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30NOVEMBER 2019

DEAR AND REV. FATHERS,

GREETINGS FROM BISHOP'S HOUSE, THUCKALAY!

We are entering the month of December, the last month of the year.
It is a significant month for us Catholics as we celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ on 25 December. In preparation for this great solemni-
ty, we have twenty-five days fast and the season is very meaningfully
called Advent — waiting for the Saviour.I wishGod’s blessings upon
all our people as they begin to undertake this fast. I am sure you are
already began to makebetter plans and preparationfor the celebra-
tion of Christmas in your respective parishes or institutions. As I
mentioned to you during the priests’ conference, which was held
on 20 November 2019, kindly include in your planning, a celebra-
tion with the people of your neighbourhood. Kindly invite all the
people who live in and around your parish or institution. Organise
a brief programme with them explaining to them the significance
of Christmas. If possible, 1 suggest that you give to each of them a
small gift. After all Christmas is a celebration of sharing and what-
ever we share with others make our Christmas very meaningful.

To help us to reflect upon Christmas, let us consider a significant-
line in the Gospel that challenges our love of God and of others. It
also points to God’s humble and abiding love for us. In the infancy
narratives, St Luke very poignantly writes:"For there was no room
for them in the inn” (Lk 2:7). Joseph, on behalf of Mary and Jesus
(who is in her womb still), seeks entrance to the homes and lodg-
ings of those in Bethlehem. Although the Jewish people in those
days placed a high obligation upon the duty of hospitality to the
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stranger and passer-by, the answer repeatedly given is, “No room

here” Mary’s obviously advanced pregnancy and the imminence of
delivery seem to make little difference.

It was indeed a cold night,not so much in terms of the air tem-
perature, but in terms of the hearts of the people. Surely someone
could make room for a pregnant woman! But no; no room at the
inn.The only warmth to be found is amongst the animals. An old
Latin antiphon for Christmas says, “O great mystery and stunning
sacrament, that animals would see the newborn Lord lying in a feed
box” Here in the manger, warmth will be found, among the ani-
mals. It is sometimes said that man can be brutish, but the reality is
that we can sink even beneath the beasts, doing things to ourselves
and to one another that even animals do not. Scripture says: “The
ox knows his master, the donkey his owner’s manger, but Israel does
not know me, my people do not understand ... They have forsak-
en the Lord; they have spurned the Holy One of Israel and turned
their backs on him” (Is 1:3-4). Again we read: “He was in the world,
and though the world was made through him, the world did not
recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did
not receive him” (Jn 1:10-11).The animals received him and gave
warmth, yet his own people, knowing him not received him not.
But in this midnight darkness and cold, the light and warmth of
God's love will shine forth. “The people who walk in darkness have
seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light
has shone” (Is 9:1).

Surely God stoops low to come from lightsome heaven to our
war-torn, dark, cold world. As he stoops, he stoops to the lowest
place, being born not in a palace or even in a comfortable home.
He stoops to a manger. God will defeat Satan’s pride with humility.
All who will find him during this Christmas must also stoop.This
stooping of God is illustrated even in the very topography of the
area. The towns of the Holy Land were built on the tops of the tall
hills. Where land is relatively scarce, this is done so as to leave the
fertile valleys for agriculture. Bethlehem was perched on higher
Eepuma
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land and the shepherd’s fields lay below. The streets of Bethlehem
were steep and built on tiers or levels. Thus, the back lot of many
homes and buildings dropped steeply down and beneath the build-
ings. Beneath the buildings the people hollowed out caves where
animals and tools and tools were kept.

It was in such a place, down under, where Joseph and Mary sought
hasty shelter, for it was a cold and dark midnight and Mary's time
had come. God stooped with them to be born, among the animals
and agricultural implements, in the damp cave under some house
or inn.Those who want to find our God must stoop low. Even to
this day, when one visits Bethlehem and wants to see the place of
Jesus birth, one must first enter the church through what is called
the ‘door of humility’ For security reasons, this door was built to be
only about four feet high. One must stoop greatly to enter through
it. Yes, we must stoop to find our God. The site of the birth is at the
other end of the basilica, under the altar area. Here again, more
stooping is required; down steep stairs, through another low and
narrow door, and into the cave. To touch the spot, one must kneel
and reach forward into a narrower part of the cave. ‘Here Jesus
Christ was born of the Virgin Mary, says the inscription. The only
way to get there is to stoop.

