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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISHOP'S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District

Tamilnadu - 629175, India

Phone: +91-4651-250633

Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/141/2022
31 December 2022
Dear Readers,
Greetings and prayerful wishes Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

As the year 2022 is receding away, we are entering into the New
Year 2023. Whenever we conclude a year and step into another year,
we think of the wonderful gift of God, namely, time. Although God
is above time, we are blessed with time with which we can grow,
develop and become more humane and spiritual. While wishing you
a prosperous and grace-filled New Year, let me remind you that we
need to make good use of the precious gift of time that God has
generously given to us.

On 30 December 2022, we celebrated the feast of the Holy
Family. We know that the only perfect family that ever lived on this
earth is the Holy Family of Joseph, Mary and Jesus. On that day, we
were made to reflect and to examine the grave responsibility that the
parents and the children have in making their families holy after the
example set by the Holy Family of Nazareth. In this circular, I want
to share with you some of the characteristics of Catholic families and
our duties as priests to accompany them in our pastoral ministries in
the parishes and other institutions.

A family is a group of persons who are related by marriage or
blood, and for us Catholics, the family typically includes a father,
mother, and children. It is a natural society whose right to existence
and support is provided by the divine law. According to Vatican II,
“the family is the foundation of society.” In fact, Jesus Christ has
instituted two sacraments in his Church to make the society holy.
These are the Sacrament of Holy Orders and the Sacrament of
Matrimony. Through the Sacrament of Holy Orders, Jesus sanctifies
the priest as well as his parish.

Similarly, by the Sacrament of Matrimony, Jesus sanctifies not
only the spouses but also the entire family. The husband and wife
attain holiness when they discharge their duties faithfully, trusting
in God, and drawing on the presence and power of the Holy Spirit,
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through personal and family prayer, meditative reading of the Bible,
and devout participation in Holy Mass. Families become holy when
Christ Jesus is present in them. Jesus becomes truly present in the
parish church through the sacrifice of the Holy Mass. Likewise,
Jesus becomes truly present in a family when all the members
live in the Christian spirit of sacrifice. This happens when mutual
understanding, mutual support and mutual respect bind the members
in one loving family. There must be proper care and respect given
by children to their parents and grandparents, even after they have
grown up and left home.

Thus, marriage and the family cannot be considered a mere product
of historical circumstances or a superstructure imposed from outside
on human love. On the contrary, they are an inner need of this love
to fulfil itself in its own truth and in the fullness of the reciprocal
gift of self. Even those features of spousal union that today are all
too often misunderstood or rejected, such as unity, indissolubility
and openness to life, are instead requests for the authenticity of the
covenant of love. It is in this very way that the bond which unites the
man and the woman becomes an image and symbol of the covenant
between God and his people, which finds its definitive fulfilment in
Jesus Christ. Therefore, among the baptized marriage is a sacrament,
an effective sign of grace and salvation.

We can speak of five characteristic features that should distinguish
the Catholic families from other

groups of families. These features are:

* (Catholic families worship together. The Eucharist is the
source of the deep love and intimacy Catholic families are
called to live out. To celebrate this, Catholic families attend
the eucharist together on Sundays, holy days, and at other
times as they are able. They also actively participate in the
sacramental life of the Church.

» Catholic families pray together. Catholic families are called
to love with the love that flows from God"s own heart. They
can only do this if we ask God as a family to teach them what
this means. Therefore, in addition to both individual prayer
life and worship in parish communities, families gather
together for family prayer each and every day. The members
use the daily family prayer time to praise and thank God for
his blessings, to ask forgiveness for the times they did not
love as they should, to ask for the grace to love one another
and the world better and to pray for both family needs and the
needs of the family of God.
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* Catholic families are called to intimacy. Most importantly,
the Christian life is a call to intimate communion with God
and with one another. Catholic families serve that goal by
being schools of love where the members learn how to love
God and one another with their whole hearts, minds, souls
and strength. To do this, the members constantly seek new
ways to be even more open with and loving to one another as
husband and wife, parents and children.

