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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISH'@P’S HOUSE

Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District

Tamilnadu - 629175, India

Phone: +91-4651-250633

Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests.GR.151.2023

31 October 2023

Dear Readers,

Greetings from Bishop’s House, Thuckaly!

In this circular, I want to reflect with you on the significance of the
family in the life of the Church and the role of priests in the pastoral
care of families.

The Catholic Church considers the family to be the first natural
society. It is the foundation of society and is central to all social life.
It is a place where different generations live together and experience
affection,

solidarity, appreciation, unselfish commitment, help, and justice.
Every person is loved, just as he is. Indeed, the Universal Declaration
on Human Rights, Article 16, states that ‘the family is the natural
and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by
society and the State.’

God created us as social beings so that no person would have to live
alone. Human beings are by very nature designed for family. Adam was
incomplete until Eve was created, and they became ‘one flesh.” They
are then expected to be involved in the work of procreation when God
instructs them to “be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth.”

It is in the family that the mutual giving of self on the part of man
and woman united in marriage creates an environment of life. In his
Centesimus Annus, St John Paul II says that it is in such an environment
that the children can “develop their potentialities, become aware of
their dignity, and prepare to face their unique and individual destiny.”
He continues: “The first and fundamental structure for ‘human ecology’
is the family, in which man receives his first formative ideas about truth
and goodness and learns what it means to love and to be loved, and this
is what it actually means to be a person.”

We need to affirm the priority of the family over society and the
State. The family does not exist for society or the State, but society
and the State exist for the family. This is clearly stated in Familiaris
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Consortio. St John Paul II writes: “In virtue of the principle of
subsidiarity, public authorities may not take away from the family tasks
which it can accomplish well by itself or in free association with other
families; on the other hand, these same authorities have the duty to
sustain the family, ensuring that it has all the assistance that it needs to
properly fulfil its responsibilities.”

Speaking about the mission of the Christian families, St John Paul
II, in his Evangelium Vitae, nos. 507-508, has this to say: “Christian
families have a particular mission to be witnesses to and proclaimers
of the Gospel of Life. By serving the gospel of life, the family works to
ensure that the laws and institutions of the state in no way violate the
right to life, from conception to natural death, but rather protect and
promote it.”

Further, through the creation of new life, families contribute to the
‘communion of generations’ and, in this way, provide essential and
irreplaceable support for the development of society. For this reason, the
family has a right to assistance from society in the bearing and rearing
of children. Those married couples who have large families have a right
to adequate aid and should not be subjected to discrimination.

Nowhere are children raised better than in a culture of family life
based on high ideals and good relationships. It is in the family that
individuals can show and learn that mutual respect, justice, dialogue, and
love are more important than anything else for successful coexistence.
Hence, the family has a completely original and irreplaceable role in
raising children. Parents' love, placing itself at the service of children to
draw forth from them the best that is in them, finds its fullest expression
precisely in the task of educating. The right and duty of parents to
educate their children is essential, and it is incapable of being entirely
delegated to others or usurped by others.

Parents have certain rights and duties. They have the duty and right
to impart a religious education and moral formation to their children,
a right the State cannot annul but must respect and promote. This is a
primary right that the family may not neglect or delegate. They have
the right to found and support educational institutions, and public
authorities must ensure that public subsidies are allocated so that
parents are free to exercise this right without incurring unjust burdens.

Parents must work together in the education of their children and
exercise their authority with respect and gentleness but also, where
necessary, with firmness and vigour; it must be consistent, credible, and
wise and always exercised with a view to the children’s integral good.

& O a5 6
05/11/2023



4

They have a particular responsibility in the area of sexual education,
and this must be done in an orderly and progressive manner so that
children learn to appreciate the human and moral values connected
with it. Parents also must inquire about the methods used for sexual
education in educational institutions to verify that such an important
and delicate topic is dealt with properly.

To realise all these ideals of families and to help the parents be faithful
to their duties and enjoy their rights, we need pastors after the heart of
Christ to be at the service of building up Catholic families. Pastoral
care of families forms an integral duty of every priest, especially those
who work in parishes. Just as God accompanies humans through his
presence and his grace, the priests need to accompany the families.

