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REE. NO. PRIESTS/CR/115/2020
30 November 2020
Diear Eeaders,
Greetings and prayerful wishes Bishop's House, Thuckalay!

Since the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic our people have
endured testing tumes with courage, resilience, and compassion.
Individuals and communities have made great sacrifices for the
protection of health and life. Like many others, the Church has
endeavoured to support the people in the face of considerable
uncertamty and disruption. I owe a great debt of gratitude to
vou, dear Fathers. and to the many volunteers whose continued
dedication has ensured that our churches have remained very
safe places to gather for Mass and the Sacraments. We have
also been blessed in the commitment of our school communities
who have been supporting our voung people in verv demanding
circumstances, mncluding assisting with their Sunday catechism
classes.

Advent and Christmas are likely to be very different this year.
Advent_ as a time of patient, hopeful waiting and longing, will
have a particular resonance in these times, while the much-
needed joy of Christmas may well be tempered by the impact of
restrictions. [ encourage parish communities to explore creatively
ways in which the hope of Advent and the jov of Christmas can be
realised and safely celebrated.

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, now Pope Emeritus
Benedict XV writes in his book Seek That Whach 1z Above:
“Advent 1s concerned with that very connection between memory
and hope which 15 so necessary to man. Advent’s intention 1 to
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awaken the most profound and basic emotional memory within

us, namely, the memory of the God who became a child. This 1s

a healing memory; 1t brings hope. The purpose of the Church’s
year is continually to rehearse her great history of memories, to
awaken the heart’s memory so that 1t can discemn the star of hope.

It 15 the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us memornies of
goodness and thus to open doors of hope.™

With advent, we begin a new liturgical season and start living and
celebrating the mysteries of redemption afresh in the new vear

It 15 a special season, in which we join the fathers and prophets

of the Old Testament in waiting for the coming of the promused
Messiah It 1= a pertod of fruitful waiting for the Lord. This waiting
has a double dimension: it relives the memory of long wait for the
first coming of Jesus as an Infant born of the Virgin Marv; it 1sa

hopeful expectation of the glorious return of the Lord to judge the
living and the dead.

Waiting is one of the most profound human experiences in life: a
couple expecting a child, a student waiting for the results of an
exXamination, someone expecting the arrival of a friend or family
member after long separation. In fact, it 15 hope and expectation
that keep humans alive. The moral and spiritual strength of a
person is measured in terms of his/her hopes and expectations. In
this time of Christmas, we are expecting the incarnation of the Son
of God, the saviour of all. Our world 1s 1n need of a Saviour and as
believers, we await God's coming._ It 1s an invitation to live with

a new spirtt of hope and expectation for God's intervention in our
lives and in human history. Wish you all a fruitful advent season.

Advent tells us that the Emmanuel - God with us — has left his
divinity to enter into our humanity to raise us up to a higher place,
a higher purpose_ to transform our lives, to redirect our lives, to
turn us around, plant our feet on higher and solid ground. When we
understand the real value of Advent mm our lives, we would be led
into a much greater understanding and appreciation for Christmas;
and when we have a greater understanding and appreciation of
these two seasons, we will find ourselves 1n the place where we
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can no longer think only of cards and cribs and cakes; but move
bevond 1t to recognizing God in ourselves and especially in the
working of (od in history and the people.

In our Syro-Malabar tradition. advent 15 a season of fasting. We
fast for twenty-five days to prepare for the nativity of Our Lord.
When speaking of fasting, we need to keep in mund that, 1t 15

not an external action. It has to come from within, spread to all
our actions and raise us to the heavens. Fasting 15 not a period

of sadness; 1t 15 a period of enjoyment. It 15 a period of enjoying
heavenly bliss. It 1s a period for celebrating the Holy Qurbana and
the Lituroy of the Hours 1n the most solemn manner possible. It is
a time for being with God 1n His temple. In fasting, more than not
eating or drinking or taking part in any bodily entertainments_ 1t 1s
the spiritual entertainments that are more important, namely, the
celebration of the liturzies.

If fasting 1 the Old Testament was a sign of repentance, 1n the
New Testament 1t 1s for acquiring the divine gualities and 1s

equal to the heavenly life. Fasting 1s for punfying the heart_ It is
for humbling ourselves in the presence of God in the heavenly
kingdom We know the parable of the Pharisee and the Tax
Collector (Luke 18: 9-14). The Pharisee stood by himself and
prayed: “God, I thank vou that I am not like other people — robbers,
evildoers. adulterers - or even hike this tax collector. [ fast twice a
week and give a tenth of all I get.”™ But the tax collector stood at a
distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast
and said, "God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” We know that the
tax collector and not the Pharisee, who went home justified before
God.

