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With profound gratitude to God Almighty, we have the honour to
cordially invite you to the Episcopal Consecration and Installation
of Rev. Msgr. James Patteril CMF, the newly appointed Bishop
of the Eparchy of Belthangady to be held on the 5" November
2025 at 8.45 a.m. at St. Lawrence Cathedral, Belthangady. His
Beatitude, Mar Raphael Thattil, the Major Archbishop of Syro-
Malabar Church, will be the Chief Consecrator of the Ceremony and
His Grace, Mar Joseph Pamplany, the Archbishop of Thalaserry
and His Excellency, Mar Lawrence Mukkuzhy the Bishop of
Belthangady, will be the Co-Consecrators. His Grace, Mar Joseph
Pamplany will deliver the Homily.

Installation Ceremony will be followed by a Felicitation Meeting
to felicitate Mar James Patteril CMF and to acknowledge the
meritorious service of Mar Lawrence Mukkuzhy for the last
26 years. His Grace, Mar Andrews Thazhath, President, CBCI,
will preside over the Meeting. Most Rev. Peter Machado, the
Archbishop of Bangalore will inaugurate the Felicitation Meeting.

Ecclesiastical Dignitaries and Dignitaries from Civil Society will
grace the Function. Your valuable presence is highly solicited for
this solemn occasion.

Msgr. Joseph Valiaparambil Mar Lawrence Mukkuzhy
General Convener Bishop of Belthangady

RSVP : 9481039879, 9448858925, 9731411658 / 9845804598
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1 Public Reception
1 Episcopal Consecration, Holy Installation and Qurbana
1 Felicitation and Thanksgiving Meeting

Prayer : Diocesan Choir
Welcome : Rev. Fr. Mathew Alapatt

Co-ordinator., Episcopal Consecration Committee
Blessings : His Beatitude, Mar Raphael Thattil

Major Archbishop of Syro- Malabar Church
Inauguration : His Grace, Most Rev. Dr. Peter Machado

Metropolitan Archbishop of Bangalore

Presidential Address : His Grace, Mar Andrews Thazhath
President, CBCI

Papal Message : Rev. Msgr. Andrea Francia
Deputy of the Apostolic Nuncio

Felicitation Song : Sr. Reshmi Maria CMC And Team
Voice of the New _ Mar James Patteril CMF

Shepherd " New Bishop of Belthangady

Felicitation : Rev. Fr. Mathew Vattamattam CMF
Superior General of Claretians, Rome

Felicitation : Rev. Fr. Thomas Kannamkal
Secretary. Presbyterium

Felicitation : Rev. Sr. Liss Mathew S.H.
Superior, Marymatha Region

Felicitation : Mr. Bitty Nedunilam
President, KSMCA

Felicitation : Rev. Fr. Siby Njavallikunnel CMF

Provincial Superior, St. Thomas Syro-Malabar
Province, Karukutty

Reply : His Excellency, Mar Lawrence Mukkuzhy
Bishop of Belthangady

Vote of Thanks : Mrs. Jecintha Puthenpura

Secretary, Diocesan Pastoral Council

Papal Anthem
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Pastoral Letter No. 05/2025
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SECRETARIAT OF STATE

FIRST SECTION = GENERAL AFFAIRS me the Vﬂ.ticaﬂ, 23 June 2025
N.6

Your Excellency,

I am writing on behalf of His Holiness Pope Leo XIV to acknowledge the
kind message of good wishes that you sent, also in the name of the Diocese of
Belthangady, upon his election to the Chair of Saint Peter, guardian and guide
of the flock entrusted to him by the Risen Christ (cf. Jn 21:15-19).

The Holy Father deeply appreciates this gesture of filial devotion and the
assurance of your prayers, and he cordially imparts his Apostolic Blessing,
which he willingly extends to the clergy, religious and lay faithful of the
Archdiocese.

With every good wish, I remain
Yours sincerely in Christ,

] Edgj;})%a Parra

Substitute

The Most Reverend
Lawrence Mukkuzhy
Bishop of Belthangady
P.B. No. 13

- Belthangady — 574 214
D.K., Karnataka
India

OCTOBER -2025 UDAYADEEPA BELTHANGADY
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¢ Pope’s Monthly Intention for October - 2025
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¢ Let us pray for Rev. Fathers :
Prayerful Greetings to Very Rev. & Rev. Fathers

Birth Day
Rev. Fr. Vettamthadathil Mathew - 11
Rev. Fr. Valiaparambil Jose - 21
Rev. Fr. Veluthedathparambil Mani - 23
Rev. Fr. Poovathingal Devasya - 25

Feast Day : October

Rev. Fr. Odampally Francis - 04
Rev. Fr. Patteril Abraham - 09
Rev. Fr. Vadakkemuriyil Abraham CMI - 09
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4 Special Collections : Mission Sunday - 19th October 2025

Fr. Lawrence Poonolil
Chancellor
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Msgr. Joseph Valiaparambil Rev. Fr. Sunny Mathew Alappatt
General Convener General Coordinator
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Diocese of Belthangady
Episcopal Consecration & Installation Ceremony

of Rev. Msgr. James Patteril CMF

Committees
1. Core Committee
SLNo Name & House Name Contact Parish/Designation
1 Bishop Lawrence Mukkuzhy 7349151342  Bishop’s House

(Patron)

