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Grestings from Bishop's House,

The World Youth Day was cel-
ebrated from 22 Jlanuary 201%
to 27 January 2015 in Panama.
Pope Francis with his charismat-
ic pressnce was able to enthral
the thousands of young people
who were gathered for the sevent
from all over the world. During
the final mass held on 27 January
20195, Pope Francis told the young
peopla: "You, dear young people
are not the future but the now of
God. He invites you and calls you
in your communities and cities
to go out and find your grand-
parents, your elders; to stand up
and with them fo speak out and
realize the dream that the Lord
has dreamed for you. Notiomor-
row but now, for wherever your
treasure is, there will your heart
also be {cf Mt 8:21). Whatever
you fall in love with, it will win
over net only your imagination
it will affect everything. It will
be what makes you gat up in the
morning, what keeps you going at
times of fatigus, what will break
open your hearts and fill vou
with wonder, joy and gratitude.
5 | Bepwusm
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Thuckalay!
Realize that you have & mission
and fall in love; that will decide
everything. We may possess v
erything, but if we lack the pas-
sion of love, we will have nothing.
Let us sllow the Lord to make us
fall in love! ForlJesus thereis o
“meantime”, but only a merciful
love that wants to enter into and
win over our hearts, He wanis o
be our treasure, becauss he is
not & “meantime’, 2n interval in
life or a passing fad; he is gener-
ous love that invites us o entrust
ourselves.” The young pecple in
their thousands welcomed his
message with great faith.

4z the young people are leav-
ing the venue of the evant these
days, it is important that a5 pas-
tors we reflect upon the import-
ant role thet this world event
plays in the life of the universal
Church. We know that the World
Youth Day (WYD) was an initis-
tive of 5t John Paul Il. In 1984 at
the close of the Holy Year of Re-
demption, over 300,000 young
people from around the world
responded to the invitation of St



lehn Paul || for an International
Jubilze of youth on Palm Sunday
in 3t Pefer's square. Looking out
to the crowds who answerad his
invitation he said: "What a fan-
tasfic spectacle iz presented on
this stage by your gathering here
today! Who claimed that today's
youth has lost their sense of val-
ues? Is it reslly true that they
cannot be counted on?" It was at
this gathering that the Holy Fa-
ther entrusted to the youth what
Is now known as the Woerld Youth
Day Cross, to be carried through-
out the world as a2 symbeol of the
lowe of Christ for humanity.

The following Palm  Sunday,
coinciding with the United Ma-
tion’s International Year of the
Youth, St John Paul |l took the op-
portunity to welcome the youth
of the world te'Rome again.

In 1987, the first Internation-
al WYD tock place outside Rome
imn Buenos Aires, Argentina. Ev-
ery Falm Sunday has since been
designated as a World Youth Day,
alternately celebrated 2t the di-
ocesan and internaficnal levels
There have been 16 International
‘Weorld Youth Day celebrations so
far. During these celebrations,
the youth contnue to answer the
invitation of the successive Popes
in staggering numbers and car-
ry homs the message received

there tc be Christ's light to the
world. While thess sventz ars
organized by the clergy and |a-
ity of the Catheolic Church, youth
of all faiths are invited to attend
and encounter Christ, making this
gathering truly universal.

In Toronto, the last Inter-
national WYD in which 5t Jehn
Paul Il was present he told the
800,000 gathered with him at
the vigil, “When, back in 13385 |
wanisd to start the Worlg Youth
Cays.. | Imaginad a powerful mo-
ment in which the young people
of the world could meet Christ
who is eternally young, and could
learn from him how to be bearers
of the Gospel to other young peo-
ple. This evening, together with
you, | praise God and give thanks
to him for the gift bestowed on
the Church through the World
Youth Days. Millions of young
people have taken part and as
a result have become better and
more committed Christan wit-
nesses

5t John Paul Il left & legacy
for the youth in his insttution
of World Youth Day, which Pope
Benedict XV and Pope France
have faithfully continued, carry-
ing on the hops of their preds-
cessor for the youth of the world
invitdng them and commissioning
them as Christ's disciples to be
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faithful living witnesses.

