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On 2 December 2018 we shall
enter into the holy seasen of Ad-
vent and subsequently the season
of Christmas. It is important that
we reflect upon the crucial roles
thiz seazon ought to play in the
fives of our people. The days of Ad-
vent.and Christmas are moments
of grace for every belisver. Hence,
we need to reflect upon them and
ieach our people the Importance of
thesze seasons In their fives and how
to=pend fruitfully these holy days.

The liturgical seazon of Advent
marks the time of spiritual preps-
ration by the faithful before Christ-
mas. As you are aware, Advent be-
gins on the Sunday closest to the
Feast of 5t Andrew the Apostle (30
Movember]. It spans four Sundays
and four weeks of oreparztion, al-
though the last week of Advent Is
usually truncated because of when
Christmas falls.

The celebration of Advent has
evolved in the spirtuzl life of the
Church. The historical origins of
Advent are hard to determine with
grezt precision. In its earliest form
beginning in France, Advent was 3
period of preparation for the Feast
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of the Epiphany, 2 day when con-
verts were baphzed, o the Ad-
vent preparation was very similar
to Grezt Llent with an emphasis
on prayer ang fasting which |asted
thrae waeks and I3ter was expand-
edto40days. In 380, thelocal Coun-
cil of 3aragossa, Spain, established
3 three-week fa3s1 Defore Epichany.
Inspired by the Lenten regulations,
the local Council of Macen, France,
in 581 designated that from 11 Mo-
vember (Feast of 5t Martin of Tours)
until Christmas fasting would be re-
quired on Monday, Wedneszday, and
Friday. Eventuzlly, similar practices
sprezd to England. In Rome, the Ad-
vent preparation did not appear un-
il the sixth century, and was viewed
3s a preparation for Christmas with
less of 3 penitential bent.

The Church graduslly formalized the
celebrafion of Advent. The Gelazian
Sacramentary, traditionally attribut-
ed to Pope St Gelasius | [dated 498,
was the first o provide Advent |it-
urgies for five Sundays. Later, Pope
&t Gregory | {dated 604) enhanced
these liturgies composing pravers,
antiphons |Psalms), readings, and
responses. Pope 5t Gregory Vil (dat-



ed 1095) later reduced the number
of Sundays in Advent to four. Finally,
about the ninth century, the Church
designated the first Sunday of Ad-
vent as the beginning of the Church
YEET

The Catechisrm of the Catholic
Church stresses the two-fold mean-
ing of the coming of Christ that we
commemaorate during this season
When the Church celebrates the
liturgy of Advent each year, she
mzkes prezent the ancient expec-
tancy of the Messizh. In sharing in
the long preparation for the Sav-
iour's first coming, the faithful are
nelped to renew their ardent desire
for his second coming,

Cn one hand, the season of Ad-
vent invites the faithful to reflect
back and encourages celebrabing
the anniversary of the Lords first
coming into this world. We ponder
the great mystery of the Incarna-
tion when our Lord humbted him-
=elf, taking en our humanity, and
entered our Bme and space to free
us from zin. COn the other hand, we
recall in the Creed that our Lord
will ceme again To judge the living
and the dead znd that we must be
rezdy to mest him.

In the Syro-Mzlzbar tradition,
the liturgical year begins with the
period of Annunclation. The four
weasks of preparation forthe feastof
the Mativity of Jesus constitute this

