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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISHI *P'S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District
Tamilnadu — 629175, India
Phone: +91-4651-250633
Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/136/2022

31 July 2022
Dear Readers,

Greetings from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

On 4 August, we keep the feast of St John Mary Vianney. As
patron of all priests, especially of the diocesan priests, the feast
is a suitable occasion for us to reflect upon the spirituality of the
diocesan priest. The vocation of diocesan priests consists in their
participa—tion in the ministerial priesthood of Christ through the
sacrament of Holy Orders, grounded within the context of service
to a particular diocese. This simplicity of their spirituality, unlike
that of a religious priest, does not denote a lack, but a certain
universality, as the priesthood is not defined by any one culture or
historical period.

When we look at the vocation of areligious priest, in contrast to that
of a diocesan priest, is it thought of primarily as the commitment
to a community and a specific style of spirituality and way of
life. For priests who belong to a religious congregation, it can
be argued that their priesthood itself is a secondary, though very
important facet of their vocation - a sort of a ‘call within a call.’
Even in specifically clerical orders, men are ordained only after
they have made their solemn or final profession.

The term ‘diocesan’ categorically comes from the root word
diocese - a district or see under the supervision of a bishop, and is
divided into parishes. Etymologically, the word diocese denotes
‘administration.” It signifies management of a household, and
hence, administration in general. Diocesan stands in contrast with
a religious congregation. It refers to a group of priests tasked to
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pastor a particular church or parish. Thus, a diocesan priest is
basically tasked to be a shepherd of his local church or parish in
the mould of the one and only Good Shepherd, Our Lord Jesus
Christ.

We can delineate the spirituality of a diocesan priest under three
heads, namely, Eucharistic, Pastoral and Marian.

Eucharistic Basis for the Spirituality of a Diocesan Priest

In 1983, addressing the US bishops in Rome during their ad limina
visit, St John Paul II said: “The spirituality of all diocesan priests is
linked to the Eucharist. Here they obtain the strength to make the
offering of their lives together with Jesus, high priest and victim of
salvation. Through the Eucharistic sacrifice, celi-bacy is confirmed.
From the cross, the Lord speaks to all his priests, inviting him to be,
with him, signs of contradiction.”

The centrality of the Eucharist in the life of the diocesan priest
is apparent. The Eucharistic celebration is a very important
element in his life. He celebrates it every day and through this
celebration, he is able to offer praise and worship to God and be
in daily communion with his parish community. In his encyclical
Ecclesia de Eucharistia, St John Paul II wrote: “If the Eucharist is
the centre and summit of the Church’s life, it is likewise the centre
and summit of priestly ministry. For this reason, the Eucharist
is the principal and central raison d’etre of the sacrament of
priesthood, which effectively came into being at the moment of
institution of the Eucharist.”

The Holy Eucharist is the greatest of all the sacraments. Baptism,
of course, is a necessary sacrament. As without it, we cannot
receive the other sacraments. Yet, despite all the wonderful things
the other six sacraments accomplish in the soul, they still are but
instruments of God for the giving of grace. But the Holy Eucharist
is not merely an instrument for the giving of grace. In it, the
actual Giver of grace Himself, Jesus Christ our Lord, is truly and
personally present. It is of no surprise, then, that Vatican II clearly
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specified that the Eucharist is the source and summit of Christian
life and the centre of the Christian community.

The Holy Eucharist is the gift that Jesus Christ makes of himself.
It reveals to us, God’s infinite love for every man and woman. This
wondrous sacrament makes manifest that ‘greater’ love which led
him to “lay down his life for his friends” (Jn 15:13). Jesus did
indeed love them “to the end” (Jn 13:1). In the same way, Jesus
continues, in the sacrament of the Eucharist, to love us to the end,
even to the extent of offering us his body and his blood.

The theology of the Eucharist is filled with meaning. There are
numerous ways the Eucharist is linked to dioce—san spirituality.
The three key tenets of the Eucharistic theology, namely, presence,
sacrifice and communion can also help us to understand the
Eucharistic spirituality of the diocesan priest.

