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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISH(}P'S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District

Tamilnadu - 629175, India

Phone: +91-4651-250633

Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/153/2023
31 December 2023
Dear Readers,
Greetings from the Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

We are on the threshold of another year! The year 2023 is ebbing
away from us, and the new year 2024 is beckoning us. As we thank
the Lord for all the blessings that we received during the last year,
let us enter the new year with great joy and optimism to carry on our
ministries with much commitment and passion.

The year 2024 is significant for us as we are preparing to celebrate
the great jubilee of our Lord Jesus Christ. I want to reflect with you
on this event and invite you to make this year a preparation for the
jubilee that we shall celebrate in 2025.

As we are all aware, etymologically, the word ‘jubilee’ comes
from the Hebrew word ‘yobel’ (ram’s horn), which was used as
a trumpet to announce the beginning of the 50th year, that is, the
completion of 49 years (7 times 7 years). According to Lev 25:8-
13, the celebration of the jubilee year entails the release of slaves,
forgiveness of debts, and repatriation of property.

In the Bible, jubilee is understood as the four R’s: rest (the land
is given rest); review (an inventory of life, livestock, personnel,
and land is taken); restore (setting the societal clock back to zero);
and reconcile (aligning our relationships right with God and one
another). The ‘holy year’ which the Prophet Isaiah (cf. Is 61:1f; see
also Lk 4:16ff) speaks of also alludes to jubilee. Here, the holy year
is understood as the year of recalling and announcing God’s favour
and mercy.

From the biblical point of view, the celebration of a jubilee makes
us reflect on the past (liberation), live in the present (consolation),
and set our vision for the future (moving forward). Besides, jubilee
is the celebration of time, and since it is the celebration of time, it is
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a gift from God. That is why, in the Easter Vigil of the Latin Rite, we
say, ‘All times belong to him and all ages.’

Pope Boniface VIII announced the first ordinary jubilee year
(‘holy year’) in 1300. Initially, ordinary jubilee was celebrated once
every 100 years; Pope Clement VI in 1343 began to celebrate it
every 50 years; in 1470, Pope Paul II made it every 25 years. There
have also been ‘extraordinary’ holy years: in 1933, Pope Pius XI
celebrated the 1900th anniversary of the Redemption; in 2015, Pope
Francis proclaimed the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy. The
previous ordinary jubilee was the Great Jubilee 2000, for which we
had three years of preparation: 1997 (with a focus on God the Son),
1998 (with a focus on God the Holy Spirit), and 1999 (with a focus
on God the Father). Jubilee events entail entering the holy door,
undertaking pilgrimages, obtaining indulgences, etc.

ThePontifical Council forthe Promotionofthe New Evangelisation,
which coordinates the celebrations, spells out seven characteristics
of the Jubilee: (i) Pilgrimage (journey, crossing of boundaries, going
across the fields, with other journeying companions); (ii) Holy Door
(powerful sign, four Roman Basilicas, Jesus is the Door, journey
to the interior of a church); (ii1) Reconciliation (placing God at the
centre of our lives, restoration of social justice, confession); (iv)
Prayer (being open to God’s presence and his offer of love); (v)
Liturgy (public prayer of the Church, summit and font, opening of
the door); (vi) Profession of faith (identity of the baptised person,
Apostolic Creed, Nicene Creed); and (vii) Indulgences (experience
of God’s mercy, offering up sufferings).

We can spell out the threefold purpose of the celebration of the
jubilee. They include:

- To celebrate Jesus, the incarnate Son of the Father, through the
power of the Holy Spirit. We commemorate his birth, life, teaching,
ministry, passion, death, and resurrection. We make conscious and
fruitful efforts ‘to know him more clearly, to love him more dearly,
and to follow him more closely.’

- To celebrate the church, which is our mother and teacher. We
renew our commitment to our Holy Catholic Church by owing our
communion and contribution.

