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Ref. No. Priests/GR/172/2025

Dear Readers, 31 July 2025

Greetings and Prayerful wishes from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

As we navigate the sacred calling of our priestly ministry, I write
to you today to reflect upon the profound relationship between our
priesthood and the maternal love of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In
her, we find not only the Mother of our Saviour but also our own
spiritual mother, who watches over us with tender care and guides
us in our sacred duties.

Our Blessed Mother: Queen and Protectress of Priests

The title “Queen of Priests” given to Our Lady finds its deepest
meaning in her special relationship with Christ, the eternal High
Priest. At the foot of the Cross, when Jesus entrusted John to Mary
with the words “Behold, your mother” (John 19:27), He was not
merely caring for His mother’s earthly needs. Instead, He was
establishing Mary as the spiritual mother of all who would share in
His priesthood throughout the ages.

Mary’s queenship over priests is not one of dominion but of
maternal care. She who pondered all things in her heart (Luke 2:19)
understands the weight of priestly duty. She who stood faithfully
beneath the Cross knows the sacrifices demanded of those who
serve in persona Christi. Her crown is woven not with jewels but
with prayers for her priest-sons, and her sceptre is the rosary she
uses to intercede for us before the throne of grace.

In the Upper Room, Mary was present with the apostles as they
awaited the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:14). This presence
was not coincidental but providential, for she who had received the
Spirit at the Annunciation now assisted at the birth of the priestly



Church. Today, she continues this maternal ministry, breathing
spiritual life into our priesthood through her constant intercession.

Mary Protects Her Priest-Sons

The protection that Our Blessed Mother offers to her priests is both
spiritual and practical, covering every aspect of our ministerial life.
Like a mother watching over her children, Mary anticipates our
needs and intercedes for us with her powerful advocacy.

Spiritual Protection: Mary shields us from the snares of the evil one,
who seeks especially to ensnare those who serve at the altar. She
who crushed the serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15) continues this victory
in the lives of her priest-sons. When temptations attack us, when
discouragement weighs heavily on our hearts, and when the burden
of ministry feels overwhelming, Mary’s maternal presence offers
comfort and strength. She enfolds us in her mantle of protection,
just as tradition tells us she protected Juan Diego at Guadalupe.

Intercession for Vocations: Mary prayerfully intercedes for priestly
vocations, presenting to her Son the needs of His Church for worthy
ministers. She who said, “Do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5)
at Cana continues to inspire young men to respond generously to
Christ’s call to the priesthood. Through her intercession, hearts are
opened to receive the grace of vocation.

Preservation in Holiness: Our Lady, the Immaculate Conception,
desires that her priest-sons reflect her purity and holiness. She
assists us in upholding the sacred commitments of our ordination,
particularly our promise of celibacy. Like a mother who helps her
child grow in virtue, Mary shapes us in the likeness of her Son,
teaching us His gentleness, His compassion, and His total dedication
to the Father’s will.

Protection from Scandal: In these times when the priesthood faces
particular scrutiny and attack, Mary serves as our advocate and
defender. She who is terrible as an army set in battle array (Song
of Songs 6:10) fights for the honour of her priest-sons. When we



are falsely accused or when our ministry is questioned, we can take
refuge in her Immaculate Heart, knowing that she who defended her
Son will defend those who serve in His name.

Cultivating Tender Devotion to Our Lady

Dear Fathers, our relationship with Mary must not remain merely
intellectual or ceremonial. It must be characterised by the tender
devotion of a son for his mother. This devotion springs from
recognising Mary’s unique role in our priestly life and responding
with filial love and trust.

Daily Consecration: Each morning, as we begin our priestly duties,
let us renew our consecration to Mary. Following the example of
St Louis de Montfort, we entrust all our prayers, works, joys, and
sufferings to her, asking her to present them to Jesus with her own
merits. This act of consecration transforms our entire day into an
offering made through Mary’s hands.

The Holy Rosary: The rosary should be our constant companion,
the breviary of our Marian devotion. Through the mysteries of the
rosary, we contemplate the life of Christ through Mary’s eyes. As we
pray the rosary daily, we unite our voices with hers in praising God
and interceding for the needs of our people. Let the rosary beads
be worn smooth by our frequent use, a testament to our faithful
devotion.

Marian Antiphons: The Church’s ancient practice of singing
Marian antiphons provides us with beautiful prayers to honour Our
Lady throughout the liturgical year. Whether we chant the “Alma
Redemptoris Mater” during Advent and Christmas, the “Ave Regina
Caelorum” during Lent, or the “Regina Caeli” during Easter, these
prayers should flow naturally from our lips as expressions of our
love for Mary.

Personal Prayer and Conversation: Beyond formal prayers, we must
cultivate a personal relationship with Mary, speaking to her as a son
speaks to his mother. Share with her your joys and sorrows, your



hopes and fears, your successes and failures in ministry. She who
treasured all things in her heart will receive your confidences with
maternal love and respond with wise counsel.

