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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISH{_*P'S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District
Tamilnadu — 629175, India
Mobile: +919443281100 Phone: +91-4651-250633
Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/137/2022

31 August 2022

Dear Readers,
Greetings and prayerful wishes Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

In this circular, I want to reflect with you on the importance that
we need to attach to our collaboration with the religious both men
and women in the various apostolates that they undertake in our
Eparchy. As you are well aware, the presence of religious both men
and women is of utmost importance for the life and the mission of
any local Church. Their obligation and right to undertake various
apostolates in a local Church is the consequence of their belonging
to the universal Church and her mission. In fact, in no. 33 of Christus
Dominus, we read: “All religious have the duty each according to his
proper vocation of cooperating zealously and diligently in building
up and increasing the whole church. It constitutes an obligation and
a right for religious to undertake works of apostolate in the diocese.”
This obligation and right of the religious derive from various sources.

The obligation and right of religious to undertake works of apostolate
derive, first of all, from their belonging to the people of God by
means of their baptismal consecration. The apostolate is the essential
mission of the Church and is the very reason of the existence. The
duty of all the people of God for the apostolate is declared in the
decree Apostolicam Actuositatem. In no. 2, we read: “For by its
very nature the Christian vocation is a vocation to the apostolate.”
Other conciliar documents also declare that it rests upon the entire
people of God, by divine mandate, the duty of going into the whole
world and preaching the Gospel to every creature. The whole church
is missionary and the work of evangelization is a basic duty of the
Church and the apostolate is the essential task and raison d’etre of
every Christian.

The religious have a greater obligation and right to participate in
the apostolate of the Church by virtue of their special vocation and
consecration by means of the profession of the evangelical counsels.
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The religious consecration is deeply rooted in the baptismal
consecration and is an ampler manifestation of it. Therefore, the
obligation and right of religious to undertake works of apostolate is
greater than that of the ordinary faithful. The religious consecration is
a commitment to the apostolate and the profession of the evangelical
counsels is the basis for this obligation.

Further, religious life is a vital expression of the charismatic and
prophetic character of the Church and they must involve in the
renewal of the Church. The purpose of the charism in the Church is
not so much the personal good of the person who possesses it, but
the common good, that is, the welfare of the Church. The charism of
the founders of religious institutes was to meet the pressing need of
the Church in their times.

From the very fact that the authority in the Church has accepted and
approved the charisms of religious institutes, there arises a greater
obligation and a corresponding right to engage themselves in the
apostolate of the Church. Through the ecclesiastical approval of these
institutes, the Church accepts the presence and activity of such a
particular or general charism and recognizes the proper contribution
of these religious institutes in the ministry of the Church. By the
approval, the Church confides the religious with a sacred ministry
and a special work of charity which must be discharged in her name.

The religious vocation which is a call from God is not only for the
perfection of religious themselves, but also for filling a need in
the Church and in the world. This need in the Church includes the
building up and increasing the Mystical Body of Christ and the good
of the particular Churches.

We know that there are two forms of religious life, namely, those
undertaken by the members of institutes of contemplative life and
those undertaken by the members of active life. The religious of
contemplative life give themselves to God alone in solitude and
silence and through constant prayer and ready penance. On the other
hand, in religious institutes of active life, the very nature of religious
life requires apostolic action and service since a sacred ministry and
a special work of charity has been consigned to them by the Church
and must be discharged in her name.

In view of the urgent needs of souls and the scarcity of diocesan
clergy, the religious of active life are urged to undertake more
external works of apostolate. These external works of apostolate
can take various forms according to the particular charism of each
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institute. Generally, they refer to those things which pertain to the
public exercise to divine worship, the care of souls, and sacred
preaching intended for the people, the religious and moral education,
catechetical and liturgical formation.

However, when the religious are engaged in the works of apostolate
especially when they take up external works of apostolate in the
diocese they come in close relationship with the diocesan bishop.
This relationship is not merely theological, but also juridical because
of the central role that the bishop has in his diocese with regard
to the works of apostolate and matters of public order. Since the
diocesan bishop bears the weighty responsibilities of teacher, priest
and pastor toward the portion of the Lord’s flock entrusted to him, he
needs the collaboration of whole community. Hence, the religious
are called to collaborate with the diocesan bishop in the fulfilment of
his pastoral office in a special way. The religious are subject to the
bishop in all matters under the care of the bishop, namely, the care
of souls, divine worship and the works of apostolate. This does not
take away the right of the religious superior in supervising the lives
of their members.

In order to avoid unnecessary friction between the diocese and the
religious, it is suggested that there should be mutual consultations
before deciding upon the apostolates that the religious are to
undertake. To facilitate the dialogue religious should be also given
membership in the diocesan structures such as the Council of Priests,
Pastoral council and other Commissions in the diocese. To assure
collaboration of religious for a fruitful apostolate in the diocese, it
is recommended that written agreement be drawn up between the
competent religious superiors and the local ordinaries.

When the bishop and the religious stand together in mutual love,
respect and service, the whole Church is effectively enriched and the
growth and development of the local Church is promoted. In such
an atmosphere of collaboration, the structure of the local Church
would surely tend to make the charisms of religious effective, and
the charisms in turn would function in such a way as to avoid any
hostility or isolation on the part of either religious or bishop. The
special apostolate of the religious carried out in full consideration of
the needs of the local Church and the horizons of the local Church
would be greatly broadened by the apostolate of the religious.