* Catholic families must put family first. Since family
relationships are the primary means God uses to help us
become the people he created us to be, we must treat family
life as the most important activity in our day-today life. We
create and protect family customs like regular family dinners,
time for prayer and worship, regular communication, constant
relationship-building, etc.that give us regular time to work,
play, talk and pray together.

* The Catholic families are a witness and a sign. We recognize
that God wants to change the world through our families. We
actively participate in this plan in two ways. First, we work
hard to be witnesses of the love, joy and intimacy that every
human heart longs for. We need to share this love in good
times and bad, in sickness and health, for richer or poorer.
Second, we carry this love outside the home by serving our
community in a manner that keeps our family together. We
intentionally practise the corporal and spiritual works of
mercy within our home and outside of it. We regularly talk
about how we can do a better job of living out our family
mission to be a sign of God*s love in the world.

To realise all these aspects of family life, the Church encourages
her priests to accompany the families within their respective parishes
or institutions. This pastoral care of the family requires development
and renewal so that it could effectively participate in the realization
of God*s plan in contemporary times. In the apostolic exhortation
Amoris Laetitia, Pope Francis encourages the priests to develop a
deepened and more effective pastoral care for married couples and
the family. This care should be generous, full of sensitivity and
zeal, as well as including patient pastoral encountering and the
accompanying of spouses in the subsequent stages of their life and
development. It should also be helpful with regard to discernment
and integration into the life of the Church.

During our family visits, we can find out the needs of the family
members. We can pray with them. We can teach them the principles
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of the gospel and encourage them to attend to their family duties. We
can be friendly to the family members at our Church meetings and
in the neighbourhood. And we can participate with them in Church,
school, and community activities. In all these, we must consider our
apostolate with families a source of grace, a gift that the Lord offers
us even before we see it as a specific pastoral duty.

St John Paul II also reiterates these forms of family apostolate.
On 26 February 2004, he exhorted thepriests of Rome: “Do not be
afraid to spend yourselves for families, to dedicate to them your
time, energy and the spiritual gifts the Lord has given you. Be caring
and trustworthy friends to them as well as pastors and teachers.
Accompany them and sustain them in prayer; suggest to them the
Gospel of marriage and the family with truth and love, without
reservations or arbitrary interpretations. Be spiritually close to them
in the trials life often holds in store, helping them to understand that
the Church is always mother for them as well as teacher. Also teach
the young to understand and appreciate the true meaning of love and
thus to prepare themselves for forming authentic Christian families.”

Let us spend the year 2023 in strengthening the Catholic families
in our Eparchy through our concerted pastoral interventions so that
we can build up a vibrant local church where the members live a
committed life in living out the faith that they received at the time
of their baptism!

On the first day of the year 2023, we celebrate the feast of Mary,
the holy Mother of God. It is indeed a wonderful opportunity for
all of us to entrust ourselves to the maternal care and protection of
Mary as we begin the New Year, which is a precious gift from God.
Let us make good use of this year in order to become more Christ-
like and to bring his message to as many people as possible so that
the invocation — Thy kingdom come - that recite in the prayer Our
Father may be realized!

Yours in Christ Jesus,

T

T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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Bible Fest 2022-2023
Forane Level Students Competition Rank list

Arukany Forane
Arukany 126 I
Netta 107 1I
Pathukany 93 I
Mezhacode 67 v
Penuthadam 40 A%
Anamugham 1 VI
Kaliyal Forane
Marappady 109 I
Kaliyal 99 II
Pallikkonam 85 111
Karode 80 v
Kulasekharam 51 A%
Chenamcode 9 VI
Manjalumoodu Forane
Muzhucode 113 I
Malaicode 98 II
Manjalumoodu 88 I
Mukkoottukkal 80 v
Thettivilai 34 VvV
Kuttaicode 18 VI
Bengiri 3 VII
Padanthalumoodu Forane
Padanthalumoodu 107 I
Annikkarai 94 II
Palugal 89 I
Kazhuvanthittai 68 v
Athencode 26 A%
Thettiyode 25 VI

