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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISH{ *P'S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District
Tamilnadu - 629175, India
Phone: +91-4651-250633
Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/174/2025 30 September 2025

Dear Readers,

Greetings and Prayerful wishes from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

As we continue our pastoral mission in service to God’s people, |
write to you with a heart full of devotion to our Blessed Mother,
recognising her unique role in the mystery of salvation and her
maternal care for all priests and the faithful. The Church has always
held Mary in special veneration, and it is appropriate that we, as
shepherds of souls, should lead by example in nurturing genuine
Marian devotion both in our personal spiritual lives and in the
parishes under our care.

The theological foundation for priestly devotion to Mary rests upon
three pillars: the mystery of the Incarnation, the unity of the Paschal
Mystery, and the ecclesial nature of the priesthood.

Mary and the Incarnation: The Word became flesh in Mary’s womb
through her fiat - “Let it be done unto me according to your word”
(Lk 1:38). This moment of perfect obedience to the Father’s will
establishes Mary as the first and most perfect disciple. For priests,
who are called to be alter Christus, Mary becomes the exemplar of
total surrender to God’s plan. Just as Christ was physically formed
in Mary’s womb, so must Christ be continually formed spiritually in
the priest through his conformity to Mary’s obedience and humility.

The Council of Ephesus (431) declared Mary to be Theotokos, the
God-bearer. This dogmatic truth highlights that Mary’s motherhood
is not merely biological but profoundly theological. She is the Mother
of God precisely because the One she bore is the eternal Son of the
Father. For priests, this mystery sheds light on our own calling: we
too are called to bear Christ to the world, to be instruments through
which Christ is present in the Eucharist and other sacraments. Mary’s
divine maternity becomes the model for our priestly fruitfulness.
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Mary and the Paschal Mystery: The Second Vatican Council
teaches that Mary is “inseparably linked with Christ” in the work
of salvation (Lumen Gentium, 61). Her presence at Calvary is not
accidental but essential to the redemptive sacrifice. Standing at
the foot of the cross, Mary participates in her Son’s offering as the
perfect example of how the Church - and especially her priests -
should unite themselves to Christ’s sacrifice. Saint John Paul II in
Redemptoris Mater explains that Mary’s “yes” at the Annunciation
found its full expression in her “yes” at Calvary, where she offered
her maternal heart for the salvation of all humanity.

For priests who daily offer the Eucharistic sacrifice, Mary’s
participation in the Paschal Mystery provides the ideal model. We
learn from her how to unite our own sufferings and sacrifices to
Christ’s redemptive offering. Her Stabat Mater (the Mother standing
at the foot of the cross) becomes our Stabat Sacerdos (the priest
standing at the altar) — standing with unwavering faith even when
the mystery of redemptive suffering challenges our understanding.

Mary and the Ecclesial Nature of Priesthood: The priest does
not minister alone but as part of the college of priests in unity with
the bishop. Likewise, Mary’s role in salvation history is profoundly
ecclesial. At Pentecost, she was present with the apostles in the
upper room, praying for the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:14).
Tradition views this scene as Mary being the Mother of the Church,
interceding for the apostolic mission and the birth of the Christian
community.

This aspect of Mary’s mission in the church aligns with the
community nature of the priesthood. Just as Mary’s intercession
caused the Holy Spirit to be poured out on the first apostolic college,
her ongoing intercession continues to obtain graces for the priestly
community today. The priest who develops devotion to Mary finds
in her not only a personal mother but also the Mother of his priestly
brotherhood.

Furthermore, Mary’s perpetual virginity, as defined by the
Church, demonstrates her complete devotion to God. This forms
the theological foundation for priestly celibacy. Mary’s virginal
motherhood illustrates that total self-giving to God does not diminish
but rather enhances one’s capacity to be fruitful in the realm of
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grace. Priests, through their celibate commitment, participate in this
mystery of virginal fruitfulness.

St Louis de Montfort’s insight that “it is through Mary that Jesus
came into the world, and it is through Mary that he must reign in
the world” applies particularly to priests. Our priestly ministry
becomes most effective when carried out in union with Mary. She,
who formed Christ in her womb, continues to form Christ in priests
who entrust themselves to her maternal care.

