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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISHéP’S HOUSE

Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District

Tamilnadu - 629175, India

Mobile: +919443281100 Phone: +91-4651-250633
Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

REF.NO. PRIESTS/GR/104/2020
29 February 2020

Dear Readers,
Greetings from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

In this circular, I want to present to you the final statement that
the Bishops issued at the conclusion of the CBCI Plenary Assembly
held at Bengaluru. The statement assumes great significance in the
context of the present scenario of our country. Taking into consid-
eration the political, social and economic and religious situation of
our country, the Bishops emphasised the importance of dialogue a
way forward in bringing peace and prosperity to our mother land.
The final statement entitled Dialogue: The Path to Truth and Charity
is re-produced below:

“We, the 192 member Bishops of the Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference of India, assembled for our XXXIV Plenary Assembly at
St. John’s National Academy of Health Sciences, Bengaluru from
13-19February 2020.Prompted by our fidelity to Jesus Christ and
unflinching loyalty to our beloved motherland we reflected, med-
itated and deliberated on the ever relevant theme, “Dialogue: The
Path to Truth and Charity.” We also sought to sincerely evaluate the
quality of our apostolic ministry and be renewed in the Spirit to be
servant leaders of our people after the heart of Christ who came “to
serve and not to be served” (Mark 10, 48).

The Church, the community of faith in Jesus Christ, has integral
and all-inclusive dialogue at her heart. Indeed, dialogue belongs to
the very essence of the Christian faith. All through her history the
Church has made earnest efforts to engage in dialogue at different
levels. As a community of human beings the Church lives in civil
society and body politic, continuously inspiring us to be loyal cit-
izens of India. The noteworthy contribution of the Church in the
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field of education, health care and social transformation has been
consistently acknowledged by the people of India.

India: Unity in Diversity

The hallmark of Indian society is its pluralism. From ancient
times, India has been a mosaic of many religions, cultures and lan-
guages with a strong Indian identity. What unites us is stronger and
deeper than what divides us. We are proud of our Constitution that
envisions a Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic which
resolved to secure for all its citizens Justice, Liberty, Equality and
Fraternity as enshrined in the Preamble. Justice is spelt out as social,
economic and political; Liberty is explained as liberty of thought,
expression, belief, faith and worship; and Equality is understood as
equality of status and opportunity. These Constitutional values form
the ethos of Indian identity that promotes Fraternity which leads to
the dignity of the individual and unity and integrity of the nation.
Every citizen must be ever vigilant against any attempt to undermine
the ennobling human vision of the Constitution so that our beloved
country ever remains united.

Biblical Foundations

Various streams of thoughts running through the biblical texts
enrich our understanding of the necessity of dialogue among peoples
and cultures. Dialogue with other religions is integral to the Biblical
Revelation. The different aspects of dialogue in the Bible are rooted
in our faith in God as Trinity: God as the Creator of all, the universal
presence of God’s Spirit, and Jesus as the Saviour of all mankind.

In the Gospels, Jesus’ encounters with people reveal that God is
the Father of all. The Kingdom of God that Jesus preached embodies
the love of God, irrespective of race, sex, colour, class, language and
creed. The Good News of Jesus calls upon humanity to establish a
society of justice, equality, love, forgiveness and peace. Dialogue
begins and grows when we open ourselves to the Lord, and by com-
mitting ourselves to his words and deeds, live the mystery of his
death and resurrection which paves the path to truth and charity. For
example, in the dialogue with the Samaritan woman, Jesus unveils
the true horizons of relating with God in truth and spirit. He starts
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with the dialogue of life and moves to the dialogue of action which
is followed by the dialogue of sharing the religious experience, and
eventually the dialogue leads to the witnessing of truth.

