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THE FEAST OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS
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A devoted priest, visionary educator, and compassionate shepherd.

The Bishop, Priests, Religious, and Faithful of the Diocese of Thuckalay
express their heartfelt gratitude and offer an

Eternal Adieu

Rev. Fr. Thomas Powathuparambil

Former Vicar General and Correspondent of
Alphonsa Matriculation HSS, Nagercail.

Your legacy of faith, service, and love
will continue to inspire generations.
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Dear Readers,
Greetings from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

June offers us two of the most luminous solemnities in the
Church’s calendar: the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of
Jesus and the Solemnity of the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Together, these feasts reveal the inner life of our
faith and summon us — as pastors, presbyters, and servants of
God’s people — to a deeper conversion of heart. June is therefore
not merely a liturgical month; it is a school of love, an invitation
to renewed pastoral fervour, and a call to shepherd our people
with the very tenderness of the Heart of Christ.

The Sacred Heart: The Foundation of Priestly Life

Devotion to the Sacred Heart is not a pious addition to the Gospel
— it is the very centre of the Good News. When the soldier
pierced the side of Jesus on the Cross and blood and water flowed
forth (Jn 19:34), the Fathers of the Church saw in this the birth
of the Church and the outpouring of all grace. From this open
Heart, the sacraments flow, love is born anew, and mission finds
its source. For us who are ordained ministers of those sacraments,
this mystery is not remote theology but the daily ground of our
lives. Each morning, the priest stands at the altar, precisely at this
wound in the side of Christ, drawing forth for the people what
Christ poured out on Calvary.

Pope Pius XI, in Miserentissimus Redemptor (1928), described
this devotion as “the foundation of Christian perfection and the
summary of all religion.” Pope Francis, in Dilexit Nos (2024),
has renewed its urgency, reminding us that the Heart of Christ
is a living reality — the Heart of the Son of God who loved us
and gave himself up for us (Gal 2:20). Notably, Pope Francis
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addresses this encyclical with particular force to priests, warning
against the danger of a ministry that has become “mere function,
activism, or performance.” The remedy he proposes is a return to
the Heart: “Only if the Lord’s love becomes the animating centre
of our activity can we be pastors and not functionaries, shepherds
and not managers of the sacred.” This is the irreplaceable vocation
of June for every priest of the Eparchy of Thuckalay.

St John Eudes, the great apostle of the Sacred Heart, taught that
ordination configures the priest to the Heart of Christ in a unique
and permanent way. To receive Holy Orders is to receive the
mission to make the love of Christ’s Heart present and active in
the world. Every absolution pronounced in the confessional, every
anointing administered at a deathbed, every homily preached
from a pulpit, every blessing given over a troubled soul — each of
these acts is the Heart of Jesus continuing to love through human
hands and human lips. The awareness of this dignity, when
sustained and deepened in prayer, preserves the priest from the
great dangers of his state: cynicism, routine, spiritual emptiness,
and self-centredness.

St Margaret Mary Alacoque, to whom Christ revealed the
devotion at Paray-le-Monial, heard the Lord say: “I need hearts
that are generous and on fire to make reparation for the coldness
and ingratitude of men.” These words are addressed with special
urgency to priests. Reparation is not merely an act of piety; it is
a prophetic rejection of spiritual mediocrity and a proclamation
that love is stronger than sin. In an age when the priestly heart is
assailed by distraction, activism, and discouragement — when
pastoral demands multiply, and the inner life quietly contracts —
the Sacred Heart is both our diagnosis and our cure. It diagnoses
the problem: the heart has grown cold and has lost its first love
(Rev 2:4). And it provides the cure: return to the Heart, dwell
there, and let its warmth rekindle what the years have cooled.

The Sacred Heart is also, pre-eminently, the heart of the Good
Shepherd who goes out in search of the one who is lost (Lk 15:4).
This image of the priesthood has been most consistently proposed
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by the Second Vatican Council and the subsequent magisterium.
The Council’s Decree Presbyterorum Ordinis places pastoral
charity at the centre of priestly identity: “Pastoral charity ...
flows especially from the Eucharistic Sacrifice, which is therefore
the centre and root of the whole priestly life.” The Eucharist is
itself the sacrament of the open Heart: it is Christ giving himself
entirely, holding nothing back, pouring out every drop. The priest
who celebrates the Eucharist each day with recollection and faith
is replenished at the very source of pastoral love. He goes forth
from the altar not depleted but filled; not diminished but renewed;
not performing a role but living his identity.