Presence: The Eucharist is the primordial sacrament of Christ
everlasting presence here on earth. Jesus promised that the
disciples that he would be with them always until the end of
times. Christ’s perpetual presence is made manifest in the holy
mass where, according to the Council of Trent, Jesus is truly,
really and wholly present. Diocesan spirituality signifies that the
diocesan priest is to make Christ’s presence real, perpetual and
dynamic. As we were always told when we were seminarians,
people should always see Christ in us. If they fail to see Jesus in
us, it is because we are blocking his way. That is why we have to
always step aside so that Jesus can be seen and not to ourselves.
St Teresa Kolkata, during the First Worldwide Retreat for Priests
in Rome in 1991, exhorted the priests: “Dear priests of God, give
us Jesus, only Jesus, always Jesus.”

Sacrifice: When we say that the diocesan spirituality has to be
Eucharistic, it implies that the spiritual life of a diocesan priest
must be patterned after the Lord Jesus who sacrificed his very life
for the salvation of many. This means that a diocesan priest must
continually endeavour to approximate and develop the special
character of Christ’s Eucharistic act, that is, self-sacrificing love. The
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Eucharistic celebration must constantly remind diocesan priests
that his priesthood is not to be a source of livelihood but an act of
offering himself for the spiritual nourish-ment and an instrument of
salvation for his parish community.

Communion: St John Paul II, in his Encyclical Ecclesia de Eucharistia,
points out the relationship between Eucharist and communion.
He spoke of the memorial of Christ as “the supreme sacramental
manifestation of communion in the Church” The unity of ecclesial
communion is concretely manifested in the Christian communities
and is renewed at the celebration of the Eucharist, which unites them
and differentiates them in the particular Churches. The fact that the
one Eucharist is celebrated in each diocese around its own bishop
helps us to see how those particular Churches form communion
with the universal Church.

Thus, the Eucharist is the sacrament of unity. The ultimate aim
of the Eucharistic celebration is the building up of the Christian
community. An important element for the spirituality of the
diocesan priest springing forth from the Eucharist is unity. For the
diocesan priest, it entails his total availability to the diocese and to
the flock through his faithful promises of obedience and celibacy.
Through the Eucharist, the diocesan priest keeps his community
united. Thus, he becomes a unifier of his parish community.

Indeed, looking at diocesan spirituality in the perspective of the
Holy Eucharist is not only a profoundly theological but also a
practical approach to the spirituality of the diocesan priest.
Diocesan priests make their daily Mass the heart of the day.
They prepare for it by meditating on the readings beforehand, by
a spirit of prayer and recollection prior to Mass, by a reverent,
sincere celebration of the Mass, and by a period of thanksgiving
afterwards. If this could be faithfully done, we are on our way
to the spirituality of a diocesan priest, bringing Christ whom
they have offered up and received to our people, in our ministry,
throughout the day.
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Pastoral Basis for the Spirituality of a Diocesan Priest

The diocesan priests are primarily tasked to serve the parish
communities, and hence, they are in the forefront of pastoral
ministry. Their mission is truly hands-on in their task of service
to the Christian community and his spirituality can be said to be
both practical and functional.

Bishop Leonardo Medroso of Tagbilaran writes that the spirituality
of the diocesan clergy and his effectiveness in the ministry is to be
found from the very exercise of his priestly ministry. The priest
becomes what he administers. He grows in spirituality according
to the way he fulfils his priestly ministry. He becomes holy
because he deals with holy things. The Second Plenary Council
of the Philippines stressed it when it stated that a ministerial
spirituality requires the priest to exercise authentic and truthful
ministry. He attunes his heart and demeanour to the meaning of
his ministerial actions. He should seek to be an example of one
who heeds the Word of God and thus become a light to others.

The diocesan priests are appointed to become the administrator
and spiritual caretaker of their communities. In essence, the
diocesan priest embodies the shepherding ministry of the Lord
Jesus, the one and only Good Shepherd. In order to understand
this shepherding or pastoral ministry, we need to reflect on the
triple functions of the Church, namely, priestly, prophetic and
kingly ministry of the Church.

Marian Basis for the Spirituality of a Diocesan Priest

The Blessed Virgin Mary is the only one true mother, spouse
and exemplar of every diocesan priest. With her example and
intercession, the Blessed Virgin keeps vigilant watch over the
priestly life in the Church. The priests are called to have an ever
firmer and more tender devotion to the Virgin Mary and to show
it by imitating her virtues and praying to her often. By her fiat,
the Blessed Mother accepts in history the Saviour of humankind.
In her Magnificat she proclaims the advent of the Mystery of
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Salvation, the coming of the Messiah of the poor. The God of the
Covenant, whom the Virgin of Nazareth praises in song as her
spirit rejoices, is the God who casts down the mighty from their
thrones and raises up the lowly, fills the hungry with good things
and sends the rich away empty, scatters the proud and shows
mercy to those who fear him.

