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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISHI *P'S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District
Tamilnadu — 629175, India
Phone: +91-4651-250633
Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/138/2022
30 September 2022

Dear Readers,

Greetings and prayerful wishes Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

In this circular, I want to reflect with you on the nobility of our
priesthood, which we have received generously from God. The idea
of priesthood has its roots in the Old Testament and especially in
the book of Exodus. Reading the book of Exodus, one can notice
a disclosure that is being developed from a distant deity of an
oppressed people in Egypt to an intimate relationship with the people
of Israel on their way to the Promised Land. The book begins with
God delivering the Israelites from oppression in Egypt. Deliverance
leads to responsibility on the part of God’s people. Geographically,
the first part takes place in Egypt, while the second part begins and
ends at Mount Sinai in the wilderness. The themes that the book
deals with include deliverance, covenant and presence.

In all these themes, relationship with Yahweh is crucial and it requires
obedience on the part of the people. In fact, God’s instructions
regarding the Decalogue cover both vertical and horizontal
dimensions, involving correct attitudes and actions towards God and
towards humanity. Every area of life must yield to the relationship of
covenant with the Lord. Accordingly, family, social, individual, and
corporate rights are presented in the book.

The book of Exodus is rich in theology. Various aspects of theology
have their foundation in this book. Some these theological aspects
concerning God that stands out in the book are name, power, holiness,
faithfulness, salvation and presence.
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The name of Yahweh stands out in the book. In his conversation
with God, Moses had a feeling that the people are going to ask God’s
name. What is he to say to them? His question assumes more than a
name, for the name would answer what this deity could do for Israel.
God answers, “I am who I am” (3:14), a sentence that continues to
baffle scholars. In the context, the name signifies that this deity will
act on behalf of Israel. The God of Israel liberates from oppression.
He redeems elects, establishes a relationship and fulfils his promises
(6:6-8). Pharaoh, the Egyptians, Moses, and the people of Israel
witness the quality of the name. For this reason, the name is not to be
used in an empty way, according to the third commandment (20:7).
When God passes by Moses on the mountain, the proclamation
begins with a twofold repetition, “Yahweh, Yahweh” (34:6), and is
followed by theological terms that explain God’s character of glory
or goodness, all part of the content of who this deity is. Yahweh is
the name of Israel’s God with full meaning for them.

The second aspect of theology is power of God. The book of Exodus
exudes the power of Yahweh. In the ten plagues, Yahweh pits his
power against the power of Pharaoh. Each plague shows God’s
control of this world. Moses participates as the messenger because
he has witnessed some miracles to affirm God’s call. Parting the
Red Sea stands as a great example of God’s power. The event not
only saves Israel, but also destroys her enemies, the Egyptian army.
In addition, God’s providence for Israel shows his power. Water,
manna, help in combat, and guidance display his abilities to provide
for Israel’s needs.

The third aspect of theology is holiness. Exodus 15:11 asks, “Who
is like you, majestic in holiness?”” At the burning bush, Moses is
warned to take off his sandals because the area is “holy ground”
(3:5). Moral quality exemplifies this deity. The commandments
assume God’s holiness. In light of who God is, Israel is to be “a holy
nation” (19:6 ), obeying the commandments and ordinances.

The fourth aspect of theology is faithfulness. Exodus phrases
God’s faithfulness in terms of ‘remembrance.’ God remembered his
covenant with the ‘fathers,” Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. To remember
his promises means that he acts in the light of his remembrance. In
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this case, he sends a deliverer (Moses) who will lead Israel to the
land promised to the patriarchs.

In return to God’s faithfulness, Israel is to be faithful to Yahweh. The
first commandment states that they are to have no other gods. No
idols or images are to replace God. After all, there are no other gods
who can stand with God. Victory over the gods of Egypt confirms
this viewpoint.

But unfortunately, Israel failed to be faithful to Yahweh and this led
to God’s judgment. Israel knows that Yahweh is to be feared, for
they witnessed his work in Egypt and experienced his presence on
the mountain. However, their memory appears brief. God’s anger
may be averted by intercession and repentance holds the possibility
of aversion of God's wrath, although Pharaoh does not do so in a
meaningful way. Failure to obey may lead to a sin offering, an act
that satisfies God. Atonement by blood cleanses the priests and the
people, satisfying God's wrath.