The priest united to Christ through ordination finds in Mary the
one who most perfectly demonstrates how to live this union. Her
Immaculate Heart, fully conformed to the Sacred Heart of her Son,
becomes the school where priests learn the attitudes of mind and
heart necessary for effective ministry: humility, obedience, purity of
intention, and total trust in Divine Providence.

Practical Expressions of Marian Devotion

Given this theological foundation, I strongly urge each of you to
adopt concrete devotional practices. The daily recitation of the Holy
Rosary should be our non-negotiable commitment. The Rosary is
both a Christocentric and Marian prayer, guiding us through the
mysteries of our redemption while teaching us to view them through
Mary’s contemplative gaze.

Begin each day with a morning act of consecration to Mary, placing
your priestly ministry under her maternal protection. Incorporate
Marian antiphons into your daily prayer, especially the Angelus.
This brief prayer throughout the day helps keep your awareness of
Mary’s presence and intercession.

Study Mariology diligently as part of your ongoing theological
development. The Church’s teaching on Mary is not secondary but
central to comprehending the mystery of Christ and the Church.
Familiarise yourselves with conciliar and papal documents on Mary,
especially Chapter VIII of Lumen Gentium and St John Paul II’s
Redemptoris Mater.

Fostering Marian Devotion in Parishes in October

October is the month dedicated to the Holy Rosary, which is
considered the pinnacle of Marian devotions. St John Paul II
describes it as “a compendium of the entire Gospel” in Rosarium
Virginis Mariae. Through the Rosary, we reflect on the mysteries of

08/10/2025



7

Christ’s life in communion with Mary, who “kept all these things,
pondering them in her heart” (Lk 2:19).

For Pope Francis, the Rosary is a School of Prayer that teaches us to
pray like Mary. He emphasises that it is not just repetitive recitation,
but a contemplative prayer that draws us deeper into the mysteries of
Christ's life. He frequently encouraged families to pray the Rosary
together, describing it as a powerful method to strengthen family
bonds and transmit faith to children. He has stated that the Rosary
can bring peace to homes and help families confront difficulties. He
emphasised that through the rosary, we learn from Mary how to be
disciples of Jesus. He often discussed Mary’s role as our spiritual
mother who guides us closer to her son.

The Pope has consistently promoted the Rosary as a prayer for peace
- both personal peace and world peace. He has organised special
Rosary events for global intentions, including prayers for peace in
various conflict zones. He appreciated that the Rosary is a prayer
accessible to everyone - the learned and unlearned, young and old.
He values its simplicity while recognising its profound spiritual
depth.

Pope Francis has also promoted special Rosary campaigns, including
dedicating the month of May to praying the Rosary for the end of the
pandemic, and encouraging Rosary prayers for peace in Ukraine and
other troubled regions. The Pope saw the Rosary not as an outdated
practice, but as a living, relevant prayer that can transform hearts
and bring God’s grace into our daily lives.

Therefore, dear Fathers, I exhort you to implement daily Parish
Rosaries whenever possible, either before or after Mass. Arrange
Rosary processions during appropriate seasons and promote the
practice of the Living Rosary, where groups of people each take
responsibility for specific decades, fostering bonds of spiritual
communion while ensuring consistent prayer for Parish intentions.

The Rosary has particular power for peace, family unity, and
vocations. Parishes with strong Rosary devotion consistently
experience greater spiritual vitality and produce more vocations to
the priesthood and religious life. Mary, as Mother of Priests, is the
primary advocate for priestly vocations.

Each Parish should embody the Church’s Marian character. Establish
regular First Saturday devotions in response to Our Lady’s re
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at Fatima. These should include Mass, Eucharistic adoration,
communal Rosary, and opportunities for confession. During May
and October, organise special Marian celebrations, including daily
Rosary, processions where appropriate, and catechetical programmes
on Mary’s role in salvation.

Promote the family Rosary as a means of sanctifying domestic
life. The family that prays the Rosary together experiences Mary’s
maternal protection and grows in unity and holiness. Organise
periodic family Rosary nights and encourage Rosary groups that
meet in homes especially for Uraviam, bringing Mary’s presence
into our domestic churches.

Pay special attention to engaging young people in Marian devotion.
Form youth Rosary groups and teach children the Rosary not as a
burden but as a beautiful conversation with Mary about her Son. Use
age-appropriate methods, including stories, songs, and visual aids,
to help young minds grasp Mary’s importance in God’s plan.