& 1) Ul 5 61
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Marthandam 12 VII
Kunnuvilai 6 VIII
Kallukatti 1 IX
Nithiravilai Forane
Nithiravilai 109 I
Varuthattu 105 II
Vayalinkarai 95 I
Cheenivilai 53 v
Munchirai 48 A"
Christurajapuram 22 VI
Soosaipuram Forane
Soosaipuram 123 I
Palappallam 116 II
Mangarai 88 I
Killiyoor 46 v
Thackalivilai 26 Vv
Pilankarai 17 VI
Fathimapuram 17 VII
Mathapuram 1 VIII
Thuckalay - Pilankalai Forane

Kattathurai 93 I
Thuckalay 85 II
Pilankalai 83 I
Nagercoil 68 v
Paraicode 39 A"
Neethipuram 25 VI
Kalluvilai 19 VII
Kaisalavilai 16 VIII
Anayadi 6 IX
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FEASTDAYS OF REV. FATHERS - JANUARY 2023

Fr. Johnsilal Arackaparampil 03
Fr. Sanil Panthichirackal 03
Fr. Akhil Karikkathara CMI 03
Fr. Davis Karukappally 20
Fr. Justin Cheruvelil 20
Fr. Mijo Puthenpurayil 20
Fr. Robin Koorumullil 20
Fr. Sebastian Pothemparampil MST 20
Fr. Seby Manimalakandathil 20
Fr. Shijo Jose Aikkarakunnel 20
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MONTHLY AGENDA - JANUARY 2023

DATE DAY

Sun

TIME

09.30 am
07.00 pm

EVENTS

MathruJyothis Seminar at Thettiyodu
CML: Eparchial Executive Meeting (online)

Tue

06.30 pm

Erection of Kuttaicode St. Chavara Mission
Station as Mission Parish

Thu

02.30 am

MathrulJyothis Bible sentence writing
competition at Padanthalumoodu

Fri

09.30 am
07.00 pm

Syro Malabar Mission Week
celebrations begin at Eparchial level
CML: Parish based Adoration

Sinai One day Convention at Vattakottai

Denha Reflective talk releasing by
Migrants Apostolates

Sun

10.45 am
02.30 pm

Catechesis BTCT Batch I at Kalluvilai
Uraviam Leaders Training at Tenkasi

Mon

06.30 pm

Vocation Directors’ Meet

10

Tue

06.30 pm

Forane Priests’ conference (except for Thuc
Padanthalumoodu

12

Thu

Syro Malabar Mission Week celebrations end
at Eparchial level

13

Sun

09.30 am
06.30 pm

Marriage Preparation Course at Kalluvilai
Night Vigil at Sinai Retreat Centre, Kalluvilai

14

Mon

09.30 am
10.00 am

10.00 am
10.00 am

11.30 am

Marriage Preparation Course at Kalluvilai
KKSSS Day Celebration at Kalluvilai
Sinai One day Convention at Palugal&
Manjalumoodu (Forane level)

Eparchial Level Students’ Competition
at Padanthalumoodu

KII Committee Meeting at Padanthalumoodu
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15

Sun

10.45 am

Special Collection for Mission Week
Catechesis BTCT Batch I at Kalluvilai
CML: Fasting for Mission Areas by
Animators and Students

16

Mon

10.00 am

10.00 am

SMYM Pongal Celebration and training
programme at Kalluvilai
KKSSS Educare Class

17

Tue

09.30 am
02.30 pm

Priests’ Recollection at Kalluvilai
Forane Vicars’ Meeting at Kalluvilai

18

Wed

One week prayer for Christian Unity

21

Sat

09.30 am
09.30 am

02.30 pm

One day Convention at Soosaipuram
(Forane level)

One day Convention at Sinai Retreat
Centre, Kalluvilai

KII Animators’ Meet at Kalluvilai
Last date to submit competition name
list with birth certificate

22

Sun

10.45 am
02.30 pm
02.30 pm
02.30 pm
04.00 pm

CML: Visiting Mission (parish level)
Catechesis BTCT Batch I at Kalluvilai

MathrulJyothis Eparchial level Bible
Quiz at Padanthalumoodu

SMYM Kaliyal Forane Gathering

Uraviam Leaders Training at
Padanthalumoodu (Forane level)
Tenkasi Mission Silver Jubilee
Concluding celebration