sezson. Since, our people ohserve
abstinence from 1 to 25 December
to prepare for Christmas, this pen-
od is called as 25 days Lent. Though
we observe it only for 24 days. we
call it 2% days lent, because we
count the days from 30 November
evening. For this reascn, It s called
Pethurtha, which means, returning,
ceasing etc. Lent is 2 time To return
from worldly pleasures and sating
the mezt products. A gueston can
be raized on the observance of this
Lent. We are preparing for a joyful
event, namely, the birth of lesus.
Hence, what iz the need for obsarv-
ing Lent for receiving 2 Good News?
We know that the inner meaning
of Lent is spiritual preparation for a
holy life. For us, itis usuzlio prepare
well to receive imporiant persons
to our parishes or to our homes.
In this sensze, how much more we
should prepare in order to recejve
the King of kings! The best preps-
ration would be to make sacrifices.
Moses was with the Lord forty days
and forty nights without eating and
drinking before receiving the Ten
Commandments (Ex 34:28). Elijah,
pefore entering the meouniain of
God, travelled forty days and forty
nights without eating and drinking
|1 king 15:8). Jesus himself taught
us: “Whoever wants to be omy dis-
ciples ‘must deny themsealves and
take Up their cross and follow me"”
Eenguggsm 3
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(M 18: 24). Therefore, 25 days of
Lent, which we cbserve in prepa-
ration for Christmas, 5 an occasion
to prepare our lives to receive the
child Jesus.

After the season of advent, we
enter Into the season of Christmas
when we shall celebrate joyously
the birth of the Savipur. Christmas,
coming as It does upon the winter
solstice, Is 3 Tme of paradoxes. We
see the light shining in the darkest
season, the fire blazing in the cold
of winter, life stirring In the fallow
of the year We participate in the
paradoxes of the sezson when we
acknowledge the infant light at the
darkest point of the year We read
in the Gospel of John, "The light
stll shines in the darkness and the
darkness has not overcome it (Ind:
), Just 35 the light of the Sun isse-
cretly rekindled and reborn, so0 a3re
we given an opportunity for our di-
vine spark to wax and grow in light
Christmas is a feast of the interior
light, a rekindling of the spirituzl
spark within us, even a5 we see the
fire blazing in the cold of winter

In the Gospel of St Matthew,
we read: "Behold, 2 virgin shall be
with child, and shall bring forth a
san, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel, which means, God with
us (1:23)." Let us seize the moment
znd allow ourselves to fes! the ores-
ence-of this God of curs who pre-
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fers to be with us. He comes with
the massage of forgiveness. He asks
to forgive one another so that he
can alse forgive us our sins. "Fargive
us our zins for we ourselves forgive
everyone in debt to ws” Lk 11:4}
Christmas is 3 time 1o feel the fact
that we are 3l brothers and sizters
created in the image and likeness
of God. People belonging to differ-
ent religions need o live In peace
and mutual understanding. Even
amang Christans, there are differ-
ent denominations. But they need
to work in tandem to bring the mes-
szge of forgiveness and peace that
the Lord came to give to the people
around. The prayer of lesus 3t the
Last Supper should be uppermost
in our minds: “They may all be one,
as you, Father arein me and | you,
that they alsomay be in us™ (In 17:
21).

Christmas Is also & fme of sac-
rifice In that we often participate in
the giving of gifts and contributing
1o charities at this tme. The nativ-
ity and birth that we celebrate 3t
Christmas Eve iz 3 sacrifice. Jesus
sacrifices the glory and light ves-
ture of the celestial aeons in order
to take on human form and dweil
upon the earth. Writing ta the Phi-
lippians, 5t Paul was able to capturs
it. “Christ jesus; who, though he
was in the form of God, did not re-
gard eguality with God, something



to be grazped. Rather he emptied
himzelf, taking the form of 2 slave,
coming in human likenass” {Phi 2:6-
7). There is no book, no scripture
and no authority outside of oneé’s
seif that is an authenfic source re-
garding the mystery of incarnation,
it 1= 3 mystery that can only be wit-
neszed individuzally in each one’s
own heart

Further, Christmas belongs not
only 1o those who call themselves
Christans but to the entire world.
The lowly animals, birds, plants and
trees 2ll partcipate in this nativity of
the dwine light at Christmas. Anold
French legend telis how all the am-
mals were given the gift of speech
on Holy Might so that they were
granted the ability to give cutward
expressian o their conscicusness
and recognittion of the light Our
compassion for our human broth-
erz and sisters s incressed whan we
rezlize that the animals and fress
are alzo wondrous beings in even
more humble, limited and unracog-
nizable form than ourselves,