Eparchial Celebration of the Holy Rosary and Annual Retreat
for the Priests

I am pleased to announce our upcoming Diocese-level Rosary
Rally on Saturday, 26 October 2025, organised by Marian Senai.
This gathering should unite faithful from across our Eparchy for
an afternoon of prayer, worship, and Marian devotion. All parishes
should organise transportation and encourage maximum participation
as a strong witness to our diocesan commitment to Marian devotion.

Our Annual Priests Retreat will be held from 5 to 10 October 2025,
with Rev. Fr Jilson Mathew VC as the preacher. The spiritual retreat
provides us, priests, with essential time for deep prayer, reflection, and
renewal away from the constant demands of pastoral work, allowing
us to reconnect with our core identity as men called to holiness
and service. These periods of retreat reflect Christ’s own practice
of seeking solitude for prayer and enable priests to honestly assess
their spiritual lives, receive the sacraments with greater devotion,
and rekindle their original love for God and His people. Through
silence, contemplation, and fraternal support during the retreat,
priests emerge spiritually revitalised and pastorally energised, better
prepared to serve generously within the Church while maintaining
the inner life that underpins authentic ministry.
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Dear Fathers, sincere devotion to Mary will bear fruit in our
spiritual lives and pastoral effectiveness. We will find in Mary a
model of humility, purity, and complete surrender to God’s will. Her
intercession grants the graces needed for faithful priestly service,
teaching us to say “yes” to God’s will even in sacrifice and suffering.

Parishes embracing authentic Marian devotion experience renewed
spiritual vitality. Mary draws souls to her Son, and her maternal care
fosters communities of faith, hope, and charity. Through her school,
we learn the attitudes of heart that make us effective ministers of the
Gospel.

I request each of you to carry out these directives with pastoral
wisdom, tailoring them to your Parish communities’ specific needs
while keeping their core elements intact. May the Immaculate Heart
of Mary be our refuge and the path that leads us to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus! Through her intercession, may our priestly ministry yield
abundant fruit for the glory of God and the salvation of souls.

CONCLUSION

The Universal Church dedicates October to the mission. While our
Syro-Malabar Church traditionally held its mission observances at
the beginning of the year, starting in 2026 the Syro-Malabar Mission
Month will align with the Universal Church by being observed in
October, coinciding with World Mission Sunday.As we pray for all
missionaries and support them financially through our collections,
let us endeavour to be worthy servants of Christ. On the 2nd
October, we all priests and religious will gather at Christurajapuram
to celebrate our special calling as shepherds of the Church. May this
gathering enrich our love for Christ and our ministry to the faithful.
As mentioned earlier, it is also the month of the holy rosary. St John
Paul II described the Rosary as his favourite prayer, during which
we meditate with Mary on the mysteries she pondered in her heart
as a mother. Throughout this October, let us make good use of this
beautiful prayer to draw closer to Jesus and Mary.

May our Blessed Mother intercede for each one of us!
Yours in Christ Jesus, :

A tééx:::ﬁ::ﬁ_;;
T George Rajendran SDB

Bishop of Thuckalay
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Annual Retreat for Priests

from 5- 10 October 2025 at Sangamam.

Preacher : Rev. Fr. Jilson Mathew VC.
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MONTHLY AGENDA - OCTOBER 2025

DATE DAY EVENTS

VC: Vocation camp

. Wed KKSSS: Educare residential retreat

KKSSS: Educare residential retreat
2 Thu KKSSS: Medical Camp at Muzhucode
SVP: Cleaning camp

VC: Adoration for Vocation (Kaliyal Forane)
3 Fri KKSSS: Educare residential retreat

SINALI: Retreat at Vattakottai

KII: Online meeting with teachers

SMYM: Leadership training

MS: Silver Jubilee Inauguration of

4 Sat Commisium

ASc: Staff orientation programme

MS: Seminar

MJ: Awareness programme

SVP: CC Meeting MJ: Director's visit to
5 Sun Muzhucode Parish Annual Retreat for Priests
(5-10)

CAT: Forane Secretaries and Promoters Meet
at Kalluvilai

KKSSS: AIDACT-Special School Teachers
11 Sat training programme.

