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Ref. No. Priests/GR/86/2018
Dears,

We are entering the month of
October — a month dedicated to
the Holy Rosary. According to an ac-
count given by a fifteenth-century
Dominican, Alan de la Roch, Mary
appeared to St Dominic in 1206
after he had been praying and do-
ing severe penances because of his
lack of success in combating the Al-
bigensian heresy. Mary praised him
for his valiant fight against the her-
etics and then gave him the Rosary
as a mighty weapon. She explained
its uses and efficacy, and asked him
to preach it to others. Since then,
Catholics all over the world have
prayed the Rosary fervently and re-
ceived abundance of favours from
God. In fact, early tradition attri-
butes the defeat of the Albigensi-
ans at the Battle of Muret in 1213
to the Rosary. St Pius V attribut-
ed the great defeat of the Turkish
fleet on the first Sunday of October
1571 to the fact that at the same
time the Rosary confraternities at
Rome and elsewhere were hold-
ing their processions. Accordingly,
he ordered a commemoration of
the Rosary to be made on that day.
Two years later, Pope Gregory Xl
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30 September 2018
allowed the celebration of a feast
of the Rosary in churches having
an altar dedicated to the Rosary. In
1671, Clement X extended the feast
to all Spain. A second great victory
over the Turks, who once, like the
Russians, threatened the ruin of
Christian civilization, occurred on 5
August 1716, when Prince Eugene
defeated them at Peterwardein in
Hungary. Thereupon, Pope Clem-
ent Xl extended the feast of the Ro-
sary to the whole Church. Today we
celebrate the feast of Our Lady of
the Rosary on 7 October.

Blessed Pope Paul VI in his Ap-
ostolic Exhortation Marialis Cultus,
speaks about the devotional prac-
tice of reciting the Rosary. He calls
the Rosary the compendium of the
entire Gospel. | would like to pres-
ent some pertinent points from
this Exhortation for our reflection.
The Rosary draws from the Gospel
the presentation of the mysteries
and its main formulas. As it moves
from the angel’s joyful greeting and
the Virgin’s pious assent, the Ro-
sary takes its inspiration from the
Gospel to suggest the attitude with
which the faithful should recite it.
In the harmonious succession of



Hail Mary’s, the Rosary puts before
us once more a fundamental mys-
tery of the Gospel-the Incarnation
of the Word, contemplated at the
decisive moment of the Annunci-
ation to Mary. The Rosary is, thus,
a Gospel prayer, as pastors and
scholars like to define it, more to-
day perhaps than in the past.

As a Gospel prayer, centred on
the mystery of the redemptive In-
carnation, the Rosary is therefore a
prayer with a clearly Christological
orientation. Its most characteristic
element, in fact, the litany-like suc-
cession of Hail Mary’s, becomes in
itself an unceasing praise of Christ,
who is the ultimate object both
of the angel’s announcement and
of the greeting of the mother of
John the Baptist: “Blessed is the
fruit of your womb” (Lk 1:42). We
would go further and say that the
succession of Hail Mary’s consti-
tutes the warp on which is woven
the contemplation of the myster-

ies. The Jesus that each Hail Mary
recalls is the same Jesus whom the
succession of the mysteries pro-
poses to us-now as the Son of God,
now as the Son of the Virgin-at His
birth in a stable at Bethlehem, at
His presentation by His Mother in
the Temple, as a youth full of zeal
for His Father's affairs, as teacher
proclaiming the advent of the King-
dom of God, as the Redeemer in
agony in the garden, scourged and
crowned with thorns, carrying the
cross and dying on Calvary, risen
from the dead and ascended to the
glory of the Father to send forth the
gift of the Spirit. As is well known,
at one time there was a custom,
still preserved in certain places, of
adding to the name of Jesus in each
Hail Mary reference to the mystery
being contemplated. This was done
precisely in order to help contem-
plation and to make the mind and
the voice act in unison.

Pope Paul Vi lists out the elements of the Rosary:

a) Contemplation in commu-
nion with Mary, of a series of
mysteries of salvation, wisely dis-
tributed into three cycles. These
mysteries express the joy of the
messianic times, the salvific suffer-
ing of Christ and the glory of the
Risen Lord which fills the Church.
This contemplation by its very na-
ture encourages practical reflection

and provides stimulating norms for
living. But with St John Paul I, the
cycle has been enhanced in recent
times when he added the mysteries
of Light, which help to meditate on
the significant events in the public
ministry of Jesus.

b) The Lord’s Prayer or Our
Father, which by reason of its im-
mense value is at the basis of
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Christian prayer and ennobles that
prayer in its various expressions.

c) The litany-like succession of
the Hail Mary, which is made up
of the angel’s greeting to the Vir-
gin (cf. Lk. 1;28), and of Elizabeth’s
greeting (cf. Lk. 1:42), followed by
the ecclesial supplication, Holy
Mary. The continued series of Hail
Mary’s is the special characteristic
of the Rosary, and their number, in
the full and typical number of one
hundred and fifty, presents a cer-
tain analogy with the Psalter and
is an element that goes back to the
very origin of the exercise of piety.
But this number, divided, according
to a well-tried custom, into decades
attached to the individual myster-
ies, is distributed in the three cycles
already mentioned, thus giving rise
to the Rosary of fifty Hail Mary’s as
we know it. This latter has entered
into use as the normal measure of
the pious exercise and as such has
been adopted by popular piety and
approved by papal authority, which
also enriched it with numerous in-
dulgences.

d) The doxology Glory be to the
Father which, in conformity with an
orientation common to Christian
piety concludes the prayer with the
glorifying of God who is one and
three, from whom, through whom
and in whom all things have their
being (Rom. 11:36).
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Each of these elements has its
own particular character which,
wisely understood and appreciat-
ed, should be reflected in the rec-
itation in order that the Rosary may
express all its richness and variety.
The Rosary is an excellent prayer,
but the faithful should feel serene-
ly free in its regard. They should be
drawn to its calm recitation by its
intrinsic appeal. Let us inculcate
this pious practice among our peo-
ple and insist with them to pray the
Rosary in their homes daily with
great devotion.