2 Msgr. Joseph Valiaparambil 9731411658  Bishop’s House
(General Convenor)

3 Fr. Mathew Alappatt 9448328014  Mudur
(General Coordinator)

4 Fr. Abraham Patteril 9448428942  Bishop’s House
(Procurator)

5 Fr. Lawrence Poonolil 9481039879 Bishop’s House
(Chancellor)

2. Central Committee
SL.No. Name & House Name Contact Parish/Designation

1 Fr. Joseph Valiaparambil 9731411658  Bishop’s House
(General Convener)

2 Fr.Mathew Alappatt 9448328014  Mudur
(General Co-Ordinator)

3 Fr. Abraham Patteril 9448428942 B. House & (Sound
(Convener) Stage, Pandal, Light & Permission)

4 Fr. Lawrence Poonolil 9481039879  Bishop’s House (Liturgy)
(Convener)

5 Fr.Joseph Mattam 9448858925  Jnananailaya (Invitation)
(Convener)
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6 Fr.Thomas Pullattu 9008233173  VSadana (Accomadation V)
(Convener)

7 Fr. Jose Ayamkudy 9108339083  Gandibagilu (Volunteers)
(Convener)

8 Fr. Thomas Panachikal 9448870343  Udane (Choir)
(Convener)

9 Fr. Joseph Valookaran 9113245769  Dharmasthala
(Convener) (Food)

10 Fr.AdarshJoseph Puthiyidath 9740609128  Guthigar (Parking)
(Convener)

11 Fr. Augustine Pottamkulangara 9740738971 Mangalore
(Convener) (Transportation)

12 Fr. Thomas Parekattil 9945431040  Bajagoli
(Convener) (Crisis Management

13 Fr. MathewThazhekattil 9481956862  Jnananilaya (Media)
(Convener)

14 Fr. Thomas Puthiyara 9480528966  Mundaje
(Convener) (Stage Setting)

15 Fr. Varkey Malikayil 9611763986  Jnananilaya
(Convener) (AccomdationJn)

16 Fr. Joseph Cheeran 9448559693  Moorje
(Convener) (Programme)

17 Fr. Mathew Ambattu 7353962320  Ujire (Medical)
(Convener)

18 Fr. Thomas Kannamkal 9448454673  Belthangady

(Convener)

(Out-Door Decoration)
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3. Co-Conveners

1 Mr. Sinu Kumblanickal 9845804598  Belthanagady
(Co-Convener) (Invitation)

2 Mr. Reji George Valiyonath 9900951697  Belthangady (Food

(Co-Convener) & Permission)

3 Mr. Alwin Kochupurackal =~ 9632448882  Venoor
(Co-Convener) (Accomadation V)

4 Mr. Jibin Azhikannickal 9740085071  Kuthloor
(Co-Convener) (Pandal& Sound)

5 Master Sirin Pallichira 8197828869  Belthangady
(Co-Convener) (Stage Setting)

6 Mrs. Supriya Poovathingal 9663110001  Thottathady
(Co-Convener) (Programme)

7 Mr. Shaji Thopil 9972471692 Thottathady
(Co-Convener) (Volunteers C)

8 Mr. Jaison Patteriyil 7676527979  Battiyal (Media)

(Co-Convener)

9 Mr. Johnson Puthussery 9008457397  Kanchal (Parking)
(Co-Convener)

10 Mr. Jayesh Sebastian 8792062111 Mangalore
(Co-Convener) (Transportation)

11 Mr.TomyVypana 9739165525 Gandibagilu
(Co-Convener) (Crisis Management)

12 Rev.Sr. Daisy Thomas FCC 9880419797 Belthangady
(Co-Convener) (Accomadation J)

13 Rev. Sr. Elsy MSMI 7304209713  Belthangady
(Co-Convener) (Liturgy )

14 Rev. Sr. Merit SD 9496246262  Belthangady
(Co-Convener) (Medical Aid)
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4. Invitation & Reception

SI. Name & House Name Contact Parish Designation
No. Number

1 Rev. Fr.Joseph Mattam 9448858925  Jnananailaya
(Convener)

2 Mr. Sinu Kumblanickal 9845804598  Belthanagady
(Co-Convener)

3 Msgr. Joseph Valiaparambil 9731411658  Bishop’s House
Member

4 Rev. Fr. Abraham Patteril 9902768005  Bishop’s House
Member

5 Fr. Lawrence Poonolil 9481039879  Bishop’s House
Member

6 Fr. Varghese Puthiyedath 9448150181 Kutrupady
Member

7 Rev. Fr. Kuriakose Vettuvazhy 9945988946  Bishop’s House
Member

8 Fr. Devasia Poovathingal =~ 9481754674  Thotathady
Member

9 Rev. Fr. Sebastian Chelackapally 9448327523  Bangady
Member

10 Rev. Fr. Mani Veluthedathparamb 7483543464  Hoskotte
Member

11 Rev. Fr.Sebastian Punnathanath 9481956748  Bolminar
Member

12 Rev. Sr. Liss Mathew SH 9731780989  Nellyady
Member

13 Mrs. Mercy Kadasshery 8217892988  Bajagoly
Member
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14 Mr. Bitty Nedunilam 9448012462  Guthigar
Member

15 Adv.Dr. Saviyar Palely 9448429148  Navoor
Member

16 Mr. Sebastian Vypana 9739165525  Gandibagilu
Member

17 Mr. Jaison Patteriyil 7676527979  Battiyal
Member

5. Accommodation Committee
(Jnananilaya) + (Bishop’s House Refectory)

SI.  Name & House Name Contact Parish

No. Number Designation

1 Fr. Varkey Malikayil 9611763986  Jnananilaya
Convener

2 Rev. Sr. Daisy Thomas FCC 9880419797  Belthangady
Co-Convener

3 Fr.Joseph Mattam 9448858925  Jnananilaya
Member

4 Rev.Fr. Abraham Patteril 9448428942  Bishop’s House
Member

5 Fr. Mathew Vellachalil 7022079447  Kuthloor
Member

6 Fr. Paulose Kochuputhenpurackal 9480160760  Sullia
Member

7 Mr. AppachanKuriath 7259165676  Mudur
Member

8 Mr. George Kannachal 9480056261  Guthigar
Member

9 Mrs. Jilsy Dias Ezhaparambil, 8970348040  Bajagoli
Member
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10 Mrs.UshaNaduvathettu 8971389334  Devagiri
Member