Church Teachings

The Church encourages believers to respect each other and one
another’s religious tradition, thus cooperating with one another to
promote peace and harmony and work for the common good of all.
Pope Francis has urged all people of good will to make every effort
to establish peace in society by “inviting all persons who believe
in God to unite and work together, so that it may serve as a guide
for future generations to advance a culture of mutual respect in the
awareness of the great divine grace that makes all human beings
brothers and sisters...called to express this human fraternity by safe-
guarding creation and the entire universe, and supporting all per-
sons, especially the poorest and those most in need...” (Document
on Human Fraternity, 4th February 2019, Abu Dhabi).

Dialogue is rooted in the very vocation of the Church. Being
open to dialogue, calls for being absolutely consistent with one’s
own religious tradition. Believers enter into each other’s depth of
life through dialogue.

Dialogue with Cultures and Religions

Every community that lives in India possesses its own cultur-
al identity with its richness, which must be respected at any cost.
Attempts to homogenize and impose a mono-cultural pattern pose
serious threats to the cultural patrimony of our country. As our Con-
stitution envisions, there cannot be any meaningful dialogue of cul-
ture without acknowledging the primacy of human person. People
of every culture and religion and those who profess no religion must
be esteemed with mutual respect which eventually leads to human
fraternity. No culture or religion shall dominate over other cultures
and religions. Subduing certain cultures by the dominant culture will
destroy the peace and harmony existing in the country. “The ene-
my of fraternity is an individualism which translates into the desire
to affirm oneself and one’s own group above others. Religious be-
haviour, therefore, needs continually to be purified from the recur-
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rent temptation to judge others as enemies and adversaries.” (Docu-
ment on Human Fraternity, 4th February 2019, Abu Dhabi).

Dialogue with the Poor, the Dalits and Tribal People

Dialogue with the poor, the Dalits and Tribal people is an urgent
priority in the context of India. The Dalits and Tribal people are
continually denied their human rights socially. Every step taken in
favour of their liberation by eradicating poverty, exploitation, dis-
crimination, and every other form of sinful structures of society is an
effective means of dialogue. However, dialogue with the poor shall
not be limited only to the works of mercy. The term ‘the Church of
the poor’ reflects the constant self-understanding of Christians that
the poor stand in the place of Christ, and therefore charity and jus-
tice must be an essential and central dimension of what it means to
be a follower of Christ.

In this context, we urge the State authorities to take adequate
steps to ensure justice to the Dalit Christians and the Tribal people.

Dialogue with Nature

Dialogue with nature is another important aspect. The earth, our
common home, which was created to support life and give praise to
God, is crying out with pain because human activity is destroying it.
All who believe in God and all people of good will have an obliga-
tion to protect the ecological equilibrium of the earth, intended by
the Creator. Therefore, dialogue with nature includes serious steps
to mitigate climate change, clean the land and the seas, and start
treating all of creation with respect and concern.

Dialogue with the Unborn

Dialogue should not be limited to those who are born; rather the
right to life of the unborn must also be taken seriously into account.
We believe that the human being is to be respected and treated as a
person from the moment of conception, that each and every human
life has inherent dignity, and thus must be treated with the respect
due to a human person from womb to tomb. The steps to legalise
abortion even to the extent of six months must be condemned as a
gross injustice which undermines the right to life of the unborn. We
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appeal to the State authorities that it immediately withdraws the
Bill in the Parliament.

Dialogue of Peace

Interreligious dialogue is one of the most pressing needs of our
times. There will be no peace among nations without peace among
religions. There will be no peace among religions without dialogue
among religions.We are alarmed by continuous persecution on a
global level endured by innocent people at the hands of fundamen-
talist and terrorist groups.

Dialogue in India should aim at collaboration in areas such as
peace-building, protection of the environment, eradication of pover-
ty and ensuring the human dignity of all, especially of women and
children. Besides, it means that we condemn all wars, violence and
terrorism that create insurmountable blocks to dialogue. We pledge
ourselves to engage in a process of dialogue for a reconciled society.

