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Grestings from Bishop's House, Thuckalay!

The month of May is celebrated
as the month of Our Blessed Moth-
er. We celebrate three imporiant
feasts of Mary during this month.
On 13 May, we keep the feast of
Our Lady of Fatima. On 24 May, we
celebrate the solemnity of Mary
Help of Christians. On 31 May, we
commemaorate the Visitation of
Our Blessed Lady to 5t Elizabeth.
As we enter into this month, it is
worthwhile to reflect upon the role
that Our Lady plays in the lives of
Priests,

It is said that St Pope John
Paul Il credited Mary's inferces-
sion for sparing his life whean four
bullets from a would-be assassin
struck him while he was blessing
pilgrims in 5t Peter's Square on 13
May 1981. A year to the day later,
the Pope placed one of those bul-
lets in Mary's crown at the Shrine
of Cur Lady of Fatima in Portugal.
This is an inspiring example of the
real, practical and powerful grace
of Mary's maternity toward Priests.

The renowned Mariologist Rew.
Fr. Emile Neubert, in his celebrated
book Mary and Priestly Ministry,
speaks about Mary's spiritual ma-
2 EanmLEeT
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ternity, According to him, it stems
from her “cooperation in the mys-
teries of the Incarnation, the Re-
demption, and the distribution of
grace." Let us note how Mary, in
these three functions, becomes the
mother of Priests:

*The Incarnation sets special
grounds for Mary's motherhood
of Priests. Mary provided the ma-
terial cause of Christ's Priesthood.
Mary then carried all her Son's
future Priests in her womb along
with Him. She did not know them
individually at that time;, but she
wished for them what Jlesus wished
for them at that time, and loved
them with the same special love
her Son had for them,

sOur Maother Mary's special
role in the Redemption: If Mary, in
the Incarnation, conceived us spir-
itually, as it were, then in the mys-
tery of the Redemption she gave us
birth. At the foot of the cross, Christ
confided Mary to John, who was a
Priest, and it is to Priests, above
all, that Christ gives His Mother
because He has a greater love for
them and they have a greater nead
of her,



eCur Mother Mary's special
role in the distribution of grace:
Mary has a special love for Priests:
if maternity consists essentially in
giving and in nurturing life, can any
human maternity be understood
apart from such a love? Mary loves
all the faithful with incomparable
love. But she loves Priests with an
altogether unique love because she
sees in the Priest a greater resem-
blance to the image of her Son than
in any other Christian of equal ho-
liness.

Thus, we can say that what
Mary did for lesus on earth she
does for the Priests who continue
the unbroken lineage of the Eternal
High Priest. She loves, encourages,
protects, feeds, embraces, cleans,
delights, teaches and keeps him
company. She who did not |eave
her Son at the foot of the Cross re-
mains with the Priest for his singu-
lar mission. Mary experienced her
san's crucifixion mystically with her
steadfast fiat. She knows how to
lead the Priest to victory through
the cross. Mary assists the Priest
in the refinement of his will, in the
purification of his heart, in the con-
formity of his mind to God. Mary
aids the Priestin living chastely and
growing in charity, wisdom, and
fortitude for a martyrdom of love.
She who experienced the mystical
crucifixion of Jesus will help each
Priest to do the same for the joy of
the kingdom of God.

The Priest needs the love of
Mary's feminine heart to bring him
to the fulfillment of the masculine
ideal: to protect humanity from all
that is detrimental to salvation. Je-
sus, the New Adam, is the Redeem-
er and protector of the human fam-
ily. The Priest is the protector of all
that belongs to Christ: men, wom-
en, and children, heaven and earth.
The Priest is at his best when, like
Christ, he guards the dignity and
vocation of every man, woman,
and child,

God chose Mary to be a guard-
ian of the Priest's dignity and vo-
cation. The Mother gently moves
the Priest to be transfigured into
Christ. Through the maternal medi-
ation of Mary, the Priest becomes
the sacrifice that offers the perfect
Sacrifice; the Priest becomes the
love that offers Love.