I can happily say that in our Eparchy, the collaboration that we have
with the religious is of high quality and the religious who are present
in the Eparchy are very active and their services are praiseworthy.
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In fact, they wholeheartedly involve themselves and participate in
all the parish and diocese level programmes. They are taking care of
the meals of the priests working in the parishes. They take the lead
role organising family visits. They serve as catechism teachers and
headmistresses; they guide our youth and are actively involved in
the various pious associations of the Eparchy. With their particular
charisms and life of prayer, the religious enrich our Eparchy. Their

eagerness to learn the local language speaks volumes of their love
for the Church.

Let us, dear Fathers, appreciate our religious Fathers and Sisters and
thank them for their active presence and dedication to the pastoral
ministry. Let us also recognise that these congregations require
good young men and women to join them. In fact, vocations to
congregations of women are on the decline. Let us make a concerted
efforts to identify good vocations and encourage them at every stage
of their formation spiritually, emotionally, and even financially,
if need be. Let us also learn to appreciate the good works of our
religious in public forum so that they are encouraged to continue
their apostolates in our Eparchy with greater commitment.

During the month of August, we had come together as fellow workers
of the Eparchy to celebrate the feast of St John Maria Vianney. This
celebration gave us an opportunity to recall our own priesthood and
to resolve to live it like St John Maria Vianney by administering the
sacraments especially the sacrament of reconciliation with greater
dedication as he did. Let us make use of occasions such as feasts
of patron Saints of our parishes to boost the faith of our people. In
the coming month, we shall celebrate one of the important feasts
of Our Blessed Mother, namely, the Nativity of Mother Mary. The
celebration of this feast is a wonderful opportunity for us to grow in
Marian piety. Let us prepare our people well by encouraging them
to keep the 8-day fast with greater earnestness. Let us make the
celebration of this feast meaningful in our churches. Kindly keep
the mission of the Church and the needs of our Eparchy in your daily
prayers.

With my prayers _and blessings, Yours in Christ Jesus.

ol tof.].__.-{\,.«ig ”
t George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS SEPTEMBER 2022

DAT DAY TIME EVENTS
1 Thu Bishop’s House
> TFri 03.30 pm Nagercoil: Marriage Reception
05.30 pm Mulagumoodu: Feast Day Holy Qurbana
3 Sat  630pm Bishop’s House: Reception to CMC
Mother General
02.00 pm Kalluvilai: Church Blessing
4 Sun .
09.30 pm  >> Thrissur
Thrissur: CBCI Health Commission
5 Mon .
Meeting
Thrissur: CBCI Health Commission
6 Tue )
Meeting
02.30 Curia Meetin
7 Wed . s
05.30 pm Kaliyal: Feast day Holy Qurbana
8 Thu 06.00 pm Killioor: Feast day Holy Qurbana
o I[P 10.00 pm Kalluvilai: Governing Body Meeting
ri
05.30 pm  Mukkalam: Feast day Holy Qurbana
Varuthattu: Blessing of Renovated
10 Sat  10098m  Church and Grotto
05.30 pm S
Cheenivilai: Feast day Holy Qurbana
11 Sun  05.00pm Mekaral: I"resbytery Blessing and Mis-
sion Meeting
10.00 pm  Nalamchirai: Benefactor House Visit
12 Mon ) ) )
03.00 pm  Bishops House: Forane Vicars’ Meeting
13 Tue |09.30am Sangamam: Priests Conference
0030 am Curia Meeting
14 Wed 05.30 Malaicode : Feast of Mar Sleeva Holy
.30 pm
Qurbana

S0P WG
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15 Thu Parish Visit
16  Fri 10.00 10th ANNIVERSAREY OF EPISCOPAL
f S AN GRDINATION
Nagercoil: CBCI Women’s Commission
17 [ 1000 am Annual General Body Meeting
18 Sun 12.30pm Madurai: Blessing of Multipurpose Hall
e Mon Parish Visit
22
- KAKKANAD CURIA VISIT
ri
06.30 pm  Chetticharvilai: Feast day Holy Qurbana
0930am PADANTHALUMOODU: PRIESTS
' AND RELIGIOUS SANGAMAM
Nagercoil: KKMS Manadu at Scott
24 R 03.00 pm Christian College
Nagercoil: Catholic Doctors Forum
06.00 pm Meeting
KAKKANAD CURIA VISIT
Thettivilai: Holy Qurbana and Blessing of
25 Sun 06.30 am the Bell Tower
10.00 am Manjalumoodu: Diocese Health Commis-
) sion Care Your Heart Medical Camp
09.30am  Soosaipuram: College Graduation day
26 Mon
06.00 pm  Kattathurai: Feast day Holy Qurbana
10.00 am Curia Meeting
27 Tue ' _
05.00 pm  Padanthalumoodu: Marriage Reception

28 Sept — 13 Nov

& O a5 6
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USA: VISITING THE
SYROMALABAR COMMUNITIES

Rev. Fr. Robin Jose, Bishop’s Secretary
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COMPETITION - 202

NAGERCOIL, ST. ALPHONSA ACADEMY,
COMPETITION 13.08.2022

THETTIYODE, GOLDEN JUBILEE, 14.08.2022
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POPULAR MISSION RETREAT,
INAUGURATION, PILANKALAI 28.08.2022
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