As priests of the Syro-Malabar tradition, we inherit a rich
patrimony of devotion to the Sacred Heart, which has shaped
the liturgical and spiritual life of our forebears. Since the great
missionary renewal of the nineteenth century, our Church has
embraced this devotion as a cornerstone of priestly piety and
parish renewal. The numerous Sacred Heart parishes, shrines, and
institutions that dot our landscape are not mere historical artefacts;
they are calls to fidelity. May this June be an occasion for each
of us to rediscover, personally and pastorally, the centrality of the
Sacred Heart in our priestly vocation!

The Immaculate Heart of Mary: Model and Mother of the
Priest

The day after the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart, the Church
celebrates the feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary — a
proximity rich in meaning, for the Mother’s Heart is always
close to the Son’s Heart. The theological relationship between
these two Hearts is not incidental but constitutive. Mary’s Heart
is Immaculate precisely because it is wholly ordered to Christ:
conceived without sin, it was prepared from the first moment
of her existence to be the vessel and school of God’s love.
Her Immaculate Heart is the human response most perfectly
conformed to the Sacred Heart of her Son.

For the priest, Mary’s Immaculate Heart is first and foremost a
model of interior life. She pondered God’s action in her heart
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(Lk 2:19, 51), allowing the Word to take flesh in her life before
proclaiming it to others. This is the indispensable sequence of
priestly ministry: first contemplation, then proclamation. The
priest who does not ponder — who rushes from task to task without
the interior pause in which God’s word is received, digested, and
owned — will eventually find his preaching hollow, his counsel
shallow, and his Masses mechanical. Mary’s heart teaches the
priest the primacy of listening, the fruitfulness of silence, and
the necessity of dwelling with the mystery before attempting to
transmit it.

She stood at the foot of the Cross (Jn 19:25) as the sword foretold
by Simeon pierced her soul (Lk 2:35). Her Immaculate Heart is
not one spared from suffering but entirely surrendered to God, and
therefore capable of bearing all suffering with love. This is a word
the priest needs to hear and re-hear. Priestly life is not immune to
pain: the pain of misunderstanding, pastoral failure, loneliness,
the weight of others’ sins carried in the confessional, and the pain
of watching the flock scatter and not knowing how to gather them.
Mary does not offer the priest an escape from this suffering; she
offers him a way to live it. Her way is surrender: “Let it be done
to me according to your word” (Lk 1:38). The priest who has
learnt to surrender his pastoral defeats, his personal wounds, and
his unanswered prayers to the Immaculate Heart will find that, in
God’s mysterious economy, they become the most fruitful hours
of his ministry.

The Immaculate Heart is also the heart of the intercessor.
Throughout salvation history, Mary prays for us and with us. At
Cana, she noticed what others had not yet perceived — that the
wine had run out (Jn 2:3) — and brought it to Christ without fuss
or drama, with the quiet confidence of one who knows her Son’s
Heart. This is her perpetual ministry: she sees the hidden poverty
of her children and presents it to the Sacred Heart. For the priest,
who carries the spiritual poverty of his entire parish before the
Lord, this maternal intercession is not a pious sentiment but a
practical necessity. He is never alone at the altar; the Mother of
the Church stands with him, presenting to Christ the needs he
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himself cannot fully articulate.

Our Syro-Malabar Church has always honoured Mary with singular
devotion. The ancient Taksa prayer, the solemn celebration of
Marian feasts in our parishes, and the deep Marian piety of the
Kerala Catholic tradition testify to a faith that is inseparable from
Christ and from Mary. This heritage is not merely cultural; it is
theological. For the priest of the Syro-Malabar Church, Marian
devotion is a constitutive element of his spiritual identity, not an
optional supplement. To honour the Immaculate Heart is to stand
in the tradition of the saints and doctors who have consistently
affirmed that the path to the Sacred Heart passes most surely
through the Mother's Heart.

