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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISHOP'S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District

Tamilnadu - 629175, India

Phone: +91-4651-250633

Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/148/2023

31 July 2023
Dear Readers,
Greetings from Los Angeles, USA!

As we are celebrating the feast of St John Mary Vianney, patron
of all priests, especially the diocesan priests. In the context of our
presbyterium, I want to reflect with you on the importance of priests
living and working together as a close-knit group. Solidarity among
priests is crucial in living out the priestly commitment to carry out
the pastoral ministries that they are entrusted with.

Accordingto asurvey that Eugene Kennedy carried out on Catholic
priests, it was found that many priests lack healthy interpersonal
relationships. They are uneasy about intimacy. It simply refers to
responsible closeness with other people. Among the priests, we can
speak of spiritual intimacy. It is one of the most important challenges
of adult life. It is something that can only be handled by a person
who has worked through the adolescent challenge of securing his
own identity.

Many priests have a few people to whom they are close. Only
some people have enabled them to express themselves fully. This is
a real problem because relationships with people and fellow priests
constitute such a substantial part of their ministry. These priests
experience difficulty and discomfort in the very area that should be a
deep source of personal satisfaction. For a more rewarding sense of
pastoral and emotional satisfaction, priests should feel confident and
open in their dealings with people and other priests. Some priests
feel that, in principle, they should remain at a distance from other
people.

Intimacy, friendship, and love are powerful human needs.
Somewhere in the deep recesses of our beings, we all hunger for
them. Though this hunger is built into us from the beginning, we
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will experience it more acutely in our priestly lives. Intimacy implies
being fully at home with someone. It means letting myself be fully
known without fear of rejection. It means responding to another’s
love by revealing myself completely, trusting that the other will love
me as [ am. It means being fully known and lovingly appreciated.
This kind of intimacy, which we call spiritual intimacy, is very
important among priests. An American Jesuit, Fr William Bier, did
extensive studies on priests who had left the ministry. He found that
the majority of the priests who left ministry were lonely, isolated
people who had very few close relationships with other priests. Fr
Bier believes that intimate spiritual relationships among priests are
a great support for their vocational commitment.

All of us need a support system in our lives. In the past, the joint
family system provided this support. Today, families have become
smaller and more isolated. Nobody has time for others. When
a person is in trouble, there is nobody to help him. The alarming
number of suicides is a painful manifestation of this problem. Hence,
each person must have a small group of people with whom he can
confide his problems and seek support. It is a kind of intimate support
system. This is loving behaviour manifested through selfdisclosure
and genuine care and concern. This intimate support system does not
develop quickly or easily. It grows slowly as thoughts and feelings
are shared. It deepens as others are invited to enter the personal and
intimate places of our lives.

Priests need priests. A priest cannot function properly without the
spiritual and psychological support of his fellow priests. A priest
can give emotional support to his fellow priests in many ways. In
our diocesan and religious communities, many priests are old, sick,
or disabled. They experience extreme loneliness in these situations.
The fellow priests can support them and comfort them by visiting
them and listening to their problems. Also, there may be priests who
are going through a crisis of vocation. In this kind of crisis, fellow
priests are the most apt people to guide and support them.

Thomas Merton, a great mystic and spiritual author, went
through a very serious vocational crisis at the age of 52. He was
deeply involved in a love affair with a 25-year-old nurse. In this
crisis period, a young priest provided him with the spiritual and
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psychological support he needed. Thomas Merton was a great
scholar and a saintly person. But he had the courage and humility to
share his very intimate problems with another priest who was much
younger than himself. In their difficulties, priests should be humble
enough to open up their problems to fellow priests and seek their
support and guidance. Only a priest can understand another priest’s
problems clearly.

Hence, all of us must have special friends within the greater bosom
of our presbyterate, or whatever group God has placed us in. A large
community can effectively love its members with the special love
and support they need only through the mediation of these special
friends between individuals or among members ofsmaller groups,
such as the seminary batch. Hence, members of the presbyterate
should be bound together in deep ties of friendship.

St Gregory the Great indicates that no one should be sent out on
apostolic work until he is capable of true love for his fellow priests.
He writes: “Dear Brothers, our Lord sends his disciples to preach two
by two. In doing so, he silently indicates to us that should anyone not
love his companion, he should by no means take upon himself the
office of preaching.”

Abraham Maslow held that each person should be linked closely
with a few others, each of whom is linked with still another few, and
thus the whole web of love is closely knit together. The quality and
depth of love in the whole fabric of the community are dependent
upon the high quality of each friendship. When the friendship is
based on the priestly bond, it becomes an apostolic covenant in
which priests work together as friends for the salvation of others and
thus bring about love among the many.

If we are to advance in our spiritual lives, we need to have intimate
friends in the Spirit. Priests need close spiritual friendships in which
they can find spiritual nourishment through shared meditations,
shared prayers, etc. Many saints had close friendships with other
saints. Some examples of spiritual friendship are that of St John of
the Cross and St Theresa of Avila, St Francis de Sales and St Jane
Frances, St Catherine, and Bl. Raymond.