A Fervent Appeal

We believe that patriotism is different from narrow and divisive
cultural nationalism, which is radically different from Constitutional
nationalism. No one has the right to question the patriotism of any
Indian citizen on subjective grounds. Authentic patriotism unites us
amidst divergences. Patriotism is defined as directing the attention
of the citizens to the good of the whole human family, united by the
different ties which bind together races, people and nations. “All
Christians must be aware of their sense of responsibility and their
service of the common good. They must recognize the legitimacy
of different opinions with regard to temporal solutions, and respect
citizens, who, even as a group, defend their points of view by honest
methods” (Church in the Modern World, no. 75).

False nationalistic ideologies that instigate contempt for cul-
tures other than the majoritarian dominant culture are capable of
perpetrating atrocities. It is necessary to clarify the essential differ-
ence between patriotism and pseudo nationalism. Patriotism builds
up the nation while pseudo nationalism destroys the integrity, unity
and harmony of the nation. Nationalism, particularly in its most rad-
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ical and extreme forms, is thus the antithesis of true patriotism.

We appeal to the State authorities to ensure that pseudo nation-
alism does not continue to give rise to new forms of totalitarian-
ism. Together with the framers of the Constitution, we, the Catholic
Bishops of India, affirm that religion shall not be a criterion for de-
termining Indian citizenship. The authorities should come forward
with sincere and effective means to erase the sense of fear, anxiety
and uncertainty spreading in the country, especially among the reli-
gious minorities.

Needless to say that dissent should not be misconstrued as
un-patriotism. Democracy cannot be built on monologue. We call
upon the State authorities that it is right time to sit around the com-
mon table, a place of conversation and of shared hopes. Against the
attempts at creating cultural isolation in our beloved country, dia-
logue will make the elements that are seemingly a barrier or a wall,
a bridge of relationship. “Identity and dialogue are not enemies. Our
own cultural identity is strengthened and enriched as a result of di-
alogue with those unlike ourselves. Nor is our authentic identity
preserved by an impoverished isolation.” (Pope Francis, Querida
Amazonia, n. 37).

Conclusion

Dialogue is indeed the path to truth and charity. Let us pray that
dialogue grows in every family, at all levels of the Church, among
the Christians, among religions and cultures, and among the nations
so that God’s Kingdom of reconciliation, justice, peace and love
may be established.

Though deeply concerned and anguished with what is happen-
ing in our country, we are filled with hope inspired by faith and the
innate goodness of all our fellow citizens. We appreciate the major-
ity who uphold the secular values of our nation. We are determined
to continue to collaborate in the work of building our great nation,
Mother India.

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, who manifested the exemplary
spirit of dialogue through her maternal intercession, guide each one
of us on the path of truth and charity!”
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I am sure you will find sufficient time to go through this state-
ment and to help our people to understand its salient features during
your interactions with them be it in homilies, meetings or seminars
so that they are kept abreast of the latest teachings of the Church and
better grasp the issues that affect the country adversely.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

+ George Rajendran SDB

N
Bishop of Thuckalay
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Just A Minute Speech
Divya Varuthattu |
Anisha Marapady Il
Mary Jenisha Kaisalavilai m
Prove YourSelf
Austin Anto Padanthalu- |
moodu
Subin Raj Kaisalavilai Il
Jiji Mol Muzhucode M
Group Song
ol et s o e 0 v |
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Aslin Johncy, Babin Joe, Sujith Sowmya, Anisha ,

Beril Shafrin, Adlin, Amadsya, Sheeja, Babin GUEILETE] .
Blessin, Jiji Joseph, Vijin.L.Dhas, Belulin, Anto Manialumoo-
Davine Raj, Ashick, Jenisha, Aswin, Angelin.G.Raj, ) du 1
Ancylin.G.Raj, Sujji Mol, Ananthi, Vinitha, Wins. W.L