- To celebrate each one of us with unique gifts and charisms,
vocations and ministries, lifestyles, and values.
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The logo for Jubilee 2025 shows four figures in four colours,
representing the entire humanity hailing from the four corners of
the earth. They embrace each other in solidarity and fraternity. The
figure at the front holds fast to the cross, which gives us hope. The
rough waves under the figures represent the present context of the
world, marked by turmoil and troubles. The lower part of the cross
has been elongated and turned into the shape of an anchor, which is
a symbol of hope. The image illustrates the pilgrim’s journey not as
an individual effort but as a collective enterprise. At the bottom of
the logo lies the motto of the Jubilee Year 2025: ‘Peregrinantes in
Spem’ (‘Pilgrims of Hope”).

Pope Francis, addressing a letter to Archbishop Rino Fisichella,
chairman of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New
Evangelisation, in connection with preparations for the 2025 Jubilee
year, stressed that at a time in history marked by lonely deaths,
lockdowns, and restrictions imposed because of the COVID-19
pandemic, “we must fan the flame of hope that has been given [to]
us and help everyone to gain new strength and certainty by looking
to the future with an open spirit, a trusting heart, and far-sighted
vision.” Pope Francis has underscored the importance of hope in
Christian life amidst uncertainties and hardships created by the
pandemic and wars. The Jubilee 2025 is meant to celebrate God, the
Church, and each of us. The post-pandemic war-hitting world today
needs ‘hope.’

Learn, pray, and walk are the three words that we need to
remember as we journey together towards the celebration of the
jubilee.

In the first year, we are asked to promote the study of the Four
Constitutions of the Second Vatican Council: Sacrosanctum
Concilium, Dei Verbum, Lumen Gentium, and Gaudium et
Spes to understand the general themes of the Council and to
explore Jesus, the Church, and our lives in the world today. The
Dicastery of Evangelization has brought forth 35 booklets giving
background information on the Second Vatican Council and the
Four Constitutions.

In the second year, which is the year of prayer, we are called to
pray with the Universal Church, in the local churches, for the entire
humanity. We need to reflect on prayer in Christian life, sacraments,
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sacramentals, pious practices, and popular devotions as well. The
Dicastery has published nine notebooks on prayer.

On 24 November 2024, our Holy Father will open the Jubilee
Door at St Peter’s Basilica, Rome. In 2025, we are invited to walk
the Jubilee Doors in Rome, make a pilgrimage to the Four Basilicas,
and undertake similar pursuits. We are also invited to enter the doors
of hope, lighting a ray of hope in prisons, homes for the elderly, the
dying and the destitute, hospitals, migrants, the marginalised, etc.
The Ordinary Jubilee 2025, an integral part of the synodal journey,
invites us to be pilgrims of hope, givers of hope, and livers of hope.

However, in our Eparchy, we shall inaugurate the preparations
for the celebration of the Jubilee 2025 on 31 December 2023. We
shall organise it at the parish level. The Eparchy has formed a core
committee consisting of four of our Fathers, namely, Fr Joshy
(convenor), Fr Sathianesan, Fr Justin, and Fr Jimmy, to coordinate
the entire celebrations. They have already drawn up a plan. In the
coming six months, that is, from January 2024 to June 2024, we
shall engage ourselves in the study of the four documents of Vatican
II, and in the next six months, namely, July 2024 to December 2024,
we shall devote ourselves to prayer. In 2025, we shall celebrate the
jubilee as per the instructions given in the jubilee calendar prepared
by the Dicastery of Evangelization. Along with this circular you
will get the Jubilee calendar so that the departments can prepare in
advance and concretize it within the scheduled time frame.

The great Jubilee 2025 invites us to ‘remember’ God, to
review our relation to God and God’s Church, and to ‘restore’ our
relationships with God and God’s people. The celebration of Jesus,
the church, and us will only happen in the context of our synodal
journey in communion, mission, and participation. Hence, reading
and understanding the documents of the Synod on Synodality is
crucial for a meaningful celebration of the jubilee.

