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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISHOP'S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District

Tamilnadu - 629175, India

Phone: +91-4651-250633

Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/145/2023
30 April 2023

Dear Readers,

Greetings and prayerful wishes Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

We are in the season of Easter. Jesus’ resurrection is a prelude to
our resurrection. In 1 Corinthians 15:20, we read: “But now Christ
1s risen from the dead, and has become the first fruits of those who
have fallen asleep.” As such, the teachings of the Pauline Epistles
are also centred around, first of all, the core truth of the resurrection
of Jesus Christ, and then on the message that this resurrection also
brings us our own resurrection. We need to keep up the fervour of
Easter as we prepare for the celebrations of Ascension and Pentecost.
During these days, let us prepare our people for an outpouring of the
Holy Spirit as our Blessed Mother and the Apostles received so that
our faith in the risen Lord may be strengthened and may become
apostles of the risen Lord!

As we are entering the month of May, let us briefly reflect upon
the role that our Blessed Mother plays in the lives of our faithful.
During this month let us re-emphasise the importance of praying the
rosary in every Catholic house. In the month of October we pray the
rosary in groups but during this month let us concentrate on praying
for the rosary as members of families. I encourage everyone to help
our people to rediscover the beauty of praying the rosary at home
during this month.

We need to keep in mind that our priestly ministry is closely tied
to our Blessed Mother’s maternal intervention. We entrust ourselves
to her, the humble servant, in whom the Lord has done great things,
so that we may become witnesses to the boundless love of Jesus
Christ during this month of May. In our mission, Mother Mary
comes to our aid even as we walk with our people to lead them to
the risen Lord, and so discover in him and his Gospel the deepest
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meaning of their existence and thus grow into new persons. For this
reason, we make her known and loved as the one who believed, who
helped, and who instilled hope.

Mother Mary lived her yes to the full. She, therefore, becomes
our concrete and sublime model. She makes us understand that
nothing is impossible for God. She makes us appreciate the fact that
it is the humility of the heart that attracts God’s kindness. When
the angel informed her of her cousin Elizabeth’s pregnancy and that
God had done great things to her cousin, she went in haste to the hill
country of Judea to be by her side and praise God for His marvel. As
Mary is our model in contemplation, she also becomes our model
in action. With her help, we can understand and proclaim our God’s
providential design, be proactive on our feet, and go out in haste to
help the needy.

Mary faced her life’s journey with great realism, humanity, and
practicality. Three words sum up Mary’s attitude: listening, decision,
and action. They are words that point out a way for us as we face
what the Lord asks of us in life. Listening, decision-making, and
action.

Listening: What gave rise to Mary’s act of going to visit her
relative Elizabeth? A word from God’s angel about Elizabeth,
namely, “In her old age, she has conceived a son” (Lk 1:36). Mary
knew how to listen to God. It was not merely hearing but listening.
It requires deep attention, serene acceptance, and total availability to
God. It was not in the distracted way with which we sometimes face
the Lord or others: we hear their words, but we do not listen. Mary
was attentive to God. She listened to God.

However, Mary also listened to the events, that is, she interpreted
the events of her life. She was attentive to reality itself and did not
stop on the surface but went to the depths to grasp its meaning. Her
kinswoman Elizabeth, who was already elderly, was expecting a
child. This was the event. But Mary was attentive to the meaning.
She understood it: “With God, nothing will be impossible” (Lk
1:37). This is also true in our lives: listening to God, who speaks
to us, and listening to daily reality, paying attention to people and
events. Because the Lord is at the door of our lives and knocks in
many ways, he puts signs on our path and gives us the ability to see
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them. Mary is the mother of listening, of attentive listening to God
and of equally attentive listening to the events of life.

