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Ref. No. Priests/GR/168/2025
Dear Readers, 31 March 2025

Greetings and prayerful wishes from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

In this circular letter, I wish to share with you some reflections on our
priestly vocation and ministry in light of Jesus, the Good Shepherd.
This meditation is intended to renew our priestly commitment and
deepen our understanding of what it means to be shepherds after the
heart of Christ in our contemporary context.

The image of the shepherd is one of the most ancient and powerful
symbols of God’s relationship with His people. In the Old Testament,
God is frequently portrayed as the shepherd of Israel (Psalm 23,
Ezekiel 34). In the New Testament, Jesus explicitly identifies Himself
as the Good Shepherd who knows His sheep cares for them, protects
them, and ultimately lays down His life for them. This powerful
image has significant implications for us who have been called to
share in Christ’s shepherding ministry.

Our vocation to the priesthood begins not with our decision but with
Christ’s choice. Each of us has been personally called by name, just
as the Good Shepherd “calls his own sheep by name” (Jn. 10:3). This
reality should fill us with both humility and confidence: humility
because we recognise that our vocation is a pure gift, not personal
achievement; confidence because He who has called us is faithful
and will equip us for the mission He has entrusted to us.

In the Syro-Malabar tradition, we understand priesthood as a
participation in Christ’s threefold ministry as prophet, priest, and
king. Our Eastern Fathers emphasise that the priest is an icon of
Christ, making Christ present to the community through word,
sacrament, and pastoral care. This understanding challenges us to

constant conversion so that we might become more transparent
icons of Christ the Good Shepherd.



I invite each of you to recall with gratitude the moment of your
calling - that mysterious encounter with the Divine Shepherd who
looked at you with love and said, “Follow me.” Perhaps it came
through a quiet inspiration, the example of another priest, or the
encouragement of family or friends. However it came, it was Christ
himself who called you, seeing in you the potential to be his hands
and heart for his people.

This divine choice should be a source of daily wonder and
thanksgiving. In moments of difficulty or doubt, return to this
fundamental truth: you are chosen by Christ for a sacred purpose. As
our Syro-Malabar liturgy beautifully expresses in the prayer before
the Gospel: “Lord our God, enlighten our hearts and minds to listen
to Your life-giving and divine commandments. In Your kindness
and mercy, grant that they bear in us the fruits of love, hope, and
salvation.”

Consecrated: Set Apart for Sacred Service

Our priesthood is not merely a function or a profession but a
consecration - a setting apart for sacred service. Through the laying
on of hands and the prayer of consecration, we have been configured
to Christ in a new and deep way. This ontological transformation is
not for our glory but for service to God’s people.

In the Syro-Malabar tradition, the rite of priestly ordination
beautifully expresses this reality. When the Bishop places the Kappa
on the newly ordained, he prays: “May the Lord clothe you with
the garment of salvation and the robe of gladness.” This external
sign points to the internal reality: we have been clothed with Christ
himself and are called to manifest his presence in the world.

This consecration affects every dimension of our lives. Our
“professional” identity as priests is not separated from our personal
lives. We are priests at all times - 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This
is not a burden but a privilege, for it means that Christ has claimed
us entirely for himself and his mission.

Our priestly ordination calls us to a life of integrity and holiness.
The faithful should be able to recognise in us men who have truly
given themselves to Christ and his Church. This requires ongoing
formation and a commitment to spiritual disciplines: daily prayer,
meditation on the Scriptures, celebration of the Divine Liturgy with



reverence and devotion, regular confession, and spiritual direction.

As ordained persons, we are called to live the evangelical counsels
according to our state of life. While diocesan priests do not take vows
of poverty, chastity, and obedience in the same way as religious,
these values should nevertheless shape our lives:

*The simplicity of life enables the priest to avoid
materialism  and conspicuous consumption and practise
generosity toward those in need.

*Celibate chastity is embraced not as a mere renunciation
but as a positive testimony to the all-sufficiency of

Christ and as a sign of the Kingdom where they “neither
marry nor are given in marriage” (Matthew 22:30).

*Obedience, not only to ecclesiastical authority
but fundamentally to God’s will asitis revealed in Scripture,
Tradition, and the needs of God’s people.

Sent: The Mission of Shepherding

The Good Shepherd is not stationary. He goes out in search of the
lost sheep. Similarly, our priestly vocation is essentially missionary.
We are sent to continue Christ’s mission of shepherding God’s
people, leading them to “green pastures” and “still waters” (Psalm 23:2).