Looking to the heart of Mary, to the depth of her faith expressed
in the words of the Magnificat, the diocesan priests are called to
renew ever more fully in themselves the awareness that the truth
about God who saves cannot be separated from the manifestation
of his love of preference for the poor and humble, that love
which, celebrated in the Magnificat, is later expressed in the
words and works of Jesus. Mary is totally dependent upon God
and completely directed towards him by the impetus of her faith.
She is the most perfect image of faith, complete surrender on God
and total obedience to the will of the Father.

On 15 August, we celebrate the Assumption of Mary. It is one
of the four Marian dogmas of the Catholic Church. The word
‘assumption’ is derived from the Latin word assumptio meaning
‘taking up.” Pope Pius XII defined it in 1950 in his apostolic
constitution Munificentissimus Deus: “We proclaim and define
it to be a dogma revealed by God that the immaculate Mother of
God, Mary ever virgin, when the course of her earthly life was
finished, was taken up body and soul into the glory of heaven.”
The day also marks the 75th Independence Day of our country.
As we celebrate the Independence Day of our country and sing
proudly the national anthem, let us pray with Tagore, saying “Into
that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.” May
the Virgin Mary assumed into heaven intercede for all of us!

Yours in Christ Jesus,

1 George Rajendran SDB

Bishop of Thuckalay
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BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS- AUGUST- 2022

Fr. James Kanakalil 4

Fr. Rejesh Vayalumkal MCBS 9

Fr. Robins Kuzhikodil 14
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS AUGUST 2022

DAT DAY

TIME EVENTS
I Mon 09.00am >>Poondi TOT Health Care Meeting
2  Tue 07.00 am Poondi TOT Health Care Meeting
3 Wed Poondi TOT Health Care Meeting
09.30 am  Mukootukal: John Mariya Vianney
4  Thu celebration at Minor Seminary
03.30 pm  Curia Meeting
. 07.30 am  Sangamam: Consulters meeting
ri
02.30 pm Sangamam: College GB meeting
6 Sat 04.00 pm Kottayam : Kudamaloor parish Feast
day Conclusion
Kottayam: Kudamaloor Feast and
. B 07.00 am  pqitation of St. Devasagayam Relics
un
11.00 am Kottayam: Requiem Qurbana for
Benefactor
Nithravilai: Parish Feast Holy Qurbana
3 Rl 00:00pm and First Holy Communion
9 Tue 05.30 pm  Killiyoor: Marian Devotion
10 Wed 02.30 pm  Viruthunagar: FCC House Blessing
10.00 am  Bishop’s House: Meeting with Priests
11  Thu (Resourse persons)
06.00 pm  Mukootukal: Minor Seminary Visit
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12 Fri 05.30 pm  Plankarai: Feast Day Holy Qurbana
09.30 am  Sangamam: Pastoral Council Meeting
13 Sat Bishops House: Meeting with Friends
06.30 pm  from Germany
09.00 am  Thettiyodu: Golden Jubilee Conclusion Holy
14 Sun Qurbana
05.00 pm  Thenkasi Mission: Angels’ Meet
Paramanvilai: Parish Feast Holy Qurbana
15 Mon 09.00 am
>> Kakanad for Synod
16 Tue Kakanad: Synod Begins
17 -
2% Wed Synod
27 Sat 10.00 am  Kakanad: Synod Ends
06.30 am  Chembagatharisu: Feast Day Holy
28  Sun Qurbana
06.00 pm  Arukani: Blessing of Church main door
06.30am  CMC Thuckalay: Feast Day Holy
29  Mon Qurbana
10.00 am  Curia Meeting
30 Tue 09.30 am  Sangamam: Presbyteral Council
31 Wed 09.30am  Muzhucode: Marriage Holy Qurbana
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Rev. Fr. Robin Jose, Bishop’s Secretary
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Catechism Anniversary, Felicitating the
Teachers who Completed 25 Years of Service in
Catechetics, Padanthalumoodu, 77/07/2022

Training for the Kaikars and Accountants,
Sangamam, 17/07/2022
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