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Grestings from Bishop's House, Thuckalay!

Ever since his slection as the
FPastor of the Universal Church,
Fope Francis has been taking steps
to renew the Church spiritually. He
has already celebrated 3 number
of Synods of Bishops to help the
faithful to understand their rezpec-
five roles in sanctifying the Church.
Basing on the biblical guote “Thass
things | have spoken to you, that my
joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be full” {Jn 15:11), PopeFrancis
expressad his mind on mission wark
of the Church as proclaiming the joy
of the Gospel. Through the Synod
of Bishops on the theme of New
Evangelizaticn and the subseguent
post-3ynodal Apostolic Exhortation
Evangelii Gaudium Pope Francis
has clearly spelled out the mission-
ary nature of the Church. Similarly
through the two Synods of Bishops
held on the theme of the family
agnd the subseguent post-Synodal
Apostolic  Exhortation
Laetitia, Pope Francis dwelt at
tength with the wvaricus aspects of
family life among the Catholics.

Amacris

Mow FPope Francis wants to
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address  the spiritual  renswal
of young people. He haz already an-
nounced a Synod of Bishops on the
theme “Young People, the Faith and
Yocational Discernment."Through
this 3ynod, Pope wants the Church
to examine herself on how she can
lead the young people to recog-
nize and to accept the call to the
fullness of life and love. He alsoin-
tends to ask young pecple to help
the Church in identifying the most
effective ways of announcing the
Gooed Mews in the present day By
listeming to young people, Fope
Francis believes that the Church will
once again hear the Lord speaking
in today’s world. As in the days of
Samuel (1 Sam 2:1-21) and lerse-
miah (ler 1:4-10), young pecple
know how to discemn the signs of
our times through the cutpouring
of the Spirit. The vecation to love
takes congrets form in everyday life
through & series of choices, which
finds expression in the states of
life - marriags, ordained ministry,
and consecrated life- young people
popt.  Likewize, the young pecple



need to be guided in choosing their
way of life in the world through
different professions, forms of
social commitmenis,
lifestyles, management of Time
use of money, eic. The purposs of
vecational discernment s to find
out how to transform them, in the
light of faith, towards the fullness of
jov to which everyone is called.

and civil

By announcing this Synod of
Bishops, Pope Francis wants to tell
us gbout the basis of the strength
and beauty of young peopls
namely, the ability to rejoice 8t the
beginning of undertakings, to give
oneself totally without going back,
to pick cneszelf up and begin again
in search of new conguests. Ths
riches of the Church's spiritual
tradition provide many rescurces in
guiding the formaticn of conscience,
which will pave way for authentic
freedom. The preparatory docu-
ment to begin the Synod's phass
of consultation of the entire People
of God has been published. This
documentisaddressedtotheSynods
and Councils of Patriarchs of the
Eastern Catholic Churches sui iuris,
the Episcopal Conferences, the
dicasteriez of the Roman Curiz and
the Union of Supericrs General. The
consultation intends to include-all
young people. For this, a website
with a set of questionnaires on their

expectations and their way of living
has been launched.

These series of consultations
will form the basis for drafiing the
work-document or Instrumentum
Laboris, which will b the reference
point in the discussion of the Synod
Fathers. The preparatory document
consisis of three steps. It begins
with some of the social and cultural
dynamics of the world in which
young people grow and make their
decisions. The document then
retraces the fundamental steps for
discernment, which the Church
fesiz, can be offered young pecple
to discover, in the light of faith,
their  wvocation. Finally, the
document trests  key  points
for a pastoral vocational programme
for the youth,

We need to contribute our mite
towards the success of the Synod
as the young pecple of our Diccess
also face situstions similar to those
faced by young people in other
parts of the world. | shall keep you
informed about the progress of the
preparstions for the Synod. Let us
keep the coming Synod of Bishops
in our prayers and make our young
pecople aware of it!

CONCLUSION

On 27 February 2017, we begin
the holy season of Lent. It is the
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period of Great Fast (Sauma
Fambal. The seven wesks befors
thesolemnity of Easier are sef apart
for prayer, fasting, sbstinence and
reparation. The name ‘Grest Fast
{3auma Ramba) signifies the great
fast of Jesus for forty days in the wil-
dernezs before the beginning of his
public life (Mt 4:2). 56l we call this
period as fifty days of fasting. This
is because the 5t Thomas Christians
fasted and sbstained from Peth-
urtha Sunday to Easter Sunday. Lent
is a season to stop all the world-
ly pleasures and fo return to God.

This pericd motivates the faithful to
enter intoc the proces: of being one
with lesus through his paschal mys-
teries of suffering, death, and burial
as the bridal price of purification.
| exhort you, dear Fathers, o pre-
pare our people and to help them
to enter into this holy season in the
right spirit.