The stafistics regarding the
participaton of young peocple
during this world event s amaz-
ing. 1584, Italy: 300,000, 1585,
ltaly: 300.000; 1387, Argentina:
1,000,000; 1589, Spain: 500,000,
1521, Poland: 1,600,000; 1553,
Usa: 700,000; 1985, Philip
pines: 5,000,000; 1927, France:
1,200,000; 2000, Italy: 2,200.000;
2002, Canada: 800,000; 2005,
Germany>:  1,100000; 2008,
Australis 500,000; 2011,
Spain: 2,000,000; 2013, Bra-
zili 3,700,000; 2016, Poland:
3 580000 and, 2019 Panama:
700,600.

While appreciating the World
Youth Day, it is important to rec-
ognise that Youth Ministry is an
essential segment of our prisstly
ministries. Youth Ministry should
empower young people io live
g5 disciples of Jesus Christ in our
waorld today. 1t should teach the
gdolescents what s life of disci-
pleship looks like. As bapfized
members of the Church, youth
are called to zerve others and o
serve Christ, bringing about the
Kingdorm of God: in unigque ways.
It is the youth minister, pastor, ar
parent’s job to empower adoles-
cents to live Christian lives of dis-
cipleship. Youth are empowered
when they are welcomed into a
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Church that speaks to their hearts
with the joy of the Gospeland the
strength of the Eucharist. When
youth frequently engage the Gos-
pel, challenge their spiritual lives,
and are shown the adventure of
discipleship through the: Church
they can begin to commit them-
selves totally to Jesus Christ in
concrete ways:

Youth Ministry should help to
draw young people to responsi-
ble participation in the life, mis-
sion and work of the Catholic faith
community. There are four no-
table communities that help the
youth to grow in faith. They are
the Family Community, the Parish
Community, the Catholic School
Community, and the Youth-Serv-
ing Crganizational Community,
When youth are drawn o thess
communities, they better under-
stand what it means to live in a
faith community.

Tha family is the first commu-
nity and the most basic way in
which the Lord-gathers us, forms
us, and acts inthe world. The fam-
ily iz responsible for the spiritual,
moral, and overall development
of adolescents by faith sharing in
the home. This requires parents
to love and support their children,
but it also challenges adolescents
to enhance family life with their
love and faith and to bring new



understandings and skills into the
home that will enrich family life.
Every family member plays a role
in building a community where
love can dwell.

It is important for vouth to
engage the Parish community
because parishes ars the place
where God's people mest lesus
in word and sacrament in 8 con-
crete way. Youth-friendly parishes
do three things to foster adoles-
cent spiritual growth. First, par-
ishesshould sllow youth to serve
the parish along with adults.
Whean adolezcents feel welcomed
into the parish community as full-
fledged membsers. they are more
likely to identify as a community
member Second, parishes must
allow youthful energy and vision
in parish activities. Young people
have a great deal 1o offer to the
parish miniztry, and when they
can express their faith through
meaningful roles, they devel-
op a spirt of commitmant to
the parish community. Finally, if
parishes truly desire to bscome
youth-friendly, it is crucial to val-
ue adolescents. This means lis-
tening to them and responding to
their nesds, 3= well 2z providing
them with facilities and money to
enable their growth a: disciples.
If the parish wants youth to com-
mit to parish life, the parish must

commit o the dewvelopment of
the youth.