11 Mrs. Cicily J. Muttamthottil 9880145203  Jadkal
Member

12 Mr.BijuThottamkara 6364324740  Kankanady
Member

13 Rev. Sisters (FCC) Belthangady

14 Rev. Sisters (SABS) Belthangady

15 Rev. Sisters (SH) Belthangady

16 Rev. Bro. Abhishek Jnananilaya

17 Rev.Br. Johnson Odampalli

Bishop’s House

18 Rev.Br. Varghese Parekattil Kottyam
19.Rev.Br. Menacherry Chacko Aluva
20 Rev. Br. Varghese Lanithotathil Aluva

6. Liturgy Committee

SL. Name & House Name Contact Parish  Designation

No. Number

1 Fr. Lawrence Poonolil 9481039879  Bishop’s House
Convener

2 Rev. St. Elsy MSMI 7304209713  Belthangady
Co-Convener

3 Fr. Thomas Kannamkal 9448454673  Bishop’s House
Member

4 Fr. Emmanuel Arayandayil 8951625241  Bishop’s House
Member

5 Fr. Dereck OCD 7736209731  Belthangady
Member
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6 Fr. Benny Akkottathil CST 8920584325  Bishop’s House
Member

7 Fr. Devasya Paikatt 9008046824  Hebri
Member

8 Mrs. SherinaPelathery 9880049047  Bolminar
Member

9 Rev. Sisters (FCC)
Members

10 Rev. Sisters (MSMI) Belthangady
Members

11 Rev Brothers Theologians
Member

7. Accommodation Committee (Vianney Sadana)

SI. Name & House Name Contact Parish  Designation

No. Number

1 Fr. Thomas Pullattu 9008233173  Vianney Sadana
Convener

2 Mr. AlwinKochupurackal =~ 9632448882  Venoor
Co-Convener

3 Fr. Joseph Puthettupadavil 9482996524  Vianney Sadana
Member

4 Fr. Joseph Kelamparambil 8073144085  Puttur
Member

5 Fr. Joseph Poothakkuzhiyil 9483477333  Byndoor
Member

6 Rev. Sr. Merit SD 9496246262  Belthangady
Member

7 Mr. Sunny Edassery 9243300459 Mangalore
Member

8. Mrs. Ammi Kongampuzha 8971332733  Belthangady
Member
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9 Rev. Sisters (SD) Belthangady
Members

10 Rev. Br. SanishPanayoli Mudur
Member

11 Rev. Bro. ManiyalaPhilip Aluva
Member

12 Rev. Bro. George Pulickapadavil Kunnoth
Member

13.Rev. Bro. MenacherryRockey Kottyam
Member

8. Food Committee

Sl. Name & House Name Contact Parish Designation

No. Number

1 Fr. Joseph Valookaran 9113245769  Dharmasthala
(Convener)

2 Mr. Reji George Valiyaonath 9900951697  Belthangady
(Co-Convener)

3 Fr. Francis Odampally 7975014747  Addahole
Member

4 Fr. Sunil Poovathingal 9380681960  Kalenja
Member

5 Mr.Mani Veluthedathparambil =~ 9448928380  Dharmasthala
Member

6 Mr. Jinoy Mythottathil 8861830279  Nellyady
Member

7 Mr. Varghese Kaipana 7483938300  Kutrupady
Member

8 Fr. Tom CMI 8281631608  Kakkinje
Member

9 Sr. Reshmi Maria CMC 9741015860  Dharmasthala
Member

0CTOBER 2075




10 Mrs. Daisy Vazhakkala 9611389362  Nellyady
Member

11 Mr. Vincent Vaipana 9448437789  Mundaje
Member

12 Mrs. Elizabeth Embrandivayalil 9481377088  Udane
Member

13 Mrs.Philomena Puthenpurayil 9164565434  Kutrupady
Member

14 From Dharmasthala (15 Members)
15 From Kalenja & Battiyal (20 Members)
16 From Addahole (10 Members)
SI. Name & House Name Contact Parish Designation

No. Number

1 Rev.Fr. Abraham Patteril 9448428942  Bishop’s House
Convener

2 Mr. Jibin Azhikannickal 9740085071  Kuthloor
(Co-Convener)

3 Fr.Thomas Parekattil 9481842740  Bajagoli
Member

5 Fr. Thomas Panachickal 9448870343 Udane
Member

6 Fr. Devasia Vadakkeveetil 9448843992  Siddapura
Member

7 Rev. Fr. Mathew Vettamttadathil 9448391581  Nellyady
Member

8 Rev. Fr. Joseph Kurialassery 9480211155  Manipal
Member

9 Mr.George Pazheyattil 9845144579  Mangalore
Member
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10 Mr. Bitty Nedunilam 9448012462  Guthigar
Member

