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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISHI *P'S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District
Tamilnadu — 629175, India
Phone: +91-4651-250633
Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/139/2022
31 October 2022
Dear Readers,
Greetings and prayerful wishes Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

The entire Catholic Church, except some of the eastern churches,
dedicates the month of November to its deceased members. We in our
church the remembrance of all Departed Faithful is over served on
the last Friday of Denha. Through the offering of Holy Eucharist and
performing various forms of prayers, the members of the Catholic
Church spend the entire month praying for the eternal repose of their
dead. In the Latin Church 2 November is a day specially dedicated
for this purpose. On this day, the priests are allowed to celebrate
three masses so that they can assist the faithful pastorally in praying
for the dead. The faithful, on their part, devoutly attend the holy
Eucharist and visit the graves of their beloved, earnestly praying
to God to forgive their sins and to take them to His own abode. As
we are approaching the month of November, let us reflect upon the
reality of death and how as priests we can assist our faithful in their
last moments on the earth before they surrender their souls to their
creator.

When we think of death, we realise that it happens in time. In
the Scriptures, the book of Ecclesiastes speaks of life within a
framework of time. It says: “There is a right time for everything”
(Ecc. 3:1). It, then, gives us a long list of events for which there is
an appropriate time. At the top of the list is this statement: “A time to
be born, a time to die” (Ecc. 3:2). This is what confuses us now. We
expect everyone to die in their old age. But strangely, we find some
dying very young. Such deaths seem to be utterly inappropriate. It
violates our sense of order. In our view of life, death and childhood
are poles apart, and childhood or adolescents simply does not seem
the right time to die - it does not seem to add up. Further, death
brings tears. There are many things in life that become so much a
part of a home that their absence leaves a void. It may be a picture
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that hangs on the wall, a familiar footstep or a cute pet. But nothing
becomes as indispensable as a human being. From the outset he/ she
tangles his/her tiny fingers in our heart strings and when they are
pulled away the hurt is indescribable. It is an hour of heartache, a
time of tears. However, as Christians we need to accept this reality
with great faith. St Paul speaks of times in life when “we must walk
by faith because we cannot walk by sight” (2 Cor 5:7). This is one of
those times. There is no way for us to see and think our way through
an hour such as we now face. Within the scope of human reason,
a tragedy such as this simply does not make sense. Therefore, we
either despair or find our strength in faith.

Let us now briefly examine the mystery of death. Of all the fears
that plague the heart of man, none is greater than the fear of death. It
is our greatest fear, the sum of all other fears. We are afraid to die. We
are afraid of what happens when we die. Death is the fundamental
human problem.

Life is short and so uncertain. “What is your life? You are a mist
that appears for a little while and then vanishes” (James 4:14b).
The Psalmist writes: “You sweep men away in the sleep of death;
they are like the new grass of the morning-though in the morning it
springs up new, by evening it is dry and withered” (Ps 90:5-6). It is
sometimes said that nothing is certain in life except death and taxes.
But that is not wholly true. A clever man with a good lawyer can find
a way around most if not all of his taxes, but no one escapes death.
As George Bernard Shaw remarked, “The statistics on death have
not changed. One out of one person dies.”

Worldwide, there are approximately 56,600,000 deaths each year.
That works out to 4.7 million per month, 155,000 per day, 6,500 per
hour, 107 per minute, and 1.8 per second. The Greek playwright
Sophocles said it this way: “Of all the great wonders, none is greater
than man. Only for death can he find no cure.”

But then, death is not the end of the story for those who know the
Lord. The Bible tells us what lies ahead for those who know Jesus.
In 2 Corinthians 5:1, we discover the wonderful truths that give us
hope as we face death with all its dark fears. St Paul writes: “Now
we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a
building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human
hands” (2 Cor 5:1).

Our bodies are like tents. They wear out, they sag, they expand
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and they wrinkle. The joints get creaky, the arteries harden, gravity
pulls everything downward, the heart slows down, the eyes grow
dim, the teeth fall out, the back is stooped, and the arms grow weary.
Our bones break and our muscles weaken. The body bulges in the
wrong places. We brag about our strength but a tiny microbe can kill
us. Sooner or later, we grow old and our bodies begin to break down.
Eventually, they stop working altogether.

Hence, we will have to trade in our tent for a building. Think about
the difference between a tent and a building. Tents are temporary and
flimsy, easily torn, and meant to be replaced. A building is strong,
built on a foundation, and not meant to be moved. Someday we will
give up our tent and replace it with a building made by God himself.
That one fact tells us something important about death.

