: Core Committee Meeting

SVP: AC Meeting

Forane Priests” Conference

Thu

St. Alphonsa College, College Day

14

Fri

Sat

St. Alphonsa College. Graduation Day

MJ: Retreat for Mothers

CRI: Monthly Recollection

MIG: Online Way of the Cross

TM: Bible convention at Vanchinagar

PC: Reels Competition for Youth and Catechism
Students

15

Sun

CAT: BTCT CAT: Second Semester Examination
(Pre Kg - std IX) at Parishes STI: Class EIRD:
 Christian Unity Retreat

&5, 0 [0 4fF
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16 Mon FA: Doctor’s Visit
20 Fri MS: Lenten Retreat
21 Sat KKSSS: Career Guidance
URM: Diocesan Level Lenten Retreat for
Uraviyam Leaders at Sinai
22 Sun SMYM: Animators Meet
STI: Class
- SVP: Lenten Retreat
24 Tue HC: Free Medical Camp
»8 Sat SINALI: Retreat in preparation for Easter
MJ: Drama Competition
Palm Sunday
29 Sun KII: Forane Level Monthly Activity
~ SMYM: Taize Prayer
30 M Vestition and Minor Orders @ Minor Seminary,
% | Mukkoottukal
31 Tue Diaconate Ordination @ Manjalumoodu

BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS - MARCH - 2026

FR. JOSE MUTTATHUPADAM. PROTOSYNCELLUS

FR. JOSEPH SANTHOSH 03
FR. JIJ PUTHENPURACKAL 05
FR. MATHEW THEKKEKUTT 15
FR. THOMAS POWATHUPARAMPIL 15
FR ISAAC KURICHIEL 16
FR. GEORGE KALANGARA SDB 18
FR. THOMAS SATHIANESAN 20
FR. ANTONY MAHESH 28

4% i 01
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - MARCH 2026

DATE | DAY | mE EVENTS
1 Sun Mukkadal: Prayer Day
Bishop’s House: Forane Vicars
2 Mon 09.00 am Meeting
3 Tue Changanacherry
4 Wed Changanacherry | Kottayam:
Kottayam: Seminary visit| Palai
> Thu >> Kanjirappally
6 Fri Kothamangalam >> Aluva
7 Sat Aluva: Seminary Visit >>
Ernakulam >> Angamaly
Irinjalakuda >> Thrissur:
8 A Seminary visit
) Mon Thrissur
10 Tue >> Thuckalay
Bishop’s House: Finance
- Wed AU Council Meeting
09 00 am | Soosaipuram: St. Alphonsa
College Day
N the Paruthivilai: Santhi Nil
aruthivilai: Santhi Nilayam
05.00 pm | Appyal Day
4 : Soosaipuram: College
13 £ 10.0iam Graduation Day. >> Viluppuram
14 Sat 10.00 am Viluppuram: Death Anniversary
| Holy Qurbana
15 Sun Pondicherry: Holy Qurbana
16 Mon Pondicherry >> Thuckalay
: Palappallam: Jyothi Nilayam
7 e 05.00 pm | ool Annual Day.
’ Kazhuvanthittai: Nambikai
3 Wed | 05.00 pm Aalayam School Annual Day.

&5, 0 [0 4fF
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07.00 am | Soosaipuram: St. Joseph Feast ay
19 Thu Holy Qurbana
05.30 pm | Kurusumala: Holy Qurbana
20-23 Fri-Mon Indore >> Bopal>> Ujjain
24 Tue 04.30 pm Eg;i?ll% :a }Ifamnal [llam School
25 Wed Bishop’s House: Curia meeting
Virudhunagar: Baptism&
26 Thn 06.30 Pm | Chrismation >> Idukki
; Idukki: Diocese’ Lenten
&l Fri | 09.00am | pijgrimage
73 Sat 11.00 am Eg?glgxi};arifeath Anniversary
Fathimapuram: Palm Sunday
23 _ Bl _ ‘Holy Qurbana
30 Mo 07.00 am ﬂ:ﬂg Sf{f{glrrslaw: Vestition &
. Manjalumoodu: Diaconate
3] Tue 5.00 pm Ordijnation

FR. SUNILANTONY, SECRETARY TO BISHOP
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Priests ongoing formation programme at
Sangamam




Holy Qurbana and blessing at Sinai Retreat Center
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