11 Mr. Byju Vettikatt 9585215431  Mala-Chowki
Member

10. Stage Setting

SI. Name & House Name Contact Parish Designation

No. Number

1 Rev. Fr. Thomas Puthiyara 9480528966 Mundaje
Convener

2 Master Sirin Pallichira 8197828869  Belthangady
(Co-Convener)

3 Rev. Fr. Joseph Kezhakkethazhe 9449586423  Byndoor
Member

4 Rev.Fr. K.Vazhuthanappillil MST 8281563742  Kutrupady
Member

5 Mr. ChackoParackal 9845517099  Udane
Member

6 Mr. Binoy Pullatt 9480531500  Shiruru
Member

7 Rev. Sisters (SH) Members

11. Programme Committee

SI.  Name & House Name Contact Parish  Designation

No. Number

1 Fr. Joseph Cheeran 9448559693  Moorje
(Convener)

2. Mrs. Supriya Poovathingal 9663110001  Thottathady
(Co-Convener)

3. Fr. Joseph Pampackal 9480989248  Jadkal

Member
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Sr. Ruby Thomas MSMI 9526996002 Mangalore
Member
Mrs.Jecintha Puthenpura 9481973514  Nelliyady
Member
Mrs.SollyThaliyath 9449746509  Ujire
Member
Dr.Angel Treasa Alex 9916010682  Manipal
Member
12. Volunteers Committee
Name & House Name Contact Parish  Designation
Number
Fr. Jose Ayamkudy 9108339083  Gandibagilu
(Convener)
Mr ShajiThopil 9972471692  Thottathady
(Co-Convener)
Fr. Cyril Cheriapally 7353962320  Shirady
Mrs. Mary John Vattamthadathil 9449322633  Manipal
Member
Binoy Mevada 9448500944  Puttur
Member
Mr. Varghese Pallattu 9448000409  Gonikoppa
Member
Mr.Joshy Chiriyankandahil 8762345674  Siddapura
Member
Mrs.Ciny Antony Kunnath 9901662521  Murnad

Member
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13. Media & Publicity Committee

Sl. Name & House Name Contact Parish  Designation

No. Number

1. Fr. Mathew Thazhekattil 9481956862  Jnananilaya
(Convener)

2. Mr. Jaison Patteriyil 7676527979  Battiyal

(Co-Convener)

3. Rev. Fr.Joseph Puthussery 9945565422 Heggala
Member

4. Rev. Fr. Christin Pudiyakunnel ~ 8105455177  Devagiri

Member
14. Crisis Management Committee
Sl. Name & House Name Contact Parish Designation
No. Number
1 Fr.Thomas Parekattil 9740738971  Bajagoli
(Convener)
2 Mr.TomyVypana 9739165525  Gandibagilu

(Co-Convener)

3 Fr. Mathew Vattamthadathil 9448391581  Nellyady
Member

4 Adv.Dr.Saviyar Palelil 9448429148  Navoor
Member

5 Mr.RejiValiyonath 9900951697  Belthangady
Member

6 Mrs.OmanaMypan SI 7899904990  Police
Member

15. Parking Committee

SI. Name & House Name Contact Parish  Designation

No. Number

1 Fr. AdarshPuthiyidath 9740609128  Guthigar
(Convener)
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2 Mr. Johnson Puthussery 9008457397  Kanchal
(Co-Convener)

3 Fr. Mathew Manappatt 9447409998  Thotathady
Member

4 Fr.Varghese Kolakunnel 8861311472  Puttur
Member

5 Mr. Francis Valookaran Thotathady
Member

6 Mr.George Thoppil Thotahdy
Member

Sl. Name & House Name Contact Parish Designation

No. Number

1 Fr. Mathew Ambattu 7353962320  Ujire
(Convener)

2 Rev. Sr. Merit SD 9496246262  Belthangady

(Co-Convener)

3 Mrs. Mini TomyNirappel 8748942893  Navoor
Member

4. Mrs. Ammi Kongampuzha 8971332733  Belthangady

Member
17. Transportation
Sl. Name & House Name Contact Parish Designation
No. Number

1. Fr. Augustine Pottamkulangara 9448428942  Mangalore
(Convener)

2. Mr.Jayesh Sebastian 8792062111  Mangalore
(Co-Convener)

3. Fr. Mathew Ambattu 7353962320  Ujire
Member

4 Fr. Joseph ValiaprambilJr 9686418431 Mangalore
Member
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5. Fr. Joseph Thurackal 9496835568  Mangalore

Member
SI. Name & House Name Contact Parish  Designation
No. Number
1. Fr. Patteril Abraham 9448428942  Bishop’s House
(Convener)

2. Mr. Reji George Valiyaonath 9900951697  Belthangady
(Co-Convener)

3. Adv. Dr. Saviyar Palelil 9448429148  Navoor

Member
SL Name & House Name  Contact Parish  Designation
No. Number
1 Fr.ThomasPanachikal 9448870343  Udane
Convener

2 Rev. Fr. Joseph Kurialassery 9480211155  Manipal
Member

3 Rev. Fr. ChristinPudiyakunnel 8105455177  Devagiri

Member
SL Name & House Name  Contact Parish  Designation
No. Number

1 Fr. Thomas Kannamkal 9448454673  Belthangady
Convener

2 Parishioners, St. Lawrence Cathedral Church, Belthangady
Members

Msgr. Joseph Valiaparambil Rev. Fr. Sunny Mathew Alappatt
General Convener General Coordinator
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THE SYRO-MALABAR MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

Mount St. Thomas, PB. No. 3110, P.O. Kakkanad, Kochi - 682 030, Kerala, India
Tel: (0484) 2424780, 2424768, 2426235, 2428271 (Dir); Fax: (0484) 2422727
Email: majorarchbishop@gmail.com, chancellor.mount@gmail.com

Prot. No. 0650/2025 28 August 2025

MAJOR ARCHBISHOP MODIFIES THE TERRITORIAL BOUNDARIES OF
TWELVE EPARCHIES OF SYRO-MALABAR CHURCH

In a landmark decision reshaping the ecclesial map of the Syro-Malabar Church in
India, the Synod of Bishops unanimously approved the reorganization of the territories
of twelve eparchies. The decision was finalized during the 1I Session of the XXXIII
Synod of Bishops, held from 18 to 29 August 2025 at Mount St. Thomas, Kakkanad.

