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Ref. No. Priests/GR/144/2023

31 March 2023

Dear Readers,

Greetings and prayerful wishes from Bishop's House, Thuckalay!

In this circular I would like reflect with you HOLY WEEK, the
last and the agonising days of Jesus who died for our salvation.
I am sure, this will help us spiritually and also to prepare our
faithful to enter into this Holy Week in a prayerful manner.

Fifty days of our Lenten campaign, which we commenced on
Ash Monday, are coming to an end. We are about to enter the final
week of Lent, the Holy Week. In Jesus™ own time, these seven
days were called the Passover. For us Christians, these seven days
include the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, followed
by the betrayal, condemnation, and death of Jesus, climaxing
on Easter Sunday with the resurrection of Jesus. These seven
days have been the subject of thousands of sermons, numerous
books, plays, and films. They have inspired great painters, artists,
sculptors, and musicians. To fathom the cultural and historical
impact of these seven days is impossible. It is also arduous to
account for the scores of men and women whose lives have been
transformed by the events of Holy Week.

The first day is known as Palm Sunday, which recalls Jesus*
arrival in Jerusalem. On Palm Sunday, the faithful hold the blessed
palm branches and re-enact Christ™s entry into the eternal city of
Jerusalem, accompanied by a huge crowd. People lined up the
streets and waved palm branches as he rode on a donkey. They
spread their cloaks too on the road to soften his path and show
reverence to the “Son of David.” It was a time of great jubilation.

The Gospels narrated that Jesus rode triumphantly to Jerusalem
on a donkey to the shouts of “Hosanna,” fulfilling an old prophecy
that we read in Zechariah 9:9: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of
Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh
unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon
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an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.” The crowd was excited.
The man they knew as Jesus was arriving in Jerusalem, coming to
celebrate Passover, and they hoped that he would save them from
the persecution and tyranny of Roman rule. In the Gospel of St
Luke, we read how they shouted:

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord. Peace
in heaven and glory in the highest!” (Luke 19:38). Little did they
know that what they waited for was not what they would get.
God‘'s ways are not our ways.

On Monday, the second day, Jesus walked into the temple and
found the tables of money changers and the stalls of animals. This
was the great temple of Jerusalem — the place of the Ark of the
Covenant, the house of God. The temple authorities had been using
the Second Commandment about “no graven images” to cheat the
people by making them exchange their Roman money for Jewish
shekels. They made the temple a place of business and profit
rather than a place of prayer. Zeal for his Father*s housemade
Jesus overturns the tables and drives all the animal sellers out
of the temple. On Tuesday, Jesus taught in parables, warning the
people against the religious authorities who cheated them. In his
preaching, Jesus has been strong against those who did not live
and practise what they preach. As is given in the Gospel of John,
Jesus also predicted his own death and resurrection when he said,
“Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days” (Jn
2:19).

Wednesday of the Holy Week is sometimes also known as
“betrayal day.” This is the day when Judas met the Jewish religious
leaders, made a deal with them to identify Jesus the following
night with a kiss, and betrayed his master for thirty pieces of
silver. The thirty pieces of silver were the price for the purchase
of a slave at that time. On Maundy Thursday, in the Upper Room,
Jesus celebrated the Passover meal with his disciples. He gave it
a new meaning for the entire Jewish celebration. The breaking of
the bread is no longer a remembrance of the Exodus from Egypt.
Instead, it became a reminder of his broken body and blood-
shedding. The meal came to be known as “The Last Supper”
or “the Eucharist.” He commissioned the Apostles to keep
celebrating this memorial when he said: “Do this in remembrance
of me.” He made a passionate prayer for unity, washed the feet of
his disciples, and gave them a new commandment of love.
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Soon after the last supper, Jesus and his disciples went to the
Garden of Gethsemane to “watch and pray.” It was while he
was in the garden of Gethsemane that the Jewish officials and
Roman soldiers, led by Judas Iscariot, came and arrested Jesus.
Judas kissed him and addressed him as “Master.” Jesus had also
foretold that he would not only be betrayed but also denied by
his close friends. Peter, on whom he would establish his church,
denied Jesus three times before the cock crowed, just as Jesus had
foretold.