Hence, for Christians, death is not the end. It is not reincarnation.
It is not evaporation. It is not annihilation. Instead, it a trade-in. One
day we will trade in our broken down bodies for a new body. Look
what St Paul says about that new body. It is from God. It is not
made with hands. It is eternal. It is heavenly and not earthly. That is
what St Paul meant when he said, “We know.” Lots of things we do
not know about the future, but this much is certain. We won’t have
to live in tents forever. Someday our “tent” will be replaced with a
“building” made by God.

With these reflections on death, let us now as pastors entrusted with
the task of leading our people to God, examine how we can assist our
people in their moment of death. We need to understand that spiritual
and religious support systems are extremely important to people
facing death. In the Catholic tradition, the most powerful resources
are prayers and rituals, especially the thoughtful celebration of the
sacraments. Prayer makes explicit and personal the community’s
relationship to dying persons. It brings to consciousness God’s
presence and allows patients to express anguish and fear, as well as
hope and love.

The Catholic tradition has long affirmed that Sacraments are of
great importance in a life of faith; they are a privileged means of
heightening our experience with God’s love. The Eucharist is at the
heart of the Church’s life as a profound encounter with the Risen
Lord. The Sacrament of Reconciliation, which restores harmony
with self, others, the environment, and God, can help patients: repair
broken relationships, heal the soul, become reintegrated into the
community of faith and feel a sense of forgiveness often needed to
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face the crisis of dying. The Anointing of the Sick reflects God’s
compassion to strengthen the body and soul so that the sick will not
lose faith or hope but be at peace with God, others, and themselves
during their illness.

Further, it must be borne in mind that lack of support for those
who have to spend endless hours caring for terminally ill patients is
a factor that makes euthanasia an attractive way to bring relief not
only to the dying but to those who care for the dying as well. Hence,
it is also the duty of pastors to assist not only the dying but also help
the care-givers in dealing with the psychological reverberations that
they experience while looking after the dying especially those who
are terminally 1ll.

Finally, in our ministry of assisting the dying, terminally ill
patients and the care-givers, we need to keep in mind the following
principles:

Death can be something that does not just happen to us but
that arises from within to bring to fulfilment all that is valuable to
us. In this spirit, Catholic healthcare providers and pastors must
establish practices to help a patient transform the experience of
dying from a mere ending of life to its personal completion.

Suffering is personal and has no objective measurement. The
pastors and care givers must make a special effort to pay attention
to patients’ claims of suffering and provide the medical, social,
psychological, and spiritual resources that will help them bear their
suffering.

Suffering and death are not absolute evils to be avoided at
all costs but can be transformed by identifying with Jesus’ suffering,
death, and resurrection. We need to include the resources of Christian
faith - its stories, symbols, and rituals - in our total care of the dying.

Catholic moral principles regarding the conservation of
health and life do not promote physical life as the absolute good
to be prolonged ‘at any cost.” Catholic healthcare providers should
advocate for specific policies that guide us in respecting a patient’s
limits as to what he/she can accept as beneficial treatment to avoid
the burdens of overtreatment or undertreatment.

The moral character of our communities gives true witness
to our theological and moral convictions. Through our actions, we
must give witness to being a virtuous community of interdependence,
care, and hospitality.
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The ethos of individualism asserts that independence, not
interdependence, is the key to human dignity. As pastors and
Catholic healthcare providers, we must ensure we are committed to
interdependent partnerships sustained by trust and honesty. We need
to be catalysts for collaboration with other communities that care for
the dying.

The paradigm of curing has dominated the delivery of healthcare
so that caring is reduced to the consolation prize for a cure that could
not be attained. The pastors with the help of catholic healthcare
providers need to examine their overall style, plan, and goals of
treatment to see whether the whole person is being treated and
respected.

Hospice care admirably embodies the virtue of hospitality. We
must ensure we respect the multiple dimensions of a patient’s total
good, improve the conditions of dying, and reach beyond a patient
to his or her network of support.

As we enter the month of November, let us meaningfully spend
the month in helping our people to pray for their dead and in assisting
our dying members with whatever consolations that our religion
enjoins through the exercise of our priestly prerogatives. It is also an
appropriate time for us to reflect upon the temporality of human life
and get ourselves of all unnecessary baggage that we carry which
can distract from our goal, namely, the heavenly Jerusalem, where
moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal (Mt
6:19).