How can we develop healthy friendships among priests, especially
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among the priests in our Eparchy? Since our Eparchy covers vast
areas, priests cannot come together often, especially those in the
mission territories. However, we have monthly recollection and
meetings of priests, regular meetings with the priests working in the
mission territories, Forane priests gathering, etc. These meetings
and other moments of togetherness should be well utilised to bring
people closer to one another. The common meals that we often have
should help foster healthy friendships.

Likewise, as priests of the eparchy, we have several common
celebrations, such as birthdays and feast days of individual priests,
parish and institutional feasts, etc. They can be arranged in such
a way that many can take part. This is because celebrations are
communal experiences of joy and moments of thanksgiving. We
celebrate the fact of being together, and we give thanks for the gifts
we have been given. Celebrations nourish us, restore hope, and give
us the strength to live with the frustrations and difficulties of daily
life. We should not shy away from meaningful and legitimate forms
of celebration that can engender fellowship.

Intellectual sharing among priests is also important. Often, priests
do not get sufficient time for personal study. Often, they are not in
touch with modern trends in theology, psychology, etc. To overcome
this problem, priests could gather together occasionally and study
and discuss current issues, or they could invite some experts to
enlighten them.

Friendly corrections can be another way to strengthen the bonds
of friendship among priests. Speaking about friendship, Erich
Fromm says that one of the essential elements of friendship is the
responsibility for the well-being of the other. Friendship is based
on mutual commitment. If friends are committed to one another,
they have a responsibility to point it out if one of them goes wrong.
Priests are committed to each other through the bond of the common
presbyterate. If a priest comes to know that certain behaviours of a
fellow priest are contrary to his vocation, he should lovingly point
them out to him. Many serious problems could be avoided through
timely corrections.

Thus, on 4 August when we celebrate Diocesan Priest Day, let us
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learn to cultivate intimate spiritual friendships with those who are
called to the same vocation by the Lord. The lives and ministries of
the priests should overflow with joy at seeing the wonders that the
Lord is working on their loved ones.

We just concluded the celebration of the feast of St Alphona. I
want to thank you, dear Fathers, for celebrating the feast with nine
days of the novena in your respective parishes and institutions. The
celebrations on 30 July at St Alphonsa Shrine, Nagercoil, went off
well. Thank you for sending the faithful and for taking part in all
the events in the Shrine. We have now entered the month of August.
This month offers us several feasts, not only for celebration but also
for our edification. On 4 August we mark John Maria Vianney Day.
As per our custom, all the priests of the Eparchy normally gather
at the Minor Seminary for the celebration. I request that every one
of you participate in the programme. Besides the feast of St John
Mary Vianney, on 15 August, we shall celebrate the twin festivals of
the Assumption of our Blessed Mother Mary and the Independence
of our beloved motherland. The assumption is an expression of our
deep faith because we believe in the real, physical elevation of the
sinless soul and incorrupt body of our Mother Mary into heaven. 15
August also marks the independence that we obtained from England
after years of struggle. On this day, let us pray for the well-being
of our country and ask Mother Mary to intercede for us so that we
become free from every form of bondage and be with her one day in
heaven. Let us pray, in particular, for peace in the northeastern State
of Manipur, which is reeling under the communal frenzy that has
taken the lives of innocent people and destroyed properties causing
untold miseries to the people. We remember our fellow Christian
brothers and sisters who are bearing the brunt of the mayhem that
was unleashed some months ago.

With my prayers and blessings,

Yours in Christ Jesus,
T George Rajendran SDB

“tﬁtﬁ"{b

Bishop of Thuckalay
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Rank Centre Points
SECTION A
I JAYAMATHA SUNDAY SCHOOL , 739 Points
NITHIRAVILAI
1 HOLY FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL, 719 Points
MUKKUTTUKAL
HOLY CROSS SUNDAY SCHOOL , )
111 MALAICODE 216 Points
SECTION B
I DEVA MATHA SUNDAY SCHOOL , 206 Points
KILLIYOOR
1 ST. MICHEAL SUNDAY SCHOOL , 198 Poinis
KATTATHURAI
I ST. MARTIN DE PORES SUNDAY 196 Points
SCHOOL, KAZHUVANTHITTAI
SECTION C
I HOLY FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL , 254 Points
ARUKANY
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10 ST. THOMAS SUNDAY SCHOOL, 189 Points
PATHUKANY
I ST. MOTHER THERESA SUNDAY 172 Points
SCHOOL , KALLUVILAI
BesTMS 61T
wepssaill  usfléaErs  pupenowtar Q&SI SHEETD
(BB S WIS 6T, SI(HL_FCsH15 56T, o1 & ILIMTETTS 6T ,
SeDeveLOWTFRwTs 6, Db Aflwias 6, LOT6E0T6M &5 61T B)emmLnd &6l

SlOU(HGHGD  6ThIGET QSWD HeflbE BHTHeT.