The great saints of priestly spirituality — St John Vianney, St
Philip Neri, St Peter Julian Eymard — were, without exception,
men of deep Marian devotion. St John Vianney, whose feast we
celebrate on 4 August and who is the patron of parish priests,
attributed the fruitfulness of his ministry entirely to Our Lady.
His famous saying captures the priestly logic of the two Hearts
perfectly: “To Jesus through Mary” is not merely a formula of
personal piety; it is a description of the structure of redemption
itself. Christ came to us through Mary; grace returns to Christ
through Mary. The priest who lives in this mystery — who brings
his people to Christ through the intercession of the Immaculate
Heart — is one who has understood the deepest grammar of his
vocation.

Let us, this June, entrust our Eparchy — our parishes, priests
and deacons in active ministry, our seminarians, our religious
communities, the sick and the elderly, the young people in our
care, and the families we serve — to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary. May her intercession secure for us renewed fidelity,
apostolic courage, and joyful charity in our service to the people
of God in the Eparchy of Thuckalay!

Dear Brother Priests, devotion to the Sacred Heart and the
Immaculate Heart is not a nostalgic spirituality but a fiery one.
It is a call to love as Jesus loved — without measure or reserve.
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Above all, it is a call

addressed to us who stand each day at the altar, who speak in
the name of Christ, who absolve sinners in his name, and who
are entrusted with souls redeemed by his Blood. A priest who
is a man of the Sacred Heart and a son of the Immaculate Heart
will not need to manufacture zeal or simulate compassion: it will
flow from him as naturally as blood and water flowed from the
pierced side on Calvary. Let us ask, this June, for the grace to
be such priests — not efficient managers of the sacred but living
witnesses to the love that will not let us go.

As missionary work across our Eparchy takes shape, with the
help of missionaries from other Eparchies and Congregations, let
us recognise the central role of evangelisation in the Church. It
is not an optional add-on. It is at the heart of what it means to be
Church. Yet, despite this clear mandate, we may still be tempted
to respond to this call to evangelisation by saying that “Catholics
evangelise with how they live their lives, not by our words.”
We may even quote the words attributed to St Francis of Assisi:
“Preach the gospel at all times; use words if necessary.” But this
does not mean we can choose between proclaiming and living
the Gospel as if they accomplish the same thing. Paul VI went on
to explain in Evangeliinuntiandi the important interplay between
word and witness: “The Good News proclaimed by the witness
of life sooner or later has to be proclaimed by the word of life.
There is no true evangelisation if the name, the teaching, the life,
the promises, the kingdom and the mystery of Jesus of Nazareth,
the Son of God, are not proclaimed.” Let us be inspired by these
words of the saintly Pope and re-commit ourselves to the task of
spreading the message of Christ in season and out of season!

A (2533::§E:iL;:-
T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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MONTHLY AGENDA - JUNE 2026

DATE

DAY

EVENTS

1

Mon

FA : Doctor’s Visit
SMMS : Re — opening of the Seminary

Fri

KKSSS: World Environmental day Celebration
PSSS: Distribution of Saplings

Sat

VC : Vocation Promotor Vist — Arukani Forane
KII: Anniversary

SMYM: Manjalumoodu forane unit visit & forane
gathering

CML: Inauguration of Activity year in units

SVP : CC Meeting

Sun

CAT : Forane Directors Meet

11

Thu

FA : Marriage Preparation Course

12

Fri

FA: Marriage Preparation Course

13

Sat

CAT: HMs Meeting

FA: Marriage Preparation Course

MJ: Diocesan Leaders Meet

CRI: Monthly Recollection

TM : Bible Convention at Vanchinagar

PC : Gathering of Drama Artists and Parish Team

14

Sun

URM: Parish Visit

CML : Election of new Office — bearers in
Units, Noorumeni Diocesan Level Competition
SMMS : Welcome to New Priests

SVP : AC Meeting

15

Mon

FA: Doctor’s Visit

20

Sat

KKSSS: Orientations about new Academic
CAT : Promoters Meet
STI : Distant education begins

21

Sun

CAT : Re-examination for Classes X, XII
CML: General Body Meeting

22

Mon

KKSSS : Income Generation Programe
HC : World Environmental Day Celebration
Forane Priest conference

