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HAPPY EASTER - THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISH{ *P'S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District
Tamilnadu - 629175, India
Phone: +91-4651-250633
Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/180/2026
Dear Readers, 31 March 2026

As we prepare to celebrate the glorious mystery of the Resurrection
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, I greet each of you with joy and pastoral
fraternity from the Bishop’s House, Thuckalay. Easter is the living
heartbeat of our faith, the foundation of our priestly vocation, and
the inexhaustible spring from which our apostolic zeal flows. I invite
each of you to reflect on what Easter truly meant for three witnesses
who stood at the very threshold of the Resurrection: St Mary
Magdalene, the Disciples, and our Blessed Mother Mary. In their
experience, may we discover the deeper meaning of our own Easter
faith and the joy of our priestly mission.

From Grief to Encounter

St Mary Magdalene holds a unique place in the Easter story. While
many had fled and fear had silenced voices, she remained weeping
at the tomb - not for lack of courage, but because she loved deeply.
From her, seven demons had been cast out (Lk 8:2); she had been
restored from fragmentation to wholeness. And now, the One who
had given her life back seemed to have been taken away forever.
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” (Jn
20:15). These words, initially mistaken for those of a gardener, are
the most tender question the Risen Lord could ask. Easter began for
Mary not in triumph but in tears. She sought the dead Christ; she
had not yet imagined the living One. This is a profoundly human
condition: we often seek God in the familiar, in what we can see and
verify. Yet the Risen Lord shatters every such expectation.

When Jesus called her name - “Mary” - everything changed in a
single word. He did not first appear to the powerful or the learned,
but to one who had known both brokenness and healing, whose love
kept her faithful when logic said there was nothing left to hope for.

Pope Francis described St Mary Magdalene as the Apostola
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Apostolorum, the Apostle to the Apostles. “Go and tell my brothers”
(Jn 20:17). She, who came to embalm a corpse, was sent to proclaim
a living Lord. This transformation is not accidental. It reflects the
pattern of every genuine Easter faith — and it also shapes every
priestly vocation. We, too, dear Fathers, are called to bring the joy
of the Risen Christ to those who weep and to those who have not yet
heard their name called by the Lord.

From Fear to Mission

On that first Easter Sunday, the disciples were behind locked doors
“for fear of the Jews” (Jn 20:19). These were men who had walked
with Jesus for three years, witnessed his miracles, and shared his
table. Yet fear had paralysed them. The crucifixion had shattered
their dream of a messianic kingdom. Peter had denied him, and most
had fled.

Their locked doors are not merely physical. They are spiritual and
psychological, symbolising the closing of hope and retreat into self-
protection when life overwhelms. How often do we encounter such
locked doors — not of wood and iron, but of the heart? Fear of
failure, of change, of the future of our mission in the diverse and
complex region of our Eparchy?

Into this locked room entered the Risen Christ. His first word was not
a rebuke but a gift: “Peace be with you” (Jn 20:19). He showed them
his hands and his side — not to prove a point but to reassure them
that it was truly he, the One who had loved them to the end. “The
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord” (Jn 20:20). It was not
argument or evidence that changed them. It was his presence. This
is why the Eucharist is not merely ritual but a genuine encounter. At
every Mass, we receive the Risen Christ and are sent: “As the Father
has sent me, so I send you” (Jn 20:21).

Jesus breathed on them: “Receive the Holy Spirit” (Jn 20:22). The
imagery recalls the original breath of life in Genesis 2:7. Easter
signifies a new creation. The community of frightened followers
becomes the Church — missionary, Spirit-filled, forgiving, and
witnessing.

Thomas, absent and doubtful for a week, was not disqualified. The
Risen Lord returned specifically for him. Easter is patient. It seeks
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out the doubter, the sceptic, the one who needs to touch the wounds.
“My Lord and my God!” — Thomas’s confession ranks among the
most profound in the entire Gospel. His Easter came a week late,
but it arrived, and it was complete. As we revere him as the father
of our Church, let us imitate him in his deep attachment and faith in
the risen Christ!