Decision-making: Mary’s life was one of contemplation and
decision, not breathlessness or restlessness. As St Luke emphasises,
“She kept all these things, pondering them in her heart” (Lk 2:19,
51). Moreover, at the crucial moment of the angel’s Annunciation,
she also asks, “How shall this be?” (Lk 1:34). Yet she does not
stop at the moment of reflection either. She goes a step further: she
decides. She does not live in haste but goes with haste only when
necessary. Mary does not let herself be dragged along by events; she
does not avoid the effort of taking a decision. And this happens both
in the fundamental decision that was to change her life: “I am the
handmaid of the Lord; let it be done according to your word” (Lk
1:38) and in her daily decisions, which are routine but also full of
meaning.

The episode of the wedding of Cana might come to mind (Jn
2:1-11): Here too, one sees the realism, humanity, and practicality
of Mary, who is attentive to events and problems. Mother Mary sees
and understands the difficulty of the young married couple at whose
wedding feast the wine runs out; she thinks about it, knows that
Jesus can do something, and decides to address her Son so that he
may intervene: They have no more wine (Jn 2:3). Jesus protested that
his “hour has not yet come.” The hour of Jesus includes his passion,
death, resurrection, and exaltation as one great event. Despite Jesus’
detachment from the problem, Mary instructed the waiters, “Do
whatever he tells you,” showing faith that her son would do what
was needed to save the honour of the newlyweds and their families.
The Church uses the account of this miracle to remind us that, by
her position as the Mother of God and our heavenly mother, Mary’s
intercession for us with God has great power. She decides and she
intercedes.

It is difficult in life to make decisions. We often tend to put them
off, to let others decide instead, we frequently prefer to let ourselves
be dragged along by events, to follow the crowd and the current
fashion; at times we know what we ought to do, but we do not dare
to do it, or it seems to us too difficult because it means swimming
against the tide. In the Annunciation, in the Visitation, and at the
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wedding of Cana, Mary goes against the tide. She listens to God,
reflects and seeks to understand reality, and she decides to entrust
herself totally to God. Although she is with her child, she decides to
visit her elderly relative; again, later, she decides to entrust herself
to her son with insistence to preserve the joy of the wedding feast.

Action: Mary set out on a journey and went with haste (Lk 1:39).
Despite the difficulties and the criticism she would have met with
because of her decision to go, nothing could stop her. And here she
leaves with haste. In prayer, before God who speaks, in thinking
and meditating on the facts of her life, Mary is not in a hurry, she
does not let herself be swept away by the moment; she does not let
herself be dragged along by events. However, when she has clearly
understood what God is asking of her and what she has to do, she
does not loiter, she does not delay; she goes with haste. St Ambrose
commented: “There is nothing slow about the Holy Spirit.” Mary’s
action was a consequence of her obedience to Angel’s words but was
combined with charity: she went to Elizabeth to make herself useful,
and in going out of her home, of herself, for love, she takes with her
the most precious thing she has: Jesus. She takes her son.

In contrast, we sometimes stop listening and thinking about what
we must do; we may even be clear about the decision we have to
make, but we do not move on to action. And above all, we do not put
ourselves at stake by moving towards others with haste to bring them
our help, our understanding, our love; to bring them, like Mary, the
most precious thing we have received, Jesus and his Gospel, with
words and above all with the tangible witness of what we do. May
Mary, our Blessed Mother, make us men and women of action.

In the history of the Church, Christians have experienced the
protection of the Virgin Mary at various times of necessity. Perhaps
today, at this time in history, we need the protection of our Mother,
not just for Christians but for the whole of humanity. The title Help
of Christians is an indication of the special intervention of Mary in
the most difficult trials of our personal lives, of the Church, and of
the whole human family. We need her protection and consolation.
We need her intervention in this critical period of human history. It
is fitting that we take Mary, our help into our confidence. We need to
bring her into our lives.
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Besides the ever-changing political and global situation, we need
to be more concerned about other things. In an age of rationalism and
secularism, even an age of spiritual consumerism and pragmatism,
when many Catholics are abandoning devotions in the name of
superstitions, here comes the month of May with its devotion to
the Immaculate Help of Christians. In times like the present, which
are not easy, Mary guides and protects. We need to firmly convince
ourselves that Mary is by our side and that she guides and inspires
our lives.

