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Ref. No. Priests/GR/160/2024
31 JULY 2024

Dear Readers,

Greetings from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

We are entering the month of August, which is important for all
of us on various counts. The month begins with the celebration
of the feast of St John Mary Vianney, the patron of all priests,
especially the diocesan priests. In the middle of the month, we
have the twin solemnities of the Assumption of our Blessed Mother
and Independence Day. In this circular, I want to highlight the
significance of these events that we shall celebrate.

Born in 1786 in France, St John Mary Vianney overcame significant
struggles in his studies to become a priest. As the parish priest of Ars,
he transformed a spiritually neglected village into a model Christian
community through his extraordinary dedication, preaching, and
personal holiness.

Vianney was known for his profound humility, intense devotion to
God, strict asceticism, and commitment to prayer. He possessed
remarkable spiritual gifts, including the ability to read souls,
prophetic insight, and miraculous healing powers. His ministry was
characterised by long hours in the confessional, powerful preaching,
and a deep zeal for saving souls.

Key aspects of Vianney’s spiritual teachings included the universal
call to holiness, the importance of prayer, the value of mortification,
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, reverence for the Eucharist,
and a passionate concern for the salvation of souls. Despite
facing numerous challenges, including spiritual warfare, physical
exhaustion, and misunderstanding from fellow clergy, Vianney
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persevered in his ministry.

His legacy includes the transformation of Ars into a vibrant Christian
community, the renewal of sacramental life, and his ongoing
influence as a model of priestly holiness. Today, Ars remains a
popular pilgrimage site, with Vianney’s incorrupt body serving as a
sign of his sanctity.

Vianney’s life is relevant for us priests. It emphasises the importance
of personal holiness, dedication to prayer and penance, availability
for confession, simplicity of life and message, perseverance in
difficulties, and trust in God’s grace. St John Vianney’s extraordinary
life continues to inspire every priest to deeper holiness and more
ardent service to God and neighbour.

The Solemnity of the Assumption is a day of profound joy for the
Catholic Church. This feast commemorates the belief that Mary, the
mother of Jesus, was taken body and soul into heavenly glory at
the end of her earthly life. In 1950, Pope Pius XII formally defined
this long-held belief as a dogma of the Catholic Church through his
apostolic constitution, Munificentissimus Deus.

The Assumption holds deep theological significance. It affirms the
dignity of the human body, demonstrating that there is a place for our
physical selves in the spiritual realm. This dogma presents Mary as
a maternal figure in heaven, offering comfort and hope to believers.
The Church sees the Assumption as a natural extension of Mary’s
unique role in salvation history, beginning with her Immaculate
Conception and continuing through her life as the Mother of God.

The Catholic Church teaches that Mary’s body was glorified
immediately at the end of her earthly life, unlike other mortal beings
who must wait until the end of the world for bodily resurrection. This
divine gift is seen as fitting for the mother of Jesus. It's important
to note that the Assumption differs from Christ’s Ascension - while
Jesus ascended to Heaven by His power, Mary was taken up by
God’s power.

Mary’s Magnificat, her song of praise recorded in the Gospel of Luke,
is seen as a portrait of her soul and personality. It highlights two key
aspects of Mary’s character: her desire for God to be magnified in
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the world and her life and her deep connection to God’s word. These
qualities make Mary a model of faith and humility for all believers.

The Magnificat reflects Mary’s embrace of God’s greatness, which
stands in contrast to the fear that God might restrict human freedom -
a fear often seen as a core element of original sin and a temptation of
the modern age. Mary’s example encourages believers to recognise
God’s greatness as essential for human dignity and as a guide for
resolving disputes.

Mary becomes a model of one who lived immersed in God’s word,
which gave her wisdom, goodness, and strength. By affirming Mary’s
closeness to humanity despite her heavenly status, she becomes a
mother figure to whom people can always turn. This aspect of Marian
devotion provides comfort and inspiration to many believers.