Group Dance
Janalet Raj, Jagedesh Raj, Abin Jose, Sujin Kumar, Varuthattu
Prem Kumar, Arun Kumar, Dinesh, Akshay I
Reena Femi, Angel Sherin, Bibisha, Rema, Shajitha, .
Binisha, Mary Vini Mol, Josephin ISR IUE .
Ancy Freddy, Meenu, Sabija, Bisbisha, Vincil Tazi, i "

Ashika, Aswini

Mime

Jenish.F, Aswin.C, Benet.C, Blession, Sajin.S, Domi-

Manjalumoo-

nic.D, Jjio Joseph, Ashick.W du

Ja.nalet Raj, Jagedesh Baj, Abin Jose, Prem Kumar, Varuthattu "
Dinesh, Akshay, Josepin

Rajlal. T, Abiyouth, H.S, Anish Xavier Raj, Bibin Jose.]

Godwin.K, Yobu Raj.P, Ashwin.R.E, Jinumon.M.L Muzhucode .
Jaffer Jio, Lijin.V, Sajin.A, Shabin.S.G, Aijth.A.N, el "

Bibin.W, Jebin, Franko, Vinith Kumar

Best Choreography

Jaffer Jio, Ajin.G.Dhas, Ancy, Meenu, Sabija, Vincil
Tazi, Lijin

Vayalankarai

Paulo Shalini, Augusto Silriya, Vini Mol, Saraniya,

Jagedesh Raj, Abin Jose, Dinesh. VI .
Reena Femi, Angel Sherin, Bibisha, Rema, Shajitha, Kattathuarai "
Binisha, Mary Vini Mol, Josephin

Mobile Photography
Aijth Killiyoor |
Jagedesh Raj Varuthattu I
Jebin Vayalankarai 11

Mobile Photography - Special Prize

Ajin Raj, Jose Selvin, Aswin, Babin, Lijin, Ashwin, Stephin Rex, Vijin.L.Dhas,

Johny, Prem Kumar

aligd a&uevy
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HOLY, CHILDH ODJ// GYpheng FOFT
GUNRG P& Bubstd

"Shms o Fearmmact Ba Bison i paug Bured OpduiLef FWHG
OlpaBang g Symedor" (Slured . 103 : I3)

IDIDEMGVE: G1FGOAITRISGIIGT H6MeoaMIDT LIflgr GUIULT LIIQUIGD.

hafyeilenen wenmeuLLLD

INFANT — Story Telling - Boys

Abinesh .A Vayalankarai I
Ajay V.S Nithirvilai Il
Altrin Jacinth V.S Cheenivilai | 1l
Story Telling - Girls
Arshika Vayalankarai I
Sanjana Cheenivilai Il
Jensika Varuthattu 11
Action Song
Vayalankarai |
Varuthattu I
Cheenivilai Il
Child Speech Boys
Maria Crasel Nithirvilai I
Sujith Cheenivilai [ 1l
Geo Francis Varuthattu 1]
Speech Girls
Anushika Judy Cheenivilai |
Lina A.S Jessy Varuthattu | |l
Saranja Nithirvilai Il

B\emUI(H6iT
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Group Dance

Nithiravilai

Varuthattu

Vayalankarai

GMEFLD DMEILLLD

INFANT — Story Telling - Boys

Shanith . J.R Killiyoor I

Patwin . J.K Palappallam 1]

Tom Edin Raj Pilankarai 1]

Story Telling - Girls

ShanulinHepziba A.D Killiyoor I

Renolin Mary Palappallam Il

Anusha Mankarai I
Action Song

Soosaipuram I

Mankarai I

Pallappallam M

Child Speech Boys

Shijin .S.M Palappallam |

John Ferdrick Killiyoor I

Alan Harsha Pilankarai 11
Speech Girls

Jershika Palappallam I

Marina Catherine Fathima Nagar I

AsinaRexi Soosaipuram 1]
Group Dance

Palappallam I

Mankarai Il

Soosaipuram

B\emUI(H6IT
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LILHSTQICWE LepMmeULLLD