What does it mean to shepherd God’s people in the context of
our Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Thuckalay? Let me suggest some
dimensions of this shepherding mission:

a. Shepherding through Word

As priests, we are called to break open the Word of God for our
people. This requires diligent study of Scripture, familiarity with our
rich Eastern theological tradition, and attentiveness to the signs of
the times. Our homilies should not be merely academic lectures or
moralistic exhortations, but life-giving encounters with the Word
made flesh.

In the Syro-Malabar tradition, the liturgy of the Word is rich with
symbolism: the procession with the Gospel, the incensing of the
Sacred Text, and the solemn proclamation. These rituals remind us
of the centrality of God’s Word in the life of the Church. As priests,
we must not only proclaim this Word but embody it in our lives.

I encourage you to establish Bible study groups in your parishes
to promote the practice of lectio divina and to ensure that your



preaching is rooted in deep prayer and reflection. Remember the
words of St Ephrem: “The Scriptures are like a mirror: if a monkey
looks in, no apostle will look out.”

b. Shepherding through Sacrament

Central to our priestly ministry is the celebration of the Holy
Qurbana and the other sacraments. In the Divine Liturgy, we present
Christ’s sacrifice of love and offer His Body and Blood as spiritual
nourishment for the faithful. This awesome responsibility should fill
us with reverence and awe.

I urge you to celebrate the liturgy with great care and devotion,
neither rushing through the prayers nor embellishing them with
personal additions. The beauty of our Syro-Malabar liturgical
tradition, when celebrated with reverence and proper understanding,
can lift the hearts of the faithful to heaven and strengthen them for
their Christian journey.

Remember that through the sacraments, especially Reconciliation
and Anointing of the Sick, we extend Christ’s healing touch to those
who are burdened by sin or suffering. Be generous in making these
sacraments available to your people, especially to the elderly and the
homebound.

c. Shepherding through Pastoral Care

The Good Shepherd knows his sheep individually. As parish
priests, we are called to know our people -their joys and sorrows,
their struggles and hopes. This requires presence and availability. A
shepherd who remains distant from the flock cannot effectively care
for them.

Make time for regular home visits, especially to the sick, the
elderly, and families in crisis. Be attentive to the youth, who face
many challenges in today’s complex world. Create opportunities for
faith formation and community building that respond to the needs of
different age groups and life situations.

In our Eparchy, with its diverse communities and mission stations,
pastoral care may sometimes require crossing cultural and linguistic
boundaries. Let us follow the example of Christ, who transcended
social barriers to reach those on the margins.

d. Shepherding through Leadership

As shepherds, we are called to care for and lead the flock.
This means providing vision and direction for our parishes and
communities, helping them discern God’s will and respond to the



challenges of our time.

Effective leadership involves empowering the laity to fulfil their
baptismal vocation. Encourage and support lay ministries, parish
councils, and Uraviams. Remember that the priest is not meant to do
everything himself but to “equip the saints for the work of ministry”
(Ephesians 4:12).

Leadership also requires courage to address difficult issues and to
speak the truth in love. Like the Good Shepherd who confronts the
wolf, we must sometimes oppose values and practices that threaten
our people’s spiritual well-being.

The Priest as Shepherd 24x7: Challenges and Graces

Being a shepherd after the heart of Christ is a 24/7 vocation.
Unlike a hired hand who works for wages and then goes home,
the shepherd’s commitment to the flock is constant and total. This
total dedication is both the challenge and the beauty of our priestly
vocation.

a. Challenges of the Contemporary Shepherding Ministry

Let us acknowledge some of the challenges we face in our
shepherding ministry today:

* The challenge of availability: In an age of instant communication,
people expect their priests to be constantly available. Finding a
healthy balance between accessibility and necessary boundaries for
prayer and rest is not easy.

* The challenge of secularism: We minister in a culture increasingly
shaped by secular values and consumerism. Helping our people to
live counter-cultural lives of faith requires wisdom and discernment.

* The challenge of unity: Our Eparchy encompasses diverse
communities with large territory. Building unity while respecting
diversity demands patience and inclusivity.