As we conclude the month of October, a month during which
we honoured our Blessed Mother through the recitation of the
Holy Rosary, let us ask her to intercede for all the intentions of our
Eparchy. With the celebration of the 26th Foundation Day of our
Eparchy coming near, let us now redouble our efforts at building up
the kingdom of God with greater commitment and fervour especially
in the extended territories of our Eparchy.

With my prayers and blessings,
: Yours in Christ Jesus,

ﬁ't;EI::éﬁiiL;:-
T George Rajendran SDB

Bishop of Thuckalay
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Participated list for Marriage Preparation course

from January 2022 to October 2022

SI. | PLACE PARISH NO of
NO Candi-
dates
MANJALUMOODU FORANE

1 MUKKUTTUKAL | HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 5

2 MUZHUCODE ST.THOMAS CHURCH 14

3 MALAICODE HOLY CROSS CHURCH 5

4 MANJALAMOO- |LITTLE FLOWER 8
DU CHURCH

KALYAL FORANE

5 PALLIKONAM SACRED HEART CHURCH | 8

6 KARODE ST.JOSEPH CHURCH 1

7 KALIYAL ST.MARY CHURCH 2

NITHRAVILAI FORANE

8 VARUTHATTU ST.XAVIER CHURCH 3

9 NITHRAVILAI JAYA MATHA CHURCH 4

10 | MUNCHIRAI ST.GEORGE CHURCH 3

11 | VAYALINKARAI | STANTONY'S CHURCH 10

12 | CHRISTHURAJA | CHRISTHU RAJA 4
PURAM CHURCH

13 | CHEENIVILAI AMALA MARIA CHURCH |1

PADANTHALUMOODU FORANE

14 | ANNIKARAI STMATHEW CHURCH 4

15 |PADANTHALU- |[SACRED HEART CHURCH |6
MOODU

16 |THETTIYODU ST PAUL'S CHURCH 3

17 | KAZHUVAN- ST.MARTIN DE PORRES 4
THITTAI CHURCH

18 | ATHENCODE ST.MARIA GORETTI 2

CHURCH

& O U 6
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SOOSAIPURAM FORANE
19 | SOOSAIPURAM | ST.JOSEPH'S CHURCH 1
20 | MANGARAI STJAMES CHURCH 4
21 | THAKKALIVILAI |HOLY FAMILY CHURCH |1
22 | PILANKARAI LORETTO MATHA 2
CHURCH
23 | KILLIYOOR DEVA MATHA CHURCH |2
24 |MATHAPURAM |ST.THOMAS CHURCH i
25 |PALAPPALLAM | CHRIST THE KING 1
CHURCH
26 |KUDUKA- ST.FATHIMA CHURCH 1
CHIVILAI
ARUKANY FORANE
27 |NETT4 ST. THOMAS CHURCH 3
28 | MEZHACODE ST.FRANCIS ASSISI 1
29 |ARUKANY HOLY FAMILY CHURCH |2
30 | PATHUKANY ST. THOMAS CHURCH 2
31 |PENU ST.MARY CHURCH 1
THUCKALAY PILANKALAI FORANE
32 | PILANKALAI ST.LITTLE FLOWER 4
CHURCH
33 | PARAICODE CHRIST THE KING 5
CHURCH
34 |KAISALAVILAI | ST.XAVIER CHURCH 2
35 |KATTATHURAI  |ST.MICHEAL CHURCH 3
36 |ANAYADI ST.GEORGE MISSION 2
CHURCH
37 |ANJUGRAMAM |ST.THOMAS CHURCH
38 |MAHARAJAPUR- |ST.MICHEAL CHURCH
AM
TOTAL NO OF CANDIDATES 127
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St.  Alphonsa College of
Arts and Science
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BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS- NOVEMBER - 2022

Fr. Martin Kandamparampil MST 02
Fr. Babu Thattil CMI 15
Fr. Abilash Xavier Raj S 16
Fr. Akhil Karikkathara CMI 18
Fr. John Thekkel 20
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MONTHLY AGENDA - NOVEMBER 2022

DATE DAY

1 Tue

TIME

09.30 am
09.00 am

10.00 am

EVENTS

Pastoral Council Meeting at Sangamam
Youth one day training at Kalluvilai

KKSSS Golden Jubilee drawing
competition for Safe a Family

2 Wed

Aided schools: visiting charitable
institutions

5 Sat

6 Sun

10 Thu

09.30 am

Dance Fest at Kalluviali by Family
Apostolate

02.30 pm

Diocese level Bible Fest writin
competition at Padanthalumoodu

SMYM : Unit visit at Karode &
Pallikonam

Sirumalar Ezhuchipatyanam at Bengiri,
Kattathurai, Thakkalivilai, Kazhuvan-
thittai, Karode & Anamukham.