God holds Israel responsible for obeying his instructions. Psalms 78
and 106 recount what God did in the book of Exodus and how Israel
knew the commandments, but failed to obey. Relationship demands
that both sides act faithfully.

Then, there is the aspect of salvation. God acts to save Israel from
their plight. Salvation has a tangible side, namely, deliverance from
Egypt. God initiates his salvation by observing Israel's groanings.
He then takes steps to realize change, first by choosing a deliverer
and then by bringing out the children of Israel from Egypt.

Redemption leads to a permanent relationship with the deity who
worked for Israel. Although the redemption could be limited to
political and economic conditions, as liberation theologians argue,
the account in Exodus includes and goes beyond these areas. The
relationship with their benefactor will impact their whole existence.
Covenant that indicates the relationship, demands total commitment
from both parties, though God has already worked and will prove
faithful in the future. Remembrance of the way God has worked takes
place in the festivals, the Passover being the one that rehearses the

& O i 6
05/10/2022



5

exodus events. The festivals say to Israel that the God who worked
in the past will continue to work in the present and in the future.

Finally there is the aspect of presence. The revelation of God’s
presence develops from hiddenness to a permanent site of presence,
the tabernacle. The narrator indicates that God Ilurks in the
background in the first two chapters. In chapter 3 the Lord speaks
with Moses, revealing himself and his plans. He even dialogues with
Moses, showing that he speaks in ways humans understand.

As the book unfolds, God’s presence takes tangible directions with
specific instructions to Moses in Egypt and at the mountain. Israel
witnesses God’s presence in the storm at Mount Sinai. As the people
draw nearer to the deity who has been working in their behalf, they
fear for themselves and ask Moses to continue to intercede for them.
It is as though they need distance from God; presence draws near,
but the people cannot take it. God continues to speak through Moses,
but Israel is held responsible for the words from their leader.

To demonstrate more clearly God’s presence, the tabernacle is built.
The presence of God rests in the midst of Israel in the tabernacle. It
veils God’s presence in a way that the people can handle. Yahweh
meets with Moses there. The people understand the implications
because of the specific symbolism of the sanctuary in the centre of
the camp.

With Yahweh at their core, Moses as intermediary, and the people in
covenantrelationship, Israel may advance beyond the book of Exodus
to experience the Lord’s will. In order to perpetuate this relationship,
as expressed in the various aspects of theology concerning God, we
have the institution of the priesthood. The Scriptures understood
priesthood as universal and ministerial.

When St Peter called the Christian faithful as “royal priesthood”
(1 Pet. 2:9)echoing Exodus 19:6, where the Lord calls his chosen
people, Israel, “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” Peter is
alluding to the universality of priesthood in continuity between the
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Israel of God and the Christian Church.

St Paul identifies Christians as “the Israel of God” in Galatians
6:16. This is not to say that God has abandoned physical Israel
but that covenantal relationship with the Father is determined by
union with Christ and no longer merely by ethnic relationship with
Abraham. This comparison between the Israel of God in the Old
Covenant and the Israel of God in the New is the key for showing
the reasonableness of the existence of a ministerial priesthood within
the New Testament Church.

Even though in the Old Testament all the Israelites were considered
priests, there existed a specific ministerial priesthood. For example,
just a few verses after the Israelites are called a “kingdom of priests,”
one discovers a distinct order of men who are considered priests
apart from the people: “And also let the priests who come near to
the Lord consecrate themselves, lest the Lord break out upon them”
(Ex. 19:22).

In verse 24 we read: “And the Lord said to him: go down, and come
up bringing Aaron with you; but do not let the priests and the people
break through to come up to the Lord.” What priesthood might this
be? It is the firstborn priesthood whose priestly office would be
given over to the Levites in Exodus 32 after the golden calf incident.
The Lord says to Moses, “Behold, I have taken the Levites from
among the people of Israel instead of every firstborn that opens the
womb among the people of Israel” (Num. 3:12). Clearly, we can
surmise that the old covenant had two priesthoods: the universal and
the ministerial.

