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Ref. No. Priests/GR/79/2018
Dears,
Dear and Reverend Fathers,

We are in the holy season of
Lent. Through our prayer, fasting
and acts of charity we prepare our-
selves for the celebration of the
paschal mystery of the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The word ‘paschal’ reminds us
of Passover of the Old Testament.
Jesus’ death occurred at the time
of Passover, when Jews commemo-
rated their passage from slavery in
Egypt through the Red Sea to free-
dom in their own land. Thus, the
death of Christ and his resurrection
have come to be understood in the
Church as the fulfillment of God'’s
mighty acts to save His people.
God acted decisively to rescue Isra-
el from Pharaoh’s army at the Red
Sea. In the death and resurrection
of Jesus, God acted to save His peo-
ple from sin and death.

Communication with  God,
which the Jewish people expected
through participation in the Pass-
over sacrifices, is fully realized by
the Christians who participate sac-
ramentally in the death and res-
urrection of the incarnate Son. In
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AD 313 the Emperor Constantine
legalized Christianity in the Roman
Empire and it became possible for
Christians to travel to Jerusalem,
the site of Our Lord’s triumphal
entry, trial and shameful death on
a cross. The travel diary of Egeria,
a 4th century Spanish nun, gives
us detailed descriptions of the
Holy Week services of worship in
Jerusalem, beginning with Palm
Sunday. These liturgies deliberate-
ly and accurately reconstruct the
final events of Jesus’ life in order
to re-present them in the midst of
worshipping congregations.

An essential principle in Chris-
tian worship exemplified in the Eu-
charist is that of re-presentation.
The Greek word for it is anamnesis,
which means to make a past event
a present reality. Remembrance is
the English translation and it fails
to bring out its correct meaning.

When Jews celebrate the Pass-
over, they believe that the saving
work of God in delivering them
from slavery in Egypt is re-present-
ed in their midst by means of the
essential elements of this anamen-



sis. They are the gathered commu-
nity of believers, the elements pre-
scribed by God - unleavened bread,
wine, lamb, and bitter herbs - and,
reciting the story of the event us-
ing the words of Sacred Scripture.
After this passion, Christ is made
truly present in the celebration of
the Christian Eucharist. The Assem-
bled community of the faithful, the
ordained priest, the bread, and
wine, and the biblical words made
the death, resurrection and ascen-
sion of Jesus which took place 2000
years ago a present reality. In a like
manner, the Holy Week services
that we shall celebrate towards the
end of this month, bring to us those
final events in Jesus’ life which
comprise the Paschal Mystery

PALM SUNDAY begins with Je-
sus’ triumphal entry into Jerusa-
lem. The mood reverses rapidly
from acclamation to ‘Crucify him!
Crucify him!” We contemplate how
the fickleness of human nature and
our personal, sometimes, waver-
ing loyalty and devotion are made
present before our very eyes. After
all, it was our sins that crucified Je-
sus.

MAUNDY THURSDAY re-pres-
ents the institution of the Lord’s
Supper. In this celebration the ac-
tions of Jesus and the apostles are
made present in our midst. We
gather with them to hear Jesus:

“This is my Body...This is my Blood...
Do this in remembrance of me.” A
more accurate rendering would be,
“Do this to make me present with
you.” We also spend this day in ad-
oration commemorating the agony
of Jesus in the garden of Gethse-
mane. The word “Maundy” comes
from the Latin, maudatum (com-
mandment). It refers to Jesus’ com-
mandment to love one another.

All these lead to GOOD FRIDAY
and the cross. Where does the
cross mean within faith in Jesus
Christ? The cross implies a cruel
death as well as a death of love.
The cross is the radical expression
of love that gives itself completely.
It is the expression of a life that is
completely lived for others.

In other religions, man feels
guilty and then attempts to remove
guilt through a conciliatory action.
In the New Testament it is not man
who goes to God with a reconcil-
ing gift; but God comes to man in
order to give the gift to him. “God
so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have
eternal life” (John 3:16). God re-
stores us on the initiative of His
own power to love. “All this is from
God, who through Christ reconciles
us to himself” (2 Corinthians 5:18).
God does not wait until the guilty
come to be reconciled; He goes to
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meet them and reconciles them.
Here is the true direction of the in-
carnation leading to the cross. The
cross moves from above to below.
It does not stand as the work of ex-
piation which humankind offers to
a wrathful God, but as that expres-
sion of God’s immense love for us!

Holy week culminates with the
GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER. It is ev-
ident from the Gospels that the
resurrection occurred sometime
during the night. The Exodus from
Egypt began at night, and because
of the parable of the wise and fool-
ish virgins, Christians expected the
second coming of Jesus to happen
at night. Hence the widespread
custom of vigil watch services de-
veloped in the Christian commu-
nity. Expectant people gathered to
watch and pray during the night be-
fore certain celebrations.