During this month of May, we need to teach our people to “invite
Jesus and Mary to remain with them in their homes.” St John Mary
Vianney suggests this as the solution for many of the problems that
families face. He used to encourage parents to create an atmosphere
of prayer, Bible reading, mutual love and respect, and sacrificial
service at home so that the presence of Jesus and Mary might be
perpetually enhanced and experienced in the family.

During this month of May, let us contemplate the virtues of
Mother Mary and inculcate various forms of devotion to her among
our people. Let us make it a grace-filled time to receive the showers
of blessings from our heavenly mother. Just like the blooming
lilies that beautify our gardens and refresh the air with their sweet
fragrance, may the presence of our blessed Mother beautify our
parish communities, removing every element of evil and spreading
the fragrance of her maternal love, peace, serenity, and harmony.
Our Blessed Lord wants the heart of every priest to be the home of
Mother Mary, where she is the mother, guide, and helper. Let us give
her a rightful place and honour her with profound love and devotion,
especially on her feast day on 31 May.

Before I conclude my reflection, I want to thank you, dear Fathers,
for the successful ministries that you carry out in the parishes and
institutions. The faithful in our parishes have grown spiritually
through your fatherly intervention. The students in our educational
settings have learned much during the justconcluded year. As we
eagerly wait for the results of the public examinations, let us prepare
with greater enthusiasm for the coming academic year. I also remind
you of the forthcoming VPV programme, which will be held in all
our parishes. We need to encourage and prepare our children so that
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they can learn much about our Catholic Faith during these days of
intensive catechesis. Our young candidates for the priesthood, who
are now on holiday from their respective seminaries, are in various
parishes our diocese helping the fathers to organise VPV classes.
Let’s continue to pray and promote priestly and religious vocations.
Kindly send possible candidates to the Vocation Camps at our minor
seminary. This year the Catechism department is organising two
days of retreat for our catechism teachers on 26 and 27 May, at Sinai
Retreat Centre. Kindly inform the teachers and make sure that all
the teachers from your parish attend this spiritual exercise before we
begin the Catechism Academic year on 28 May, 2023. Let us make
all these events momentous and beneficial for our Eparchy through
our collaborative teamwork.

As stated in my reflection at the beginning of this circular, the
month of May is a singular period for us to pay homage to our Blessed
Mother Mary. She has played a unique role in salvation history. As
the Mother of God, she was conceived without sin. By her own free
will, she agreed to bring the “Word made flesh” (John 1:14), our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, into the world. Mary is foreshadowed
as the one who would crush the head of the serpent in Genesis 3:15
through her divine Son. Still, she in no way overshadows him, nor
would she ever wish to! Her life, as we surmise from the gospels,
was one of service and great devotion to Jesus. From the cave in
Bethlehem where she gave birth to him to Calvary in Jerusalem,
where she stood by his cross in his crucifixion, she followed him as
a worthy disciple. Let us join the entire Catholic world in offering
special honour to Our Blessed Mother during this month of May. Let
us also encourage our people to come closer to our Blessed Mother
by inculcating various Marian devotions, especially the praying of
the holy rosary!

With my prayers and blessings,
Yours in Christ Jesus,

T George Rajendran SDB

wfon i

Bishop of Thuckalay
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MONTHLY AGENDA - MAY 2023