Friday is known as “Good Friday.” It is termed “good” to mean
not so much pleasant or fun but to refer to “holy” or “pious.”
Deserted by his disciples, Jesus suffered malicious and false
accusations and a trial in the court of Pontius Pilate. He was
condemned to be crucified due to the instigation of the religious
leaders. The Bible tells us that Pilate was warned by his wife, who
was influenced by a dream that Jesus was innocent. The crowd,
however, wanted Jesus to be crucified, and succumbing to the
pressure, Pilate condemned Jesus to death. The innocent lamb
suffered silently from the scourges, the sharp thorns of the crown,
spittle, and violent slaps. He was made to carry his own cross to
“The Place of the Skull” and was crucified. After three hours of
agony on the cross, he breathed his last and was later buried in a
tomb owned by Joseph of Arimathea.

Holy Saturday remembers the day when Jesus lay in the tomb.
The women had hurriedly anointed his body before the burial with
oils and spices, as was the Jewish custom. Evidently, they wanted
to anoint it again early on Sunday morning. No one understood
at that moment his words, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it
again in three days” (Jn 2:19). He was talking about himself and
his resurrection.

On Easter Sunday, Jesus rose from the dead, as he had said
many times earlier. The stone rolled away, and inside the tomb,
only the linen, that was used to wrap his body, was left behind.
The soldiers deserted the tomb, shocked and in disbelief at what
they saw, and reported the events that unfolded to the authorities.
Before sunrise, a group of women had come with oil to anoint the
body but could not find him. The angels appeared to announce his
resurrection and directed the disciples to gather in Galilee.

The resurrection of Jesus tells us that the tomb is not the end.
Instead, it is the beginning. Jesus has risen, never to die again. His

& O Ul 6
05/04/2023



5
mission of telling the world that evil can be conquered by good
is accomplished. God, who loves the world so much, empowers
human beings to overcome the evil within and around us. Human
beings can be good and prove worthy of heaven. The message of
the angel early on

Easter Sunday morning can be good news for us too. “Why do
you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen!
Remember how he spoke to you when he was still in Galilee,
saying, ,,The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of
sinful men, and be crucified, and on the third day he will rise
again®” (Lk 24: 5-7).

The lives of the apostles underwent a radical change after Jesus
rose from the dead. Jesus appeared to them and prepared them to
continue his mission. The crowd, too, changed, when the apostles
preached to them about Jesus and his resurrection. They were cut
to the heart. “When the people heard this, they were cut to the
heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ,,Brothers, what
shall we do?*” (Acts 2:37). Down through the centuries, life,
death, and resurrection, and the preaching of Jesus™ principles,
gave so much meaning and relevance to the people.

The celebration of Easter should encourage us to begin our
lives anew. We need to live our lives afresh, positively and re-
energised in order to do good and avoid evil, to contribute towards
the progress and not stagnation or regression. Let us not look for
the dead among the living. Let us look for life and promote life.
Let us stop being dead while being alive. Let us be fully alive.

One of the often repeated gifts of the risen Lord was peace. He
would say: “Peace be with you.” Peace is the need of the hour for
individuals and for the entire world. We need to work for peace
and promote peace. A peaceful man is serene and will not cause
trouble for others. We are expected to be people who are symbols
of peace, serenity, and joy.

Jesus forgave Peter. “I have prayed for you, Simon,” said
Jesus, “that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned
back, strengthen your brothers.” In return, Jesus received loyalty,
deep commitment, and love from Peter. “Yes, Lord, you know I
love you” was what Peter replied to Jesus after his resurrection.
He then entrusted him with the responsibility of looking after
and tending his sheep. He condescended to show his wounded
side and allow it to be touched by Thomas just to strengthen his
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faith. Finally, he not only commissioned every disciple to go and
preach repentance, love, and forgiveness to all creation but also
promised to be with everyone who called on him till the end of
time.

I wish every one of you a very happy celebration of Easter.
May the risen Lord fill you with his peace, love, and passion! Let
us pray for one another. Let us earnestly ask the risen Lord for
the grace that we will all be faithful to the mission that he gave
to us. I pray for greater fidelity and enthusiasm in our priestly
ministries. Let us also ask the risen Lord to bless all the faithful in
our Eparchy so that they may be beheld under his loving care. On
16 April 2023, the Sunday after Easter, we will celebrate Divine
Mercy Sunday. It is originally based

on the devotion to the Divine Mercy that St Faustina Kowalska
reported as part of the vision that she had of Jesus. It is associated
with special promises from Jesus and indulgences that the Church
has issued. It also focuses on the gift of mercy and love given
through Christ™s death, burial, and resurrection. St John Paul II
reminds us: “Divine Mercy reaches human beings through the
heart of Christ crucified.” I invite you, dear Fathers, to make this
day special for our people. Kindly organize special devotional
practices on this day and propagate devotional practices to Divine
Mercy, like the recitation of the chaplet of Divine Mercy, among
the faithful. Let us ask the risen Lord to bless all our ventures in
the extended territories of our eparchy and to make us missionary-
minded in all the ministries that we carry out.