Yes, our God stoops; he stoops to the lowest place. To find him and
be with him we, too, must be willing to stoop. God hates pride. He
just cannot stand it because he sees what it does to us. He comes to
break its back, not with clubs and swords or by overpowering, but
with humility. Darkness cannot defeat darkness; only light can do
that. Hate cannot defeat hate; only love can do that. Pride cannot
defeat pride; only humility can do that. So God stoops.

At Christmas, God calls us with this same humility.He could have
ridden down from heaven on a lightning bolt and stunned us into
fearful submission. Instead he goes to the lowest place. He comes
quietly, non-violently, without threat, as an infant. Even in this low-
ly way, though, He is still calling.So there is a knock at Christmas.
Eenpuggan
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Scripture says:“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat
with him, and he with me” (Rev 3:20). An old song says, “Some-
body is knocking at your door! Oh Sinner, why don't you answer?”

When human history is complete and the last books are written,
one of the saddest lines in all of that history will be this one: "For
there was no room for them in the inn. How strange and sad for
this world that God simply does not fit. He does not fit our agen-
das, our schedules, our priorities. No room; He just does not fit.
Scripture says: “He came to that which was his own, but his own
did not receive him” (Jn 1:11). “Yet to all who did receive him, to
those who believe in his name, he gave the power to become chil-
dren of God"{Jn 1:12).

What could be sadder than to miss this gift to become the very
children of God? But there was no room for him in the inn.What
of us? Is there room for Jesus in the “inn” of our hearts? If there is,
Jesus comes bearing many gifts. There is a knock at the door during
this Christmas. Jesus knocks at our door.

Every year Jesus comes knocking. He stoops low and invites us to
find him in the lowly places of this world, in the lowly places of our
own life. What are the things in your life that may be crowding out
Jesus? What obstacles and preoccupations leave little or no room
for him? What keeps you from recognizing Jesus and opening the
door wide when he comes?If you've already openedthe door to

him for many years, praise God and ask the Lord to help you open
wider. Even though many of us have invited Jesus in, we have given
him poor accommodations, perhaps relegating him to the couch or
the floor.

Hence, the message of Christmas,dear Fathers, is this: make room
for Jesus.Make more and more room for him in the inn of your
soul. The Scripture assures us: “Yet to all who did receive him,

to those who believe in his name, he gave the power to become
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children of God” (Jn 1:12).Christmas night is a night of gifts and
Jesus stoops low to give us a priceless gift: the power to become
children of God. However, the question is: Is there room in the ‘inn’
of our hearts?

CONCLUSION

We are entering the last month of the year 2019. The year has been
very momentous for the Eparchy in many ways. We have achieved
much during this year. God has been blessing us with good vo-
cations, sufficient resources and personnel from other Eparchies

to continue our mission work in the extended territories of the
Eparchy. Let us raise our minds and hearts to God in gratitude for
all the blessings that we have received throughout this year. Let me
take this occasion to wish everyone a Christ-filled Christmas and a
prosperous New Year!

