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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISH_*P'S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District
Tamilnadu - 629175, India
Phone: +91-4651-250633
Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/162/2024
Dear Readers, 30 September 2024
Greetings and prayerful wishes from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

I write to you today with a heavy heart, yet with hope and
determination, to address a concerning trend affecting our Eparchy
and the universal Church. When I go for pastoral visits, I see a decline
in the number of people attending the Church. While discussing
the issue with the parish council members, they told me that some
families left the Church and joined other denominations. Some of
them leave the Church even after the intervention of their respective
parish priests. I remember discussing this particular issue with you
during the batch-wise priests' meeting. This exodus is not merely
a matter of changing attendance numbers;it represents a profound
challenge to our pastoral mission and the spiritual well-being of the
flock entrusted to our care.

As shepherds of Christ’s Church, we are called to feed his
sheep and tend his lambs. Today, more than ever,this sacred duty
requires our utmost attention and concerted effort. In this letter, [ want
to explore the reasons behind this phenomenon, suggest measures to
prevent it, and discuss how we, as priests, can be more vigilant in
nurturing and retaining our flock within the embrace of the Catholic
Church. Let us approach this challenge with the wisdom of serpents
and the innocence of doves, guided by the Holy Spirit and rooted in
Christ’s love for his Church.

What are the possible reasons for Catholics leaving the
Church and joining other denominations? Let us pinpoint at least
some of them.

Spiritual and Pastoral Factors

One of the primary reasons we see Catholics leaving for
other denominations is a perceived lack of spiritual fulfilment within
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our parishes. Many of our faithful seek more engaging worship
experiences that speak to their hearts and souls. They yearn for a
deeper, more personal relationship with God that feels immediate
and transformative. We must ask ourselves if our liturgies and
pastoral approaches are truly meeting these spiritual needs or if they
have become routine and disconnected from the lived experiences of
our parishioners.

Moreover, inadequate pastoral care has left many isolated
and unsupported, especially during critical life transitions or personal
crises. When our faithful face challenges such as loss, illness, or
major life decisions,they need to feel the embrace of their Church
community and the guidance of their pastors. If they perceive a lack
of support or understanding during these crucial moments, they
may seek comfort elsewhere, often in communities offering more
personalised attention and emotional support.

Doctrinal and Theological Issues

Disagreement with or misunderstanding Church teachings is
another significant factor driving Catholics to other denominations.
In an age of widespread information and diverse viewpoints, many
of our faithful struggle to reconcile certain Catholic doctrines
with their personal beliefs or societal norms. Some are attracted
to denominations that offer simpler or more liberal theological
interpretations, which they perceive as more aligned with their
worldview or moral judgments.A general lack of understanding of
Catholic traditions and practices exacerbates this trend. Insufficient
catechesis and faith formation have left many Catholics ill-equipped
to appreciate the depth and richness of our faith. Without a solid
foundation in Catholic theology and tradition, our faithful may find
themselves swayed by arguments or interpretations that seem more
accessible or appealing on the surface.

Social and Cultural Influences

The increasing secularisation of society presents a formidable
challenge to our Church. As religious influence in public life declines,
our faithful are constantly exposed to competing worldviews and
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value systems that often contradict Catholic teaching. This cultural
shift can erode faith and make the Church’s claims seem less relevant
or credible in the eyes of some believers.

Furthermore, the influence of family and friends must be
considered. Mixed-faith marriages or relationships can lead to a
gradual drift away from Catholic practice, especially if the non-
Catholic partners are more active in their faith community. Among
youth and young adults, peer pressure and the desire to fit in with
friends from other denominations or secular backgrounds can be a
powerful force drawing them away from their Catholic roots.

Institutional Challenges

We must also confront the painful reality that Church
scandals, particularly those involving abuse and subsequent
coverups, have deeply shaken the faith of many Catholics. Needless
to say, the ongoing disagreements about celebrating Holy Qurbana in
our Syro-Malabar Church can cause scandal for our faithful. These
events have led to a profound loss of trust in Church leadership and
disillusionment with institutional structures. Many of our faithful
struggle to reconcile their love for the Church with the human
failings of some of its members and leaders.