Finally, a5 we are all very famil-
iar, the baby lesus was born in &
stable used toshelter animals and is
taid in a manger-a humble birth for
the proclaimed King of kings. We
also share that humble existence in
thizs world. We also experience the
sacrifice of the glorious light of the
zacns and ses our light power as 3

tiny spark of its original flame. The
foly Derth of Christmas represents
the birth of the Christ-5un within
us, an awakening of our conscious-
ness to whio we are and the light
from whence we came, an awaken-
ing from the sleep of forgetfulness.

Christmas Is at hand! Let us ex-
perience the birth of Christ in our
hearts and offer him to our people
who are longing for his presence in
their lives.
CONCLUSION

We are entering the last month
of theyear 2018 The year has besn
very momentous for the Eparchy
In mamy ways. W have achieved
muck during this year God has
been biessing us with good voca-
fions and sufficient resources to
continue our mission wark in the
axtended territones of the Eparchy
Let us raise our minds and hearts {o
God in gratitude for all the biessings
that we have received throughout
this year Let me take this cooasion
io wish everyone 3 Chrisi-filled
Christmas and 3 prosperous MNew
Yearlwith my prayers and blessings,

Yours in Christ Jesus,

bt il o

T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay

EmpuET | o

REDUTI0IE



slllper( sor yua Hlamrer &b oplémes

Benp mlsrele mEnuEEiiu s8zrar sEzraizan,

FEUDETL 1960 ANDLDTHID
(Beubud) 15, 16 spdw
BTLEsMsn  ghulL  SggT
Ljsumse  Ls0  LDmeul L RS
& SMDHETDHDIGULD GiLgpid
Cerarem QG U (HS & TaY D
UTE &3 00Ul E e .
Badupws  fopgsre
SUBEEnaTULAD.  EHecLsusinssnen
LT, SUTLDEUIT ST Tl SRaTLLD
BIUES Ta%:=%: 2 EITTSLD.
B suTg s SpGEUTIpE
FRBME (FgnF sihSmaTyD
SUTLDAUT SIS SHAMULD BB
2 gmem o swstlsnd, LRSS
sipzen EenD HelsEempent,
Sarsag  Gzsrr  Elensanw
am SEEAT bl BT SES
@G, GuuTs SamEsss.
FalEmIonS, LiTesmgs B,
saLgrt, SnFs,  mGETaLl
IDEMMOTEN | ST6UemeusE HLLIL L
Li@HE & 6T SERETSHID
GFsUTanETS SEDETE
=, T Burensu FemausHT
Gusm W LI bl
SpEUTEST  ydlellES) mE S,
&) susllL_mis sfguisian Ter: 3: 24
Ligy (DS TS el FhiE
6L S LIL T aTamaT, gJemp
aleuE TS EhHD,  (FloanFaunn
ESEHE  Henppsls BLg
SOILETE. & suB susnamiilen
g | Semmums

BeourI0iE

ET) £ M B 18 2 HES
2 69l HEE 6. 2 eNLEPS ST
Eeapl T 5w B FEETET
FBxTETEEnSE 2 FUSETD
BLL Geusimigl  SLawio
BIDEH 2 aWH GSTUsNS BTD
2 smiEE GETaGamb. “Hss
FOBwmTEW  aen  FB:mEIT
FEHTHMS EhaT BRI
EaEan GFLgmscweemD
aensCz  GELdrsaT (103
2540) a@emp  EBwsmelen
B enDauTTZsnsSen B S0
BTLICE LI ZHHLD {LPLDMISE (RILD.
Bz FCzrsr sGzTsTamn
W Hepsuspil WD
2 G HEUTE L 2 gl
STD BLL (LpsisymBeuriD.