With my prayers and blessings,

Yours in Christ Jesus,
+ George Rajendran SDB
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Bishop of Thuckalay
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BIRTHDAYS OF REY FATHERS

BIRTH DAYS - DECEMBER - 2019
Fr. Alex Puthettu 17
Fr. Joseph Anithottam CMI 18
Fr. Antony Jose 18
Fr. Matheus Robert 26
Fr. Rony Peedikakal MCB5 26

FEASTDAYS OF REVY FATHERS

FEAST DAYS - DECEMBER - 2019

Fr. Abilash Xavier Raj 5. 03

Fr. loshy Kulathumkal 27

Fr. John Thekke| 27

Fr. Subin Puthenpurackal 27

Fr. John loseph 27
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BISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS DECEMBER 2019

'DAT| DAY | TIME EVENTS
o oo Kalluvilai: Eparchial Bible Conven-
tion
2 |Mon | 06.00 pm Saverryarpuram: Vespers
Savertyarpruam- Feast day Holy Qur-
07.00 4 J <
3 |Tue M bana
SRl Thirunelvel: Mission visit
4 |Wed |1000am Bishop's House
Bishop’s House: Inter Departmen-
5 |Thu |02.00 pm tal Meeting
6 (Fr1 | 09.00am Bishop's House
= Chungankadai: UCC Pre-Christmas
1030 am ;
7 |aat pathering
’ 02,00 oy Kalluvilai: KKSSS Governing body
U PM and General body meeting
g lsanm | 0730 am Euldcurmkal: Baptism Holy Qurba-
9 |Mon | 11.00 am Anavadi: Jubilee Holy Qurbana
10- | Tue- - ,
5 | Tha Bishop's House |
11 |Wed 09.30am Bishop's House: Eparchial Meeting |
Bishop's House: Christmas Gather-
10.00am ing with The Heads of Various In-
14 |Sat stitutions
05.00 pm ?:]:nkﬂtm: Pre-Christmas Gather-
08.00am Madurai: Holy Qurbana & Christ-
15 |sun mas Gathering
05.00 pm Palayamkottai: Episcopal ordina-

tion
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Madurai: Gathering with Mission-

36| Mon (RE00 36 aries in the extended territori
Sangamam: Guests from Rang-
7
Hill Tue  OZ5%9 pos blang, Shillong
09.00 am Bishop's House: Curia meeting
18 |Wed Nagercoil: Meeting with Shanthi-
12008008 4o NGO
12.30 bm Bishop's House: Christmas Gather-
19 | Tha el ing with Bishop's House Staff
05.00 o Sangamam: Pre Christmas Gather-
e P ing for Presbyterium -
11.00 am ArLfrpan.al: Chnstfnaf. and Marriage
20 | Eri Felicitation meeting
07.00 bm Bishops House: Pre-Christmas
P Gathering with Neighbors
Soosaipuram: Pre-Christmas Gath-
ERAE ering with CRI-Thuckalay
Sangamam: Pre-Christmas Gather-
By Sat (SR R ing with Well Wishers
Sangamam: Pre-Christmas Gather-
O4OPM ingwithPRO
07.30am Marthandam: Holy Qurbana
Bishop's House: Gathering with Of-
27 |Sun |19V Pm ficials
06.00 pm Mu kkutt_uka!: Gathering with Mi-
nor Seminarians
Erayumanthurai: Marriage Holy
2 Mon s o] Qurbana at St. Lucia Church
- Sangamam: Gathering with Major
S0 pes Seminarians
24 |Tue |10.00pm Maharajapuram: Christmas Holy

Qurbana

EemusmeT
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25 |Wed |0230 pm >> Kannur
Kannur: First Holy Communion >>

*

25l Thu (050 5 Kothamangalam

27 |Fri Kothamangalam: Prayer day

28 |sat 0930 am Bt:]ngﬁﬁgig::nesﬂy Ordination of

20 |Sun |04.00 om Kumarakam: Marriage H::~I3.*r Qurba—

- AR hass Thuckalay

30- | Mon- 2 .

31 | Tue Bishop's House

Fr. Sajan Mettaponghu, Bishop's Secretary
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FEAST HOLY MASS
PALAPALLAM, 24.11.2019




MISSION LEAGUE RALLY
KALLUVILAIL 17.11.2019

TCYM MANJALUMOODU EORANE GATHERING,
KALITYAIL, 24112019

Pnﬂml:l:d 3 3 Santhosh for the Diocese
Hmm:, Box No. 12, Th - 629175
Ptimaadit: Dﬁd?rm']]:nﬂnhy 04651-252570