Our observance and participa-
tion in the Holy Week are eluci-
dated in these words of St Leo the
Great: “He (Jesus) is whose suf-
ferings are shared by the martyrs
with their glorious courage and
by all those who believe and are
born again at the moment of their
regeneration. This is why we duly
celebrate the Lord’s Pasch with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth. The leaven of our old malice
is thrown away, and a new creature
drinks deep and feeds upon the
4 B\eDmUI(H6IT
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Lord himself. For our participation
in the body and blood of Christ
has this effect: it makes us become
what we receive; it enables us, with
our whole being, in our spirit and
our flesh, to bear him in whom and
with whom we have died and been
buried and risen again.”

| invite you dear Fathers, to
make this Easter celebration mean-
ingful not only for you personally
but also for our people by con-
ducting the various services with
great care so that we can worthily
receive the graces that accompany
with these celebrations.

CONCLUSION

As | conclude my circular, | want
to thank you for the dedicated
ministry that you are undertaking
in the Eparchy for the good of our
people. | am sure the good Lord will
bless you abundantly. Continue to
pray for the intentions of the Ep-
archy. As the holy season of Lent
is culminating in the celebration of
the Holy Week, kindly prepare our
people well so that they can enter
in to the paschal mysteries of Je-
sus Christ meaningfully. With my
prayers and blessings,

Yours in Christ Jesus,

«(_é[ﬁ":'(i—;

+George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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1. DTH Services

TATA SKY: 1557, SUN DIRECT: 618,

AIRTEL: 816, VIDEOCON D2H: 599
2. Set Top Boxes

In Tamil nadu: Arasu Cable, SCV, TCCL, Aadaar and VK Digital

In Bangalore: Hathway, City Cable, ACT and IN Cable
3. Internet

LIVE streaming in www.madhatv.in, iOS & Android Apps
4. IP Television (Europe, USA, Canada and Australia)

Lebara play, Lyca, Roku, Salai TV, Chitram TV
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BIRTHDAYS & FEASTDAYS OF REV FATHERS-MARCH
03 Rev. Fr. Joseph Santhosh

15 Rev. Fr. Mathew Thekkekutt

15 Rev. Fr. Thomas Powathuparampil
17 Rev. Fr. Chacko Akkathara CMI

20 Rev. Fr. Thomas Sathiyanesan

26 Rev. Fr. Sumesh Valliyamthadathil

BIRTHDAYS

Rev. Fr. Joseph Santhosh

Rev. Fr. Prince Maliyil

Rev. Fr. Dency Mundunadackal

Rev. Fr. Sajan Nettaponghu

Rev. Fr. Josy Puthenpurackal

Rev. Fr. Jimmy Thekkekadumathil
Rev. Fr. Jinu Thekkethalackal

Rev. Fr. Jinoy Thottiyil

TOR> 2

Rev. Fr. Jose Vayalil

Rev. Fr. Jose Muttathupadom

FEASTDAYS

Rev. Fr. Joseph Anithottam CMI

Rev. Fr. Jomon Mangalamadom

Rev. Fr. Printo Kurias

Rev. Fr. Joseph Ottalankal

Rev. Fr. Vinu D. Joseph

Rev. Fr. John Joseph
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS MARCH 2018

DAT | DAY | TIME EVENTS
02.00 pm Madurai: Visiting CMI Provincial

! Thu 04.30 pm Meeting with Madurai Archbishop
2 Fri | 10.00 am | STI: Theology Faculty Meeting | Curia meeting
Sat | 02.00 pm | Padanthalumoodu: Meeting with Mission Volunteers
4 Sun | 07.30am Chenamcode: Holy Qurbana
5-7 Mon Bishop’s House
13 Thu | 05.00 pm | Mukkoottukal: Minor Seminary
9 Fri Bishop's House: Meeting with 4th Year brothers
10 Sat | 10.00am  Soosaipuram: SABS Mission Orientation Programme

11 Sun | 03.00 pm Changanassery: Qurbana at OMMI Convent

09.30am  Sangamam: Orientation Programme for Priests
01.30 pm  Priests’ Conference

14 Wed | 09.30am  Curia Meet|Manjalumoodu: Holy Qurbana SDS convent
15 Thu | 04.30 pm  Kazhuvanthittai: Nambikkai Alayam Annual Day

12-13 Mon

10.00 am  Soosaipuram: Alphonsa college, Graduation day
05.00 pm  Bishop’s House: Meeting with the Parents of Deacons

21 Wed | 05.00 pm  Christurajapuram: Visit to SMSM convent
18 Sun | 07.30 am | Kattathurai: Holy Qurbana

16 Fri

19 Mon | 05.30 pm | Anayadi: St. Joseph’s Feast at SISM Convent

20 Tue | 05.00 pm | Palapallam: Joythinilayam Annual Day
21 Wed | 06.00 pm  Karode: Holy Qurbana at SDS convent

22 Thu | 04.30 pm  Chenamcode: Special School Annual Day

23 Fri Bishop's House
24 Sat | 06.00 pm  Vayalinkarai: Holy Qurbana for ASMI sisters
25 Sun | 08.00 am  Palm Sunday: Netta parish

26 Mon | 07.00am | Sangamam: Vestition and Minor Orders

27 Tue Bishop’s House

28 Wed | 09.30am  Sangamam: Recollection& Myron Blessing

29 Thu | 06.30 pm  Maundy Thursday: Cheenivilai parish
30 Fri | 07.00am  Good Friday: Vayalinkarai

31 Sat Visit of Ms. Anu and Family
Fr. Thomas Sathianesan |Eparchial Chancellor
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