B & g e 7 o e
Geanerer G U (/K& S ID
gouLL Cumg il
\OET L B S ST TaMOT &
2 FellEenst  DEMDIDTEILLID
gmiurs  Grulzme. S
Tl T E suaned,
aTenGau B asusnamulgin
B DTEREmE  FTES
WESEHEE 2.5 GFluyb
suensuilsv GILIT RighBEULD,
Ligwst 2 galiuyn Gzl
(ICETa] 2 FSenel SenBUmh
CETRGEIEES  ESCh EN

SEIT YLuTs UTSlEsiulL



CEHEF Sps  aussuds  splsbiourTser.
2 zall G i@ susrmin &) s susT 2 _RiEsmaT
STETUSSLILDDI URisHE Bepars o fTasllrgTs!
BB R WIT ST 2 _REETHE (T
sremmd F8s7 Guodlwmshlso
X t‘_:_l_‘—;'{_“ﬂ-f-—
St Sleveun

20112018

+ wrt grim SGmEdysn SDB

HEDHENG WWERDLOTAL L D4 WIT

Bz sDo @ﬁémmu 2511.2018 @1&@ £@Du5&$@
Ijl;]}(f_lj gpﬁlaﬁi'_lﬂlﬁr Bz suTFlEE A,

Seomii dlumen Sedeuid

ysbuT TG0 HOLAUY BEeeD Apiy Surakse

gEbuT 07 AUEELEZILSIT
el i GeusTem S S penw Femiis &;Im S
e Egay 500 e (LpEe b s
=Tene 300 went suser '
gFwur 4
GgLwTemse ClausTiem s Sl e B EEIueaT
Snlaas 1 5
Bhiwaria remay 9.3 wssl (pEsy Feami Fwwew Hig
wmlunh 200 el susnT
. oot 22
Opime nm! T alEs penin SUPBL SSILBUT
@ T DT B D : 5
Sumamin =Tsman OV weml (pEE Feari Fumen g
wFluar 200 werdl susny
ufiEgenr gFmLT 20
Goissupsipanm FafisSpamiw anfELEZeIT
aunidd gomemd: | =rsoso 030 wend (o Fommii Fumew Gy

ogiush 200 wenf ausnT

SnLsDens WCmr GeuTegs

BWEHET
Do peir I -

= LT gl )



ﬁ@ﬁn

e ausnTl  GuTDBil LTHmEss.

SRS .

len FEranGsroun o
(Fm 96 2)

DENETEUTSHL SIS [BE0aIT D HEHIES .

& emeoL B LT L 1gE 6T
LDEMD UL L 2y Flflwr
= EREETET alledlstiLs

SoneoLBUTL gSam  gpemaud 26
FATSHLEND  SETI  FTE0
9 waism LDERFTENLD
EEFraienst. ULBSTENALE
=S Enp el L RS §hE (5
LEHILIE 1 LTS (S
S FTuTsgREsTanr sty
shlemmiy GUITLigSsT WwenpeulL
Sysmellgt pusss 2w

(P60 DMISTaE. ZEHenL.

LT SR AT & (SRR ST & [EenFE
sHel GuTLigSen  (SUsDew.
£0uTH, sauustlar) ageTeum 26
FaTSHE LD FenLGlLmis.

FEEUSHOULITF TILT  FafensuUb
llsivwaiv sliprapb

BFOUT 15  FalEEpaw
Dy Ssoguelenst EDGFLE
BleneoidEet  enauidl STemes
10.30 wenflpsss 12.30  wend
SUenT WenDaul L GiF wsuTSsiian
FHensiyl Ubuss 2.30 wenf

WleoT ST enen. EFYIL  (P@ev FENGUENLOWITF TUTSE 5T
SFHL DAL RS ERS@GHE LoD 255 FeUUT sniSsman
Gurligsem BanLGIUDID.  FafensulD Slblenmoei sHlpTays
Guogun wenpsEsaial  BeaoLGLmID.
Teachers Competition
ltems
1. Single Song - 3mts
Z2.5peech - 3mis
3 . Bible Quiz
Speech USTETEETaT auamEsl BIUSans urihalso
Bible Quiz 1_FimGeamim® -50%
2 Zmalilellebune  Gurmiametspsy - 10%
DATLFEDS Fallst UbSFennssen
W (BT
g | Beopuma

SEEuUTI0E



{ﬁ\ sssme 558zTi0ss
iy A 1 T
OUTH APOSTOLATE | @lepemepT @WISSID

4, E@anmGurnn

Youth Fest 2K18
Eenem@Tmanen Falh
[pLDFenL gl BEDaLT.