The reorganization process began in July 2020 with a proposal to redistribute portions
of the Eparchy of Shamshabad—spread across twenty-three States and four Union
Territories, including two islands—among eleven adjacent eparchies. This process
involved multiple rounds of consultations with the Apostolic Nunciature and the
Dicastery for the Eastern Churches.

After receiving the formal assent of the Apostolic See (Prot. N, 0488/21/IN & N.
9370/25/IN from the Apostolic Nunciature and Prot. N. 200/2020 from the Dicastery
for the Eastern Churches), the Synod proceeded with this long-awaited territorial
realignment to ensure greater pastoral efficiency, administrative clarity, and ecclesial
harmony across India.

Having fulfilled all canonical requirements and completed the necessary formalities in
accordance with c¢. 85 of the CCEO, His Beatitude Mar Raphael Thattil, Major
Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, issued decrees on 28 August 2025, the Feast
of St. Augustine reorganizing the territories of Adilabad, Bhadravathi, Bijnor, Chanda,
Gorakhpur, Jagdalpur, Kalyan, Rajkot, Sagar, Satna, Shamshabad, and Ujjain,

The 12 Eparchies are reorganized as follows:

The territory of the Eparchy of Adilabad is reorganized by including, together with
the four civil districts of Telangana already under its jurisdiction - Adilabad, Nirmal,
Mancherial, and KumaramBheemAsifabad - the following 13 civil districts of
Telangana: Nizamabad, Jagityal, Peddapalli, Kamareddy, RajannaSircilla,
Karimnagar, JaishankarBhupalpally, Mulugu, Warangal Urban, Warangal Rural,
Mahabubabad, Kothagudem, and Khammam.

The territory of the Eparchy of Bhadravathi is reorganized by including sixteen
additional civil districts of Karnataka—Haveri, Davangere, Chitradurga, Uttara
Kannada, Belgaum. Bagalkot, Raichur, Bijapur, Koppal, Bellary, Gadag, Dharwar,
Bidar, Gulbarga, Yadgir, and Vijayanagara, together with the two districts already
under its jurisdiction, Shimoga and Chikmagalur,
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The territory of the Eparchy of Bijnor is reorganized by including, together with the
existing one district of Uttar Pradesh - Bijnor (except Dhampur division) - and six
civil districts of Uttarakhand already under its jurisdiction - PauriGarhwal,
Rudraprayag, TehriGarhwal, Chamoli, Uttarkashi, and a portion of Haridwar - the
following 14 civil districts of Uttar Pradesh: Bijnor (in full), Bareilly, Shahjahanpur,
Pilibhit, Meerut, Hapur, Muzaffarnagar, Shamli, Saharanpur, Moradabad, Sambhal,
Rampur, JyotibaPhule Nagar (Amroha), and Baghpat, together with the following
eight civil districts of Uttarakhand: Almora, Bageshwar, Champawat, Nainital,
Pithoragarh, Udham Singh Nagar, Dehradun, and Haridwar (in full).

The territory of the Eparchy of Chanda is reorganized by including, along with the
three civil districts of Maharashtra already under its jurisdiction - Wardha,
Chandrapur, and Gadchiroli - the following seven civil districts of the same State:
Nagpur, Gondia, Bhandara, Amravati, Hingoli, Washim, and Yavatmal.

The territory of the Eparchy of Gorakhpur is reorganized by including, together
with the seven civil districts of Uttar Pradesh already under its jurisdiction-
Gorakhpur, Deoria, SantKabir Nagar, Basti, Kushinagar, Maharajganj, and
Siddharthnagar - the following 29 civil districts of Uttar Pradesh: Allahabad,
Ambedkar Nagar. Amethi, Faizabad, Fatehpur, Kaushambi, Mirzapur, Pratapgarh,
Raebareli, Sonbhadra, Sultanpur, Lucknow, Unnao, Barabanki, Gonda, Bahraich,
Sitapur, Hardoi, Balrampur, Shravasti, LakhimpurKheri, Varanasi, Azamgarh, Ballia,
Chandauli, Ghazipur, Jaunpur, SantRavidas Nagar (Bhadohi), and Mau;

The territory of the Eparchy of Jagdalpur is reorganized by including, together with
the seven civil districts already under its jurisdiction - Bastar, Kanker, Bijapur,
Narayanpur, Dantewada, Kondagaon, and Sukma - the following 26 civil districts of
Chhattisgarh: Raipur, Bilaspur, Mahasamund, Durg, Dhamtari, Korba, Janjgir,
Kabirdham, Bemetara, Balod, Baloda Bazar, Gariyaband, Mungeli, Rajnandgaon,
Surguja, Surajpur, Balrampur, Koriya, Jashpur, Raigarh, Gaurella-Pendra-Marwahi,
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-Bharatpur, Mohla-Manpur-Chowki,  Sarangarh-Bilaigarh,
Shakti, and Khairagarh-Chhuikhadan-Gandai.