Let us meanmgfully spend the twenty-five days that are at hand in
order to prepare for receiving the child Jesus. Whenever we think
of Christmas, we are reminded of the nativity scene with the stable,
the ox. the donkey, the shepherds, Mary, Joseph and on Christmas
the image of the Child Jesus. This i1s an opportunity to reflect on
the mystery of God’s love for us that we are celebrating.
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Christmas 1s about a definitive moment in fime, in human history,
when God showed that He cared for every one of us by entering
into our humanity so that He could walk with us, so that He could
live with us, so that He could lead us, carry us, lift us to that better
place. It 15 therefore not just about holidays, but rather about the
love of our God who wanted to become one with us so deeply, that
he gave up his divimity to enter into our wretched humanity. Our
greetings, therefore, as they relate to these two seasons should stay
clear of a happy holiday syndrome. Our greetings should clearly
speak of, and include the real reason for the seasons of Advent and
of Chnstmas - Jesus Christ.

As all of us are aware, Christmas - the birth of God 11 a poor
manger - 1s the most celebrated feast in this world. Christmas
offers us all an opportunity to recapture glimpses of childhood™s
sacred memories. There 15 timelessness about gazing into the crib
and coming face to face with the truth that God came down from
heaven and dwelt- among us as a helpless baby. The gospel story
tells us that at Bethlehem on a starry night the Son of God was
born. A burst of light startled the shepherds. and angels sang at
his birth_ Tt 1s the simplicity of this happening that captures the
imagination: Christmas 15 more than a story that 1s told; 1t 15 about
a birth that brings heaven right down to earth. Love came down at
Christmas. broke the sacred barrier between creature and Creator
and gave an eternal value to our lives. God has given us the gift of
reaching bevond ourselves and discovering the joy of heaven

There was nothing romantic about the first Christmas. Christ's birth
was a hard and bitter experience for Joseph and Mary, two poor
people with doors slammed in their faces. They were the picture
of poverty with netther room nor lodgings; forced to shelterin a
stable outside the entry walls, where animals gave up their manger
for the child Jesus. The Christ who was to die on Calvary outside
of Jerusalem was born outside of Bethlehem: The message 1s clear
from the very beginning that the love of God 1s available to all, but
especially the poor. the weak and the disadvantaged. The stable
15 an indication of our need to see grace and goodness in the most
deprived of people. As we kneel before the crib, we can pray for
EBlen pugzom
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the vision during this short life of ours to see things God’s way and
for the courage to act according to his will.

Christmas means something only in so far as we welcome the
Lord as he comes to us in the wonder of every human being and
as he reveals himself in the value and digmity of every person with
whom we live and work. One of the things that makes Christmas
very special 15 being remembered by friends. It 1s essentially a
famaly feast and an occasion for exchanging gifts and shanng the
warmth of our homes in the company of friends. Our hearts and our
thoughts are especially with family members who are absent and
unable to take part 1 our festivities. God's presence and love can
be experienced i healing misunderstandings, patching up quarrels
and letting bvgones be bygones. Sometimes removing bitterness
can be extremely difficult. but forgiving and forgetting will enable
us to enjoy our Christmas happiness to the full

Christmas 13 also about kindness, about giving and about the
returning of love for love. It is the time of vear when our hearts

are in the right place and when we realize it is more blessed to
give than to recetve. We become alive and sensitive to the many
needs of the poor who are erying out for our generosity and canng.
Spare a thought also for those people who find the going tough
and whose lives at this particular time are in the shadow of the
crib because of a cross or a recent death. Our joy highlights their
sadness. May vour Christmas be a holy one because 1f 1t 1s, 1t will
be a happy and joviul one.

I invite yvou, dear Fathers, to enter into these important moments —
the season of advent and the season of Chnistmas - of our Christian
living with greater commitment and devotion so that we can reap
rich spiritual benefits not only for ourselves but also the people for
whotm we have dedicated our lives.

CONCLUSION

As we begin the holv season of Advent, let our persistent prayer
be— Maranatha - Come. Lord Jesus. Let 1f rezonate m our hearns.
Advent 1s also a time for looking both backward and forward. We
EenpuLimer
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look backward as we prepare to celebrate the historical birth of
Jesus. At the same time, we look forward to the Second Coming of
Jesus as we get ourselves ready to welcome him into all the areas
of our lives during this season.