* The challenge of personal well-being: The demands of ministry
can sometimes lead to physical exhaustion, emotional depletion, and
spiritual dryness. Caring for ourselves is not selfish but necessary if
we are to care effectively for others.

b. Graces of Shepherding Ministry

Yet alongside these challenges are abundant graces:

* The grace of intimacy with Christ: Our ministry constantly



brings us into communion with Christ, especially in the celebration
of the sacraments and in prayer.

* The grace of meaningful relationships: As priests, we are
privileged to witness the most significant moments in people’s lives
- births, marriages, deaths, and moments of conversion and healing.

* The grace of witnessing transformation: We see firsthand how
God’s grace transforms lives, heals wounds, and brings hope to
situations of despair.

* The grace of community: We do not minister alone but as part
of a presbyterate, supporting and encouraging one another in our
common mission.

Dear Fathers, as we reflect on our vocation as shepherds after the
heart of Christ, let us renew our commitment to this sacred calling.
Let us ask the Good Shepherd to purify our motivations, strengthen
our resolve, and deepen our love for the flock entrusted to our care.

I encourage each of you to take time for personal prayer, especially
during the remaining days of Lent and Easter season, focusing on
your identity as a shepherd in the image of Christ. Reflect on the
words of St Augustine: “For you, I am a Bishop; with you, I am a
Christian.” For your people, you are a priest; with them, you are a
disciple on the journey of faith.

Let us support one another through fraternal gatherings, shared
prayer, and honest conversations about the joys and challenges of
ministry. Let us be attentive to signs of burnout or disillusionment in
our brother priests and offer support and encouragement.

Finally, let us entrust our priesthood to Mary, Mother of Priests
and Queen of Apostles. In our Syro-Malabar tradition, we honour
Mary as the perfect disciple who said “yes” to God’s call without
reservation. May she intercede for us so that we may follow her
example of faithful discipleship and selfless service!

CONCLUSION

As I conclude this circular, let me remind you that we are still
in the holy season of Lent. We are called upon to spend these
days spiritually undertaking the disciplines of prayer, fasting and
almsgiving in a meaningful way. Let us not lose the fervour of this
season and not deprive ourselves of the graces that this holy season
brings. During this period, even as we discipline our bodies through
self-denial and fasting, let us emphasise embodying the values we
preach. Let us underscore God’s love and how we need to embody



this love in our ministries. Love consists not in limiting God by
our human equations of love but by allowing God’s infinite love
to redefine our own utterly. Let us also prepare ourselves to enter
into the holiest week in the Catholic Calendar with the celebration
of the Palm Sunday on 13 April 2025. May the commemoration of
the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus enable us to become
shepherds after the heart of the Good Shepherd who willingly laid
down his life for his sheep!

bl bt
T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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DIOCESE LEVEL BIBLE QUIZ COMPETITION FOR STUDENTS 2024-25

RESULT
STD : V- BOYS
I Jefrin JD  (16.5/25) Mangarai
I Efrin E (14/25) Palappallam
n Sherjin Shibu S) (12.5/25) Varuthattu
STD : V- GIRLS
I Earlene Dizaa (17/25) Mangarai
Il Maria Brigitta CA (15.5/25) Nithiravilai
Il Sharmini KA (15.5/25) Padanthalumoodu
Il Alaina S Arun (13/25) Annikkarai
STD : VI- BOYS
I Jerson JD (22.5/2%) Mangarai
I Anisto JA Jefrin(18/25) Soosaipuram
I Gladin Antony CA (17/25) Nithiravilai
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STD : VI- GIRLS

I Leesha Riyani M (19.5/25) Mangarai

[ Disha Sharmin YS  (19/25) Varuthattu

[ Jenifer Mol J) (15.5/25) Kalluvilai

STD : VI- BOYS

[ Jinto S Jose  (22.5/25) Malaicode

I Rijo R J (19/25) Kattathurai

1 Abinav |V (17.5/2) Varuthattu
STD : VII- GIRLS

I Lina AS Jessy (23.5/25) Varuthattu

I Agna Blessy AR (17/25) Manjalumoodu
1] Hiba Angel ) (16.5/25) Nithiravilai
STD : VII- BOYS

I Jeshwin A (21/25) Soosaipuram
I Anto S Raj (16/25) Mezhacode
[ Geo Francisco (15/25) Varuthattu
STD : VII- GIRLS