INFANT — Story Telling - Boys

Ashik Thettiyode I
Abinav Palukal Il
Cyril Padanthalumoodu 1
Story Telling - Girls
Abina .J.S Thettiyode I
Shin Annikkarai Il
Anjinmary Kazhuvanthittai I
Action Song
Palukal I
Padanthalumoodu I
Annikkarai I
Child Speech Boys
Abigail Thettiyode I
Bladwin Athancode I
Aswin Palukal 11
Speech Girls
Janiya Thettiyode I
Asmi Kazhuvanthittai Il
Anshika Annikkarai 11
Group Dance
Annikarai I
Thettiyode Il
Palukal 1]
LO@HETQICH(H LOEMEULLLD
INFANT — Story Telling - Boys
Janto Jose Malaicode I
Alfin Jino Manjalumoodu Il
Derfin Muzhucode i

B\emUI(H6iT
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Story Telling - Girls

Anushika Muzhucode I

Anushika .S Malaicode Il

Saniya Manjalumoodu 1]
Action Song

Malaicode |

Manjalumoodu Il

Muzhucode 11

Child Speech Boys

Jan David Manjalumoodu I

Shane Kumar Malaicode I

Vibin Muzhucode 1L
Speech Girls

Anushika Manjalumoodu I

Affleen S.V Mukkuttukal I

Alfina V Malaicode I

Group Dance

Manjalumoodu

Mukkuttukal Il
Muzhucode I
BEHBM6) - LUNHSTENE) LEDNEILLLD
INFANT — Story Telling - Boys
Rishon Thuckalay I
Anlin France Kattathurai Il
Shafin Pilankalai n
Story Telling - Girls
Jenshika Kattathurai I
Jebio Shamma Kaisalavilai Il
Angelin Rani Pilankalai 11

B\emUI(H6IT
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Action Song
Pilankalai I
Kattathurai I
Kaisalavilai Il
Child Speech Boys
Amal M Nagercoil I
AswinAnto Paraicode Il
RithikRosan Kattathurai Il
Speech Girls
Reshma Thuckalay I
Sujisha Kattathurai I
Deepa Paraicode M
Group Dance
Thuckalay I
Nagercoil Il
Paraicode 1]
SymiEnenil wenmeuLLLD
INFANT — Story Telling - Boys
Ashish Lal Arukani I
Subith Pathukani Il
Story Telling - Girls
Abiya Arukani I
Sibi Netta Il
Alona Pathukani [l
Action Song
Netta I
Arukani I
Pathukani Il
Child Speech Boys
Mahin Pathukani I

B\emUI(H6iT
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Aromal Netta Il
BercinBabu Arukani Il
Speech Girls
Ashlin Mary Netta I
Jenifer Pathukani Il
Asin Arukani n
Group Dance
Arukani I
Netta Il
Pathukani I
OIpLonamd B3nBirdr whiGeIDLD
BWHGHI
4 )
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FEASTDAYS OF REV FATHERS

FEAST DAYS - MARCH - 2020
Fr. Ajin Jose 19
Fr. Dency Mundunadackal 19
Fr. Jimmy Thekkekadumathil 19
Fr. Jinoy Thottiyil 19
Fr. Jinu Thekkethalackal 19
Fr. Jomon Mangalamadom 19
Fr. Jose Muttathupadom 19
Fr. Jose Vayalil 19
Fr. Joseph Anithottam 19
Fr. Joseph Ottalankal MST 19
Fr. Joseph Santhosh 19
Fr. Josy Puthenpurackal 19
Fr. Prince Maliyil 19
Fr. Printo Kurias 19
Fr. Reju Puthuparambil MCBS 19
Fr. Sajan Nettaponghu 19
Fr. Vinu D Joseph 19