We can also understand the reasonableness of ministerial priesthood
by looking at the New Testament against the backdrop of the
threefold structure of the priesthood after Israel became a nation
under the leadership of Moses and Aaron. Aaron is constituted as
the single high priest according to Exodus 30:30 - the top level. His
sons Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar minister with him as priests
according to Exodus 28:21 - the middle level. Finally, as mentioned
before, all the Israelites were universal priests according to Exodus
19:6 - the bottom level.
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When we compare this structure to the New Testament, we can
see clearly the top level, which is occupied by a single high priest,
Jesus. Hebrews 3:1 reads, “Therefore, holy brethren, who share in
a heavenly call, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our
confession.”

Along with the top level, the bottom level is also explicitly revealed
in 1 Peter 2:5, 9: “Like living stones be yourselves built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood. . . . But you are a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people.”

When one puts these levels of priesthood in the New Covenant
alongside the three levels in the Old, the only level missing is the
middle - namely, those priests who minister with the high priest,
Jesus. The Catholic Church identifies this level as the hierarchical
priesthood, which consists of both the episcopate and the presbyterate.

Jesus established a ministerial priesthood when he gave the apostles
priestly duties. In the biblical tradition there are certain actions that
are constituted specifically as priestly actions. We know a priest by
what a priest does. We find Jesus conferring priestly duties on the
apostles, and we conclude that he is constituting them as priests.
The most important priestly duties that Jesus enjoined the Apostles
are the forgiveness of sins and the offering of sacrifice. In John
20:20-23, Jesus transfers to the apostles his power to forgive sins
when he said: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Similarly, Jesus gave
the Apostles the priestly duty of offering sacrifice, particularly the
sacrifice that he offered at the Last Supper, when he said: “Do this in
remembrance of me” (Lk 22:19).

Thus, we can notice a divine plan for the building of a new covenant
ministerial priesthood. He established the Church as the New Israel
paralleling the priestly ranks of old. He invests his apostles with
certain duties that, when compared with the Old Testament, prove
to be priestly. Through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he leads
them to recognize and exercise their priestly prerogatives. Such
prerogatives are even transferred to other men outside the college of
the twelve apostles. In light of this divine plan, we can say that Christ
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willed for his Church to have a ministerial-hierarchical priesthood
that is distinct from the common-universal priesthood.

The ministerial priesthood that we have received is a gift that God
has generously lavished upon us over and above the universal
priesthood which every Christian is entitled to. We have to be grateful
to God for this precious gift. We also have a bounden duty to bring
to fruition this gift by serving the people who are entrusted to our
care. Otherwise, we will find wanting like that servant who hid his
master’s talent. May the annual retreat that we are making become
an occasion for deeper reflection on the quality of our priesthood!

Dear Fathers, we are entering the month of October, which is
dear to every Catholic. It is definitely a beautiful month in which
we manifest our devotion to Mother Mary, in a special way, by
praying the holy rosary. It is also a grace-filled time for receiving
the showers of blessings from our heavenly Mother. Just like the
blooming roses which beautify our gardens and refresh the air with
their sweet fragrance, the presence of our blessed Mother beautifies
our parish communities, removes every element of evil and spreads
the fragrance of her maternal love, peace, serenity and harmony. Our
Blessed Lord wants the heart of every priest to be a home of Mother
Mary, where she is the mother, guide and help. Let us give her the
rightful place and honour her with profound love and devotion
especially on the feast of the Holy Rosary.