The dogma of the Assumption, while not explicitly mentioned in
Scripture, is supported by a long tradition of belief and practice in
the Church. Early references to this belief date back to the second
and third centuries, and a rich tradition of iconography depicts Mary
entering Heaven bodily.

St John of Damascus, writing in the 8th century, recorded a tradition
that Mary died in the presence of all the Apostles. However, when
her tomb was opened at St Thomas’ request, it was found empty.
Thus, the Apostles concluded that her body had been taken up to
heaven.

The Church sees scriptural support for the Assumption in passages
that emphasise Mary’s perfect union with Jesus’ destiny as the
Saviour. This union is evident throughout Scripture, from Jesus’
birth to after his death, as seen in Mary’s miraculous conception of
Jesus, her prompting of Jesus during his first miracle at Cana, her
witness to his crucifixion, and her presence at Pentecost after Jesus’
death.

The timing of the dogma’s formal definition in 1950, coming in the
wake of World War II and at the onset of the Cold War, can be seen
as a spiritual affirmation of hope and the ultimate triumph of good
over evil. It offers a powerful counter-narrative to the materialistic
and often hopeless worldviews that gained prominence in the 20th
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century.

15 August also marks India’s Independence Day, commemorating
the nation’s liberation from British colonial rule in 1947. This
event was the culmination of a long and often difficult struggle for
freedom, led by figures such as Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru,
and countless others who dedicated their lives to the cause of Indian
sovereignty.

The path to independence was complex, involving strategies of
non-violent resistance, civil disobedience, and negotiations with
the British government. While independence brought joy and pride
to millions, it was also accompanied by the painful partition of the
subcontinent into India and Pakistan, leading to one of the largest
mass migrations in human history and tragic communal violence.

Prime Minister Nehru’s famous “Tryst with Destiny” speech
captured the spirit of the moment: “At the stroke of the midnight
hour, when the world sleeps, India will awake to life and freedom.”
This moment marked a major shift in global politics and inspired
anti-colonial movements worldwide.

In the decades since independence, India has emerged as a
significant player on the world stage. The country has produced
leaders who have made their mark in global politics and whose
vision encompassed every sphere of citizens’ lives. The nation takes
pride in its rich diversity - cultural, geographical, and natural - from
the Himalayas to its rivers, flora and fauna, agricultural lands, and
mineral resources.

While celebrating its independence and achievements, modern India
also faces numerous challenges. These include threats to its unity in
diversity, concerns about media independence, economic pressures
on the poor, ongoing border issues, disparities in education access,
high unemployment rates, environmental degradation, and social
issues such as human trafficking and corruption.

Natural disasters, floods, and droughts are becoming more common,
while pollution levels and destruction of ecosystems continue
to rise. The education system, which has the potential to liberate
and promote growth, is not accessible to many rural masses.
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Unemployment, especially among the educated, poses dangers for
the country's future.

As we reflect on India’s journey since independence, we are called to
be active participants in addressing these challenges. In the spirit of
nation-builders like Dr Ambedkar, who gave India its Constitution,
we must work towards building a society that upholds the ideals of
freedom, justice, and equality for all.

The teachings of saintly educators like St Philip Neri and St John
Bosco, who made their students become good Christians and honest
citizens, can inspire us in this task. As educators and citizens,
we are called to build bridges rather than walls and to contribute
significantly to uplifting the poor and marginalised.

While the Assumption of Mary and India’s Independence Day
may seem unrelated, they both represent significant moments
of transformation and hope. They remind us of the diverse ways
in which human history unfolds, encompassing both spiritual and
political dimensions. Both events speak to the human quest for
dignity, freedom, and transcendence.

As we commemorate these events, we are invited to reflect on our
role in building a better world. Whether through spiritual devotion
inspired by Mary’s example or through active citizenship in the
tradition of India's freedom fighters, we are called to contribute to
the ongoing story of human progress and liberation.