DATE | DAY | TIME EVENTS

1 | Mon CAT: VPV Begins

2 | Tue | 09.30 am | CAT: BTCT Kaliyal Forane

CAT: BTCT Kaliyal Forane

3 | Wed  09.30 am A
MJ: Edathuva Pilgrimage

09.30 am CAT: BTCT Kaliyal Forane

4 |Thu | 04.00 pm Padanthalumoodu: Archbishop Powathil
Remembrance Holy Qurbana

5 |Fri | 09.30am CAT: BTCT Kaliyal Forane

6 |Sat | 09.30am CAT: BTCT Kaliyal Forane

Uraviam: Forane Level New Prayer

7 |Sun | 04.00pm oo Training at Senkottai

CAT: BTCT Manjalumoodu and
Padanthalumoodu Foranes

CAT: BTCT Manjalumoodu and
9 |Tue | 09.30am Padanthalumoodu Foranes

09.30 am CAT: BTCT Manjalumoodu and
10 | Wed Padanthalumoodu Foranes

10.00 am CRS meeting at Kalluvilai
11 | Thu | 09.30 am Priests’ Conferance

8 |Mon | 09.30am

CAT: BTCT Manjalumoodu and
Padanthalumoodu Foranes

0930 CAT: BTCT Manjalumoodu and
-~V am | pa danthalumoodu Foranes

Meeting of Forane Vicars and
10.00 am Catechism directors at Bishop’s House

12 | Fri 09.30 am

13 | Sat

& O Ul 6
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14

Sun

09.30 am
01.30 pm

02.00 pm

02.30 pm

CAT: BTCT Thuckalay-Plankalai Forane

FA: Mothers’ Day and Annual Day at
kalluvilai

CAT: VPV Ends

KKSSS: Family Day Celebration at
Mukkootukal

KKSSS: Spark — Educare Camp

SMYM: Annual Retreat Preparation
Thuckalay- Plankalai Forane

Uraviam: Forane Level New Prayer Book
Training at Manjalumoodu and Kaliyal

15

Mon

09.30 am

CAT: BTCT Soosaipuram and
Nithravilai Foranes

16

Tue

09.30 am

CAT: BTCT Soosaipuram and Nithravilai
Foranes

Vocation Camp at St. Mary’s Minor
Seminary Mukkootukal

Arukani: Forane Level Choir practice

17

Wed

09.30 am

CAT: BTCT Nithravilai Forane

Vocation Camp at St. Mary’s Minor
Seminary Mukootukal

Kaliyal: Forane Level Choir practice

18

Thu

09.30 am

02.30 pm

CAT: BTCT Soosaipuram and
Nithravilai Foranes

Vocation Camp at St. Mary’s Minor
Seminary Mukootukal

Padanthalumoodu: Forane Level Choir
practice

Kambam: Health Awareness Program

19

Fri

09.30 am

CAT: BTCT Soosaipuram and
Nithravilai Foranes

Vocation Camp II at St. Mary’s Minor
Seminary Mukootukal

Kambam: Health Awareness Program

20

Sat

09.30 am
10.00 am
09.30 am

CAT: BTCT Soosaipuram Forane

FA: Marriage preparation Course
Pastoral Council Meeting at Sangamam
Kambam: Health Awareness Program

& O a5 6
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Sun

09.30 am

10.00 am
02.00 pm

02.30 pm

CAT: BTCT Thuckalay-Plankalai
Forane

FA: Marriage preparation Course

SMYM: Annual Retreat Preparation
Padanthalumoodu Forane

Soosaipuram: Forane Level Choir
practice

Kambam: Health Awareness Program

22

Mon

02.30 pm

Thuckalay-Plankalai: Forane Level
Choir practice

23

Tue

02.30 pm

Manjalumoodu: Forane Level Choir
practice

25

Thu

02.00 pm

Seminar for School Correspondents and
Principals at Sangamam

26

Fri

10.00 am

CAT: Retreat for Teachers

27

Sat

10.00 am

02.30 pm

CAT: Retreat for Teachers
Choir Training at Forane Level
KKSSS: Spark — Educare Camp

28

Sun

09.30 am

02.00 pm

09.30 am

CAT: BTCT Thuckalay-Plankalai
Forane

CAT: Inauguration of New Academic
Year 2023-2024 Parish Level

SMYM: Annual Retreat Preparation
Nithravilai Forane

Sangamam: Animation of Kaikars and
Accountants

29

Mon

10.00 am
02.30 pm

Recollection for Tamil and English
Medium Staffs at Kalluvilai Nithravilai:
Forane Level Choir practice

30

Tue

02.30 pm

Tenkasi: Forane Level Choir practice

& O 1l a5 6
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - MAY 2023

DATE DAY  TIME EVENTS

1 |Mon | 10.00 am Kumili: Marrriage Holy Qurbana
Bishop’s House: Meeting the Priests.
Visiting VPV classes in the parishes