The Catholic School is & living
faith community where adolss-
cents can deepen their under
standing of the Catholic faith both
inside and outside of the class-
room. Campus ministry should
demonsztrate effectve ministerial
strategies to youth including ef-
fective religious education, ser-
vice projects, retreats, and other
sciivities. Catholic education and
campus ministry must strength-
en and empower youth o use
their gifts and talents in the wider
Church community,

It Is important for youth to go
beyond their family, parish, and
school communities to serve the
Church through youth-sarving
organisational community. Cath-
olic service leaders have a duty to
reach out to young people in or-
der to form them as young disci-
ples who can bear witness to the
gospel message. Zervice organi-
zations are communities whare
youth can learn about joyful gh-
ing while being spiritually chal-
lenged to love others as Christ
doss.

Finally, the Youth Ministry also
should foster the total person-
al and spiritual growth of sach
young persen. The Church is con-
cerned for the whole perzon, ad-

Eepumar | o

Ggasfioly



dressing the young people's spiri-
tusl needs in the context of his or
her whole life. Youth ministry in
the Church should promote holis-
tic growth and development; that
is, growth and development of
the entire person. Ministers and
leaders must listen to the specif-
ic developmental, social, and re-
ligious needs and nurturs them
accordingly.

As we enter into the second
month of 2019, let us rededicate
ourselves to the young pecple
as our Holy Father wants us to. |
am sure we shall have occazions
in the future to understand more

ghout the World Youth Day. Let us
give grester stress to the young
people in our various ministries.
CONCLUSION

As | conclude my circular, |
want to thank you for the dedi-
cated ministry that you are un-
dertaking in the Eparchy on be-
half of our people. | am sure the
good Lord will ‘bless vou sbun-
dantly. Continue to pray for the
intentions of the Eparchy. Let us
re-dedicate ourzelvez fo serve
our people with greater anthusi-
gsm and commitment. May the
Lord continue to bless you and
your ministries!

Yours in Christ Jesus,

% [i:’_r_—_-éﬂ::—
+ George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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Cheenivilai 23 &
Killiyoor 22 T
Nithiravilai 20 8
Palukal 19 9
Mangaral 17 10
Palappallam 14 11
Kazhuvanthittai 14 11
Penuthadam 13 iz
Mukkootukal 13 1z
Magercoil 12 13
Muzhucoda 09 14
kaliyal 0g 14
Pallikonam na 15
Kattathurai 07 16
Thettivilai 08 17
Marappady 05 18
Annikarai 05 12
Fathimapuram 05 18
MNefta 02 13
Padanthlumoodu 01 20
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Sharan Puliyarai 11
Sup Junior Boys Speech

Rithikesh Vanjinagar |
Bible Sent Recitation

Alan P. lose Vanjinagar |
Ajith A Mekkarai I
Melvin Puliyaral I
Junior Boys Speech

Selvan K Vanjinagar [
Senior Boys Single Song

Abin P.A Vanjinagar [
Jithin Kumar.K Puliyarai I
Ramakriahnan Pudur I
Speech

Ramakriahnan Pudur |
Michel Bevan.A Vanjinagar I
Jithin Kumar Puliyarai I
Mono Act

Ramakrishnan . A Pudur |
P.A. Abin Vanjinagar I
Sup Senior Boys Single Song

P Prithin Puliyarai [
Shanmugam Fuliyarai Il
Speech

P. Prithin Fuliyarai |
Shanmugam Fuliyarai Il
Mono Act

B Prithin Puliyarai [
Shanmugam Puliyarai Il
Mono Act
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P-Prithin

