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Dear Readers,

Greetings and Prayerful wishes from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

As shepherds of God’s people in this digital age, we must carefully
evaluate how emerging technologies can support our pastoral
mission while remaining true to the Gospel. Artificial Intelligence
(AI) presents both unprecedented opportunities and significant
challenges for pastoral ministry. As Scripture reminds us, “Test
everything; hold fast to what is good” (1 Thes 5:21).

The Second Vatican Council’s Gaudium et Spes reminds us that
“the Church has always had the duty of scrutinising the signs of the
times and of interpreting them in the light of the Gospel” (GS 4). Al
is one such significant sign requiring careful pastoral discernment.
Pope Francis, in Fratelli Tutti, discusses technology as potentially
enhancing “the quality of human life” while warning it can also
“limit and condition freedom” (FT 105).

We encounter Al daily through smartphones, social media, and
digital services. As pastors, we must understand these tools not
merely as external phenomena but as instruments that can either
support or impede genuine human growth central to our mission.
The Compendium of Social Doctrine reminds us that “technological
development must be guided by respect for human dignity” (CSDC
458).

Understanding Artificial Intelligence

Artificial Intelligence refers to computer systems designed to perform
tasks usually requiring human intelligence: learning, reasoning,
problem-solving, and language understanding. These systems
analyse vast amounts of data, generate human-like text, translate
languages, and help with communication and decision-making.
Modern Al, especially large language models, show impressive



abilities in understanding context and producing coherent responses.

However, we must understand AI’s fundamental nature and
limitations. These systems operate through statistical patterns
and mathematical algorithms, not genuine understanding or
consciousness. They lack the divine spark of human consciousness,
capacity for authentic love, moral reasoning, spiritual experience,
and ability to encounter the transcendent. As the Catechism teaches,
humans are created “in the image of God” (CCC 1702), possessing
dignity no machine can replicate.

Al systems mirror the intentions, biases, and limitations of their
creators and training data. They can reinforce inequalities, reflect
secular worldviews contradicting Catholic teaching, and operate
without considering the supernatural dimension of human existence.
Recognising these limitations is vital for responsible pastoral
application.

Opportunities in Pastoral Ministry

Enhanced Catechetical Preparation: Al tools can greatly assist in
creating catechetical materials, homilies, and educational content.
These systems excel atresearch, aiding in gathering Biblical passages,
patristic sources, and theological insights from Catholic tradition.
When preparing homilies, Al can compile relevant commentaries
from Church Fathers, papal documents, and contemporary theology,
providing a comprehensive background for prayerful reflection.

Al can create age-appropriate explanations of complex theological
ideas for different audiences, generate discussion questions, suggest
practical Gospel applications, and assist in organising catechetical
content pedagogically. However, all material must be carefully
checked against authentic Catholic teaching and complemented with
personal prayer and study of authoritative sources.

Multilingual Ministry and Cultural Sensitivity: In our diverse
Eparchy, where Malayalam, Tamil, and English are spoken, Al
translation tools can assist with basic communication and help make
pastoral resources accessible across linguistic barriers. These tools
can translate pastoral letters, prayer resources, catechetical materials,
and announcements, ensuring all members of the community have
access to important parish information.



Al can assist in understanding cultural nuances when ministering to
diverse families, especially in marriage preparation for couples from
different backgrounds. It can help develop culturally appropriate
liturgical materials that honour diversity while upholding doctrinal
integrity—particularly relevant in our Syro-Malabar context,
celebrating our tradition whilst remaining in universal communion.

Administrative Efficiency: Al can streamline administrative tasks
that take up significant pastoral time, such as scheduling, organising
records, managing communications, creating newsletters, and
coordinating parish activities. This allows for greater focus on core
responsibilities: celebrating sacraments, preaching, and caring for
souls.

The technology can analyse parish patterns—attendance trends,
sacramental participation, programme engagement—offering
insights for pastoral planning. Al assists in managing charity
work by monitoring community needs, organising volunteers, and
ensuring efficient resource distribution, aligning with the Church’s
preferential option for the poor.

Evangelisation and Digital Outreach: Many people, especially
young adults, spend considerable time online, and Al-enhanced
platforms support evangelisation and re-engagement initiatives.
These tools help in creating engaging social media content, analysing
spiritual questions posed by individuals, and identifying outreach
opportunities.