09.30 am | Cyria Meeting
06.00 pm Kalluketti: Feast Day Holy Qurbana
Visiting CAT: BTCT class Kaliyal Forane

Padanthalumoodu: Archbishop Mar
Joseph Powathil Remembrance Holy
Qurbana

09.30 am  Bjshop’s House: Meeting the fathers
05.30 pm Soosaipuram: Feast Day Holy Qurbana

6 |Sat | 09.30 am Kaliyal: CMC Vestition and First
Profession

7 Sun Edathuva: Feast Day Holy Qurbana

] Mon | 10.30 am Kunnanthana}m: LSDP Vestition and
First Profession

Soosaipuram: Alphonsa College

2 | Tue | 03.00 pm

3 Wed

10.00 am
4 | Thu | 04.00 pm

5 Fri

09.30 am

Annual Day
9 | Tue . : . o
Meeting with Major Seminarians
03.00 pm .
(Philosophy)
10.00 am | Kalluvilai: CRS Meeting
10 | Wed Bishop’s House: Meeting with CMI

03.00 pm | Trivandrum Provincial

11 | Thu | 09.30 am | Sangamam: Priests’ Conference

060 s Visiting: CAT: BTCT Manjalumoodu
12 Fn ’ and Padanthalumoodu Foranes

Visiting VPV classes in the Parishes

Bishop’s House: Meeting of Forane
10.00 pm | (. ; :
13 |Sat Vicars and Catechism directors
06.00 pm Varuthattu: First Holy Communion
VP Holy Qurbana

& O a5 6
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14 |Sun 10.30 am | Mekkarai: Feast Day Holy Qurbana
15 |Mon | 10.00 am Visiting CAT: BTCT Soosaipuram and
Nithravilai Foranes
17 Wed| 02.00 pm Bishop’s House: Visit of the
Benefactor
18 | Thu | 06.30 am Mukqotukal: Holy Qurbana at
Vocation Camp
20 | Sat | 09.30 am | Sangamam: Pastoral Council >> Chennai
21 | Sun Chennai: Migrants Meet >> Thuckalay
06.30 am Kavalkinaru: First Holy Communion
Holy Qurbana
22 |Mon 10.00 am Manjalumoodi: Marriage Holy
bana
06.00 pm Ur
PM K arodu: DNN Farewell Holy Qurbana
06.30 am Azhagigmandapam: FCC Final
23 | Tue Profession Holy Qurbana
12.00 pm Manjalumoodu: Class 8 Vocation camp
10.00 am  Vailankarai: Marriage Holy Qurbana
24 | Wed Bishop’s House: Felicitating the newly
and final professed Religious
Melpalai: Marriage Holy Qurbana
10.00 am
25 | Thu 02.00 Sangamam: workshop for School
SV PM - Correspondents and Principals
26 | Fri | 09.30 am Catechism Teachers’ Retreat
27 | Sat | 09.30 am Catechism Teachers’ Retreat
28 | Sun | 0930 am iangamam: Animation of Kaikars and
ccountants
09.00 am Nithravilai: Marriage Holy Qurbana
29 |[Mon | 10.00 am Kalluvilai: Recollection for Tamil and
English medium Staff
30 | Tue | 03.30 pm Changanassery: SABS Holy Qurbana
Manjalumoodu: Holy Qurbana and
31 |y 05.00 pm Marian Month Novena Conclusion
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KKSSS, WOMEN’S DAY CELEBRATIONS,
16-26.03.2023 WITH VARIOUS SHGs

PRIESTS AND RELIGIOUS RECOLLECTION,
KALLUVILAI, 05.04.2023

EASTER VIGIL, KAISALAVILAI, 09.04.2023




NAMPIKKAI AALAYAM, SILVER JUBILEE,
KAZHUVANTHITTAI 14.04.2023

DIOCESAN HEALTH COMMISSION, HEART AWARENESS
MARATHON, CONCLUSION, SOOSAIPURAM, 14.04.2023
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