At the Sea of Tiberias (Jn 21), the disciples had returned to their
nets — to the familiar. Peter’s reinstatement is among the most
moving passages in Scripture. Three times: “Do you love me?” —
corresponding to the three denials. Each affirmation was met not
with condemnation but with commission: “Feed my lambs... tend
my sheep... feed my sheep.” For Peter, Easter meant rehabilitation,
recommissioning, and a renewed mission. Easter does not demand
perfection. It calls for openness. The Risen Christ comes to us in our
locked rooms, in our moments of failure and doubt. He asks: “Do
you love me?” Our answer, lived out daily in fidelity to our priestly
vocation, is our Easter proclamation.

From Compassion to Maternal Intercession

The Scriptures do not mention a Resurrection appearance to Mary,
the Mother of Jesus. However, the entire tradition of the Church
maintains that the Risen Christ appeared first to his Mother. This
belief is shared by saints such as Ignatius of Loyola and Alphonsus
Liguori, and it aligns with the logic of love. Would the Son, who
loved his own to the very end, have failed to visit the one who bore
him, who remained faithfully by the foot of the cross?

If Good Friday was the sword that pierced her soul (Lk 2:35), then
Easter was its reversal — the vindication of every act of faith Mary
had ever made, from her Fiat to the silent vigil of Holy Saturday.

That Holy Saturday offers a profound theological insight: when the
disciples had scattered, and all seemed lost, Mary alone maintained
the faith of the entire Church. Her faith was not naive optimism
but the result of a lifelong journey of contemplation, surrender, and
trust. She did not know the how or when of the Resurrection, but she
knew the Who — and that was sufficient.

Easter transformed Mary’s role. From Mother of the Lord, she
became Mother of the Church (Jn 19:27), present at Pentecost
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(Acts 1:14) and gathered with the disciples in prayer. Her maternal
intercession continues. We, as priests of the Eparchy of Thuckalay,
serve under her maternal care, and we draw from this Easter grace
as we shepherd our people.

Easter Joy Multiplied

The joy of Easter is greatly enhanced in our Eparchy this season
by the gift of three priestly ordinations. Our Lord, the Lord of the
harvest, is kind to us. As you know, I will ordain our three deacons
Bibin Vettakonam, Bibin K.J and Tony Kallamparmpil to the Sacred
Priesthood on 7, 8, and 14 April 2026.

I warmly invite and urge all the priests of the Eparchy to make every
effort to attend these ordinations. The ordination of a priest is not
merely a personal celebration; it is a grace for the entire Eparchy.
Your presence, dear Fathers, signifies our priestly fraternity and
the communion that unites us as shepherds of one flock. The newly
ordained will draw strength and encouragement from the witness of
their brother priests.

Vocation Month in Our Eparchy

The month of April is observed in our Eparchy as Vocation Month, a
time dedicated to prayer, awareness, and action to encourage priestly
and religious vocations. This is not a minor issue but a matter of
crucial importance for the future of our Church. The Eparchy of
Thuckalay has been blessed with generous and dedicated priests and
religious; however, the harvest is plentiful, and the workers must be
increased. Every vocation that is nurtured and answered is a gift not
only to the Church but also to the families and communities of our
Eparchy.

We will organise a “come and see” Vocation Camp scheduled for
17 and 18 April 2026. This camp will gather young men who are
discerning a call to priestly or religious life, providing them with
a space for prayer, reflection, and encounter with the Lord. I ask
each parish priest to identify promising, spiritually inclined young
men in their parishes and personally invite them to participate in
the Vocation Camp on 17 and 18 April 2026. Speak to their parents,
encourage them from the pulpit, and — above all — pray with and
for them. A word from a priest can make all the difference to a young
heart that is wavering.
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Let this Easter season, with its message of new life and fresh
beginnings, be the moment when a future priest says his own Fiat to
the Lord’s call.

Preparing Our Young in Faith

As the academic year approaches its end, our students across the
Eparchy are writing their annual examinations. I recognise the
significant pressure this period places on young people and their
families, and I encourage you all to keep them in your prayers and
offer any pastoral support you can during this challenging time.