QUMD & 515 5 61T

2% wpmIb 40 eu(pL BB Wwenpdsivell Afwgrs  usllutdy) Qb
oupLd  Geusiiall eflipr wPmud epll eipr QFmerTHL  lewarsh D
BANWTHEHS S LOOIOTIHS UMD BHI%BEHD  BEOTHIHEHLD

bz supLId Geusiall afilpr wPHmib el afilpr QsmssorT@D FPwis sir
1. Rev. Sr. Leema Rose FCC (25 Years)  -Thettivilai

2. Rev. Sr. Lisa Plathara SH (25 Years) - Pathukany

3. Rev. Sr. Elseena ASMI (25 Years) - Nithiravilai

4. Miss. Sudha (27 Years) - Malaicode

5. Mr. Jose (25 Years) - Malaicode

6. Mr. Selva Kumar (25 Years) - Malaicode

7. Mr. Rajesh (25 Years) - Malaicode

8. Mr. Berjin (25 Years) - Malaicode

9. Mrs. Rose Mary (40 Years) - Marappady
10. Mr . Vijaya Kumar (25 Years) - Manjalumoodu
1. Mrs. Thanka Rose(40Years) - Killiyoor

12. Mrs. Mimala Sekhar (27 Years) - Thettivilai

13. Mrs. Rani Alphonsa (27 Years) - Padanthalumoodu

YBLSHMS CRHSL QDTS HBLSEDS Lleomer Coalilwy
Bwewr Quid G mi B mI
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BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS AUGUST - 2023

Fr. Vinod Kanakalil 04
Fr. Shan Ayalloor 08
Fr. Rajesh Vayalumkal MCBS 09
Fr. Prince Cherippanattu 10
Fr. Robins Kuzhikodil 14
Fr. George Kandathil 14
Fr. Mathew Arekalam CMI 19
Fr. Vivek Kalarithara MCBS 29
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MONTHLY AGENDA - AUGUST 2023

DATE | DAY | TIME EVENTS
9.00 am KKSSS: Governing Body Meeting at
1 Tue KKSSS, Kalluvilai
11.00 am KKSSS: Annual General Body Meeting
: Vianney day celebration at Minor
4 o 09-00 am Seminary, Mukkuttukal
6 | Sun | 02.00 am SMYM: Half Day Seminar at Kalluvilai
0.00 am KKSSS: Quarterly Visit from CRS
9 | Wed India team to KKSSS
2.00 pm  Tenkasi Mission Meet at Pudur Border
10 | Thu | 09.00am Practice of New Tamil Taksa for Priests
at Sangamam
11 |Fri | 09.00am FA : Marriage Prepration course
St. Alphona Academy Cultural
12 s 09.00 am Competitions for Schools and Colleges
it at Nagercoil
09.00 am FA : Marriage Prepration course
13 |Sun | 02.00 pm CML : General Body meeting at
Kalluvilai
15  Mon ggw Taksa Implementation in the
iocese
KII : Diocese level Online Fancy dress
930 am Competition
15 | Mon SMYM: Feast day Celebration &
9.30 am Competition, Thuckalay-Plankalai
Forane at Plankalai
16 |Tue | 09.00am | KKSSS: Educare Class
KKSSS: Medical Camp at Orunooramvayal
19 |Sat |09.30 am | SINAI : One day convention -
Soosaipuram Forane at Soosaipuram
900am | St Vincent De Paul Annual Day
20 | Sun ' celebrations at Mukkoottukal
500 St. Alphona Academy Award Day at
SV PM Nagercoil
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KKSSS : Changing the Way We Care

25 |Fn 9.00 am | Project Asia Director visit to KKSSS
SINAI : One day convention at Retreat
Center, Kalluvilai
SMYM: Onam Celebration,
2.00 pm
26 | Sat 4.00 Padanthalumoodu Forane at
Y P padanthalumoodu
PULARI : Health care awareness
program at Senkottai
MJ : Bible Verse writing Competition
2.00 pm
27 | Sun 4.00 pm PULARI : Health care awareness
] program at Senkottai
31 |Thu 9.00am |KKSSS : Medical Camp at Palugal

Fr.Thomas Powathuparampil, Protosyncellus

BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - AUGUST 2023

DATE | DAY | TIME EVENTS
1-17 US Visit
18-19 CHAT meeting at Pondicherry
10.00 am | Feastday Mass at Plankarai
20 | Sat St. Alphonsa Academy Award Day at
2.00 pm | Nagercoil
21 -26 Syro Malabar Bishops’ Synod at
Kakkand
27 Sun Sneha Villa, Moolamattom
28 | Mon Sneha Villa, Moolamattom
29-31 Thuckalay, Bishop’s House
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ST. MARIA GORETTI CHURCH, ATHENCODE
PARISH FEAST, 05.07.2023

St. PaUL's CHURCH, THETTIYODE
PARISH FEAST, 02.07.2023



PurLARI SocCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY, PIRANOOR, TENKASI
WORLD GRANDPARENTS' DAY, 23.07.2023

MATHAR JOTHIS, MARGAM KALI, COMPETITION
PADANTHALUMOODU, 29.07.2023
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