In the words of Rabindranath Tagore, we pray, “Into that heaven of
freedom, my father, let my country awake.” This sentiment echoes
both the spiritual elevation celebrated in the Assumption and the
aspirations of a free India, uniting our earthly struggles with our
highest ideals. As we face the challenges of our time, may we draw
inspiration from both our spiritual traditions and our national heritage
to work towards a more just, compassionate, and harmonious world.

St John Mary Vianney exemplified extraordinary holiness and
dedication in his priestly ministry. His life offers profound inspiration
for priests and lay Catholics alike. His extraordinary life as the Curé
of Ars continues to challenge and inspire both clergy and laity. His
single-minded devotion to God, sacrificial service to his flock and
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channels of supernatural grace make him a model for priests and a
powerful intercessor for the whole Church. As we celebrate his feast
day, may his example spur us all to deeper holiness and more ardent
service of God and neighbour. In an age of increasing secularisation
and challenges to faith, the witness of St John Vianney reminds us of
the transformative power of a life fully dedicated to God. His legacy
calls each of us to pursue sanctity with renewed vigour and to work
tirelessly for the salvation of souls. Likewise, may the Solemnity of
Assumption and the Independence Day celebration reawaken our
desire for true freedom, which is realised in our love for God and
exemplified in our service to humanity!

Yours in Christ Jesus,

\ "":;LL_—"_‘{E"{J_::-
T George Rajendran SDB

Bishop of Thuckalay
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Mar Raphael Thattil

Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

Port.No.0642/2024
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MONTHLY AGENDA - AUGUST 2024

DAT DAY

2  Fri

TIME

02.00 am

EVENTS

KKSSS : Cluster Meeting of Save a
Family Program at Kathiravan Colony,
Tenkasi

KKSSS : SHG Awareness Class @
Marappady

3 Sat

09.30 am

Vianney Day Celebrations at Minor
Seminary
Alphonsa Academy Inauguration @
Nagercoil

4  Sun

8 Thu

10 Sat

02.30 pm
03.00 pm

VP : CC Meeting (@ Padanthalummoodu

SMYM : Youth Forane Animators Meet
@ Nithiravilai and Padanthalummoodu

SMYM : Youth forane leaders election
@ Manjalummoodu

Chapel Blessing @ Chempagatharisu

02.00 pm

KKSSS : CLF Meeting @ Karode

12.30 pm
04.00 pm

Major Arch Bishop’s Visit

Reception @ Thuckalay Bishop’s
House Priests and Religious
sangamam and honoring the
Jubilarians @ Padanthalummoodu

11 Sun

08.00 am
02.00 pm

Visit to Parishes and Institutions of
the Diocese

Diocesan reception and Holy Qurbana
@ Nithiravilai

12 Mon

10.00 am
03.00 pm

Inter Diocesean Meet @
Changanacherry
UCC : Monthly Meeting
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02.30 pm
10.00 am

SMYM : Youth Forane Animators Meet
@ Kaliyal and Arukani

KKSSS : Independence day celebration
(@ Marappady

17

18

10.00 am
Sat 10.00 am
03.00 pm

02.00 pm

Sun 0530 pm

Mission Leaugue National level
coordinators meeting @ Bishop’s
House

St. Alphonsa Academy and Award
function @ Nagercoil

Uravium Cordinators Meeting @
Bishop’s House

Manjalummoodu - Kaliyal Forane
Executive Meeting

SMYM : Youth forane leaders election (@
Thuckalay-Plankalai

19

02.00pm

Mon  63°00pm

Syro Malabar Bishop’s Synod starts
@ Kakkanad

KKSSS : Cluster Meeting of Save a Family
Program (@ Puliyarai

UCC : UCC Karungal Monthly Vattaram
Meeting

21

Wed 10.00 am

KKSSS : Palliative Care review meeting @
Vayalinkarai

24

02.00 pm

Sat | 12,00 pm

UV : Uraviyam Forane Animators
Meeting

KKSSS : SHG Awareness Class @
Palugal

25

31

Sun | 02.30 pm

Sat 10.00 am
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SMYM : Youth forane leaders
election @ Nithiravilai and
Padanthalummoodu