Following the conclusion of examinations, we will organise the VPV
(Visvasa Payirchi Vizha) across all parishes of the Eparchy. This is
a valued and vital initiative that educates our young Catholics in the
core aspects of their faith, liturgical life, Scripture, and the moral
and sacramental life of the Church. It presents an irreplaceable
opportunity to strengthen the faith of our youth during a formative
stage of their lives.

I earnestly encourage each parish priest to begin preparing the
students early, so that the VPV can start without delay once the
examinations are finished. Preparation should involve, of course
with the support of Catechetical department, identifying catechists
and resource persons, organising the student groups by age and
level, planning the programme schedule, and ensuring families
are informed and supportive. The VPV is most effective when it is
well-organised and when students arrive prepared and eager. Let us
not treat it merely as a routine activity; instead, let it be a sincere
encounter between our young people and the Church’s living faith.

A Renewed Pastoral Zeal

Dear Fathers, as we celebrate Easter, let us embrace the mystery
of the Resurrection to be renewed from within. Mary Magdalene
discovered the Risen Lord in a garden at dawn — in tears, in love,
in fidelity. The disciples encountered him through locked doors,
through wounds, in the breaking of bread, beside an ordinary lake.
The Blessed Mother welcomed him in the silence of a faith that had
never ceased believing. Each of these encounters reveals a different
facet of Easter grace, and each one speaks to us as priests.

We, too, will discover the Risen Lord in our tears and loyalty, in
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our fear and openness, in our pondering and trust. In the words of
St Augustine: “We are Easter people, and Alleluia is our song!” Let
that Alleluia resound in every parish and chapel, in every home we
visit and every sacrament we administer, across all the cherished
communities of our Eparchy.

CONCLUSION

On 12 April, the Second Sunday of Easter, we observe Divine Mercy
Sunday, rooted in the mystical revelations of St Faustina Kowalska
and enriched by special promises from Our Lord and indulgences
granted by the Holy See. I invite each of you, dear Fathers, to make
this a day of authentic encounter with the merciful heart of Christ
for your communities — through the solemn recitation of the Divine
Mercy Chaplet, the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
and other suitable devotional programmes in your parishes.

I also wish to encourage you to stay attentive to our ongoing
missionary outreach in the extended territories of our Eparchy. As
we rejoice in the Risen Lord who sends us as the Father sent him, let
us renew our missionary zeal and invoke His blessing upon all our
initiatives, so that the Gospel may reach every corner of the flock
entrusted to our care.

I extend my prayerful wishes for a blessed and grace-filled Easter to
each of you, to your parishioners, to your families, and to all those
in your pastoral care. May the Risen Lord walk beside you and fill
you with His peace!

With my prayers and blessings,

Yours in Christ Jesus,

A t;EJk::iE:iL;:-
T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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FEASTDAYS OF REV. FATHERS - APRIL 2026

MAR GEORGE RAJENDRAN SDB 24
FR. AMENTO EDAKKOOTTATHIL 24
FR. GEORGE KANDATHIL 24
FR. CHARLES MUNDAKATHIL CMI 24
FR. GEO CHOOZHIKUNNEL 24
FR. GEORGE KALANGARA SDB 24
FR.]JOJO VARGHESE MATTATHIL CMI 24
FR.VARGHESE KOTTOOR CMI 24
FR.BIBIN K] 24
FR. SUMESH VALLIYAMTHADATHIL 24
FR. VIVEK KALARITHARA MCBS 24
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MONTHLY AGENDA - APRIL 2026

DATE DAY EVENTS
1 Wed Recollection for Priests & Religious @ Kalluvilai
2 Thu Pesaha Thursday
3 Fri Passion Friday
4 Sat Great Saturday
5 Sun Easter Sunday: Resurrection of Our Lord
7 Tue Priestly ordination - Dn. Bibin Vettakkonam
Priestly ordination - Dn. Bibin K J
3 Wed KKSSS: Sidha Camp
¢ HC: World Health Day Celebration and
Volunteers Meet
10 Fri FA: Marriage Preparation Course
KII: Committee Meeting
1 Sat FA: Marriage Preparation Course
a MJ: Diocesan Leaders Meet
TM: Mission Meet
URM: Parish Visit
CAT: Second Semester Examination (Std X, XI,
12 S XII)
u VC: Vocation Promotors Visit — Padanthalumoodu
Forane
SVP: AC Meeting
Birthday of Our Bishop Mar George Rajendran
SDB
14 Tue Priestly ordination - Dn. Tony
MS: Curia training at Manjalumoodu
CMC Vestition & First Profession
KKSSS: Vocational training for Students &
18 Sat
Parents
ASc: Staff Day
CML: Nooru Meni MIG: Second Bangalore
19 Sun
Sangamam
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ET: Mission Meet
KKSSS: Old Educare Students Get-together