10.00 am

‘Varnam’: inter school poster and
painting competition at Kalluvilai

11  Fn

Night Vigil at Sinai Retreat Centre,
Kalluvilai

12 Sat

13  Sun

10.00 am

02.30 pm

03.00 pm

KKSSS: Golden Jubilee dance & group
song competition for SHG

Kuzhanthai Isso Iyakkam animators’
meet at Kalluvilai

Diocesan day celebration at
Padanthalumoodu

SirumalarEzhuchipatyanam at
Kalluvilai, Kudukkachivilai, Kunnuvilai,
Vayalinkarai, Mukkoottukal, Marappady
& Mezhacodu.

16 Wed

& O i 6
05/11/2022

10.00 am

Golden Jubilee celebration of
Providence Home, Perumchilambu.




19 Sat

10.00 am

43

Last date to submit the list of Bible Fest
2022-23

Last date to submit the project report of
STD XII

FCC: Vestion& First Profession at
Karode

20 Sun

06.00 pm

Online Mission Quest

SMYM: Unit visit at Kulasekaram &
Chenamcode

Aided schools : Career guidance
programme
SirumalarEzhuchipatyanam at
Paraicode, Mankarai, Palugal,
Varuthattu, Thettivilai, Pallikonam &
Netta.

21 Mon

10.00 am

Curia Meeting

22 Tue

23 Wed

09.30 am

03.00 pm

Priests’ Conference

Blessing of Old Age Home at Moolamat-
tam

24  Thu

27

Sun

10.00 am

Seminar on Eparchial Assembly at
Sangamam

One day convention at Kalluvilai

01.30 pm

SMYM: Kaliyal Forane gathering
SMYM: Unit visit at Marapady &
Kaliyal

SirumalarEzhuchipatyanam at Thucka-
lay, Mathapuram, Athencode & Muzhu-
code.

From the Eparchial Chancery
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS NOVEMBER 2022

DATE DAY TIME EVENTS
1-12 USA VISIT

>> Thuckalay
05.00 am

I3 Sun 03.00 pm Padanthalumoodu: Diocesap Day
Holy Qurbana and celebration

14  Mon Engaged

15 Tue Engaged

16 Tue 10.00 am Perumchilampu: Golden Jubilee Holy
Qurban

17  Wed Bishop’s House

18 Fri  06.00 pm Christurajapuram: Feast Day Holy
Qurbana

19 Sat 0900 am Karode: FCC First profession Holy
Qurbana

20  Sun 0830 am Christ the King, Palapallam Feast day
Holy Qurbana

21  Mon 10.00 am Curia Meeting

22 09.30 am Sangamam: Priest Conference

73 03.00 pm Moolamattam: Blessing of Old age
home
Plankalai: Silver Jubilee of Fr Thomas

24 Thu 05.00 pm Thekkethala CMI

Padanthalumoodu: Blessing of
Jyothi Center Social service center
Padanthalumoodu: SH School, Annual
day celebration

Pilankalai: Golden Jubilee Holy
Qurbana

28  Mon Bishop’s House

Benefactors Visit from Changanaserry
29 Tue  10.00 am
Vadakamkumal: Marriage Holy Qurbana

30  Wed Benefactors Visit
Rev. Fr. Robin Jose, Bishop’s Secretary

25 Fn 10.00 am

26  Sat 05.00 pm

27  Sun 07.00 am
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MATHAR JYOTHIS, LEADERS’ MEET
KALLUVILAI 24.10.2022

KUZHANDAI ISO, FORANE SEMINARS
6-8.10.2022



'MISSION LEAGUE PLATINUM JUBILEE ‘EZHUCHI
PAYANAM; PADANTHALUMOODU, 16.10.2022

VINCENT DE PAUL A DAY WITH THE NATION
CLEANING, UTHIRAMCODE, 01.10.2022

GOLDEN JUBILEE CONCLUSION PILANKALAI 01 10 2022
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