However, we need to heed the pastoral challenges associated with
accompanying Christian families that Pope Francis lists in his Apostolic
Exhortation Amoris Laetitia. The first challenge is to come to a new
understanding of pastoral care for families, which should primarily
include parishes and the families that belong to them. The second
challenge is pastoral concern for couples, their bond of marriage, and
the maturation of marital love. The third challenge involves helping
married couples with the spiritual life of their families. The fourth
and final challenge is accompanying divorced people who are living
in new unions and helping them to discern their moral responsibility,
which will enable them to interpret God’s teaching and seek the path to
reconciliation with God and the Church.

To overcome these challenges, we can always fall back on our
traditional methods of pastoral care for families, which are time-tested
and very effective. The earlier missionaries had recourse to them with
great success and efficacy. Among them, the most important method
is regular family visits to maintain contact with people. Getting to the
families and the people and making oneself available for service to them,
especially in times of illness and misfortune, are important in sustaining
the faith of the people. Striking up personal contacts is necessary for
nurturing faith in people. The willingness of the pastors to listen to
the people is essential. These visits shower on the pastor, appreciation
and affection. He becomes a welcoming person. This also bestows on
him a certain prestige, which can be admirably used in catechising the
people. Travelling on foot wherever possible is beneficial, as it gives
the pastor numerous opportunities to meet people. A pastor should
never be in a hurry to reach his destination, especially when he is on
pastoral duty. Every individual he meets on his way should indeed
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become his destination. Thus, meeting people and visiting their homes
are important for the pastoral care of the families.

Speaking about their importance in the evangelising work, especially
in parishes, Most Rev. Thomas Menamparampil, Archbishop Emeritus
of Guwabhati, writes: “Those priests who were capable of greater
warmth or great intensity of human relationships, other qualities not
wanting, worked the bigger miracles. Here we are not referring to some
superficial etiquette or surface cordiality but to a deeper level of human
ties based on dedication, service, and sacrifice, virtues that plunge the
pastor into all kinds of activities and undertakings on behalf of the
people with whom he has cast his lot and has come to identify himself
in his aspirations, ambitions, and desires.”

Another important method for evangelizing families is family
catechesis. Here, the role of the pastor is critical to its implementation.
The pastors have a serious obligation to assist parents and educators
in their mission to pass on the faith to future generations. The family
catechesis should bring parents and children together to pray, learn the
truths of the Catholic faith, and understand and celebrate the sacraments
and liturgy. It provides an opportunity for all members of the family,
including the extended family, to engage in the process of passing on
the teachings of Christ.

It includes the development of a personal relationship with him,
enabling the family to become “living stones” that build up the people
of God. As pastors, the priests must be at the centre of catechesis,
initiating the members of families to faith, celebrating the sacraments to
nourish their faith, and enabling them to become a leaven in society. In
this way, the priests can help the families in their mission as a ‘Church
of the home.’

The priests also need to reach out to the less advantaged people in
society. Their visits provide the blessings of the Eucharist and a warm
outreach to those who are shut-in, sick, or lonely. They need to focus
on listening, praying, and caring. We visit those who are home-bound
or needing special assistance, those in hospitals and assisted living
facilities, and families with special needs.

In his message for the launch of the Family Global Compact issued
on 2 June 2023, Pope Francis said: “It is in the family that many of
God’s dreams for the human community are realized. Hence, we cannot
resign ourselves to the decline of the family in the name of uncertainty,
individualism, and consumerism, which envision a future of individuals
who think only of themselves. We cannot be indifferent to the future of
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the family as a community of life and love, a unique and indissoluble
covenant between a man and a woman, a place where generations meet,
and a source of hope for society. The family, it should be recalled, has a
positive effect on everyone since it is a generator of the common good.
Healthy family relationships represent a unique source of enrichment,
not only for spouses and children but for the entire ecclesial and civil
communities.”

Let us listen to the admonition of our Universal Pastor and make
our family apostolate more vibrant and effective in reaching out to
everyone in our Eparchy!