21 Tue FA: Doctor’s Visit

20 Mon

St. George Patron’s Day of Mar George
24 Fri Rajendran SDB
KKSSS: Awareness on Girl Child Day

SINAI: One Day Retreat

CAT: VPV Training

KII: Animators Meeting

PC: Gathering of the Media Team Members

25 Sat

World Prayer Day for Vocation

VC: Vocation Prayer and Awareness in all
Parishes

URM: Uraviyam Organizers Meeting

CAT: Scholarship Examinations (Std III — Std IX)
CAT: VPV Begins at Parish Level

SMYM: Padanthalumoodu Unit Visit & Forane
Gathering

MJ: Unit Visit

SVP: Youth Seminar

26 Sun

28 Tue Priests’ Conference

FR. JOSE MUTTATHUPADAM, PROTOSYNCELLUS
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - APRIL 2026

DATE |- DAY Il TIME EVENTS

Kalluvilai: Recollection for

I Wed 09.00 am priests and religious
Kunnuvilai: Pesaha Thursday
Muzhucode: Passion Friday

3 Fri ! ;'00 am Liturgy Karode: Way of the

02.00 pm | Cross

4 Sat 10.00 pm | Mathapuram: Easter Qurbana

5 Sun Easter: Resurrection of our Lord
Bishop’s House — Prayer Day >>

6 Mon Anchel
Venchempu: Priestly ordination

7 Tue 09.00 am | - Dn. Bibin Vettakkonam >>
Idukki: Bishop’s House
Thinkalkadu: Priestly ordination

8 Wed 09.00 am -Dn. Bibin K J

9 Thu 06.30 am Moolamattam: Remembrance

Holy Qurbana|Snehavilla

Pala: Centenary Birthday of Mar

10 Fri 06.00 pm Joseph Pallikkaparampil

Trichy: Election Orientation

; . 09.30 am Meeting
06.00 pm Angoorpalayam: Easter

PV P celebration >> Kanjirappally
12 Sun Thamarassery: Bishop’s House
13 Mon Mananthavady: Bishop’s House

Sisumala: Priestly ordination Dn.

14 Tue | 09.00am | g S ckatay
15 Wed Bishop’s House: Benefactors

visit

o
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16 Thu 9.00 am | Thuckalay: Curia Meeting
10.00 am | Mukkoottukal: Meeting the
Major Seminarians with Curia
17 Fri Members
Mukkoottukal: Meeting with
05.00 pm | Vocation Camp Students
18 Sat [ 09.00 am | Hhuckalay: CMC First
Mezhacode: St. Francis Year
12 ST 04.00 pm Inauguration Holy Qurbana
Kamarajnagar: Holy
20 Mon Qurbana|Major Seminarians
Work Camp
21-22 | Tue-Wed Palakkad: Father’s Picnic
23 Thu Bishop’s House
- Kamarajnagar: Last Day of
24 Fri 08.30 am Major Sem%narians Work Camp
25 | s | 06.00 pm| Anayadi: Feast Day Holy
Munchirai: Feast Day Qurbana
AL S 10.00 am | ¢ "S5lemn Holy Communion
27 Mon 10.00 am | Utharamcode: Nidhi Blessing
09.30 am | Sangamam: Priests’ Conference
28 Tue Karode: Shrine Blessing & Holy
06.00 pm | Qurbana
29 Wed 09.00 am | Bishop’s House: Curia Meeting
30 Thu 11.00 am Thottaikadu: Solemn Holy

Communion

& @ D il 5 611
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FR. SUNIL ANTONY, SECRETARY TO BISHOP
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