Al can support online retreats, virtual prayer groups, and remote
spiritual guidance—valuable for homebound parishioners or those in
distant areas. However, digital ministry should always complement
rather than replace sacramental life and communal worship, which
are essential to Catholic growth.

Serious Concerns and Limitations

Irreplaceable Human Pastoral Care: The main concern is Al’s
inability to substitute for the genuine human encounter at the heart of
salvation work. Pastoral ministry’s core is the personal relationship
between the pastor and the faithful, modelled on Christ’s ministry.
Pope Benedict XVI wrote: “Being Christian is not the result of



an ethical choice or lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a
person” (Deus Caritas Est 1).

Sacramental life depends on human priests acting in persona
Christi. No Al can absolve sins, consecrate the Eucharist, or confer
sacramental grace through ordained ministry. Beyond sacraments,
consolation, spiritual direction, and pastoral counselling require
human empathy, personal faith experience, and the ability to
recognise the Holy Spirit’s movements in souls.

Moral and Doctrinal Concerns: Many Al systems are trained
on data that includes content opposed to Catholic moral teaching.
They may generate responses that conflict with Church doctrine
on sexuality, bioethics, marriage, social justice, and human nature.
These systems often reflect moral relativism and secular humanism,
which could lead authentic individuals away from true teachings.

Al cannot differentiate between authoritative Church teaching and
theological opinions, potentially presenting speculative or heretical
ideas as equally valid alongside definitive doctrinal statements.
They cannot recognise the hierarchy of truths within doctrines or
comprehend doctrinal development within unchanging principles.
Priests must never rely solely on Al for moral questions or spiritual
guidance.

Privacy and Confidentiality Concerns: The use of Al raises
significant data privacy issues, particularly in pastoral contexts where
sensitive information is exchanged. The Church’s commitment to
pastoral confidentiality, especially the sacred seal of confession, must
never be compromised by technological tools that store, analyse, or
risk exposing confidential information.

Many Al systems store conversation data and may be accessed by
developers or government bodies. Information shared with Al often
lacks the legal and moral protections found in traditional pastoral
relationships. Priests must be very careful about inputting personal
parishioner information into Al systems.

Dependency and Genuine Development: Overreliance on Al risks
hindering priests’ intellectual and spiritual growth. Scripture study,
theology, and Church teaching require personal engagement and
prayerful reflection that cannot be delegated. As St Paul reminds



us: “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word
of truth” (2 Tim 2:15).

Authentic spiritual leadership demands personal holiness, continual
conversion, and lived Gospel experience, growing only through
persistent prayer, discipline, and personal encounters with Christ.
Priests whose ministry becomes excessively Al-mediated may find
themselves detached from the spiritual realities they are called to
proclaim.

Practical Guidelines for Implementation

Fundamental Principles: Any Al use must uphold genuine human
dignity rather than diminish it, ensuring technology supports rather
than replaces authentic human interaction. Be transparent with
communities about when and how you employ Al tools. Never use
Al for tasks that require sacramental priesthood or intimate pastoral
counselling. Always verify Al-generated content against authentic
Church teachings before sharing.

Use Al as a research aid and initial resource, but never replace
personal study, prayer, and reflection. When preparing homilies,
utilise Al to gather information and ideas, but ensure your final
message is rooted in prayerful Scripture engagement and genuine
personal witness.

Specific Safety Protocols: Clearly define boundaries regarding
confidential information. Never input personal parishioner details,
pastoral counselling data, or sensitive parish matters into Al
systems. For administrative tasks, anonymise data where possible
and remain mindful of privacy implications associated with cloud-
based systems.

Ensure consistent reviews of Al usage patterns. Evaluate whether
tools genuinely support the desired improvement of the ministry
without compromising pastoral authenticity. Be alert to signs
of overreliance, such as difficulty preparing content without Al
or hesitation to engage in traditional study methods. Consider
scheduling regular “digital fasting” periods to promote ongoing
development of personal theological skills.



Integration with Traditional Formation: Al should enhance,
not supplant, traditional priestly formation methods. Maintain
regular Scripture study through lectio divina, engage with classical
theological texts and contemporary magisterial documents, and
pursue ongoing education to deepen Catholic understanding and
pastoral practice.