The territory of the Eparchy of Kalyan is reorganized by including, along with the 17
civil districts of the State of Maharashtra already under its jurisdiction - Mumbai City,
Mumbai Suburban, Thane, Raigad, Pune, Palghar, Nasik, Kolhapur, Sangli,
Sindhudurg, Ratnagiri, Satara, Solapur, Dhule, Jalgaon, Nandurbar, and Ahmednagar -
the following 9 civil districts of Maharashtra: Aurangabad, Jalna, Parbhani, Beed
(Bhir), Nanded, Latur, Osmanabad, Buldhana, and Akola, together with the entire
State of Goa, comprising the two civil districts of South Goa and North Goa.

The territory of the Eparchy of Rajkot is reorganized by including, together with the
12 civil districts of Gujarat already under its jurisdiction - Amreli, Bhavnagar,
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Jamnagar, Junagadh, Porbandar, Rajkot, Surendranagar, Kutch, Morbi, GirSomnath,
Botad, and DevbhoomiDwarka - the following six civil districts of Gujarat:
Gandhinagar, Mehsana, Patan, Banaskantha, Sabarkantha, and Aravalli, along with
the Union Territory of Diu Island.

The territory of the Eparchy of Sagar is reorganized by including, together with the
five civil districts of Madhya Pradesh already under its jurisdiction—Sagar, Raisen,
Vidisha, Ashoknagar, and Guna—the following 12 civil districts of Madhya Pradesh:
Bhopal, Hoshangabad, Betul, Chhindwara, Seoni, Balaghat, Bhind, Datia. Gwalior,
Morena, Sheopur, and Shivpuri, as well as the civil district of Lalitpur from the State
of Uttar Pradesh:

The territory of the Eparchy of Satna is reorganized by including, together with the
eight civil districts of Madhya Pradesh already under its jurisdiction—Chhatarpur,
Rewa, Panna, Satna, Sidhi, Tikamgarh, Singrauli, and Niwari—the following 9 civil
districts of Madhya Pradesh: Jabalpur, Mandla, Shahdol, Dindori, Umaria, Katni,
Anuppur, Damoh, and Narsinghpur, as well as 6 civil districts of Uttar Pradesh:
Jhansi, Jalaun, Banda, Chitrakoot, Hamirpur, and Mahoba.

The territory of the Eparchy of Ujjain is reorganized by including, together with the
four civil districts of Madhya Pradesh already under its jurisdiction—Ujjain, Shajapur,
Agar Malwa, and Rajgarh—the following 14 civil districts of Madhya Pradesh:
Indore, Dewas, Dhar, Harda, Sehore, Jhabua, Alirajpur, Ratlam, Mandsaur, Neemuch,
Khandwa (East Nimar), Burhanpur, Barwani, and Khargone (West Nimar).

Finally, the territory of the Eparchy of Shamshabad, after sharing certain portions
with adjacent eparchies. shall comprise the entire 14 Federal States—Andhra Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal., Sikkim, Meghalaya, Assam,
Tripura, Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland, and Arunachal Pradesh-—together with 3
Union Territories: Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman, Lakshadweep, and the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and shall further include all territories not falling
within the jurisdiction of the Eparchy of Adilabad in the State of Telangana, the
Eparchy of Rajkot in the State of Gujarat, and the Eparchies of Bijnor, Gorakhpur, and
Faridabad in the State of Uttar Pradesh.

The decrges entered into force with immediate effect. ___—_

AR,

Fr. Abrahhm Kavilpurayidathil
Major Archiepiscopal Chancellor

Mount St. Thomas

1= | Kakkanad - Kochi
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Mar Raphael Thattil

Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

Prot. No. 0682/2025 17 September 2025

All Archbishops and Bishops
of the Syro-Malabar Church

Dear Archbishops and Bishops,

I would like to bring to your kind attention a few decisions of Session II of the
XXXIII Synod of Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church held at Mount St Thomas,
Kakkanad, from 18 to 29 August 2025 for your information and the necessary
follow up.

1. To allow the parish priest of either the bride or the bridegroom to grant
permission for publishing the three marriage banns prior to betrothal. (cf.
Minutes, Tuesday, 19 August 2025).

2. To provide options, for including or omitting Lakumara, Trisagion, and the
three readings retaining the gospel reading in the ordination ceremony when
Holy Qurbana immediately followed is to start from the beginning (cf.
Minutes, Thursday, 21 August 2025).

3. To revise the annual contribution from the Eparchies to the major
seminaries, raising it from ¥35,000 to ¥50,000 for each seminarian (cf.
Minutes, Wednesday, 27 August 2025).

4. To provide the time for bishops until October 31 for studying and
commenting on the study report: The task of adapting the directives of the
document Gestis verbisque to define the validity of the sacraments and
sacramental theology according to the doctrine of the Syro-Malabar church
and to conduct an optional online meeting of the bishops to finalize the
report to be sent to the Dicastery (cf. Minutes, Thursday, 28 August 2025).

Please note that the increase in the annual contribution from the eparchies to
the Major Seminaries comes into effect in the current academic year.

While thanking you for the active participation in the Synod, I request you to take
note of the decisions taken in the last Session of the Synod and to implement them
in the best way possible.

Yours in the Lord,
‘_,_..‘- —_—{‘..“-"". —

*# Mar Raphael Thattil

Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
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Ministers of Syro-Malabar Liturgy: Duties and Responsibilities according to
the (new edition of) Particular Laws of the Syro-Malabar Church

I.  General Liturgical Principles

1. “The Bishop and the priests who collaborate with him preside over liturgical
celebrations - above all, the Eucharist, the ‘source and summit of the whole Christian
life'- in persona Christi (Capitis) and nomine Ecclesiae.” (Gestis Verbisque, 23) The formula in
persona Christi' means that those in the orders of priesthood alone represent Christ
himself in the event of the celebration. When the official documents of the Universal
Church specify that priests preside at the Eucharist in persona Christi Capitis,” it does not
intend to endorse a conception according to which the minister, as “head” or “boss”
has a power to be exercised arbitrarily (cf. Gestis Verbisque, 24).