Additionally, some perceive the Catholic Church as overly
rigid or lacking adaptability in the face of changing social norms
and cultural shifts. This view can lead people to seek out faith
communities that they perceive as more flexible or in tune with
contemporary issues and lifestyles.

Having identified some of the causes of the departures, let us
consider some preventive measures that can arrest this trend in our
Eparchy.

Enhancing Spiritual Life and Worship

To address the spiritual hunger of our faithful, we must
commit ourselves to revitalising our liturgical celebrations. This
involves fostering active participation and deeper engagement in the
Holy Qurbana and other sacraments. We should strive to improve the
quality of our sermons, ensuring that they address our parishioners’
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real-life concerns and spiritual needs. The homilies should connect
the Word of God to our life situations. Enhancing our music ministry
can also contribute significantly to creating a more engaging and
uplifting worship experience.

Beyond the liturgy, we must promote a culture of prayer
and contemplative practices within our parishes.Offering retreats,
establishing prayer groups, and providing opportunities for spiritual
direction can help our faithful develop a richer interior life.
Encouraging Eucharistic adoration and Marian devotions can also
deepen their connection to Catholic spirituality and traditions.

Strengthening Catechesis and Faith Formation

We must develop comprehensive, age-appropriate faith
education programmes to combat confusion and strengthen faith.
These should focus not only on explaining Catholic doctrine but
also on addressing common misconceptions and questions. Our
catechesis should equip the faithful to understand and articulate
their faith in the face of challenges from secular society and other
religious perspectives.

In this digital age, we must use modern media and technology
for faith formation. Creating online resources,podcasts, and
engaging social media content can reach our faithful where they are,
especially the younger generations. Virtual faith-sharing groups and
online Bible studies can provide additional learning and community
building avenues.

Building Vibrant Parish Communities

Our parishes must become beacons of welcome and inclusion.
We should develop ministries catering to various life stages and
needs, ensuring every community member feels, seen and valued.
Encouraging the active participation of small faith communities
(Uraviam) and support groups within the parish can provide he
sense of belonging and personal connection many seek.

Promoting active lay participation is crucial in building a
vibrant parish life. We must empower lay leaders and volunteers,
recognising their gifts and allowing them to take ownership of
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various aspects of parish life. Developing strong parish councils
and ministry teams can create a sense of shared responsibility and
mission among our faithful.

Addressing Social and Cultural Challenges

To counter the effects of secularisation, we must engage in
meaningful dialogue with the broader culture.Organising forums on
faith and contemporary issues can help our faithful see the relevance
of Catholic teaching to modern life. Participating in interfaith and
ecumenical activities can broaden understanding and strengthen our
Catholic identity through respectful engagement with others.

Supporting families in faith transmission is vital. We should
offer robust marriage preparation and enrichment programs that
emphasise the role of faith in family life. Providing resources and
guidance for parents to nurture faith at home can ensure that Catholic
values and practices are reinforced in daily life.

Improving Institutional Transparency and Accountability

To rebuild trust, we must implement best practices in church
governance. This includes ensuring financial transparency and
ethical management at all levels of the Church. Involving the laity
in decision-making processes can also help restore confidence in our
institutions.

We must continue to address scandals and misconduct
proactively and with utmost seriousness. Establishing clear protocols
for reporting and investigation and providing compassionate pastoral
care for those affected by abuse are essential steps in healing wounds
and preventing future transgressions.

The priests are crucial in preventing departures as they live closer
to the people in the different parishes and institutions. As pastors of
souls, they have a bounden duty to be watchful and alert in identifying
such occurrences and taking proactive measures to block them.

Pastoral Vigilance

As priests, our role in preventing the exodus of our faithful is crucial
and multifaceted. First and foremost, we must cultivate personal
relationships with our parishioners. Regular home visits and one-
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on-one conversations allow us to know our flock intimately,
tounderstand their joys and struggles, and to be attuned to signs
of disengagement or doubt. Being present and accessible, we can
address concerns before they lead to alienation from the Church.

Providing compassionate spiritual guidance is at the heart
of our priestly ministry. We must be ready to offer counselling and
support during life challenges, addressing doubts and questions with
patience and wisdom. Our role is to accompany our faithful through
the complexities of life, helping them to see how their faith can be a
source of strength and guidance in all circumstances.