As we conclude the month of October, a month during which we
honoured our Blessed Mother through the recitation of the Holy Rosary,
let us ask her to intercede for all the intentions of our Eparchy. With the
celebration of the 27th Foundation Day of our Eparchy coming near on
11 November 2023, let us now redouble our efforts at building up the
kingdom of God with greater commitment and fervour.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

T George Rajendran SDB

1T

Bishop of Thuckalay
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Rosary Photography
Ist | Benish Christ the King Unit, Palapallam
2nd | Jeeshmon St. Pauls Unit, Thettiyode
3rd | Jerapin Christ the King Unit, Palapallam

One Minute Shorts

Ist | Jerin] Martin De Porras Unit, Kazhuvanthittai
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Fr. Martin Kandamparampil MST 02
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Sl.no Parish name Place
A category
1 St. Antony Church Vayalinkarai
2 Christ the king Church Paraicode
3 St. Xavier Church Varathattu
4 Holy family Church Thackalivilai
B category
1 St. Joseph Forane Church Soosaipuram
2 St. Amala Maria Church Cheenivilai
3 Christhuraja Church Christhurajapuram
4 Jayamatha Forane Church Nithravilai
5 St. Francis assisi Church Mezhacode
6 St. Mary’s Church Thuckalay
7 St. Thomas Church (2 groups) Marapady
C category
1 St.Fathima Church Fathimapuram
2 St. Joseph Forane Church Soosaipuram
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3 St. James Church (2 groups) Mangarai

4 St. Thomas Church Palukai

5 Louthu matha Church Chenamcode
6 Holy family Church Mukkuttukal
7 St.Martin de pores Church Kazhuvanthittai
8 St.Loretto matha Church Pilankarai

9 St.Mary ‘s Church Kaliyal
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MONTHLY AGENDA - NOVEMBER 2023

DATE | DAY | TIME EVENTS
1 | Wed | 800pm MJ: Online Bible Quiz Competition
Forane Priests Conference ( Soosaipuram,
2| Thu [ 10.00am |y, 4 plankalai)
3 |Fri | 930am KKSSS : INFARM Meeting at Kalluvilai
4 |Sat | 09.30am SDS Golden Jubilee celebration @
Manjalumoodu
2.00 pm SMYM : Central Executive meeting @
Thettiyode
SMYM : Unit Visit @ Mankarai
CAT : Teachers Training @
o Svn (e Padanthalummoodu
230 pm CAT : Diocesan level writing
competition @ Padanthalummoodu
5.00 pm  M]J : Animators meet @ Kalluvilai
930 am Curia meeting (@ Bishop’s House
i 0 00 am SINALI : One day Convention (@ Vattakottai
6 | Mon ’ KKSSS : CRS Assesment at KKSSS
10.00 am office @ Kalluvilai
10.00 am V- Meeting with Uravium director and
] Forane directors @ Bishop’s House
Meeting directors of Laity and Health
10.00 am commission, Vincent De Paul, Legion of
7 | Tue Mary, Migrant ministry @ Bishop’s House
10.00am KKSSS : CRS Assesment at KKSSS
office @ Kalluvilai
FA : Marriage Preparation Course @
o pq UM Kalluvilai
10.00 am | KKSSS :Inter District Drawing &
' Painting competitions @ Kalluvilai
11 |sat | 930am FA : Marriage Preparation Course @
Kalluvilai
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Diocesan day Celebrations @)

2 i Vi Padanthalummoodu

13 |Mon | 5.00 pm | Thenkasi Mission meet

14  Tue | 1030 am Extended territory Missionary Meet @
Madurai

18 |Sat | 10.00 am KKSSS : Awareness Program on Govt.
Scheme @ Anjugramam

24 | Tue | 10.00 am FCC Gplden Jubilee Conclusion @
Azhakiyamandapam

19 | Sun |10.00 am | SMYM : Unit Visit @ Killiyoor, Kaliyal
KKSSS : Drug addiction awareness

20 I 1.30 pm | Campaign (@ Malaicode

on 2.00 pm | SINAL: One day Convention (@ Palappallam

KII : Creating Saints Album

1 B 9.30am | Priest conference (@ Sangamam

ue
10.00 am | SINAI : One day Retreat (@ Kalluvilai

22 | Wed | 930am | Curia meeting @ Bishop’s House

23 | Thu | 2.00 pm | Governing Body meeting at Moolamattam

26 | Sun | 08.00 am | CML : Forane Level Rally

28 | Tue | 10.00 am Presbyteral council meeting @
Sangamam

Fr.Thomas Powathuparampil, Protosyncellus

7

.