DY STHENADGR L SETT 15 551D
Youth Fest 2KI8 06.112018
JpsN FRSLSEN mauGs
ISDDICTILL Ty Si50

Gesrsmm oo g @dls ufsGunBors siugin,

FFoOTI0NE

Name | Parish | Prize
Prove YourSelf '
Jijish ¥azhuvanthital |
Aleil ¥arode 0
Bibin Binu Thomas Arukani i
Just &Minute Speech
Wikl Karode
W, Ansszh Muzhucode I
F ancy Paraicode i
AR, Anisha Chesnivilai i
Group Song
Sheenu, Mishi, Jothiks; Jiji, Jini; Hylin, WMa-
malaeshmi, laise, Pradesp, Prince, Braslin Magerzoll |
Jerin, Anten lobiar Raj
Bavithra Terss, Babitha, hiju Mal A0-
harshna, Sherly, Reshma, Amulya Cyril Raj, b
Beljin, Ajith Singh, BibinJose, Rani, Ash-
win, DB, Ajin Raj
0. &kshays, 0. Ashika, 1. Ashiks, J.H
Aiswarya, Y. Beloy, K. Sharmi, K. Sow-
mya, C.K:Simja, k. RBemya, K. Vijithra Kaliva
K. Reshma
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Group Dance:

0. Dinl Maol, T.B. Athira, T.E. Anusree Raj, R

Ancy Freddy, B.M. Maenu SRR
M. Shalini, A. Anushz, D.P Aswinl, J. Moni- SRt i
ka, Mary Remi, R. Ancy, Aberna Christal P
1T Antin Steffy, R. Nivetha, B, Nithisha, P
¥ v ) hMankaral I

Shalinl, M. Mernizsha, G. Meena

Mime

E. Edwitch Roshan, Mary Ienisha, D. Subin
Raj, 0. Sojan, 5. Usha, PV Babizha

Kaisalayilai

D. Belgin Festus, D. Began Festus, K

Manao|, D. Livin Raj, M. Ravichandran Munchirai Il

Subin, Libin

Beljin, V. Angesh, C.W. Stalin, Ashwin

Samuvel, Bibin loze, Ajith Singh, Amulya Muzhucode 1]

Cyril Raj

Best Choreography

0. Dini Maol, TB. Athira, TB. Anusres Ra|,

Sabin, R.&. Abisha, R Ancy Freddy, B.M. Vayalinkarai |

Meenu, D. Martin, Jaffer

Reshma, Babitha, Aneesh, Beljin, Samuvel,

Jiju Mol, €M Stalin, Amulya Cyril Ra] Mszhtisore .

C.R.Aswin, V.5_Anjali, C5. Bency Babu, J

Jehnsila, K. Dhanya Mo, K. Surjith Kumar, Nithiravilal I
W5 A3y, Ko Eathessh

Mobile Photography

Maobil Malaicode |

D. Prazanth Vayalinkaral Il

4szir Aajz Shenkotial 1]
Aslin lohny Pilankalal IV
Abish Anzlyadi v

D. Belgin Festus Munchirai Vi
|.-Arun Xavier Paraicode Vil
Anish Killyoor VI
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libin \argese Joseph kaliyal X
Ajit Killiyoor i
Special Prizes