BIRTHDAYS OF REV FATHERS

BIRTH DAYS - MARCH - 2020
Fr. Joseph Santhosh 03
Fr. Thomas Powathuparampil 15
Fr. Mathew Thekkekutt 15
Fr. Chacko Akkathara CMI 17
Fr. Sinoy Panackachalil MCBS 17
Fr. Thomas Sathianesan 20
Fr. Sumesh Valliyamthadathil 26
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS MARCH 2020

DATE DAY TIME EVENTS
| Sun 09.00 am Shenkottai: Consecration of Puliyarai
Church
2 Mon 11.00 am  Bishop’s House: visitors from North India
3  Tue 11.00 am  Pala: Inter Diocesan Meeting
4 Wed 9.30 am Blshqp ] House: Jubilee Action Plan
Meeting with Departments
Bishop’s House: Jubilee Action Plan
9.30 am . .
5 Thu Meeting with Departments
04.00 pm  Nagercoil: Final Profession Reception
6 Fri 02.00 pm  Ettumanoor: Agricultural Fest
11.00 am  KKSSS: Women’s Day Celebration
7 Sat 02.00 m Bishop’s House: Jubilee Action Plan
UP Meeting with Departments>> Sivagangai
Visit to Sivagangai and Ramanathapuram
8 Sun . ;
Mission Stations
Bishop’s House: Catechism Text Book
9.30 am .
Translation
9 Mon : .
530 Bishop’s House: Safe Environment Com-
SUPM ittee Meetin
10 Tue 09.30 am  Sangamam: Eparchial Priests’ Conference
09.30am  Bishop’s House: Catechism Text Book Trans-
11 Wed lation
06.00 pm  Bishop’s House: Eparchial Curia Meeting
09.30 am B1§hop s House: Catechism Text Book Trans-
lation
12 Thu ; . -~
Bishop’s House: Catechism Training Re-
02.00pm .
source Persons Meeting
Bishop’s House: Catechism Text Book Trans-
9.30 am .
) lation
o Bishop’s H Jubilee Fi C i
04.00 pm ishop’s House: Jubilee Finance Committee

Meeting
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Bishop’s House: Catechism Text Book

09.30 am Translation
14  Sat 12.00 pm Bishop’s House: Meeting with Parents of
Deacons
04.00 pm  Mezhakode: School Annual Day
15 Sun 07.00 am Killiyoor: Holy Qurbana
Bishop’s House: Jubilee Action Plan
R Moo 9-30 am Meeting with Departments
17 Tue 09.30 am Bl'ShOp s House: Jubilee Action Plan Meeting
with Departments
18 Wed 09.30 am Bl.ShOp s House: J.ubllee Action Plan Meeting
with Core Committee
09.30 am tSizgkottal: Pulari School Annual Day Celebra-
19 Thu ;
06.00 om Soosaipuram: St. Joseph’s Church turns
“UPp 60 years, Holy Qurbana
20  Fri 06.00 pm  Mukkuttukal: Minor Seminary
21  Sat 04.30 pm  Visit to Shenkottai >> Thrissur
22 Sun 10.00 am  Thrissur: Holy Qurbana at CMI Community
73 Mon 09.30 am Bl.shop s House: J.ubllee Action Plan Meeting
with Core Committee
24 Tue 09.30 am Bl.ShOp s House: J'ubllee Action Plan Meeting
with Core Committee
09.30am  Bishop’s House: Eparchial Curia Meeting
25  Wed ishop’ : Jubi i itori
e 0230 pm Blshopls House .Jubllee Special Monitoring
Committee Meeting
2%  Thu 04.30 pm Vellarada, Thekken Kurisumala: Holy
Qurbana
Fri- . , . ..
27-28 Sat Bishop’s House, Parish Visit
29  Sun 09.00 am  Kudukkachivilai: Holy Qurbana
30 Mon Prayer day
31  Tue Bishop’s House

B\emUI(H6iT
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Fr. Sajan Nettaponghu, Bishop’s Secretary
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