Date : 2023 November 12@ 2.00 PM

N

Diocesan Day Celebration
Place - Padanthalumoodu

Y,
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - NOVEMBER 2023

DATE DAY TIME EVENTS
1 Wed | 9.00 am Blshgp s House: Meeting with SJISM
Provincial
2 | Thu Thuckalay: Bishop’s House
09.30 am | Kalluvilai : INFARM Meeting at
3 Fri Kalluvilai
06.00 pm | Kazhuvanthittai: Feast Day Holy Qurbana
Manjalumoodu: SDS Golden Jubilee
4 Sat 09.30 am | celebration
a
02.00 pm | Kaliyikkavilai : Gandhian award
function at Nanjil College
5 Sun Bishop’s House
Bishop’s House: Curia meeting
0930 am | . . . .
Bishop’s House: Meeting with Uravium
6 | Mon 02.30 pm | director and Forane directors
06.30 pm Marthailndam : Kanyakumari Bishops’
gathering
Bishop’s House: Meeting directors of
10.00 am | Laity and Health commission, Vincent De
7 Tue Paul, Legion of Mary, Migrant ministry.
2.00 pm | Sangamam : Sangamam Garments GB
meeting
8 | Wed 10.30 am | >> Guwahati
9 | Thu | 05.00 am |>> Shillong
. Shillong : Centenary Celebration of
10 | Fri | 04.00 pm Don Bosco Shillong
11 Sat | 12.00 pm | >> Trivandrum >> Thuckalay
Diocesean day Celebrations @),
12 |Sun| 02.00 pm Padanthalummoodu
13 | Mon | 05.00 pm | Thenkasi: Mission meeting
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Madurai: Extended territory Missionary

14 | Tue Meet
10.00 am | Pathukani : Marriage Holy Qurbana
15 |Wed| 6.00pm Marapaddy: Rergembrancg Holy
Qurbana for demised SH sisters and Fr
Thomas Muttathukunnel
16 | Thu | 02.00 pm | Mukkoottukkal: Minor seminary visit
17 Fri | 10.00 am Varuthat_tu: Teacher’s farewell
celebration
13 | Sat | 10.00 am Azhaklyamandgpam : FCC Golden
Jubilee Conclusion
10.00 am | Palappallam : Feast day Holy Qurbana
19 | Sun Reetapuram : Award function (Swami
2.00pm | yallar)
20 | Mon | 6.00 pm Christurajapuram : Feast day Holy
Qurbana
21 | Tue | 09.30 am | Sangamam: Priest conference
22 | Wed| 9.30am | Bishop’s House: Curia meeting
10.00 am | Ermakulam : Meeting with V Star
23 | Thu Company Managing Director
02.00 pm | Moolamattam: Governing Body meeting
24 | Fri | 03.00 pm Thuckqlay: Meeting with TNBC Health
Commission Secretary
25 | Sat | 6.00am Padagthalummoodu : Holy Qurbana at
Jyothi Center
26 | Sun | 10.00 am | Sivagangai : Episcopal Ordination
27 | Mon Thuckalay: Bishop’s House
28 | Tue | 10.00 am Sanggmam: Presbyteral council
meeting
29 | Wed | 04.00 pm | Kalluvilai : Karunalayam Silver Jubilee
30 | Thu Thuckalay: Bishop’s House

& O 1l a5 6
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Dn. Liju Marattukalam, Bishop’s Secretary




Annual Retreat for Priests at SMYM- St.John Paul Day Celebration at
Moolamattam, 2023 October 15 - 20 Parish Level (Palapallam) ,2023 October 22

gt (2 B s | 3 o \
Church Feast - St.John Paul II Church, Last Respects to Very Rev. Fr. Thomas
2023 October 22 Muttathukunnel, 2023 October 25

.

-4 |
~

FCC - Vestition & First Profession at Pulari - Career Guidance Seminar,
Azhakiyamandapam, 2023 October 28 2023 October 29

Pa_sto_ral \_IiS_it at Karunai Illam, Pastoral Visit at Nambikkai Alayam,
Nithiravilai 2023 October 30 Kazhuvanthittai, 2023 October 31
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