With mv oravers and blessines.

sl ot

+Georgs Rajendran 30DB

Bishop of Thuckalay
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Vayalinkarai, St. Antony
Malaicode, Holy Cross
Nithiravilai, JayaMatha
Muzhucode, St. Thomas
Soosaipuram, St.Joseph
Padanthalumoodu, Sacred Heart
Killiyoor, Deva Matha
Mukkuttukkal, Holy Family
Varuthattu, St. Xavier

Palukal St. Thomas

Mankarai, 5t. James

Netta, St. Thomas
Palappallam, Christ the King
Kaliyal, St. Mary

Nagercoil, St. Alphonsa
Pallikonam, Sacred Heart
Kazhuvanthittai, St. Martin De Porus
Arukany, Holy Family
Athencode, 5t. Maria Goretti
Munchirai, St. George
Cheenivilai, Amala Maria
Pathukany, St. Thomas
Mezhacode, 5t. Franchis Assisi
Anamugham, Loretto Matha
Annikkarai, 5t. Mathew
Pilanlalai, Little Flower
Pilankarai, Loretto Matha
Marthandam, 5t. Vincent De Paul
Karode, St. Joseph

Thettiyode, St. Paul

Thuckalay, St. Mary
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Birthdays of Fathers - February
1. Fr. Jose Vayalil 22. Fr. Jipson Chully MCBS
7. Fr. Shojo Erupathanchilchira  25. Fr. Peter Kizhakeyil
9. Fr. Linslal Mangalath 28. Fr. Joshy Kulathunkal
15. Fr. Jinu Thekkethalackal 28. Fr. Prince Maliyil
21. Fr. Seby Manimalakandathil
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Reguirements for receving MESSAGES from the Major
Archbishop

Prot Wo. 00042:2017 09 January 2016
Since the requests for Messages of the Major Achbishop that Syro-Mal-
abar Major Archuepiscopal Curia recerves from Lay People, vanious Lay
Aszszpciations, Priests, Consecreted Men and Women, Paniches. Instriutes
of Consecrated Life, Societies of Aplstolic Life, Secular Institutes_etc. are
numerous, it has been decided to lay down certain regulations.

1. The request should reach the Major Archiepiscopal Curta at least two
months before the deadline by which the message has to be ready. Re-
quests recerved afted this time peniod will not be considered.

2 For lay people and lay assosiations, the request should be accompanied
by a letter of recommendation of the Parish Priest and endorsed by the
Bishop.

3. Requests from Priests should be accompanied by a letter of recommen-
dation of the eparchial bishop.

4. Requests fromConsecrated Men and Women should be accompanied

by a letter of recommendation of Provincial Superior.

. The Major Archhishop does not write foreword for books. He may

give only words of appreciation.

6. The Major Archbishop does not grve messages for Supplements and
stmilar common publications.

L

7. The message of the Major Archbishop given for a specific purpose
should not be published elsewhere without special permission.
1 take this opportunity to assure vou that the Major Archiepiscopal Curia is
always prompt in serving the Church and People of God.
Yours Sincerly,

Fr. Antony Kollannur,
QéM Major Archiepiscopal Chancellor.
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS February 2017

DAY TIME
1 Wed  1L30 am | (3.0 pm
2 The 1O am
3 Fri 1000 am | 04.00 pm
4 Sat 03.00 pm | 05.00 pm
5 Sun  OZ00 pm
[ Mon
7 Tue 0500 pm
8 Wed 0930 am
9 Thu 0400 pm | 06.00 pm
10 Fri L00 am
11 Sa  05.00pm
12 Sun 0930 am
13 Mon [L30am | 04.00 pm
14 Tue: 0930 am
15 Wed 0M400pm
16 Thu 11.00am | 02.30 pm
0500 pm
V¥ Fr
18 Sal (400 pm
19 Sun 0300 pm
200  Maon
21 Tue
22 Wed 0930am
B2 ‘Thy
26 Sun:  LOLOO am
0230 pm
27 Mon (600 pm
28 Tue
34 | BDLG
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EVENTS
KES55: GB Meeting | Meeting with Min seminary staif
Amboori: Annual Day Celebration
Fr: Provincial | Christurajapuram: School Annual Day
Meeb Fr. Thadeus, Kotlar | Kulaseharam: School Day
Osanam: Pastoral visit
Bishops House | Seminary: Conf brothers
Shenkottai Mission visil
Bishop’s House: Curia Meeting
Che.code: Gurbana | Pmoodu: Requiem Mass Pr. Philip
St Alphonsa College Symiposium
Madurai: DB K Feast day Holy Qurbana
Changanassery: Holy Qurbana at Laikadu
Manj: S5 Sisters Jubilee | Visitors from Paris
Wisitors from Paris, Priests Conference
Merhacode: School Day, Visitors from Paris

Ve, TVM: Qurbana | Pad Inter-dept. Mieeting
Lourdes, TVM: Feast day Holy Qurbana

Kottayam >> Aluva: Seminary visit
Thodupurha: Marriage Qurbana >= Idukki
Valiyathovale: Feast Day => Angamaly
Angamaly >> Bishops House

Bishops House

Nithravilai: Curia Meeting

Bishop's House

Kanyakumari: Meeting with local Rishops |
Arukani: KESSS SHG Anniversary
Pallikonam: Ash Monday

Hishops House

Fr. Thomas Sathianesan Eparchial Secretary,
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