Leading by Example

Our personal witness is perhaps our most powerful tool in
retaining and inspiring our flock. Maintaining a strong personal
prayer life and spiritual discipline is essential. When our parishioners
see in us the joy and fulfilment that comes from deep Catholic faith,
it can be a compelling argument against leaving the Church. Sharing
our faith journeys, including our struggles and moments of grace,
can help others navigate theirspiritual paths.

Continual formation and education are also vital. We must
stay informed on current theological and pastoral issues. Attend
retreats and workshops to enhance our knowledge about the Church
and grow spiritually. A priest who is actively growing in faith
and knowledge is better equipped to guide others and address the
complex questions of our time.

Collaborative Ministry

Effective ministry in today’s Church requires collaboration.
We must work closely with lay leaders and volunteers, delegating
responsibilities and empowering others to serve. This approach
lightens our load and fosters a sense of shared mission and ownership
within the parish community. When people feel they have a stake in
the Church, they are less likely to leave it.

Networking with other parishes and Eparchial offices can
provide valuable resources and ideas. Sharing best practices and
coordinating larger-scale initiatives can create a sense of unity and
dynamism that extends beyond individual parish boundaries.
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Outreach and Evangelization

We must be proactive in reaching out to lapsed Catholics.
Organising “Come Home” or “Back to Church” campaigns and
events can provide a welcoming pathway for those who have
drifted away. It is important to create a non-judgmental process
for returning Catholics, one that acknowledges their journey and
warmly reintegrates them into the community.

Finally, we should equip our active parishioners for
evangelisation. Offering training in sharing faith and answering
common questions can turn our faithful into effective ambassadors
for the Church. Encouraging and supporting lay-led outreach efforts
can multiply our impact and create a culture of active faith-sharing
within our communities.

Dear Fathers, the challenge before us is significant but not
insurmountable. The exodus of Catholics to other denominations
calls us to renew our commitment to vibrant, engaging, and deeply
spiritual ministry. It is an opportunity for us to examine our practices,
strengthen our communities, and deepen our own faith and that of
our flock.

Let us approach this task with hope and determination,
knowing Christ guides and strengthens his Church. I encourage you
to reflect on the ideas presented in this letter and engage in ongoing
dialogue with your brother priests, parishioners, and diocesan
leadership as we address this challenge.

Remember, each soul in our care is precious to God. Let our
every action and decision be guided by love -love for God, love for
His Church, and love for the people entrusted to our care. Through
our faithful service and the grace of God, may we not only stem the
tide of Catholics leaving the Church but also ignite a renewal that
draws many back to the fullness of faith in the Catholic tradition.
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I assure you of my prayers and support as we undertake
this important work together. May Our Lady,Mother of the Church,
intercede for us and for all those we serve.

CONCLUSION

October is the month of the mission, although our Syro-Malabar
Church normally celebrates it at the beginning of every year. While
praying for all the missionaries and financially supporting them
through our collections, let us make ourselves worthy missionaries of
Christ. We are entering the month of the holy rosary. The holy rosary
holds significant importance in the lives of Catholic priests, serving
as a powerful tool for prayer, meditation, and spiritual growth. This
devotional practice centred around the life of Jesus Christ and the
Blessed Virgin Mary, provides a structured method to deepen our
faith and strengthen our relationship with God. By regularly praying
the rosary, we can reflect on the mysteries of Christ's life,death, and
resurrection, which informs and enriches our pastoral ministry. The
rosary also provides comfort and guidance during challenging times,
offering a means to seek mediation from the Virgin Mary. As spiritual
leaders, we need to encourage our parishioners to embrace this
devotion, making it an essential aspect of their role in fostering the
faith of their community. Let us solemnise the devotional practices
we have chalked out for this month so that our people are spiritually
enriched in praying for the rosary. May they come closer to Jesus
and Mary!