Asir Ra) Shenkottai

hichet Shenkotai

Sathya Prabhs Shenkotta

Wijila lancy Shenkottai

Freenz Shenkotia

Thersza Shenkottai

Lijita Mary Shankottal
Icnisha Sebastian Shenkotia
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BISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS DECEMBER 2018

Dor | DAY TIME EVENTS
1-2 059.00 am Diocesan Bible Conventon
3 " 07.00am- Saveriarpuram: Feast Day Holy Qurbana
VBN | e a0 pm Magercoil: UCC- €51 Home Church
4-5 | Tue | O0900@m: Curia Mesting
‘ Thy 1000 am Meeting With Christian Workers
? 11 80am Meeting With Mr. Subash
¥ Fri 0300 pm  Arivankavu: Holy Qurbana
11.008m Padanthalumoedu: Convacation for Counselor
= Sat | DL00pm  Office Blessing of Marian Senatl
0300 pm  Kamara] Nagar: Carols Singing Competition

[Benmu waT 77
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9{12 pm | Mesting of Kaikars| Tami Nadu Regional Youth Meet
g Sun | 03.00 pm | Soosaipuram: New Teachers Orientation Programme
04.00 pm  Meyyoor: Regional Christmas Celebration
10 | Mon | 12.00 pm | Nagercooil: Ecumenical Christmas Meeting
1 | Tue 07.00 am  Thuckalay: Holy Mass at CMC Regional Houss
0930 am  Bishop's House: Curia hMeeting
17 | wed 0900 am Thenkasi: Marriage Qurbana
03.00 pm . Vailankarai: Visit of W-5tar MD, Ms sheelz
13]14 | Fri | 1000 am Bishop's House | Death Anniv of Fr. Thaomas Thekkeyil
10.00am  Nagercoil: Ecumenical Christmas Gathering
15 |53t | D200 pm Thuckalay: Christmas Gathering with Institutional Staff
D6.00pm  Wedding Anniversary at Thirunelveli
16 |5un | 08.00am | Madurai Hoby Qurbena| Shenkotisi PreChrstres Gathering
17 | Mon | D.00am | Mulagumoodu: Christmas Gathering st Manjil Milk Plant
AB]19 | Tue | 04.00 pm Pre-Christmas Celebration of Priests| Bishop's House
. 1200 pm  Arumanai: Marriage & Inter Refigious Meet
1 0530 pm - Thuckalay: Christmas Celebration with Neighborhood
: 230 pm | Christmas Gathering with Bishop's House Staff
21 Fri ¥ ?
0400 pm  Soosaipuram: Kids Day
39 | <at 10.30am Christmas Gathering with CRI| with Well-Wizhers
07-00 pm  Minor Seminary: Christmas Gathering
10.00 am  Jubilee Meeting at C5! Church Pulippanam
53 | =un 01.00 pm | Christmas Gathering with Major Seminarians
05.00pm  Marthandam: Church Blessing
000 pm | Bishop's House Community Gathering
| 1030 am Thadikkarakonam: Church Alter Blessing / Mankarai:
on 11100 pim | Christmas Holy Qurbana
25 |Tus |0530pm Kulashekaram :Regional UCC Christmas Gathering
26 |Wed |D7.00am Munchirai: First Holy Communion == Changanassery
7 | 09 30am  Chethipuzha: Priestly Ordination of CWMI Deacons
9 04.00 pm  First Holy Communion and Family Gathering
28 | Fri 11.80am Mzannanam: Feast Day Holy Qurbana
0230 pm | Changanasseny: Xmas Gathering with Well-Wishers
29 (Sat | 04.00 pm | Wedding Jubilee Holy Qurbana: Perents of Fr. Thomas
09.00 pm Thuckalay| =>To Bangslore
30 |Sun | 09.00am  Bangalore: Salesian Brothers Congress
31 | Mon | 8700 pm | Kunnuvitais Hoby Qurbana
; Fr. Shajan Nettapongzu |Bishop's Secretan
2y | Bepumer } ROnEsLERshon '
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