With my prayers and blessings,
Yours in Christ Jesus,

TR

T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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Church Collections - Mission Sunday 2022

Sl.No Place & Church Name Amount
Arukani Forane
1 Arukani Holy Family Forane Church 9921
2 Anamukham Loreto Matha Church 1560
3 Mezhacode St. Francis Assisi Church 4500
4 Pathukani St. Thomas Church 2900
5 Penu St. Mary’s Church 1500
6 Chempagatharisu Mission 1300
Manjalumoodu Forane
7 Bengiri St. Benedict’s Church 3000
8 Kuttaicode St. Chavara kuriacose Church 3420
9 Malaicode Holy Cross Church 15000
10 Manjalumoodu Little Flower Forane Church 30100
11 Mukkoottukal, Holy Family Church 9530
Kaliyal Forane
12 Chenamcode Lourdu Matha Church 2000
13 Kulasekharam St. John Paul II Misson 1000
14 Kaliyal St. Mary’s Church 6000
15 Karode St. Joseph’s Church 3000
16 Marapady St. Thomas Church 3000
Nithiravilai Forane
17 Cheenivilai Amala Maria Church 2000
18 Munchirai St. George Church 7200
19 Nithiravilai Jayamatha Forane Church 10000
20 Varuthattu St. Xavier’s Church 3750
Padanthalumoodu Forane

21 Annikkarai St. Mathew’s Church 5300
22 Athencode St. Maria Goretti Church 4675
23 Kazhuvanthittai St. Martin de Porres Church 6635
24 Kuzhithurai (Kallukatti) St. Philip’s Church 1400
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25 Marthandam St. Vincent de Paul Church 1200
26 Padanthalumoodu Sacred Heart Forane Church | 11230
27 Thettiyode St. Paul’s Church 5240
28 Valan Nagar (Kunnuvilai) St. Joseph Church 2180
Soosaipuram Forane
29 Kudukachivilai (Fathimapuram) Fathima 2960
Matha Church
30 Killiyoor Devamatha Church 3000
31 Mathapuram St. Thomas Church 1000
32 Palapallam Christ the King Church 17780
33 Pilankarai Loreto Matha Church 3500
34 Thakkalivilai Holy Family Church 1250
Thuckalay-Pilankalai Forane

35 Mekkamandapam (Kaisalavilai) St. Xavier’s Church 1650
36 Nagercoil St. Alphonsa Church 50015
37 Paraicode Christ the king Church 1500
38 Pilankalai Little Flower Forane Church 5100
39 Thadikarankonam St. Joseph Church 3670
39 Thuckalay St. Mary’s Church 1000
40 Vattaikottai Arokiya Annai Mission 600

41 Chitenkudiuiruppu John Paul II Mission 1300

Tenkasi Mission
42 Mekkarai St. George Church 4000
43 Puliyarai Little Flower Church 3000
44 Tenkasi Railway Gate Amala Maria Church 6000
45 Vanchi Nagar St. Mary’s Church 1320
Missions in Extended Territory
46 | Virudhunagar 500

Total Amount - Rs 267686

Fr. Johnsilal, Financel officer
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MONTHLY AGENDA - APRIL 2023

DATE | DAY TIME ‘ EVENTS

FA: Marriage Preparation Course at
Kalluvilai

SINAI: One day convention Thuckalay-
1 Sat  109.30:am Plankalai and Nithravilai Forane

10.00 am  SMYM: Central Committee Meeting at
Kalluvilai

PALM SUNDAY

2 | Sun KKSSS: Distribution of Revolving loan
for the SHG Members

Vestition and Minor orders at

3 |Mon | 06,30 pm Sangamam ,
Forane Priest Conference for Arukani,

Kaliyal, Manjalumoodu
Diaconate Ordination at St. Martin de
Porres Church, Kazhuvanthittai

4 |Tue | 04.00pm SMYM: Manjalumoodu Forane Lent
Spiritual Renewal Prog. at Malaicode

KKSSS: Educare Classes

5 Wed | 0930am Sangamam: Recollection for Priests and

Religious
6 | Thu Holy Thursday
7 | Fri Good Friday
8 | Sat Hf)ly Saturday ' .
Bishop’s House: Curia Meeting
9 | Mon Happy Easter

Ordination of Dn. Georgekutty at St.
12| Wed | 09.30 am George Church (Lalam) Palai