Develop balanced approaches using Al for appropriate tasks while
safeguarding time for contemplative priestly activities that cannot be
improved by technology: personal prayer, spiritual reading, pastoral
reflection, and virtue cultivation, which define authentic leadership.
Tools should liberate time for these essential practices rather than
diminish them.

Eparchial Training program on Al

As an Eparchy, with the assistance of Fr Robins Kuzhikodil
and other experts, we shall organise ongoing training on Al and
pastoral ministry through workshops, resources, and updates on
technological advances. These sessions will give us an understanding
and experience on how to use Al in our daily pastoral ministry.
Specifically, we'll learn to use Al for tasks like creating posters,
short videos, and creative messages in various languages.

Conclusion

Our core calling remains unchanged: to be faithful shepherds
guiding people closer to Christ through word, sacrament, presence,
and pastoral charity. While technology, including Al, can support
this mission when used wisely, it can never replace genuine human
presence, spiritual wisdom, and sacramental ministry, which define
our vocation.

The words of our Lord guide us: “Be wise as serpents and innocent
as doves” (Mt 10:16). This wisdom urges us to support valid
technological advancements, enhance pastoral effectiveness while
maintaining innocence, preserve the authenticity of ministry, and
protect spiritual integrity.

The Church has always engaged thoughtfully with the signs of
the times while remaining rooted in unchanging Gospel truths.
Al represents one such sign—a powerful tool reflecting human



creativity while raising fundamental questions about intelligence,
wisdom, and authentic relationships.

Our response must embody a typically Catholic approach: neither
blind rejection nor full acceptance, but careful discernment guided
by faith principles, Church tradition, wisdom, and a genuine concern
for our people’s spiritual well-being. Let us utilise these tools to
serve human dignity, bolster pastoral ministry, and ultimately bring
ourselves and our people closer to Christ.

May the Holy Spirit grant us wisdom and courage to navigate these
technological realities while remaining faithful to our mission! May
Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom, intercede as we seek to proclaim her
Son to our contemporary world! May our Syro-Malabar tradition’s
patron saints guide us in preserving our heritage while engaging
creatively with opportunities of the digital age!

During August, we gathered as fellow workers of the Eparchy to
celebrate the feast of St John Maria Vianney. This occasion allowed
us to reflect on our priesthood and to resolve to emulate St John
Maria Vianney by administering the sacraments, especially the
sacrament of reconciliation, with greater dedication. Let us utilise
occasions such as the feast days of our parish patrons to strengthen
the faith of our people. Next month, we will celebrate one of the
major feasts of Our Blessed Mother, namely, the Nativity of Mother
Mary. This feast offers a wonderful opportunity for us to deepen
Marian devotion. Let us prepare our people well by encouraging
them to observe the 8-day fast with greater earnestness. Let us also
aim to make the celebration of this feast meaningful in our churches.
Please remember to include the mission of the Church and the needs
of our Eparchy in your daily prayers.

With my prayers and blessings,
Yours in Christ Jesus,
x T ?!-. .--'ir-\.---'{'! - I'.:- ;I-ﬁ'-"ﬂ-q-:k

AT
t George Rajendran SDB Ik%fj{/
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S.No Name years Parish
1 Sr.Alphonse CMC 25 Pilankarai
o Sr.Anns Maria CMC 25 Kalluvilai
3 Sr. Elsy Kurian SH 40 Palukal
4 Sr. Jaisy FCC 40 Kattathurai
5 Sr. Tessa Maria SH 50 Anamugham
6 Sr.Tessy George SH 40 Anamugham




7 Sr. Reji Mathew FCC 40 Thadikkarakonam
s | Sr. Elsit SABS 25 | Fathimapuram
9 Sr.Reetha Francis 43 Palulkal
0 Mr. Jose Y 25 Palukal
» Mr. Lawrance M 25 Athencode
[ Mr.Shaji DP 25 Mukkuttukal
13 | Mr. Vincent Raj 25 Munchirai
1 |Mrs. Flory Amala 25 Pallikkonam
15 | Mrs.Helen Saroja 25 Muzhucode
6 Mrs. Lilly Pushpam 40 Kaliyal
17 | Mrs. Kavitha 25 Pallikkonam
1s | Mrs. Mary Hilda 25 Pallikkonam
19 | Mrs. Mary Princila 25 Padanthalumoodu
oo | Mrs. Saraswathi 40 Malaicode
o | Ms. Shiny Philip 25 Arukany
op | Mrs. Sudha 25 Palukal
BEST SUNDAY SCHOOL
SECTION A
SL.NO SUNDAY SCHOOL POINTS RANK
1 St. Little flower 634 1
Manjalumoodu
o St. Xaviers, Varuthattu 578 o
3 Jaya Matha, Nithiravilai 543 3
4 Holy Family, Mukkuttukal 538 4
5 St. Thomas , Muzhucode 533 5