I Aldrina Shanu AS  (16.5/25) Muzhucode

[ Adrin JA  (15/25) Pallikkonam

I Mary Jensiha C (12.5/25) Palappallam
STD : IX- BOYS

I Jan David  (15/25) Manjalumoodu

& Ol 6
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STD : IX- GRLS

I Aslin JA Jefna (17.5/25) Soosaipuram
I Anushka RB  (16/25) Manjalumoodu
Il Lakssana  (15.5/25) Nithiravilai
STD : X- BOYS

I Shalin SL  (19/25) Nithiravilai
[ Jjo RM (12/25) Vayalinkarai
1] Abin E (11.5/25) Malaicode
[ Jershon | (11.5/25) Palappallam
STD : X - GIRLS

I Ashini SB Clare (16.5/25) Karode

Il Dona Chris CG (15.5/25) Nithiravilai

[ Joelin Benila J (15/25) Mangarai
STD : XI- BOYS

I Stebin SC  (14/25) Mukkuttukal
I Ashwin JV (12/25) Varuthattu
Il Asfrin Mariyo D (11.5/25) Soosaipuram
STD : Xl - GIRLS

I Jenshika SC (17/25) Mangarai

Il Josmiya Lebernisha UL (16/25) Varuthattu
n Ashlin Femi C (14.5/25) Muzhucode

& O a6
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STD : Xl- BOYS

I Jobin S (14/25) Padanthalumoodu
I Austl A)  (10/25) Nithiravilai

Il Berlin Mijay P (9.5/25) Mangarai

Il Blessing S (9.5/25) Malaicode

STD : Xl - GIRLS

I Arshika AK  (23/25) Padanthalumoodu
[ Jemisha M (22/25) Mangarai

1 Ajaysha Daffini D (13/25) Fathimapuram

DIOCESE LEVEL BIBLE QUIZ COMPETITION FOR TEACHERS 2024-25

RESULT

GENTS

I Suju R (16/33) Manjalumoodu
I Seemon Raja V  (15/33) Pilankalai

n Ramesh P (12.5/33) Mukkuttukal
LADIES

I Jeevitha S (28/33) Soosaipuram
[ Jerlin ) (24.5/33) Munchirai

Il Shyni BS  (21/33) Neethipuram
1] Mary Hida (21/33) Pallikkonam
v Asha Rani  (20/33) Mathapuram
\Y Jana Jayanthi  (20/33) Thackalivilai
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2. Love, teenage,
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1. Stop blame game

2. Mirror effect (commitment, responsibility )

3. Look at my self

4. Social identity

5. Empathy

6. Engineering the solution
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MONTHLY AGENDA - APRIL 2025

DATE DAY EVENTS

1 Tue SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

VC: Adoration for Vocation
4 Fri (Padanthalumoodu Forane)
SINAI: Retreat at Vattakottai

5 Sat TM: Mission Meet

KKSSS: Gatekeeping Programme for Parish
Council and Pious Association leaders at
Malaicode

6 Sun LC: Central Council Meeting at Kalluvilai
SMYM: Central Training

SVP: CC Meeting

MIG: Online Way of the Cross

7 Mon KKSSS: Awareness on World Health Day at

Mukkoottukal

2 Tue Forane Vicar’s Meeting at Thuckalay
SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

9 Wed ET: Mission Meet

10 Thu CML: National Secretariat meeting

11 Fri FA: Marriage Preparation Course
CAT: Promoters Meet at Kalluvilai
KII: Committee meeting at Kalluvilai

12 Sat SINAI: Evening Retreat at Malaicode

SMYM: Padanthalumoodu Forane Unit visit
MS: Way of the Cross in Presidiums
FA: Marriage Preparation Course

GG
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KKSSS: Gatekeeping Programme for Parish
Council and Pious Association leaders at

13 | Sun Muzhucode
LC: Forane Leaders Meeting
SVP: AC Meeting
Birthday of Bishop Mar George Rajendran
SDB Vestition and Minor Orders at
14 Mon Sangamam
EIRD: Kanyakumari United Christian
Council Meeting
Diaconate Ordinations at Paraicode
15 Tue
SINAI: Intercessory Prayer
16 Wed Recollection for Priests and Religious at
Kalluvilai
17 Thu Maundy Thursday
18 Fri Good Friday
20 | Sun Easter Sunday
71 Mon EIRD: Regional United Christian Council
Meeting
St. George Patron’s day of Mar George
24 Thu Rajendran SDB
25 Fri MIG: Core Committee Meeting
CAT: Diocesan VPV Training for Teachers at
Kalluvilai
CML: National Executive Committee
Meeting
26 Sat