In our Eparchy, we have the pi-
ous practice of conducting chain
Rosary according to the uravium
and this will be held on 21 Octo-
ber 2018. On 28 October, we shall
organise the Rosary Rally. Besides,
these | also request you, dear Fa-
thers, to organise solemn recita-
tion of the Holy Rosary for any ten
days of the month of October in
your respective parishes. Besides
these practices, let us find ways
and means to inculcate love for
our Blessed Virgin Mary during this
month of the Holy Rosary.

CONCLUSION

Dear Fathers, we are already in
the month of October, which is dear
to every Catholic. It is definitely a
beautiful month in which we man-
ifest our devotion to Mother Mary,



in a special way, by praying the Ro-
sary. It is also a grace-filled time for
receiving the showers of blessings
from our heavenly Mother. Just like
the blooming roses which beautify
our gardens and refresh the air with
their sweet fragrance, the presence
of our blessed Mother beautifies
our parish communities, removes
every element of evil and spreads

the fragrance of her maternal love,
peace, serenity and harmony. Our
Blessed Lord wants the heart of ev-
ery priest to be a home of Moth-
er Mary, where she is the mother,
guide and help. Let us give her
the rightful place and honour her
with profound love and devotion
especially on the feast of the Holy
Rosary.

With my prayers and blessings,
Yours in Christ Jesus,

'\'t":t]ﬁ_"’_{L—“—

TGeorge Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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SCHOOL AMOUNT

St. Alphonsa college , Soosaipuram 1,00,000.00
A.P.J.M Matriculation School, Soosaipuram 1,15,321.00
St. Alphonsa Matriculation Hr. Sec. School Nagercoil 6,00,000.00
Holy Family High School Mukkuttukal 8,000.00
M.M.K.M High School Varuthattu 10,392.00
Sacred Heart Nursary & Primary School Pathukani 3,130.00
Sanjo English medium School Anayadi 7,000.00
Holy Family High School Arukani 2,510.00
St. Michaels Matric High School Kattathurai 70,000.00
St. Francis Nursary & Primary School Mezhacode 10,000.00
Holy Family Primary School Arukani 1000.00

TOTAL| 9,27,353.00
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS OCTOBER 2018

DAT | DAY TIME EVENTS
1-5 | Mon - | Sangamam: Annual Retreat for fathers
5 | Fri 7.30 >>Quilandi, Kozhicode
6 |Sat Quilandi: Requiem Holy Qurbana >> Thuckalay
7 |Sun | 01.30 pm Padanthalumoodu: CML Rally
Padanthalumoodu: Blessing of Chrisma and
04.30 pm
Pulari enterprises show room
3 | Mon | 11.00 am (l:;ILrJ]r\:Z:itrai: Anniversary Holy Qurbana at Anbaham
9 | Tue |06.00 pm Family gathering at CTC convent
10 | Wed | 09.30 am Curia meeting
11 | Thu - Bishop’s house
12 | Fri 07.05 am Trivandrum >>>Chennai >>Guwahati
13 |Sat | 09.30am Guwahati: Meeting with Don Bosco University VC
14 | Sun - Guwahati: Meeting with Archbishop and provincial
15 | Mon | 02.00 pm @ Kokrajar: Solomn Church blessing
16 | Tue | 11.30am Guwahati >>>Hyderabad >>Trivandrum >> Thuckalay
10.00 am Bishop’s house: Inter departmental meeting
17 | Wed
04.00 pm Meeting with FCC Novices
18 | Thu | 05.00 pm Visit to Shenkottai and Thirunelveli Mission
™ 10.00 am Sangamam: Pastoral council Meeting
05.00 pm Meeting with regency brothers
20 |sat | 09.30am lI:iCIznnk;\\ll?l:es\/est'it'ion and First Religious profession of
21 | sun 04.00 pm Bishop's House: Visit of Mr. Shaji from UK
06.00 pm Thuckalay: Chain Rosary in Families
22 Oct - 8 Nov Europe visit
Niv' Thu | 10.00 am (l:/lerekkl)(;ct);cgt:]kal: Holy Family School Golden Jubilee
Rev. Fr.Shoji Puthenpurackal
Bishop’s Secretary
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BLESSING - DEvA MATHA GARMENTS EXPORT UNIT
- KILLIYOOR, 24.09.2018

ST. VINCENT-DE-PAUL, GOLDEN JUBILEE
PALAPPALLAM, 16.09.2018



His Excellency

Mar George Rajendran sdb,
First Profession

(Jubilee Begins)

JUBILARIANS:

Fr. Geo Choozhikunnel, Fr. Kurian Koipuram,

Fr. Luka Kollamparampil CMI, (1% Profession),

Sr. Agnetta cMmc, Sr. Anila rcc, Sr. Bennet rcc, Sr. Lillit John cmc,
Sr. Marya Purathil sps, Sr. Ancy Karingadu sass,

Sr. Cicy Mariya rcc, Sr. Elsy rpshy, Sr. Vimala Jose cHE.

For Private Circulation Only

IRAT ARUL, The Official Organ of the Diocese of Thuckalay
Published by: Fr. Joseph Santhosh for the Diocese of Thuckalay,
Bishop’s House, Post Box No. 12, Thuckalay - 629175

Printed at: Pulari Offset Press, Thuckalay 629175, Ph. 04651-252570