KKSSS : Monthly review meeting @
Kalluvilai

FR. THOMAS POWATHUPARAMPIL, PROTOSYNCELLUS
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BISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS -AUGUST 2024

DAT DAY TIME EVENTS
I  Thu 10.00 am Thuckalay : Bishop’s House
2 Fri ~ 04.30 pm | Soosaipuram: Office of the dead
0930 am Mukkut'tukal: Vignney Dgy
3  Sat Celebrations at Minor Seminary
03.00 pm
Marapaddy: Office of the dead
03.00 Chempagatharisu : Chapel Blessing
4  Sun 0 6' 00 pE Plankalai: Silver Jubilee of Fr Joshy
VP Thevalakara CMI
5 Mon 05.00pm >>To Poondi
Tue - Poondi : TOT Health Commission
6-7 Wed 10.00 am Meeting >> Thuckalay
Thoothoor : Social work society,
8 Thu 10.00 am Annual day
03.00 pm ) )
Bishop’s House: Curia meeting
9 Fri 10.00 am Thuckalay : Liturgy committee meeting
Padanthalummoodu : Major Arch
10~ Sat  04.00 pm Bishop’s Visit
11 Sun 03.00 pm Nithiravilai: Major Arch Bishop’s Visit
12 Mon 10.00am Changanacherry : Inter Diocesan Meet
13 Tue 06.00 pm Paramanvilai : Feast Day Qurbana
Bishop’s House: Curia meetin
14 Wed 09.30 am ” p | | g
04.00 pm jsit to Minor Seminary
15 Thu  10.00 am Mission visit
16 Fri  06.00pm Thenlfas1 : Feast Day Qurbana at
Vanchinagar
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17 Sat 10.00 am

National Meeting

18 Sun 07.00am Pastoral Visit at Pathukani

Bishop’s House : Mission Leauge

1391- Mon  10.00 am I;;ﬁ:;zmad : Syro Malabar Bishop’s
- Fr. Liju Mathew, Bishop’s Secretary
BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS- AUGUST - 2024
FR. JOSHY THEVALAKKARA CMI 01
FR. SOORAJ KADAVIL MCBS 01
FR. VINOD KANAKALIL 04
FR. SHAN AYALLOOR 08
FR. RAJESH VAYALUMKAL MCBS 09
FR. PRINCE CHERIPPANATTU 10
FR. ROBINS KUZHIKODIL 14
FR. GEORGE KANDATHIL 14
FR. MATHEW AREKALAM CMI 19
FR. TIBIN KOOVALLOOR 22
FR. VIVEK KALARITHARA MCBS 29
FEASTDAY OF REV. FATHERS- AUGUST - 2024
FR. VIVEK KALARITHARA MCBS 08
FR. ROCKY(Binu)KULANGARA MCBS 16
FR. AUGUSTINE THALODIL 28
FR. TOBIN ALAPURACKAL 28
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PARISH FEAST, JuLy 07, 2024,
ST. THOMAS CHURCH, MATHAPURAM

“'" - i 7 v &

TENKASI MISSION, ONE DAY SEMINAR FOR CATECHISM
TEACHERS AND STUDENTS, PIRANOOR BOARDER, JULY 21, 2024

FIRST HoLY COMMUNION AND PARISH FEAST,
Jury 14, 2024, ST. BENEDICT'S CHURCH, BENGIRI



ST. ALPHONSA SHRINE FEAST,
Jury 28, 2024, NAGERCOIL

ST. VINENT DE PAUL, CENTRAL COUNCIL ANNIVERSARY,
Jury 14, 2024, NITHIRAVILAI
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