SINALI: Evening Retreat at Malaicode

FA: Marriage Preparation Course

STI: One day Seminar

CAT: Bible Fest Forane Level Writing Competition
LC: Forane Leaders Meeting SMYM: Central
Meeting URM: Arukani Forane Leaders Meeting
FA: Marriage Preparation Course MJ: Arukani
Forane Visit SVP: AC Meeting SMYM: Youth
Election MJ: Bible quiz competition(preliminary)

12 Sun
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13

Mon

HC: World Palliative care day celebration at
Kalluvilai

EIRD: Kanyakumari United Christian
Council Meeting

14

Tue

KKSSS: Income generation Programme

17

Fri

SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

18

Sat

KII: Forane level monthly activity
SMYM: Retreat
MJ: One hour class

19

Sun

SMYM: Retreat & Central Patron's Day
Celebration SVP: AC Annual Day M1J:
Director's visit to Kattathurai Parish URM:
Kaliyal Forane Animators & Organizers
Meeting

20

Mon

FA: Forane Directors Meeting
EIRD: Regional United Christian Council
Meeting

21

Tue

SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

22

Wed

2nd death anniversary of Fr. Thomas
Muttathukunnel (2023)

12th death anniversary of Fr. Mathew
Plathottam MST

24

Fri

CML: National Managing Committee
Meeting

25

Sat

KII: Seminar for Animators and Organizers at
Kalluvilai

SINAIL: One day Retreat at Kalluvilai

TCSL: Sports day

MJ: Awareness programme

& O Dl @6 61
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MS: Rosary Procession SMYM: Patron's
26 Sun Day Celebration MIG: Online Rosary M1J:
Director's visit to Nagercoil Parish

28 Tue SINAI: Intercessory Prayer

FR.THOMAS POWATHUPARAMPIL, PROTOSYNCELLUS

BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS- OCTOBER - 2025

FR. AJIN CJOSEPH 04
FR. LINTOMON THAKIDIEL 05
FR. SINU PANICKAPARAMPIL CMI 15
FR. JOHN JOSEPH 17
FR. JOSEPH KOLLAMPARAMBIL MCBS 19
FR. KURIAN MATHEW KOIPURAM 20
FR. JOSEPH (BIBIN) KOCHEETHARA 26
FR. JOSE ALBERT CMI 27
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - OCTOBER 2025

B I IE EVENTS
1 Wed  |05.30 pm Thangachimadam : Feast Day
Qurbana
Cristurajapuram : Priests and
) Th 09.30 am | Religious Sangamam
Y 104.00 pm | Kaliakkavilai: Drug awareness
march
3 Fri 05.30 pm | Thuckalay: CMC Holy Qurbana

06.30 am | Varuthattu : Holy Communion

4 Sat
05.00 pm | Annikarai : Feast Day Qurbana
10 Sun | 09.00 am Plankalai : Feast Day Qurbana
} 05.00 pm Sangamam : Annual Retreat for
Sun-Fri ' Priests
11 Sat 03.30 pm | Kavalam : Feast Day Qurbana
12 Sun | 05.00 pm | Chembagatharisu : Holy Qurbana

13 Mon | 04.00 pm | Bishop’s House : SM Year

14 Tue Parish Visit
15 Wed Parish Visit

Bishop’s H : Curia meetin
to Thu ) 09.30 am Bithg’Z HgszZ: ggraie \efifarsg
17 Fri Changanaserry
18 Sat Changanaserry >> Thenkasi
19 Sun | 02.00 pm | Tenkasi : Rosary Rally (Mission
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Munchirai : SMYM Badminton
10.00 am | Tournament Inauguration
Padanthalumoodu: Diocesan Choir
20 Mon | 03.00 pm group meeting
05.00 pm | Thettiyode : First Holy
Communion
21-25 | Tue-Sat Parish visit
26 Sun - | 03.00 pm | Manjalumoodu: Rosary Rally
Mission visit: Kayathar,
27 Mon Virudunagar, Madurai
Mission Visit: Chinnamannoor,
28 Tue .
Cumbam, Periyakulam
29 Wed | 02.30 pm | Bishop’s House: Curia meeting
Sangamam: Meeting of the
30 Thu Directors of departments
31 Fri Parish visit

FR. LIJU MATHEW, BISHOP'S SECRETARY

FEASTDAYS OF REV. FATHERS - OCTOBER - 2025
Fr. Shoji Puthenpurackal 09
Fr. Luka Kollamparampil CMI 18
Fr. John Paul Puthuvalputhen 22
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Laying Stone for the new Church at Cheenivilal
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