Let us pray that the Ordinary Jubilee 2025 may strengthen the
hope of all the members of the Church. As ‘Pilgrims of Hope,’ let
us continue to build communion, promote participation, and deepen
our commitment to the mission.

On the first Friday of the new year, we celebrate the feast of Mary,

Mother of God. It is indeed a wonderful opportunity for all of us to
entrust ourselves and the diocese to the maternal care and protection
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of Mary as we begin the new year, which offers us opportunities to
prepare meaningfully for the great jubilee. Let us make good use
of this year to become more Christ-like and to bring his message
to as many people as possible so that the invocation that is recited
in the prayer Our Father may be realised: Thy kingdom come. On
06 January 2024 we celebrate the Feast of Denha, which means
revelation or manifestation. the Church recalls the manifestation of
Jesus which began with his baptism at Jordan. Jesus reveals Himself
to the world; Father and the Holy Spirit witness to it: ‘This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased’ (Mt. 3:7). The mystery
of the Holy Trinity is revealed at His baptism. It is an important
feast day and a day of obligation. From the Feast of Denha, for a
week, Syro Malabar Church observes the mission week. ‘Know the
mission and be a missionary’is the motto of the missionary week
celebrations. In all our parishes and institutions, those concerned
shall make best efforts to organize the mission week in a meaningful
and effective way. May the mission week inspire us to follow the
example of our Father in faith, St. Thomasthe apostle to proclaim
the gospel and to share the compassionate love of Jesus through the
acts of mercy.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

*t‘_{rzﬁ*ib—

T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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MONTHLY AGENDA - JANUARY 2024

DATE DAY TIME EVENTS
3 | Wed | 09.00 am KKSSS CTWCC Training program @
Kalluvilai
4 | Thu | 09.00 am KKSSS :'CTWCC Training program @
Kalluvilai
SINALI : One Day Retreat (@ Vattakottai
5 Fri | 09.00 am | KKSSS: CTWCC Training program @
Kalluvilai
7 Sun | 9.00am | CML : Mission week Celebration starts
10.00 am Tubilacum 2025 co.rnrnlttee Meeting
8 | Mon | 230 pm Departments Meeting
Pastoral Council Election Commission
5.00 pm .
Meeting
9 Tue | 09.00 am | KKSSS: SAFP cluster meeting (@ Chevilai
10 | Wed | 02.30 pm | Departments Meeting
12 | Fri | 09.30 am | FA : Marriage Preparation Course (@ Kalluvilai
SINALI : One Day Retreat (@
Manjalummoodu and Palugal
09.30 am | CAT : Diocesan Bible Fest
13 Sat KKSSS : CTWCC meeting with
06.30 pm | panchayat leaders @ Kulappuram
FA : Marriage Preparation Course (@ Kalluvilai
PULARI : Pongal Celebration (@ Border
14 | Sat FA : Inauguration of Thanthayar
Nalvazhvu Iyakkam
15 | Mon | 10.00 am | LITURGY core committee meeting
16 | Tue | 09.00 am KKSSS :.KKSSS Day celebration @
Kalluvilai
19 | Fri | 05.30 pm | SINAI : One Day Retreat (@ Palappallam
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24 | Wed | 09.00 am KKSSS: CTWCC champions meet @
Kalluvilai
25 | Thu | 09.00 am KKSSS :'Cancer awareness program (@
Annikarai
CAT : Forane Level Bible Fest For
09.00 am | catechism Teachers
26 | Sun . . .
09.00 am | CAT : Diocesan Bible Quiz for
catechism Teachers
27 Sat | 09.30 am SINAI : One Day Retreat @ Retreat Center
Kalluvilai
FA : MatruJyothis Annual day @
6 | e | CUP™ | Kalluvilai
. 400 PULARI: Save your Heart awareness
.00 pm
program (@ Border

