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Dear Readers,

Lent 1s a time for change This season calls us to reflect on
transformational change so that we can celebrate Easter
meaningfully Spring time 1s ush with rebirth. new beginnings.
and new growth. Too often, however, we want to race to the
Easter Resurrection without fully embracing the Lenten process
that leads there Lent reflects the days and the nights that Jesus
wandered 1 the wilderness - tempted by Satan - 1n readiness for
a ministry destined to end in tragedy. Few of us can relate to the
level of sacrifice and commutment that Jesus displayed 1n his
forty days, vet Lent provides us with an opporfunity to deepen
our spirtfuality by engagmng in regular discipline from Ash
Wednesday through Easter Sunday. The wilderness - the desert
days of Lent - 1s the true path toward spiritual transformation.

There 15 a compelling metaphor that helps us embrace the
wilderness and prevents us from racmng to Easter It 1s the
metaphor of the seed. Jesus began his teaching mmistry with the
parable of the sower (Mk 4: 1-20) and referred to seeds and frees.
frurt and branches, throughout his mimstry. To see the image of
Christian growth and spirttual development contained 1n a seed 13
to learn valuable lessons about change and transformation Let us
examine them and make these lessons our own during this season
of Lent so that we may grow spirttually and help our people to
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spend the season of Lent well.

Seeds Need a Rich Environment- A seed that lacks appropriate
so1l may sprout. but will quickly wither and die. Even in the best
so1l, without water and nutrients, growth wall be linmted. Without
sun and cultivation plants will decay and spoil. Seeds require a
rich, healthy environment m which to grow. This applies to the
environment in which we grow as his priests. There must be an
ongoing flow of comfort and security. challenge and insprration.
learning and service. Without such an environment. discipleship
growth 1s stunted. stagnant. or worse., dead. We create an
environment for our spiritual formation through prayer, study.
worship, fellowship, and service.

Seeds Cannot Be Rushed: When seeds do not sprout. take root.
and grow, try yelling at them. Of course, that 1s a preposterous
tdea. No one would ever think that they could somehow rush the
normal growing process. Seeds require the amount of time that
they require. In God’s plan, the time things take 1s the night time.
People, however, get impatient. Qur culture puts pressure on us to
rush through everything. We live 1n an age of instant gratification.
Seeds teach us that we need to learn to wait, to develop patience.
Priestly formation 1s a process of seedlike growth. Patience is the
key mgredient to transformational growth.

All Seeds Grow at Different Paces: Plant a package of seeds.
and immediately you see diversity in the rate of growth. Some
sprout almost immediately and begin a steady rate of growth.
Late sprouters often become early bloomers. Some normal
beginners end up stunted and sickly. Growth 1s rarely even. and 1t
1s often chaotic. Nothing we do will change this diversity. Where
seeds are concerned. we are comfortable with different rates of
development. This 15 not always true with our attitudes about
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Christian believers. We often adopt a “cookie-cutter’ approach to
disciple making that makes some seem advanced, while others
lag behind. The seed teaches us that to mature 1n different ways at
different times is the only true normal

Change Happens in Stages: Examine any plant as it grows from
seed to maturtty. and you will find that 1t 15 hard to beheve
you are looking at the same plant While the growth follows a
smooth process, it proceeds through distinct stages. These stages
are marked by umique characteristics and are a measure for the
relative health and well-being of the plant at any given time Our
spiritual development progresses through stages as well. Belief
and mquiry deepen to devotion and discipleship. Learning and
following evolve mto teaching and leading. Growth within the
community of faith matures to a life of service in the world. We
move through ages and stages of faith development as we grow
from seed to sapling to fruit-bearing tree.

Seeds Contain the Past and the Future: Each seed 1s the product
of previous generations and contams within 1t all the genetic code
for the future. Seeds are filled with the mformation that yields
transformation. Each generation builds upon the last and lays
the foundation for the next generation The Word of God is the
information we contain - passed down throughout the ages and
preserved mn us for the future - that holds the power to transform
us. When we give ourselves time to grow, we unleash the God-
given power to become mature priests after the heart of Christ.

Seeds Have a Purpose Larger Than Themselves: Growth 15 not the
purpose of a sead. but a means to an end. Unless seeds mive rise to
new seeds, they fail to fulfil their purpose. Transformation never
happens for its own sake. Change happens to lead uvs to a new
place. Growth occurs that we might not only know more, but that
we might do more. Seeds are judged, ultimately. on the frut that
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they bear. We may never content themselves with growing in their
knowledge and love of God. Growth that fails to lead to a change
in behaviour 1s cancerous. not healthy. We grow for a reason. and
that reason 1s something much larger than any individual’s neads.