Fuliyaral

Shanmugam

Puliyaral

Sup Junior Girls Single Song

Catherin Pudur

R. Riya Vanjinagar
D. Kavya Das Puliyarai
Speech

. Kavya Das Puliyarai
M. Tiya Vanjinagar
Christy Puliyarai
Single Dance

D. Kavya Das Puliyarai
R. Riya Vanjinagar
Christy Puliyarai
Junior Girls Single Song

P. Prija Puliyarai
Y. Afrinmariam Vanjinagar
Speech

P. Prija Puliyarai
K. Saranya Vanjinagar
Single Dance

P. Prija Pulivarai
T. Nathiva Vanjinagar
Senior Girls Single Song

P Irin Mariam Vanjinagar
A. Rajeshwari Pulivarai
Ancy Thomas Pudur
Speech

A Rajeshwari Puliyarai

S Flascita Vanjinagar

(BT TR TRT

], Tl B




Ancy Thomas Pudur ]
Mono Act

A. Rajeshwari Puliyarai I

S. Flascita Vanjinagar 1
Ancy Thomas Pudur I
Sup Senior Girls Single Song

V. Sathyapraba Puliyarai |

Vigilamary Vanjinagar I
Speech

V. Sathyapraba Puliyarai |

Vigilamary Vanjinagar 1]
Mono Act

V. Sathyapraba J Puliyarai

Group Song

Puliyarai |

‘Vanjinagar I
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BISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS JANTARY 2419

DAT | DAY TIME EVENTS
o . 10.00am | Soosaipuram : English Conf. at 5t. Alphonsa College
11 00am | Soosaipuram: St Alphonsa College's GB Meeting
0530 2m.  Kaliyal : Galden Jubilee at CMC Convent o
2 |Sat |0200pm  Sangamam : Send off to Retired teachers
05.00 pm | Kuttaikode - Church Blessing
3 |Sun | 02o00pm | Changanasserry : Jubilee of Revl Fr B Joseph
4 |Mon | 0500pm mﬁeg%e;; House ; Jubilee Organizing Commitiee
4-8 10-04 pm  Bishop's House: Translation of Propria
5 04.00pm  Thuckalay: Bonifon, Product launching
O |Sat | 0600pm K Pudur, Madurai: Holy Qurbana
10 | 5un Nedumudi: Feast day Holy Qurbana
21| Mon 10.00am | Sangamam : Orientation Programme for Priests
06.00pm  Sangamam : Priests’ Conference
Sangamam : Orientation Programme for Priests
12 | Tue Sangamarm : Data Collection for Wedl Being of Priests
Visit of Mr. and Mrs Benny Panjikaran
0830am  Bishop's House : Eparchial Curia Meeting
13 | Wed
Visit of Mr and Mrs Benny Panjikaran
14 | Thu | 1i00=2m. Paruthivilai: Jubiles Holy Qurbana at SABS Convent
- - 1000 am | Bishop's House : Mesting of Viocation Commission
== Kurnali
16 | Sat 0700am | Kumali ; First Holy Cotnmunion Qurbana
17 | Sun WVisit to Maduraiand Thirunelveli Missions
18 | Mon |930-4pm Bishop's House: Meeting Rev Frs of Nithiravilal Forane
19 | Tue 10.00am  Padanthalumoodu ; Inter Eparchial Meet
-~ [ 304 pmi | Bishop's House: Meenng Rey Frs of Mithiravilal Forane
0600 pm | Bishop's House : Meeting with Fr. Jagadish
21 |Thu |o2oo0pm Bishop's House : Inter Departrmental Mesting

Eenpum M

dogaifiznis




9.30-4 - Bishop's House : Mesting Rev. Frs of Fadantha-
22 | Fri lumoodu Forane

Mukkuttukal : Minor Seminary Visit

23 | Sat 11.00am Bishop's House: Preparation of Liturgical Hymin Book

| 24 |Sun Thoothukudi ; Episcopal Ordination
Bishop's House : Mesting Rev. Fathers of Padan-
a5 | Man S22 o alumoodu Forane

06,00 pm Arukani : Holy Qurbana at SH Convent

8930-03 Bishop's House : Meeting Rev. Fathers of Padan-
35 | Tue pm th alumoodu Forane

04 00 pm Shenkottar M|55mn Wisit

05.30pm  Bishop's House : Eparchial Curia Meeting
Bishop's House ; Preparation of Circular Letter

&7 | Wed

Bishop's House: Meeting Rev. Fathers of
Soosaipuram Forane

28 | Thu 5:30-4 pm

Fr. 5ajan Nettaponghu|Bishop's Secretary
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