I invite you, dear Fathers, to rec-
ognize the important role that Our
Blessed Maother plays in the lives of
Priests. We need to make ourselves
worthy of receiving the protec-
tion and guidance of the heavenly
mother through our commitment
to our Priestly ministry. Let us not
pass by this month of Mary without
reflecting upon her motherly inter-
vention in the lives of Priests., May
we become worthy sons of our
heavenly mother!

CONCLUSION

Cwer the years, the Eparchy of
Thuckalay has grown steadily. God
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is blessing us generously. Our Col-
lege has a new Principal. It has ini-
fiated PG Courses. The strength of
the studenis is gradually picking
up, We have two new Priests this
year. Our Retreat Centre is going to
be inaugurated. Let us be grateful
to God for all these blessings that
He has lavished upon us. Let us also
keep our children in our prayers as
they anxiously wait for their resulis.
Mest of our Schools are preparing
to begin another year of activities.
Let us make every effort to give be-
fitting welcome to the children as

they enter the portals of our edu-
cational institutions o begin the
new Scholastic year. And above all,
the month of Mary that we are cel-
ebrating should help us to intensify
our devotion to the Blessed Virgin
Mary.

With my prayers and blessings,
Yaurs in Christ Jesus,

+George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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BISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS MAY 2617

DAT | DAY TIME EVENTS
3 Mon | 0900 am | Moovatupuzha: First Holy Communion
2 Tus | 05.00pm | Kunnamthanam: Holy Qurbana (CHRY)
3 Wed | C2.00pm | Manjslumoodu: Christeen Retreat Holy Qurbana
4 Thu | 07.30am | Edathua: Holy Qurbana
5 Fri 1EEE 3m PUThWaE'Hﬂ?EE EdEEbua Holy Qurbanz
& Eat 10.00am | Munchiral: 3D Sisters Fo und;l;;:‘g;:arr‘;aﬂa
12.00 pm | FCC Plankzlai Welcome to our gear Cardina!
0430 pm | KESSS: Cardinal’s Meet Sisters | Fathers
7 Sun | 02.30am Kalluvilai: Inauguration of Sinai Retreat Centre
Waon | 0300 pm | Bps House: Meet Fathers| Reception to Mew Prissts
9 Tus 09.30am | Priest's Conference and Felictation of New Priests
10 ] Wea l 09.30am | Marrisge; | Bp's Housze: Mest Final Prof. Sisters
11 Thu 030 am | CumaMesting |Anavadi: Feast Day Qurbansz
%% 1 B B00ae | Bistiop shotse 57 Uhainkudl
13 Gat 0200 am | Kalloor %n Joy's Paremts Wecding &nneversary Qurbans
14 Sun | 09.30am Sangamam: Meeting Kaikars and Accountants
15 Won | 1100am | Magercoil: Marriage at Scott Christan College
15 Jue | 10:30am | Angamales: SISM Jubilee Qurbana
17 Wed | 1030am | Mukkootiukal: Golden fubilee of 5r Dorethy 5H
18 Thu | 10:30am | Thuckslay: CMC Provincial House Blessing
10{20 Travel to Eroce| Erode: Golden tubilee Qurbana
b | Sun | 0B.30am Metta: Holy Qurbana | Vincent de Paul CC Anni-
versary | Tamil Intensive Course for Sisters Starts
22-23 | Mon Bizhop's House
24 Wed | 09.30am | Curiz Mesting | Psla: Bishop's House
75 Thu | 10.00am | Eodumpidi, Pala: Retreat Inaugural Mass st Thabor
| 25 | i | 13.00am | Pacha: st George Kumy's Family.
| 27 %5t 10.30 m | Marrisgs Gur Pushpagin |Pecha 25 Ds;zrh Anul. Qur
28 sSun Appattuvilai: Church feast day Qurbana
=3 Won | 02.00am | Mankarai: House Blessing
3o Tue | 05.00pm | Shenkottai: Mesting with priests and religious
31 Wed Bishop's House
* Fr. Thomas Sathianesan |Eparchial Secretary
75 | Bepusst
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