The lessons of the seed help us see Lent. not as a time of sacrifice
and denial but as a time of preparation and anticipation -
preparation for the work to which God calls us and anticipation
of the fullness of life that God promises. Let us spend these days
of fasting. prayer and almsgiving to grow m our priestly identity
and to minister to the faithful who are under our care with greater
commitment and enthusiasm!

We have entered the holy season of Lent with the reception of
ashes on 28 February 2022. The season 1s marked by prayer.
fasting and almsgiving. Echoing the importance of these Lenten
disciplines. in his message for Lent. Pope Francis calls the Lenten
season a favourable time for personal and communitarian renewal.
He also invites us to pray for the suffering people of Ukraine.
It 15 also a time set apart for deeper dialogue with God through
prayer. for renewed gratitude for God’s mercy and for mncreased
compassion for people whose lives are under attack. We must not
only show generosity through charitable giving. but they should
also work for a real structural change to today's economic life.
Let us become nstruments of these changes m a world that 1s torn
apart by violence, hatred and disunity. I wish all of you a happy
and fruitful season of Lent.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

X r"’__il&:ﬂ-:-

+ Georzge Rajendran SDB

Bishop of Thuckalay
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS March 2022

|

| DAT DAY TIME E‘JENTS
1 Tue 03.00 pm  Bishops House: Consulters meeting |
2 Wed 02.00 pm Brshop s House == Madurai
Madurai: TNBC hleehng‘}}
3 Thu 07.00 am Thuckalay
4 Fnd 0300pm  Athencode: Dn Mahesh's family visit
- 10.00 am Bishop's House: Visttors from
3 Sat 5
1130 am Commbatore ,
6 Sun Bishop's House
Bishop's House: MM Mother General's
1230 pm o
7T Mon Visit
02.00
e Meeting with Eev. Fathers
Soosatpuram: Women's day Celebration |
0930 am atAlphonsa College
& Tue 11.00 am  Padanthalumoodu: MM Convent Chap-
02.00 pm el BIESSL'ELE
KKS55S: Women's Day Celebration
Curia Meeting (a.dmmsu}n to |
7 “Wed (00 e diaconate, Vestition and minor orders) | I
1100 am  ~B3355: Scholarship meeting
10 Thu Mukkoottukal: Minor Seminary Vis- |
Lol Meeting with the Regency Brothers |
) Online: Minor Semmnary Home Day and
11 Fn 0630 pm p < Meet |
12. Sat 06.00 pm  Tenkasi Mission visit
Padanthalumoodu: Vincent De Paul
i
= 02.00 pm CC Silver Jubilee Inauguration
14 Mon 11.00am  Kanjrapally: Dn Josemon's family visit
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DAT DAY TIME EVENTS

15 Tue 09,30 am Ra_llurﬂajl: Priests Monthly

recollection

09.30 am Curia Meeting
16 Wed 12.30 Meeting with Deacons [Homily Exam
VP for Deacons

17 Thu Meeting with Rev. Fathers
18 Fn Meeting with Rev. Fathers
19 Sat (4 00 pm Trivandrum: Episcopal Ordination
20 Sun 08.30 am Cheenmilarr Holy Qurbana

Sangamam: Health awareness Semi-
2 i : i
21 Mon 1000 am par (On Artemisia)
22- Tue- - - )
%6  Sat Meeting with Rev: Fathers
27 Sun 0700am  Anjugramam: Holy Qurbana
28 Mon Meeting with Rev. Fathers
29 Tue Meeting with Rev. Fathers
30 Wed Meeting with Rev: Fathers
31 Thu 0430pm  Kurusumala: Holy Qurbana

EpgumE
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Rev. Fr. Robin Jose, Bishop’s Secretary




SABS Tamil
Nadu Province
Declaration @
Soosaipuram,
2022, Feb. 6.

* {siters ol fhe Aslorsitls

_1; J'_ _n-dn rion

Fr. Philip Kodianthara, Death Anniversary  Visit to Mar Joseph Powathil, Episcopal
@ Kayalpuram, 2022, Feb. 9 Golden Jubilee, 2022, Feb. 9

Ash Monday Holy
Mass @ Pallikonam,
2022, Feb. 28




Uraviya Anniversary @ Thackalivilai, 2022, Feb. 27

Consecration, St. Mother
Theresa Church, Kalluvilai,
27.02.2022
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