With my prayers and blessings,

Yours in Christ Jesus,

A tf_x:-‘i‘*ﬂ:—
T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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wapbracL Saflur asiHser

Transfer and Appointments

Sl | Name Current Place | Transfer Current and
NO Effect from | Additional Re-
sponsibilities
1 | Fr. Subin | Mukkoottukal [ 01 October | Reappointed as
Scaria 2022 Parish Priest of
Holy Family
Church,
Mukkoottukal
2 | Fr. Jogi Minor 01 October | Procurator of
Marangattu | Seminary, 2022 St. Mary’s Mi-
CMI Mukkoottukal nor Seminary
3 | Fr. Anil 21 Assistant Di-
Raj September | rector of Sinai
2022 Retreat Centre,
Kalluvilai
4 | Fr. Prince |St. James 10 October | Overseas Mis-
Maliyil Church, 2022 sion, Diocese
Mankarai of Limerick,
Ireland
5 | Fr. Jogesh 10 October | Parish Priest
Polachira 2022 of St. James

Church,
Mankarai
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MONTHLY AGENDA - OCTOBER 2022

DAT DAY

1 Sat

TIME
10.00 am

03.20 pm

EVENTS

Cleaning camp at Utharamcode by St.
Vincent de Paul Society members

Blessing of Cemetery and Golden
Jubilee celebration at Pilankalai

Sun -
Wed

Educare camp at Kalluvilai

Mon
- Tue

5 Wed

6 Thu

Vocation discernment camp for boys &
girls (IX —XII std) at Padanthalumoodu

9:30 am

Catechesis teachers’ Seminar at
Kalluvilai

10.00 am

03.00 pm

Forane level Kuzanthai Isso Iyakkam
seminar at Pilankarai

Forane level Kuzanthai Isso Iyakkam
seminar at Kaliyal

7 Fri

9.30 am

9.30 am
10.00 am

02.00 pm

Marriage preparation course at Kalluvilai
One day convention at Vattakottai
Forane level Kuzanthai Isso Iyakkam
seminar at Padanthalumoodu

Forane level Kuzanthai Isso Iyakkam
seminar at Munchirai

8 Wed

9.30 am

10.00 am

10.00 am

02.00 pm

9.30 am
5.00 pm

Marriage preparation course at Kalluvilai

Commemmoration Holy Qurbana of Mar
Mathew Kavukattu at Changanacherry
Cathedral

Forane level Kuzanthai Isso Iyakkam
seminar at Manjalumoodu

Forane level Kuzanthai Isso Iyakkam
seminar at Kattathurai

Marriage preparation course at Kalluvilai-
Priests’ Conference and Annual Retreat for
Priests’
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10- MOI,I Annual Retreat for Priests
14 - Fri
930 am CRI Retreat at Kalluvilai
14 Fri Eparchial Day Celebration Committee
2.00 pm  peeting
10.00 am Mental Health Day celebration at Kallu-
vilai
I5 Sat  10.00 am . . . .
Eparchial convention committee meeting
230 pm  Eparchial Assembly committee meeting
130 SMYM - Nithiravilai Forane Gathering
=Y P ot Nithiravilai
Forane Level Writing Competition by
Bl Catechism Department
) SMYM Eaprchy of Thuckalay
6:00 pm Mini Orchestra Launch
Diocesan and Congregations’ English
18 Tue | 2:30 pm Medium Schools’ Principals and
correspondents Meeting at Sangamam
19- Wed .
21 - Fri 09.30 am Interdepartmental Meetings
0930 am CML Platinum Jubilee committee meeting
22 Sat One day convention at Sinai Retreat Center
09.30am 4 Kalluvillai
23 Sun 230 pm Rosary Procession from Palappallam to
Soosaipuram
10.00 am | Food Fest & Dance Fest at Kalluvilai
24 Mon
2:00 pm | SMYM - Central Leaders’ meeting
27 - | Thu - e
30 | Sat Sinai Residential Retreat at Sangamam
Sunday School I Sem Examination
30 Sun Online Mega Bible Quiz
1.30 pm  SMYM — Manjalumoodu Forane Gathering
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ST. ALPHONSA COMMUNITY HALL BLESSING
ARIYUR, MADURALI, 18/09/2022

ONE DAY RETREAT, TENKASI MISSION,
PULIYARAI, 25/09/2022

SMYM, PADANTHALUMOODU YOUTH MEET, 18/09/2022



ST. MOTHER TERESA CHURCH
CONSECRATION, KALLUVILAI, 04/09/2022

BLESSING OF GROTTO AND RENOVATED
CHURCH, VARUTHATTU, 10.09.2022
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