2 According to East Syriac Fathers and commentators, “The mysteries of the Church are
not celebrated without a priest, for the Holy Spirit has not permitted any other to

celebrate them.™

According to Timothy I, no mysteries are celebrated in the Church
without a priest.' The Holy Spirit comes down, sanctifies and perfects the mysteries
through the mediation of priests. The Church is dependent on her priests who invoke
the Holy Spirit to come down and brood over the mysteries and on the people.” “The
priest consecrates the bosom of the waters of baptism; and the Spirit bestows the
adoption of sons on those that are baptised. Without a priest a woman is not betrothed
to a man; and without him their marriage festival is not accomplished. Without a priest
the defunct is not interred; nor do they let him down into his grave without the priest.
Common (lit. unclean) water is not consecrated without the priest; and if there were no
priest the whole house would be unclean”.® According to the Oriental Code of Canons,
“Along with bishops and presbyters, deacons have a very close share in the celebration

Cf. GV end note: See Sacrosanctum Concilium 33; Lumen Gentium 10, 21, 28; Sacerdotalis caelibatus 29; Evangelii
Nuntiandi 68; Dominicae Cenae 8; Reconciliatio et paenitentia 8, 29; Ecclesia de Eucharistia 29; Pastores Gregis 7, 10, 16; CIC
8935290051,

GV end note: See Presbyterorum Ordinis 2; Christifideles laici 22; Pastores dabo vobis 3, 12, 15-18, 21-27, 29-31,
35, 61, 70, 72; CIC 1009 § 3; Catechism of the Catholic Church, (CCC) 875, 1548-1550, 1581, 1591,

. Narsai, Liturgical Homilies, XV11, 21.
Cf. Timothy 11, Seven Mysteries, VI1,2; £.144r; Timothy 11, The Causes of the Seven Mysteries of the Church, (Codex
Vat. Syr.151, fol.1v-152v), Timothy 11, De Septem Causis Sacramentorum Ecclesiae, BibOr, 111/1, 567-580, 111/2, 256ff.
Cf. Narsai, Ascension, vv 304-308; McLeod, Narsai’s Metrical Homilies, 180; Soro, “Sacramental Theology”, 32.
Narsai, Liturgical Homilies, XV1I, 21.

1|Page
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of the Divine Liturgy and have a ministry proper to them according to the prescriptions
of the liturgical books” (CCEQ ¢.699§ 2)

3. The ordinary duties of M'samsana, Heupadyakna and Karoya are limited in scope according
to East Syriac Tradition. Whatever additional duties are assigned to them shall be strictly
understood as “extraordinary” duties. Hence, distinction is made as ordinary duties by
ordination and extraordinary duties delegated by the Church in emergency
situations.

4, The ministers shall wear liturgical vestments proper to their ministry. Abandonment of
liturgical vestments is an abuse (Inaestimabile donum 1980, Foreword).

5. Roles in Liturgical Celebrations: In liturgical celebrations each person, minister or
layman, who has an office to perform, should do all of, but only, those parts which
pertain to his office by the nature of the rite and the principles of liturgy (Sc 28).

6. The confusion of roles, especially regarding the priestly ministry and the role of the laity
(indiscriminate shared recitation of the Eucharistic Prayer, homilies given by lay people,
lay people distributing Communion while the priests refrain from doing so) is a liturgical
abuse. (Inaestimabile donum-1980, Foreword)

II.  Duties and Responsibilities of a Msamsana (Deacon)

7. The ordinary duties (liturgical functions) are received through the laying on of hand
(syameeda).
3. According to the East Syriac Commentators and Interpreters, the talent (kakra) a

deacon receives at his ordination is to assist at the altar/sanctuary and during the
liturgical celebrations.
The deacon:
- proclaims the Apostle (Epistle)
- serves at the Mysteries (Raze)
- isthe herald of the Church
- isannouncer and teacher of the Kerygma,
- isthe guide and leader of the liturgical assembly
- gives instructions during liturgy to the faithful whenever necessary
- incenses during the liturgical celebrations
- proclaims the litanies (Bautha, Karozutha and Angel of Peace)
- announces the diptychs and formulates various intentions for prayer
- prepares and transfers the mysteries (Chalice and Paten) to the altar
- holds the Chalice at the Holy Communion

2|Page
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- does the ablution of the chalice and paten after the Holy Communion

- maintains order in the liturgical assembly

- mediates between the priest and the people

- exposes the Blessed Sacrament without giving the blessing

- celebrates the Liturgy of the Word outside the celebration of the sacraments according to
the text approved by the Syned.

- The deacons have the obligation to recite the liturgy of the hours.

The ordinary duties make the deacon a minister par excellence in the liturgical assembly.
9. The Church may permit a deacon to do the following extraordinary duties as an

extraordinary minister:

- To preach homily during liturgy

- Todistribute Holy Communion

- Todo the office for the dead without the gesture of blessing.

- To officiate funeral when there are no priests available, but without the gesture of blessing.

- To administer all the rites performed by the Heupdiakna and Karoya.

- To perform the routine annual ‘house blessing’ concluded with a prayer without the gesture
of blessing with the sign of the cross.

- Tobe well versed in all the liturgical books prescribed for the liturgical service.

- Tolead Litany prayers (Ladeenju)

- The deacon shall always wear vestments proper to their order while assisting at liturgical
celebrations.

- The deacon is not permitted to wear Paina (Cope) worn by the priests.