May our Blessed Mother intercede for each one of us!
Yours in Christ Jesus,
X k bl
T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS - OCTOBER- 2024

FR. AJIN C JOSEPH 04
FR. LINTOMON THAKIDIEL 05
FR. JOHN JOSEPH 17
FR. KURIAN MATHEW KOIPURAM 20
FR. JOSEPH (BIBIN) KOCHEETHARA 26
FR. AUGUSTINE THALODIL 27
FR. JOSE ALBERT CMI 27

FEASTDAY OF REV. FATHERS-OCTOBER- 2024

FR. SHOJI PUTHENPURACKAL 09
FR. STANLEY CHELLIYIL CMI 14
FR. LUKA KOLLAMPARAMPIL CMI 18

FR. JOHN PAUL PUTHUVALPUTHEN 22
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MONTHLY AGENDA -OCTOBER 2024

DAT DAY

1 Tue

TIME

10.00 am
10.00 am

EVENTS

SINALI: Intercessory prayer @ Kalluvilai
VOC : Vocation Camp @ Kaliyal &
Manjalummoodu Foranes

2 Wed

09.00 am
9.30 am
10.00 am
04.00 pm

KKSSS : KKSSS General Body Meeting
VP : Cleaning Camp @ Idaicode Govt.
Hospital

VOC : Vocation Camp @ Nithiravilai &
Padanthalummoodu Foranes EC : Drug
Addiction Awareness rally @ Plankalai

3 Thu

10.00 am

CML : Forane Directors Meeting

10.00 am
04.00 pm

SINAI : One day Convention @
Vattakottai Mar Mathew Kavukattu
Requiem Holy Qurbana @
Changanachery

10.00 am
10.00 am

URAVIUM : Forane Animators Meet
@ Bishop’s House

VOC : Vocation Camp @ Arukai
Forane

04.00 pm
02.00 pm
02.00 pm
02.00 pm

LAITY : Diocesan Level Executive
Meeting @ Kalluvilai CML :

Leaders meet of Nithiravilai
Padanthalummoodu Foranes FA :
Parish Visit MS : Regional Meeting @
Kottar Bishop’s House

10.00 am

Annual Retreat for priests

SINALI : Intercessory prayer @ Kallu-
vilai

SO G
05/10/2024

10.00 am
10.00 am

KKSSS : Educare Class @ Kalluvilai
FA : Marriage Preparation Course




12 Sat

10.00 am

10.00 am
03.00 pm
03.00 pm
06.30 pm

49

KKSSS : Educare Class @ Kalluvilai
FA : Marriage Preparation

Course SMYM : Annual Day@
Padanthalummoodu MS : Executive
Meeting @ Padanthalumoodu SINAI
: Evening Retreat @ Malaicode

13  Sun

10.00 am
02.00pm
02.30pm

FA : Marriage Preparation Course /
Parish Visit Rosary Procession @ Tenkasi
VP: Area Council Meeting @ Forane
Centers KII : Visiting sick and praying
Rosary in all units

14 Mon

10.00 am
02.00 pm
03.00 pm

Meeting Sinai Retreat Center Team @
Bishop’s House

Meeting with College of Consultors @
Bishop’s House

EC : UCC Monthly Meeting

15 Tue

10.00 am

SINAI : Intercessory prayer @ Kallu-
vilai

16 Wed

18 Fri

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

10.00 am
02.30 pm
06.30 pm

19 Sat

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

20 Sun

02.00 pm
02.00 pm
03.00 pm

Meeting Pulari Press Director and
Staffs @ Bishop’s House

KKSSS : World food day celebration
at S centers

KKSSS : Save a family cluster level
meeting @ Athencode

Departmental Meetings @ Bishop’s
House Assembly Drafting committee
meeting @ Bishop’s House

SINAI : Evening Retreat @
Palappallan

KKSSS : Save family cluster level
meeting @ Kazhuvanthittai

KKSSS : Horticulture training
Program @ Pilankarai

FA : Kaliyal Forane Workshop
Mission Sunday HEALTH :
Awareness program on addiction and
Parenting @ Mankarai FA : Bible
Sentence writing competition / Parish
Visit MC : Comitium Meeting @
Padantnalummoodu
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10.00 am
21 Mon 02.30 pm