25

Wed

One week prayer for Christian Unity ends

26

Thu

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

05.00 pm

Forane level catechesis Teachers’
competition at Padanthalumoodu
Eparchial level Bible Quiz Competitions for
catechesis teachers at Padanthalumoodu
Educare Class at Kalluvilai

One day work shop on photography &
Videography at Padanthalumoodu by Pulari
Communication

Uraviam Online Meet of Animators

29

Sun

02.30 pm

CML Platinum Jubilee Celebration at
Kalluvilai

30 ‘Mon ‘

04.00 pm

Curia Meeting
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - JANUARY 2023

DATE DAY TIME EVENTS
HAPPY NEW YEAR 2023
I  Sun Changanassery: Benefactors Visit >>
Thuckalay
Bishop’s House: SMSM General
2 Mon 10.00 am  Superior Visit
06.00 pm Bishop’s House: Visit of Geetha Village
Children from Moolamattam
B 05.00 pm Padanthalumoodu: Marriage Reception
ue
06.30 pm Kuttaicode: Mission parish Erection
4 Wed 0830 am >> Tanjc?re: Health Care Commission
Secretaries meet
Tanjore: Health Care Commission
B Vo B Secretaries meet >> Kakkanad
6-14 06.00 pm Kakkanad: Syro-Malabar Synod
Changanassery: Feast Day Holy Qurbana
15 [ 0645 am at Muttar >> Thuckalay
16 Mon 09.30 am Bishop’s House: Curia meeting
10.00 am Kalluvilai: Priests’ Recollection
17" Tue 05.00 pm _Lenkasi: Jubilee of Dorothean Sisters
PP 5> Thoothukudi
18 Wed Thoothukudi: TNBC Meeting
19 Thu 05.00am >> Ernakulam
20 Fri 10.00am Ernakulam: Marriage Reception
21 Sat 05.00 am Tenkasi: Pulari School Annual Day
Tenkasi Mission Silver Jubilee
22 Sun 04.00 pm Conclusion
09.30 am Bishop’s House: Meeting Rev. Fathers
23 Mon
05.45 pm Mukkuttukal: Feast Day Holy Qurbana
24 Tue Bishop’s House: Meeting Rev. Fathers
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25

09.30
Wed o
05.00 pm

Bishop’s House: Meeting Rev. Fathers
Christurajapuram: School Annual day

26

09.30 am

Thu 1 00 pm

Mukootukal: Minor Seminary Home Day
Ampoori: Feast Day Holy Qurbana

27

Fri
04.30 pm

Bishop’s House: Meeting Rev. Fathers
Soosaipuram: APJM School Annual Day

28

Sat

29

Wed 02.30 pm

Bishop’s House: Reception to Major
Archbishop and Bishops

CML Platinum Jubilee Conclusion

30

Curia Meeting

31

Thu | 09.30 am
Fri  06.00 pm

Sangamam: Feast of Don Bosco

Rev. Fr. Robin Jose, Bishop's Secretary

BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS- JANUARY - 2023

Fr. Luka Kollamparampil CMI 17

Fr. Ajin Jose

17

Fr. Toji Parampilparampil 18

Fr. Sumesh Valliyamthadathil 18

Fr. Sanil Panthichirackal 20

Fr. Jomy Kamukummattathil 20

Fr. Printo Kurias

21

Fr. Antony Chundelikkatt 24

Fr. Lijo Thekkel

24

Fr. Geo Choozhikunnel 26

Fr. Jomon Mangalamadathil 26
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TENKASI, ANPU ILLAM CHAPEL & PULIYARAI
KURUSADI BLESSINGS, 17.12.2022

KUZHANDAI ESO PRE-CHRISTMAS (Nithiravilai,
17.12.2022) TENKASI MISSION PRE-CHRISTMAS (17.12.2022)

SMYM, PRE-CHRISTMAS (THETTIYODE,
18.12.2022)
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KKSSS GOLDEN JUBILEE, KALLUVILALI,
05.12.2022

PRIESTS PRE-CHRISTMAS (Sangamam, 19.12.2022) &
CATECHISM FORANE BIBLE FEST, (Manjalumoodu, 19.11.2022)
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