SECTION B

SL.NO SUNDAY SCHOOL POINTS RANK
1 Sacred Heart, Pallikkonam 575 1
2 St. Little Flower , Pilankalai 554 2
3 Lorretto Matha, Pilankarai 526 3
4 Sacred Heart, Padanthalumoodu 504 4
5 St. Martin De- pores, 474 5
Kazhuvanthittai
SECTION C
SL.NO SUNDAY SCHOOL POINTS RANK
1 Christ The King , Paraicode 517 1
2 Holy Family , Arukany 497 2
3 St. Thomas, Pathukany 495 3
4 Fathima Matha , Fathimapuram 494 4
5 St. Pauls, Thettiyode 473 5
BEST SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
SL.NO SUNDAY SCHOOL POINTS RANK
1 Sacred Heart, Pallikkonam 372 1
2 St. Little flower Manjalumoodu 370 2
3 St. Little flower , Pilankalai 368 3
4 Holy Family, Mukkuttukal 359 4
5 Lorretto matha, Pilankarai 353 5
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MONTHLY AGENDA - SEPTEMBER 2025

DATE DAY EVENTS

CML: Read the short biography of St. Mother
Theresa in group meeting

KKSSS: SHG Onam Celebration at
Vayalinkarai

CAT: Seminar for VIII and IX at Kalluvilai
VC: Adoration for Vocation (Manjalumoodu
Forane)

KKSSS: Educare Class

SINAI: Retreat at Vattakottai

SVP: Onam celebration at Osanam Centre
ASc: Teachers' Day celebration and
competitions

FA: Seminar for the Alcohol addicted
SMYM: Animators' Meeting

CML: Study the History of The Nativity of
Mary HC: Grandparents Day Celebration at
Palappallam

KII: Unit visit within the forane

KKSSS: Gatekeeping Programme for Parish
Council and Pious Association leaders at
Thadikkarakonam

LC: Central Council Meeting at Kalluvilai
SMYM: Nithiravilai Forane Unit Executive
Meeting

SVP: CC Meeting

MI: Director's visit to Munchirai Parish
URM : Meeting for Uraviyam Forane
directors and animators at Padanthalumoodu

EIRD: Kanyakumari United Christian
Council Meeting

1 Mon

5 Fri

6 Sat

7 Sun

8 Mon

9 Tue SINALI: Intercessory Prayer
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12

Fri

Priests’ Conference @ Sangamam
MIG: Core Committee Meeting

13

Sat

KKSSS: Governing board and General body
meeting

SINAI: Evening Retreat at Malaicode

FA: Marriage Preparation Course

CRI: Monthly Recollection

Tenkasi Mission Meet

14

Sun

CML: Read the short biography of Fr. Joseph
Maliparambil in group

LC: Forane Leaders Meeting

SMYM: Youth Election

FA: Marriage Preparation Course

SVP: AC Annual Day

MJ: Skit competition

15

Mon

EIRD: Regional United Christian Council
Meeting

16

Tue

Episcopal ordination of Mar George
Rajendran SDB (2012)
SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

17

Wed

KKSSS General Body Meeting

19

Fri

SINAI: Evening Retreat at Palappallam

20

Sat

Forane Vocation Promoters Meet (@ Bishop’s
House

MJ: Awareness programme

21

Sun

KKSSS: Gatekeeping Programme for Parish
Council and Pious Association leaders at
Soosaipuram

SMYM: Youth Election

URM: Nithiravilai Forane Leaders Meeting
SVP: AC Annual Day

MJ: Director's visit to Nithiravilai Parish
URM: Christ Jubilee Celebration of
Uraviums