05.00 pm
22  Tue 10.00 am
23 Wed 10.00 am

10.00 am
26 Sat

10.00 am
27  Sun  02.00 pm
28 Mon 02.30 pm

10.00 am
29 Tue

10.00 am
31 Thu 09.00 am

& O a5 6
05/10/2024

Meeting with KKSSS Director and
staffs @ Bishop’s House

Meeting with Sinai Theological
Director and staffs @ Bishop’s House

EC : UCC Karungal Center Meeting
@ Karungal

SINALI : Intercessory prayer @
Kalluvilai

HEALTH : Training program for
parents of Special school Children @
Palappallam

FA : Arukani Forane Visit by Director

SINAI : One day Special Retreat @
Kalluvilai

Diocesan Rosary Procession from
Chenamcode to Kulashekaram

Meeting with Diocesan Choir Ministry @
Bishop’s House

SINALI : Intercessory prayer @ Kalluvilai
KKSSS : Drug Addiction Awareness class
(@ Chenamcode

Installation of Bishop Mar Thomas Tharayil
@ Changancherry

VERY REV. FR, THOMAS POWATHUPARAMPIL

VICAR GENERAL
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BISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS - October 2024

DAT DAY TIME EVENTS
1 Tue 6.00 pm Annikarai : Feast day Qurbana
09.00 am | Kalluvilai : KKSSS General Body
Meeting Plankalai : UCC De Addic-
S Vo tion rally Manjalummoodu : Feast
06.00 pm | gay Qurbana
Changanacherry : Mar Mathew
N T Kavukattu Requiem Holy Qurbana
4 i 10.00 am Thuckalay : Benefactors Visit
06.00 pm Kattathurai : Feast day Qurbana
10.00 am Thuckalay : Uravium animators
5 Sat meeting
03.00 pm Thyckalay : Curia Meeting
6 Sun 08.00 am Plankalai: Feast day Qurbana
711 Mon Sangamam : Annual Retreat for
Fri Priests
Padanthalummoodu : SMYM
12 Sat  03.00pm L7 00o) Day
13 Sun 02.00 pm Tenkasi: Rosary Procession
Thuckalay : Meeting Sinai Retreat
10.00 am Center Team
14  Mon . .
02.00 pm Thuckalay : Meeting with College of
Consultors
Karungal : Gandhian Seminar @
15 Tue  10.00am wjpoalakuntru College
Thuckalay : Meeting Pulari Press
Director and Staffs
16 Wed 10.00 am
04.00 pm  Mukkoottukal : Visit to Minor Sem-
inary

& O 6
05/10/2024




10.00 am

10.00 am

02.30 pm

10.00 am
06.00 pm

07.00 am

10.00 am
02.30 pm

10.00 am
03.00 pm

10.00 am
02.30 pm

10.00 am
05.00 pm

10.00 am

09.00 am

Visit to Extended Territories

Thuckalay : Departmental Meetings
Thuckalay : Assembly Drafting
committee meeting
Azhakiyamandapam : FCC first
profession

Thuckalay :Doctors Meet

Health Commision Visit to Palayam-
kottai and Thoothukudi

Thuckalay : Meeting with KKSSS
Director and staffs

Thuckalay : Meeting with Sinai
Theological Director and staffs

>>to Goa

Kulashekaram : Diocesan Rosary
Procession Meeting with Eparchial
Convention Committee

Thuckalay : Curia Meeting

Thuckalay : Meeting with Diocesan
Choir Ministry

Thuckalay : Meeting with Education
Commission Department

Chennamcode : Assisi Vidyalaya
Annual Day

Thuckalay : Meeting with priests
above 20 years

Changancherry : Installation of
Bishop Mar Thomas Tharayil

FR. LIJU MATHEW, SECRETARY TO BISHOP




PASTORAL VISIT
SEPTEMBER 08, 2024, THETTIYODE

GROTTO BLESSING , SEPTEMBER 13, 2024,
ST. MARY'S MINOR SEMINARY, MUKKUTUKAL

1 il e SN
PRAYER MEETING , SEPTEMBER 22, 2024,
LALAKUDIYIRUPPU, TENKASI MISSION




AR

d
!1' l.ln'}- SN

PRIESTS' CONFERENCE
SEPTEMBER 03, 2024, KALLUVILAI
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LAITY COMMISSION NEW OFFICE BLESSING
SEPTEMBER 10, 2024, KALLUVILAI
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