Visits to Marian Shrines: When possible, undertake pilgrimages
to Marian shrines within our region. These sacred places, blessed
by Mary’s presence and miracles, provide special opportunities
to deepen our devotion and receive her maternal blessing on our
priesthood.

Spreading Marian Devotion Among the Faithful

Our love for Mary must not remain hidden but should overflow into
our pastoral ministry, inspiring the faithful entrusted to our care
to develop their own tender devotion to the Mother of God. We
are called to be apostles of Mary, spreading her message of love,
conversion, and hope.

Preaching and Teaching: In our homilies and catechetical instruction,
we must often speak of Mary’s role in salvation history and her
ongoing maternal care for the Church. Help the faithful understand
that devotion to Mary is not optional for Catholics but a vital part
of our faith. Teach them that Mary always leads us to Jesus, never
away from Him.

Liturgical Celebrations: Ensure that Marian feasts are observed
with fitting solemnity in our parishes. The major feasts of the
Annunciation, the Assumption, and the Immaculate Conception
should be times of joy and devotion for our communities. Promote
participation in Marian devotions such as the May crowning, October
rosary devotions, and First Saturday observances.

Family Consecration: Promote the consecration of families to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Visit homes during May to bless family
altars dedicated to Our Lady. Encourage parents to lead the family
rosary, fostering a home that becomes a domestic church where
Mary’s presence is felt and honoured.

Youth Formation: Pay special attention to nurturing young people



in Marian devotion. Establish youth groups dedicated to Our Lady,
organise pilgrimages to Marian shrines, and encourage young people
to wear the brown scapular and the miraculous medal as signs of their
consecration to Mary. Remember that many priestly and religious
vocations originate from early Marian devotion.

Care for the Suffering: Following Mary’s example of compassion,
encourage devotion to Our Lady of Sorrows among those who
suffer. Visit hospitals and homes of the sick, bringing images of
Mary and leading prayers for her intercession. Show how Mary’s
own sufferings at the foot of the Cross unite her intimately with all
human pain.

Social Justice and Mary: Present Mary as the model of Christian
social concern, she who sang the Magnificat, proclaiming God’s
preferential love for the poor and humble. Help the faithful recognise
that true Marian devotion involves caring for those on the margins
and committing to justice, following Mary’s example of serving
others.

Our Lady’s Promises

Beloved Fathers, as we deepen our devotion to Our Blessed Mother
and encourage this devotion among our people, let us remember
the promises she has made to those who honour her. At Fatima,
she promised that her Immaculate Heart would be our refuge and
the path that leads us to God. She assured us that those who wear
her scapular will not suffer eternal fire, and that those who pray her
rosary will receive great graces.

These promises are especially true for us, her priest-sons. Mary’s
protection is not just a pious feeling but a spiritual reality we
can depend on. In times of trial, discouragement, opposition, or
misunderstanding, we can confidently turn to our heavenly Mother,
knowing she will not abandon those she has spiritually adopted.

Fortunately, in August, we celebrate the solemnity of the Assumption
of our Blessed Mother. The mystery of Mary’s Assumption—her
bodily ascent into heaven—reveals not only the glory of her destiny



but also the fullness of her maternal authority over all the Church,
and in a special way, over us who share in the priesthood of her
Son. From her throne in heaven, crowned as Queen of Angels and
Saints, she exercises her royal right as protector and guide of priests
worldwide. Her Assumption assures us that our faithful service,
united with her intercession, will lead us to share in the glory she
Now enjoys.

Similarly, we observe the feast of the Queenship of Mary, celebrated
on 22 August, which honours the Blessed Virgin Mary as Queen of
Heaven and Earth. It recognises her unique role in salvation history
as the Mother of Christ the King. This feast highlights Mary’s
intercessory power and maternal care for all believers, including
priests who look to her as a model of perfect surrender to God’s will
and faithful service. Priests often turn to Mary, Queen of Heaven,
for guidance in their pastoral ministry, drawing inspiration from
her “yes” to God’s plan and her presence at the foot of the cross,
seeing in her both a spiritual mother who intercedes for their priestly
vocation and an example of complete devotion to Christ.

Let us, therefore, renew our commitment to live as true sons of
Mary, allowing her maternal love to shape us into priests after the
heart of her Son. May our lives be so filled with Marian devotion
that all who meet us are drawn to love and honour the Mother of
God! Through our example and teaching, may our parishes become
centres of genuine Marian spirituality, places where Mary’s presence
is felt and her intercession is sought.