Fr. Thomas Powathuparambil, Protosyncellus

BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS - JANUARY - 2024

Fr. Luka Kollamparampil CMI 17
Fr. Ajin Jose 17
Fr. Toji Parampilparampil 18
Fr. Sumesh Valliyamthadathil 18
Fr. Sanil Panthichirackal 20
Fr. Jomy Kamukummattathil 20
Fr. Printo Kurias 21
Fr. Antony Chundelikkatt 24
Fr. Lijo Thekkel 24
Fr. Isaac Punnoor CMI 25
Fr. Geo Choozhikunnel 26
Fr. Jomon Mangalamadathil 26
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - JANUARY 2024

DATE DAY TIME EVENTS
I Mon 10.00am Changancherry: Visiting benefactors
> Tue 0930 am Chethipuzha: Ordination of Dn Liju
>> Angamalee:
3 Wed 10.00am Angamalee >> Moolamattam >>Thuckalay
Marthandam: TNBC Health Commission
09.30 am .,
4 Wed 06.00 bm Secretaries’ meet
i Bishop’s House: Curia meeting
5 Fri  05.00pm Cgml?um: Visit to Angoorpalayam
Mission
Kaliyikkavilai: Gandhian Award fuction
i at Nanjil College
7 Sun 08.00 am Kauttaicode: Feast day Holy Qurbana
2-13 Mon - Sat Kakkanad: Syro Malabar Bishops
Synod
14  Sun 09.30 am Mukkoottukal: Feast day Holy Qurbana
15 Mon 10.00 am BlShOP s House:‘ Bible convention core
committee meeting
16  Tue 10.00 am Sangamam: Priests’ Conference
17 Wed 10.00 am Thuckalay: Bishop’s House
18  Fri 09.30 am Pathukani: Marriage Holy Qurbana
9 S 09.30 am Bishop’s House: Visitors
un
02.00 pm Trivandrum: Teachers Farewell Meeting
Plankalai: CMI Institution Teachers
09.30 am Meeting
23 on ) . .
06.00 pm Soosaipuram: Jubilee Celebrations

SABS >> Malayattoor

& Ol 6
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Malayattoor: Marriage Holy Qurbana

21  Sun 09.30 am )
>> Pondicherry
i . ing >>
2923 9.30 am Pondicherry: TNBC Meeting
Thuckalay
24 Wed 09.30 am Bishop’s House: Curia Meeting
Changancherry: Marriage Holy Qurbana
10.00 am . . . .
25 Thu Ithithanam: Priests Home Silver Jubilee
11.30am  Celebrations
04.00 pm Kudamaloor: Marriage Reception
26 Fri  09.00am Athirampuzha: Feast day Holy Qurbana
Thuckalay: CMC Province Community
09.00 am Day
27  Sat . . .
03.00 pm Mukkootukal: Minor Seminary Silver
Jubilee Celebrations
s I8 09.30 am Varuthattu: First Holy Communion
un
01.30 pm Kalluvilai: Matrujyotis Anniversary
29 Mon 10.00am Thuckalay: Bishop’s House
Bishop’s House: Don Bosco Feast day
12.00 pm observance
30 Tue . .
05.00 pm Palappallam: Jyothinilayam Jubilee
Celebration
31 Wed 04.30am >> Bangalore: CBCI meeting begins

& Ol 6
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Fr. Liju Mathew, Bishop’s Secretary



Pulari Social Harmony
Christmas @ Tenkasi
17.12.2023

Major seminarians Christmas
Celebration @ Bishop’s
House 23.12.2023

ww 4 5 " —
Priests’ Conference and
Pre-Christmas Celebration @
Sangamam 19.12.2023

Christmas Holy Mass @
Karode, 25.12.2023

Thekkel @ Mezhacode
23.12.2023

Kattalai Vaipu @ Thettivilai,
28.12.2023

Migration Ministry Chennai
Sangamam @ Chennai 10.12.2023
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