Although there will be occasions when we can personally wish one
another during this month, still let me, through this letter, wish vou,
dear Fathers, a Merry Christmas and a God-filled New Year 2021.
May you have a faith experience of the Eabe of Bethlehem as vou
prepare to celebrate Christmas! May our Blessed Mother intercede

for each one of us!

With myv prayers and blessings !

u ) SR W

+ George Rajendran SDB

Bishop of Thuckalay
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BIRTHDAYS OF REY FATHERS

BIRTH DAYS - DECEMBER - 2020
Fr. Alex Puthetiu 17
Fr. Joseph Anithottam CMI 18
Fr. Antony Jose 18
Fr. Matheus Robert 26
Fr. Rony Peedikakal MCBS 26

FEAST DAYS OF REY FATHERS

FEAST DAY - DECEMBER - 2020
Fr. Abilash Xavier Raj 5. 03
Fr. loshy Kulathumkal 27
Fr. John Thekkel 27
Fr. Subin Puthenpurackal 27
Fr. John loseph 27
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BISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS DECEMBER 2020

DAY
Tue

TIME
10.00
am
04.00

pm

EVENTS

Kalluvilai: Priests’ Adoration

Curia meeting

Wed

06.00
pm

Pallikkonam: Visit and Holy Qurbana

Thu

05.30
am

Sangamam: Pastoral Council meeting

Fri

10.00
am
02.00
pm

Thirunelveli: Trust meeting

Nanguneri: [M] farm meeting

Bshu n's House: E

o with p EStS

Mon

04.00
pm
0600
pm

Kottar: Meeting at Bishop's House
Mankarai: Parish visit

Tue

06.00
pm

Pilankarai: Parish visit

Wed

02.00

06.00
pm

Curia Meeting
Killivoor: Parish visit and Holy Qurbana

10

Thu

05.30
pri
08.00
pm

Kudukachivilai: Holy Qurbana
Paramanvilai: Marriage reception

11

Fri

Bishop's House

12

Sat

10.00

12.30

06.00

Sangamar: Pre-Christmas sathering with
the heads of the institutions

Sangamam: Meeting with Kozhiporvilai
Staffs

Thenkasi: Pre-Christmas gathering with
Missionaries

Eenpugmen

yFauT 1ola




ishup’s Huus: Meeting with priests

14 Mon
1 Tue ugi O | Mukkoottukal: Parish visit
16 Wed “gflﬂ Pathukani: Parish visit
17 Thu 05.00 | Pre-Christmas gathering for the
pm |presbyterium
s fri 11990 |North-East: Guwahati >>>> Barpetta Road
19 Sat North-East: Barpetta Road >>>

02.30

Bongi

opan === Sonapahar

21 Men i Manjalumoodu: Church Blessing

27 Tue Bishop's House

23 Wedn Bishop's House

24 Thu 12;2“ Cheenivilai: Christmas eve Holy Qurbana
25 Eri “;ﬂ” Vellambi: Holy Qurbana

26

Bishops House

28 Mon 121'2{] Pilankarai: Marriage Holy Qurbana
29 Tue Eishop's House
30 Wed 10.00 |Padanthalumoodu: Marriage Holy
am_ Qurbana
31 Thn ﬂiiﬂ Ernakulam: Marriage Holy Qurbana
Rev. Fr. Robin Jose, Bishop's Secretary
2020, gsbur LT5 (WadlL Hapasen
03 %LLmﬁu BLaremey
21 [coergest bt o ovsbing
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o0 Years C alous Life

28 adi

IIHSLME& Rev. 5Sr. Bency Rev. Sr. Elcy RE\I'SLE[imbeth Rev. S5t Francis
Vigi, CMC Ann, SH Caroline, 5.H. Mary, SD5

. )
E& : i
. - -

Rev. Sr. Mary RH.S[.RM Rev. 5r. Roslin  Rev. Sr. Zeliguerin
Bmm,EDS Setmliﬂn,SDS luse,&H CMC

Mulangasserril MST Anithottam CMI CMI

Rev. S5r. Preetha Rev.Sr. Mary  Rev. S¢. Mary Rev. Sr. Anns
Therese SH.  Beena LSDP Jaimy LSDP Maria CMC
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