- The deacon shall never impart to the congregation blessings with the sign of the cross.

- The deacon shall not impart blessing with the blessed sacrament.

- The deacon shall not recite prayers reserved to priests at the liturgical/sacramental
celebrations.

- The deacon shall not bless newly constructed houses of the faithful.

- The deacon shall not take and receive Holy Communion directly by himself.

10.  The Non-Liturgical Rights and Duties of the deacon:

- The deacon shall visit the sick and prepare them for Holy Communion

- The deacon shall impart religious instruction, conduct Bible Services

- The deacon leads family unit gatherings.

- The permanent deacons serve the Church and society through social and charitable
apostolates,

- The permanent deacons have their representatives in the Pastoral Council as per the
eparchial statutes

- The permanent deacons have their representatives in the Parish Prathinidhiyogam as per the
eparchial statutes

3|Page
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- The permanent deacons may hold office in the Church (finance officer, chancellor, heads of
various departments (social work, education, works of mercy and charity).

III. Duties and Responsibilities of Heupdiakna (Subdeacon)

11.  Those in the ministry of Heupdiaknusa have the right and duty to assist at the liturgical
celebrations as per liturgical norms. He is authorized:
- to take care of liturgical vessels and vestments.
- to take care of the church doors
- to take care of the sanctuary lamp
- to keep order and decorum in the church
- to lead the recitation of psalms
- to read the Book of prophets
- to learn to pray the liturgy of the hours and thus nourish their spiritual life.
In the present Pontifical, the subdeacon is given the Book of psalms and tray with
vessels reminding him of this role in the liturgical assembly. The Book of psalms
indicates that his special ministry is to offer the sacrifice of praise by singing the
psalms and praises. The sacred vessels and the other materials given to him indicate his
duty to make advance preparations for the liturgical celebration.
12.  Heupdiakna may be deputed by the Church as extraordinary minister:
- to incense and minister at the altar when there are no deacons.
- todistribute Holy Communion if there are no sufficient ordinary ministers,
- to administer all the rites performed by the Karoya.
- tolead the devotional prayers like Novena and the Way of the Cross and pious practices
- toexpose (only) the Blessed Sacrament for adoration
- to lead Family Unit prayer meetings
- to preach outside liturgical services.
- The Heupdiakna shall never impart to the congregation blessings with the sign of the
cross.
- They shall always wear vestments proper to their ministry while assisting at liturgical
celebrations.

IV. Duties and Responsibilities of a Karoya
13.  Those in the ministry of Karoyusa are the ordinary ministers for reading from the 0ld
Testament: Law (Torah) & Prophets (Nebiim) during the liturgical services.
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Fr. Joseph Mattam
Director
Apostolates of Bible and Catechesis
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FAMILY APOSTOLATE

Bible Writing Competition Result
1) Suni Choolayil, Kattipalla - 1st Prize
2) Anitha Scott Nandalath, Gandibagilu - 2nd Prize
3) MiniJohn Palayikudi, Gandibagilu - 3rd Prize
4) Jasmin Nadalath, Gandibagilu - 4th Prize

Consolation Prizes:
1) Philomina Puthenpurayil, Kuttrapady
2) Sr. Pavithra FCC, Puthur
3) Suji Chemmattakuzhi, Gandibagilu
4) Arpitha Kalaparambil, Gandibagilu

Marriage Guidance Course (MGC)
Date : 10to 12 October (begins at 9.30 am
on 10th and ends at 3pm on 12th)

Venue : Pastoral Center, Jnananilaya, Belthangady
Registration Fees: 1500/-

NB: You need to bring Bible, Letter from Parish Priest
and toilet articles

MATHRUVEDI

The Mathruvedi general body meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, October 1st at 9:30 a.m. at Jnananilaya, and it’s expected
that the Sr. animator and all parish executive members will attend.
Participation from all concerned members is crucial for the meeting’s
success as per the schedule.

- Bring the yearly report book
- Pay the yearly share of Rs. 1500

Fr. Joby Thomas Pullattu
Director Family,
Youth and BEC’s Apostolates
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Director
Social Service Department
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Reception To
Rev. Msgr. James Patteril CMF
Bishop Elect, Diocese of Belthangady
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Felicitation To Rev. Msgr. James Patteril CMF
Bishop Elect, Diocese of Belthangady
By Presbyterium & Pastoral Council
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[ Congratulations To ]

Msgr. Joseph Thachaparambathu CMI
Bishop Elect of Adilabad

Archbishop Mar Sebastian Vaniyapurackal
Archbishop Elect of Archdiocese of Kalyan
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Congratulations To New Archbishops & To
Archdioceses

N
Archbishop Sebastian Vadakel MST
Archbishop of Archeparchy of
Ujjain

Archbishop Kuriakose
Bharanikulangara
Archbishop of Archeparchy of
Faridabad

N
Archbishop Antony Prince

Panengadan
Archbishop of Archeparchy of
L Shamshabad
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Prayerful Homage To
Late Archbishop Mar Jacob Thoomkuzhy
Archbishop Emeritus,
Archeparchy of Trichur
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BISHOP’S
ENGAGEMENTS

01.
07.
12.
14.

14-15.
15.
16.
21.
22.
24.
25.
27.

OCTOBER-2025

Belthangady
Mysore
Belthangady
Morning
Puttur
Belthangady
Belthangady
Belthangady
Venur
Belthangady
Engaged
Belthangady

Jnananilaya

Jnananilaya

Mangalore, Jeppu Seminary
Minor Seminary

OCD Ashram

Jnananilaya

Jnananilaya

Bishop’s House

Jnananilaya
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