KII: Animators meeting at Kalluvilai

SINAIL: One day Retreat at Kalluvilai
SMYM: Padanthalumoodu Forane Gathering
STI: End of the Academic Year

0Ub/0412025
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CAT: VPV Begins CAT: 2nd Sem
Examination (Scholarship Exam)X-XII at
Respective Foranes

27 Sun MJ: 2025 Opening ceremony

SVP: Youth Seminar

SMYM: Padanthalumoodu Forane Unit visit
& Forane gathering

28 Mon KKSSS: PRI Meeting at Kollamcode

29 Tue SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

30 | Wed Ordination of Dn. Sunil at Killiyoor

FR.THOMAS POWATHUPARAMPIL, PROTOSYNCELLUS

BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS - APRIL - 2024

FR. ANTONY MADAPURACKAL 01
FR. ABY POOVATHUMMOOTTIL 01
FR. VINU D JOSEPH 02
FR. JIMMY THEKKEKADUMATHIL 04
FR. AJEESH ATTIYIL 08
FR.]JOSY PUTHEPURACKAL 10
FR. JUSTIN SUTHEESH 11
MAR GEORGE RAJENDRAN SDB 14
FR. DENCY MUNDUNADACKAL 14
FR. THOMAS THEKKETHALA CMI 15
FR. SEBASTIAN POTHENPARAMPIL MST 19
FR. CHARLES MUNDAKATHIL CMI 20
FR.JACOB AYAMMATHRA 22

& O a5 6
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - APRIL 2025

DATE

DAY

TIME EVENTS

1 Tue 10.00 am Kaduth’uruthy: Visit to Dn.
Anoop’s Home

2 Wed | 10.00 am | Bishop’s House

3 Thu 1030 am Velltarada: Holy Qurbana at
Kurisumala

4 Fri 09.30 am | Bishop’s House: Curia Meeting

5 Sat 10.00 am | Bishop’s House

6 Sun | 08.00 am | Athencode: Pastoral Visit

7 Mon | 10.00 am | Bishop’s House

2 Tue 10.00 am Blshqp s House: Forane Vicars
Meeting

9 Wed | 10.00 am Killiyoor : Visit to Dn. Sunil’s
Home
Bishop’s House: Meeting

10 Thu | 09.30 am | Seminarians of Minor & Major
Orders

11 Fri 10.00 am | Bishop’s House: Curia Meeting
Pilgrimage to Christ Jubilee Year

12 Sat 10.00 am Pilgrim Centers of the Diocese

06.00 am | Mankarai: Palm Sunday
13 Sun )
05.00 pm | Kayathar: Church Blessing

S0P G
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Sangamam: Vestition & Minor
07.00 am
14 Mon Orders . . .
09.30 am | Sangamam: Meeting with Major
Seminarians
15 Tue 05.30 pm | Paraicode: Diaconate Ordination
Kalluvilai: Recollection for Priests
10.00 am | and Religious
16 Wed )
05.00 pm | Thirumoolanagar: Feast day
Qurbana
17 Thu 06.30 pm | Mekkarai: Maundy Thursday
18 Fri 09.00 am | Mukoottukal : Good Friday
19 Sat Anayadi: Easter Celebrations
10.30 pm
20-28 Holy Land Visit: Bishops’ meeting
at Holy Land
29 Tue Prayer Day
30 Wed 09.00 am Killiyoor: Ordination of Dn. Sunil
Antony

FR. LIJU MATHEW, BISHOP'S SECRETARY

FEASTDAYS OF REV.FATHERS - APRIL 2025
MAR GEORGE RAJENDRAN SDB 24
FR. GEORGE KANDATHIL 24
FR. CHARLES MUNDAKATHIL CMI 24
FR. GEO CHOOZHIKUNNEL 24
FR.SINOY PANACKACHALIL MCBS 24
FR. SUMESH VALLIYAMTHADATHIL 24
FR. VIVEK KALARITHARA MCBS 24
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CATECHISM TEACHERS' HMS' MEETING,

|

PASTORAL VISIT,
MARCH 9, 2025, KARODE

= gLl

PASTORAL VISIT
MARCH 23, 2025, KAZHUVANTHITTAI



MIGRANTS' MEET
16 MARCH, 2025, BANGALORE
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