23

Tue

Forane Priest conference
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24 wed | Forane Priest conference

26 Fri | MS: Training for Nithiravilai Curia

SINAI : One day Retreat

27 Sat | ASc: Awareness Rally

TM : Mission Meet

URM : Soosaipuram Forane Leaders Retreat
CAT : BTCT

28 Sun | KII : Forane level competition

SMYM : Central team mission visit

CML : General Body Meeting

29 Mon | ET : Mission Meet

Fr. ANTONY JOSE,
CO-ORDINATOR

BIRTHDAYS OF REV. FATHERS - JUNE - 2026

Fr. ANIL RA] DOMINIC 02
Fr. JOHNSILAL ARACKAPARAMBIL 03
Fr. JUSTIN CHERUVELIL 04
Fr. TOJI KOZHUVAKANDATHIL 07
Fr. MATHEW JUDIT CMI 12
Fr. RINCE KADANTHODAN 12
Fr. JOSE PAUL PURAYIDATHIKUNNEL 19
Fr. SAJAN NETTAPONGU 21
Fr. MIJO PUTHENPURAYIL 25

& @ D il 5 611
05/06/2026



57

BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - JUNE 2026

DATE | DAY TIME EVENTS
1 Mon | 11.00 am Nagercoil: Holy Qurban?l for Fr.
Thomas Pawathuparampil
Kooroppada: Funeral Ceremony of
2 Tue 1 01.00 pm Fr. Thomas Pawathuparampil
3 Wed | 06.00 pm | Kuzhikkattusserry: Holy Qurbana
4 Thur Bishop’s House
5 Fri | 06.45 pm | Vayalinkarai: Feast Day Holy Qurbana
6 Sat Thuckalay >>Thrissur
7 Sun Thrissur
8 Mon Thrissur >> Thuckalay
Pachakadu: Shrine Blessing and
? Tue 0530 pm Qurbana @ Sacred Heart Church
10 Wed | 08.00 pm Online meeting with CML National
Team
Thuckalay: Cathedral Finance
1 Thur 106.00 pm Committee Meeting
12 Fri | 05.00 pm Padanthalumoodu: Feast Day Holy
Qurbana
13 Sat Thuckalay >>Thrissur
14 Sun Thrissur >> Thuckalay
15 | Mon | 10.00 am | Thuckalay: Inter Department meeting
Thuckalay: Community
16 Tue 106.00 pm Empowerment Core Team Meeting
17 - | Wed - Visit to the Extend Territory Priests
19 | Fri Y '
20 Sat Thuckalay >>Thrissur
21 Sun Thrissur >> Thuckalay
22 Mon Bishop’s House
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23

Tue

10.00 am
02.00 pm

Thuckalay: Finance Council
Thuckalay: Education Committee
Meeting

24

Wed

09.30 am
06.00 pm

Thuckalay: Curia Meeting
Thuckalay: Reception for the Sisters
(First & Final Profession)

25

Thur

10.00 am

Thuckalay: TPWA Meeting

26

Fri

01.00 pm

Kannadi: First Death Anniversary of
father of Bro. Jubin

27

Sat

04.30 pm

Tenkasi: Mission Meeting

28

Sun

09.30 am

02.00 pm

Thettiyode: Feast Day Qurbana and
Blessing
Sangamam: Kaikkarars Annimation
program

29

Mon

06.00 pm

Muzhucode: Feast Day Qurbana

30

Tue

10.00 am

05.30 pm

Thuckalay: Meeting of Forane Vicars
Marappady: Feast Day Holy
Qurbana

Fr. Sunil Antony, Secretary to Bishop

FEASTDAYS OF REV.FATHERS - JUNE - 2026

Fr. JUSTIN SUTHEESH 01
Fr. RINCE KADANTHODAN MCBS 03
Fr. ANTONY JOSE 13
Fr. ANTONY CHUNDALIKKAT 13
Fr. ANTONY MADAPURACKAL 13
Fr. ANTONY MAHESH 13
Fr. LINTO THAKADIYEL 13
Fr. SUNIL ANTONY 13
Fr. JOGESH JOSEPH 24
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