0II0BI202S
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23

Tue SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

27

HC: Bedridden patients and Bystanders meet
at Manjalumoodu

KII: Forane level monthly activity

SINALI: One day Retreat at Kalluvilai

ASc: Guidance class for non-teaching staff
MJ: One hour class

Sat

29

Mon VC: Vocation camp

30

SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

Tue VC: Vocation camp

FR.THOMAS POWATHUPARAMPIL, PROTOSYNCELLUS

BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS - SEPTEMBER - 2025

FR.JOSE MUTTATHUPADOM 02
FR.]JOJO VARGHESE MATTATHIL CMI 11
FR. AMANTO EDAKKOOTTATHIL 16
FR. SHOJI PUTHENPURACKAL 23
FR. THOMAS SAURIAMKUZHY 25
FR. MATHEW KUZHINJALIL 28
FR. JOICE CHELACHUVATTIL MCBS 30
4 )

agefigré G B51a]s6r

QFULDUT O1 — (B [BMLSer GEHNATY OSTLHSLD
aFuLbuf 08 - yofis saefll wflundiar Npiy
QFULDUT 11 - ABLSHOSUISH6T FaBOS

\GIFI:ILI'DI.Iﬂ' 16 - ouniBfl syeow SiFFALY
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - SEPTEMBER 2025

DATE

DAY

TIME EVENTS
1 Mon Bishop’s House
2 Tue 09.00 am | Tamil medium school visit
Tamil medium school visit
09.00 am |
3 Wed 03.00 pm Bishop’s House: College of
consulters meeting
Nithiravilai: Marriage Holy
09.30 am Qurbana
4 Thu 02.00 pm Varuthattu : Parish Visit
04.00 pm ) . . -
Annikarai : Parish Visit
5 Fri Bishop’s House
6 Sat 06.30 pm | Killiyoor: Feast Day Qurbana
Sundarapandiyapuram : Feast Day
7 Sun 09.00 am Qurbana Thoothukudi : Feast Day
07.00 pm Qurbana
8 Mon | 06.30 pm | Cheenivilai : Feast Day Qurbana
9 Tue 10.00 am | Bishop’s House
10 Wed 10.00 am | Soosaipuram : Parish Visit
04.00 pm | Paraicode : Parish Visit
11 Thu 09.30 am | Sangamam: Priests’ Conference
09.30 am B@shopf’s House: Cllllria meeting
12 Fri 06.00 pm Visit of Mar Josep
Kollamparampil
07.00 pm Nagercoil : Marriage Reception
13 Sat 03.00 pm | Thenkasi: Mission visit
14 Sun | 04.00 pm | Kattathurai : Blessing of Kurisadi
15 Mon | 06.30 am E/?danthalummoodu : Requiem
ass
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Bengiri : Consecration of Bengiri

16 Tue 05.00 pm Church

17 Wed | 10.00 am | Kalluvilai : KKSSS GB Meeting

18 T Bishop s House: Sisters’ Jubilee
Celebration

19 Fri Bishop’ House

20 Sat 10.00 am Bishop’s House: Forane Vocation

Promoters Meet

02.00 pm Kalluvilai : Christ Jubilee
21 Sun Celebration of Uraviums
05.00 pm | viaetakottai : Jubilee Holy Qurbana

” Mon | 06.30 am Kavalam: 25 Death Anniversary
Holy Qurbana

10.00 am | Thettivilai and Kuttaicode: Parish
23 Tue | 12.00 pm | Visit

Manjalummoodu : Parish

FR. LIJU MATHEW, BISHOP'S SECRETARY

FEASTDAYS OF REV. FATHERS - SEPTEMBER 2025

FR. MATHEW JUDIT CMI 11
FR. LIJO THEKKEL 21
FR. MATHEW AREKALAM CMI 21
FR. MATHEW KUZHINJALIL 21
FR. MATHEW THEKKEKUTT 21
FR. MATHEUS ROBERT 21
FR. SANTHOSH KAYYALAPARAMPIL 21
FR. SINU M. J. PANICKAPARAMPIL CMI 21
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Euehnrlstln Convention and C:unturrurg.r Death Anniversary of
Mar Thomas Kurialassery at Soosaipuranm

Awareness programme for the parents by Health Commission



Vianney Day Celebration at 5St.Mary's Minor
Seminary Mukootiukal
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