Ordination of Dn. Prince at Infant Jesus

158 Thu (09,30 'am Church, Thovarayar. (Kattappana)

& O a5 6
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Colachal: Care Your Heart Marathan by

07.30 am | Health Commission
14 | Fri HAPPY BIRTHDAY OF MAR
GEORGE RAJENDRAN SDB
05.00 pm | Nambikaialayam Silver Jubilee
Conclusion
15 |Sat 09.30 am | Ordination of Dn. Ajin at Jayamatha
Forane Church, Nithravilai
CAT: BTCT II at Padanthalumoodu
10.30am ; .
16 | Sun 06.00 LC: Soosaipuram Forane Meeting
VP Nfithravilai: Kurusadi Blessing
27 | sat SINAI: One day Convention at the
4 Retreat center, Kalluvilai
CAT: Scholarship Exam (X-XII) in
02.00 pm Forane centers
23 | Sun MJ: Parish level Seminar
01.30 pm | SMYM: Soosaipuram Forane Youth
Meet
26 |Wed | 02.00 pm | MIG: Chennai Sangamam
29 | Sat 09.30 am CAT: VPV Training for teachers at
Kalluvilai
CAT: VPV Begins
30 Sun | 02.00 pm CAT: Scholarship Exam (III- IX) at

Padanthalumoodu
LC: Padanthalumoodu Forane Meeting

SO G
05/04/2023

Fr.Thomas Powathuparampil, Protosyncellus
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - APRIL 2023

DATE | DAY | TIME EVENTS
1 Sat | 03.00 am Iéalluvilai: Vjsit to Marriage Preparation
ourse candidates
Palm Sunday: Holy Qurbana at St.
2 |Sun | 08.00 pm Maria Goretti Church, Athencode
3 | Mon | 07.00 pm gfestition and Minor Orders at
angamam
Bishop’s House: Meeting with College
10.00 am | Admin Team
4 | Tue e .
05.30 pm | Kazhuvanthittai: Diaconate Ordination
at St. Martin de Porres Church
5 Wed 09.30 pm Sangamarp: Priest and Religious
Recollection
Nagercovil: Holy Thursday: Holy
6 [ 05.30 pm Qurbana at St. Alphonsa Shrine Church
7 Fri | 08.00 am Patthukani: Good Friday: St. Thomas
Church
Great Saturday
8 |Sat | 10.00 am | Bishop’s House: Curia Meeting
11.30 pm | Kaisalvilai: Easter Vigil Holy Qurbana
>> Changanasse
10 | Mon 05.00 am g ry
Personal Recollection
Changanassery: Silver Jubilee Qurbana
11 Tue | 10.00 am of Sacred Heart Sisters
Palai: Ordination of Dn. Georgekutty at
12 |Wed | 09.30 am St. George Church (Lalam)
13 Thu | 09.30 am Kattappana: Ordination of Dn. Prince at

Infant Jesus Church, Thovarayar

SO DG
05/04/2023
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Colachal: Care your Heart Marathan by
07.30 am | Health Commission Thuckalay

Padanthalumoodu: Holy Qurbana at

14 |Fri | 11.00 am OMMI Convent

05.00 pm | Kazhuvanthittai: Nambikaiyalayam
Silver Jubilee conclusion

Ordination of Dn. Ajin at Jayamatha
Forane Church, Nithravilai

10.00 am | Marthandam: Diocese Health care
meeting and medical camp

16 |Sun | 11-302m | pyqanthalumoodu: School Staff
gathering (farewell)
06.00 pm | Nithravilai: Kurusady Blessing

17 |Mon | 11.00 am | Kalamassery: Marriage Holy Qurbana

Kadmondu, Nepal for FABC Bishop’s
Meet
Kochi: Arrival from Kadmondu

15 |sat 09.30 am

18-28

12.30 am
29 | Sat 06.00 pm Changanassery: Martyrdom of St.

Thomas Jubilee Conclusion
09.00 am Munchirai: Feast Day Holy Qurbana
05.00 pm Kunnuvilai: Feast Day Holy Qurbana

30 | Sun

Rev. Fr. Robin Jose, Bishop’s Secretary
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CATECHISM BASIC THEOLOGICAL COURSE,
CERTIFICATE AWARDING, KALLUVILAI, 25.03.2023

KARUNAI ILLAM, ANNIVERSARY,
NITHIRAVILAI 29.03.2023




MAR JOSEPH POWATHIL FUNERAL,
CHANGANASSERY CATHEDRAL, 22.03.2023

ST. JOSEPH MISSION HOME, RAMESWARAM,
FOUNDATION STONE, 19.03.2023
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