I entrust this letter and all of you, my dear brother priests, to the
loving care of Our Lady, Queen of Priests. May she bless your
ministry abundantly and draw you ever closer to the Sacred Heart of
her divine Son!
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MONTHLY AGENDA - AUGUST2025

DATE DAY EVENTS

VC: Adoration for Vocation (Soosaipuram

! Fri Forane) SINAI: Retreat at Vattakottai

2 Sat MJ: Awareness programme

3 Sun St. Alphonsa Feast day

4 Mon KKSSS: Awareness on World Breast Feeding

5 Tue SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

6 Wed KKSSS: Rain harvesting Awareness
Programme

8 Fri FA: Marriage Preparation Course
Alphonsa Academy Inauguration @
Nagercoil Matrujyothis Inauguration @
Kalluvilai

9 Sat CAT: HM Meet at Kalluvilai KII: Animators

-+

meeting at Kalluvilai SINAI: Evening Retrea
at Malaicode FA: Marriage Preparation
Course TM: Mission Meet

Catechism Annual Day @ Kalluvilai CAT:
Basic training Programme for Catechists:
Class V at Padanthalumoodu (Batch: VIII)
KKSSS: Gatekeeping Programme for Parish
Council and Pious Association leaders at

10 Sun Palappallam LC: Forane Leaders Meeting
SMYM: Thuckalay Pilankalai Forane Unit
Executive Meeting URM: Padanthalumoodu
Forane Leaders Meeting FA: Marriage
Preparation Course SVP: AC Meeting CML:
Quiz Competition

SODUG
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11

Mon

CML: Commemoration of Kunjettan in
group meeting EIRD: Kanyakumari United
Christian Council

12

Tue

SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

15

Fri

KKSSS: Grama Sabha at Vayalinkarai
SMYM: Youth Fest MJ: Quiz Book releasing
ASc: Independence Day celebration

16

Sat

HC: Drug Addiction and Social Media
Awareness at Chenamcode FA: Unmarried
Youth Meet MS: Padanthalumoodu Curia
Trainin

17

Sun

CML: Read the short history of the feast of
the assumption of our lady in group meeting
LC: Forane Leaders Meeting at Kalluvilai
MJ: Director's visit to Thettiyode

18

Mon

EIRD: Regional United Christian

19

Tue

SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

21

Thu

ET: Mission Meet

23

Sat

SINAI: One day Retreat at Kalluvilai MJ:
Awareness programme URVM: Retreat for
Arukani Forane parish Animators, Organizers
and Leaders

24

Sun

CAT: Basic training Programme for
Catechists: Class VI at Padanthalumoodu
(Batch:VIII) CML: Prayer and
commemoration of St. Euphrasia in group
meeting KKSSS: Gatekeeping Programme for
Parish Council and Pious Association leaders
at Munchirai SMYM: Soosaipuram Forane
Unit Executive Meeting URM: Arukani
Forane Animators' Meeting MJ: Director's
visit to Marappady

0I10BI2025
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26 Tue | SINAI: Intercessory Prayer

27 Wed CAT: Seminar for Class X and XI at
Kalluvilai KKSSS: Educare Class

28 Thu KKSSS: SHG Onam Celebration

29 Fri MIG: Online Rosary
KII: Forane level monthly activity MJ: One

30 Sat hour class URVM: Retreat for Soosaipuram-
Thuckalai Pilankalai parish Animators,
Organizers

FR.THOMAS POWATHUPARAMPIL, PROTOSYNCELLUS

BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS - AUGUST - 2025

FR.JOSHY THEVALAKKARA CMI 01
FR. SOORAJ KADAVIL MCBS 01
FR. VINOD KANAKALIL 04
FR. SHAN AYALLOOR 08
FR. RAJESH VAYALUMKAL MCBS 09
FR. PRINCE CHERIPPANATTU 10
FR. GEORGE KANDATHIL 14
FR. ROBINS KUZHIKODIL 15
FR. MATHEW AREKALAM CMI 19
FR. VARGHESE KOTTOOR CMI 25

FR. VIVEK KALARITHARA MCBS

29
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DAY

TIME EVENTS
. Nagercoil: Protest for the
! Fri 03.30 pm Religious Sisters
2 Sat 04.00 pm | Kottayam: Jubilee
3 Sun | 08.30 am Nagercoil: St. Alphonsa Feast Day
Qurbana
4 09.00 am | Minor Seminary: Vianney Day
Mon | 04.30 pm | Kalkikulam: Vespers
5 Tue Bishop’s House
6 Wed Bishop’s House
7 Thu Bishop’s House
8 Fri 09.30 am | Bishop’s House: Curia meeting
Nagercoil: Alphonsa Academy
10.00.am | 12 0uration
9 Sat e . .
02.30 pm Kalluvilai: Matrujyothis
’ Inauguration
10 Sun 10.00 am | Nithiravilai: Feast Day Qurbana
02.00 pm | Kalluvilai: Catechism Annual Day
11 Mon >> Changancherry >> Trichy
12-13 | Tue -Wed ﬁichy: Health Commission TOT
eeting
14 Thu Changanaserry: Bishop Kocherry’
Jubilee
. 11.00 pm . .
15 Fri 06.00 pm Puthukadai: Show room Blessing
16 Sat 04.00 pm Soosaipuram: Mar Kurialacherry
celebration
1729 | Sun - Fri Is(akkanad: Syro Malabar Bishops’
ynod
30 Sat Champakulam: Marriage Holy
Qurbana
31 Sun Bishop’s House

SODuG
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CML Generall Body VMeeting Padanthalumoodu




ST. ALPHONSA SHRINE FEAST AT NAGERCOIL

Reception to the Nadaipayanam at Nagercoil
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